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	Introduction


	 


	 


	 


	Life does not consist in series of activities. Life responds to principles rather than belief. That you believe in something does not automatically result in your achieving that thing. Not all that believe in riches eventually get rich. And not all who work hard to get something finally get it. Wishes do very little in achieving the desired result. When wish is coupled with action progress is attained yet result is not guaranteed. The variables for result consist not only of wish and action, but wish and the right action. It is the same as saying, 'no one gets to the right destination while heading the wrong direction'. 


	So Paul said: Surely you know that many runners take part in a race, but only one of them wins the prize. Run, then, in such a way as to win the prize. I Cor. 9:24(GNB)


	There's a way to win and there's a way not to win. Those who must win must run in a certain way. It is not the running that brings the result. Great men are great because the found out the way. Refuse to be satisfied with the doing and get busy with discovering the way.


	Now it doesn't matter what endeavor you're up against. I want to bring to your notice that there is an always a way to run and win and there is also a way to run and not win. Listen to this advice:  Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, we will not walk therein. Jeremiah 6:16 KJV. 


	When you set out to do exploit, ask of the way, the good way. It is only as you walk therein will you find rest for your soul. This way has been there; it is an ancient path. Don't claim to know it. You may have to ask until you discover it. If we read it in another translation it says:


	God's Message yet again:


	Go stand at the crossroads and look around.


	Ask for directions to the old road,


	The tried-and-true road. Then take it.


	Discover the right route for your souls.


	But they said, 'Nothing doing.


	We aren't going that way.' (MSG)


	Will you heed His message? Will you take the counsel from the mouth of Wisdom? Ask for direction. When you do, 'take it'. I believe you're reading this book because you are asking. Surely, to him that asketh, it shall be given. May the Lord speak to you as you read through. And may your eyes be opened to see! Amen
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Chapter One


	By Their Fruits


	 


	 


	By their fruits ye shall know them. Do [men] gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but the corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Therefore by their fruits ye shall know them. Matt 7:16-20 (ASV)


	We cannot understand fruitfulness (impact) unless we are able to distinguish between the source and the resource; and separate the tree from its fruits. Therefore we shall first look at the two sides to this matter-- the tree and its fruits. These parts, though distinct, are complementary. First thing first: what is the tree? The tree is a life that has been planted in the earth by an owner. The man is not the tree. The man (human) is Gods property and is good. 


	And the God saw everything that he had made and behold, it was very good. And the evening and morning were the sixth day. Gen. 1:31


	From the above scripture, we can say that all that comes from God is good. All that belongs to God is good. Man came originally from God therefore is good. However, we have bad trees. Then, what is man? We see from the scriptures that man is the soil; man is the garden; He is the earth to be cultivated.


	And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul. Gen. 2:7 (KJV)


	When the Lord God took some mass of the earth to form man, He had a deeper intention. His intention was not to craft a mere useless bunch of sand. In fact, someone could have wondered at God—‘what is He even doing with that lifeless venture’. Perhaps, the Lord God would have replied, “Just wait a minute and see. I’m up to something glorious; This dead carcass will hold something eternal'’. After He (God) had finished putting together the earth, He went on to plant a tree in man. We saw earlier that the owner of that tree is God. 


	You know something, after God has finished forming the dust, He breathed into his nostril and man became a living person. What does that mean? We can as well ask, 'what is the breath of God?' Let us consider: Job 27 Vs. 3 “All the while my breath is in me and the spirit of God is in my nostril” (KJV).


	For all my breath is still in me, and the spirit of God is my life” (BBE)


	When next you are asked what was it that was planted in man you can say, ‘His Spirit' without thinking twice. Nevertheless, Lord Jesus revealed, the word I speak, they are spirit and life John 6:63. Let us also briefly consider the eternal analysis of the Word: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him; and without him was not anything made that hath been made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men. John 1:1-4 (KJV)


	We have discovered that the spirit is the breath of the Almighty. Moreover, the spirit is the life and the life is the Word then finally, the Word is God. We can hereby say that God was planted in man.


	Let us check again the divine proposal, before and after the transaction: And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God said unto them, be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth. Gen 1:26-28


	What did God bless? Sure not the container but the content; Not the carcass but the spirit, the image; the nature; the likeness within. Little wonder why the blessing did not come unless after the transaction. The blessing was like fertilizer to the young tree within man. Yet the fact is that there is existing now, a tree. More so, the scripture even reveals more to us. 


	“In whom we have our redemption, the forgiveness of our sins: Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” Col 1: 14-15 (ASV)


	Now we see the Lord Jesus as the image of the invisible God. How true is this? We recall that it was the word of God that was planted in man at first. However, the Word is Jesus. Therefore, we see that the image of God within man is our Lord Jesus. After the transaction, man-dust was elevated to the rank of a god. Then the Lord is referred to as Lord God—‘And the Lord God formed man’. Before, it was, 'and God said, let us make man’. Why is this so? It is because of the fact that there is another god around. The phrase Lord God means ‘master God’. And if there is a master God, there must be a lesser god. How true this is! It is the content of man; the Spirit of God within. It is Christ in me that is the hope of glory. And Jesus speaking concerning Himself once declared: I am the vine the true vine, and my father is the husbandman; I am the vine, ye are the branches John 15:1, 5


	He is the true (original) vine. There could be other vine elsewhere. But if you are looking for the true vine, He is Jesus. The trouble is usually in determining what vine is the true. Thus the scripture says, ‘by their fruits ye shall know them’.


	We noticed that in this analogy, man is referred to as the branch. The branch stands for an outlet or a medium through which the fruit of the tree is released. The branch does not produce the fruits but the tree. The tree, gets their nutrient. The branch cannot stand separate from the tree. However, this situation usually occurs. Whenever the branch is separated from the tree, we say that such man is dead. But if a branch falls off the tree, does the tree die? Not at all. The tree has immortality compared to the frail man. Lord Jesus said, ‘I am the true vine’. Does it mean we have other kind of vine bearing fruits? Let us check something in Matthew 13:24-34 Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, the kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in his field: But while men slept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat, and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the householder came and said unto him, Sir, didst not thou sow good seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them, An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. Matt. 13:24-30


	Let us check what we have already. The man that planted good seed is no other person than God Almighty. He usually initiates every good move. In the beginning is still God. But we realized that along the way, there must be the adversary of God. From the above scriptures we could see Satan’s age-long strategy—planting bad seed among the good. Let us consider our Lord’s summary of this matter: He answered and said unto them, He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man; The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children of the wicked one. Matt. 13:37-38


	The field, the Lord revealed, is the world. The world in this context is not talking about space. But it includes men and women- human beings residing on the earth. When the Lord mentioned that the good seed is the general name for every child of God and the bad seed is the general name for every citizen of hell. Knowing that ‘seed’, signifies life in an individual, it dawned on me that I am my life. There is not a like thing he is good but his life is bad. We cannot separate an individual from his life. He is actually who he is on the inside. And it is out of the abundance or scantiness of a life that precedes all manner of character.


	However, the question in my heart is not different from the one in the heart of the servants. Their worry is that all the seeds look alike. The plants can be mistaken for each other. Even for angels, it was difficult to spot out clearly, who a child of the king is at first sight. The divine remedy to this has been:…Let them grow until harvest


	When is harvest? It is a period when the fruits have become fully developed and mature. By harvest, all the riddles would have been resolved. It is a matter of fruits. The fruit defines the tree.
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