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  Endorsements




  Pray & Grow Richer is a vital book for today’s Christians. Helping the Body of Christ break out of a poverty mindset and shift into Kingdom understanding has been a challenge. Dr. Shirley Clark draws revelation concerning this challenge from her experiences in life. She tackles this great task with a depth of understanding from the Word of God. Dr. Clark stresses the necessity of prayer to receive revelation from God for financial blessings.




   




  Reading and implementing the practical steps in this book will change your future. You will be propelled into your destiny as a Christian entrepreneur. I highly recommend Pray & Grow Richer for every believer.




   




  Barbara Wentroble




  Founder, International Breakthrough Ministries




  Founder, Business Owners for Christ International




  Certified Life Coach




  CEO of Breakthrough Business Network




  Coppell, TX




   




  Dr. Shirley Clark is a woman who honors God and honors the Word. You will be blessed by her book, Pray and Grow Richer.




   




  Dr. Nasir Siddiki




  Best-Selling Author/Entrepreneur




  Founder, Wisdom Ministries




  Tulsa, OK




   




  Dr. Clark has penned a masterpiece about how marketplace ministry and soaking prayers can work together to increase your personal wealth. Pray & Grow Richer is a must read, and I highly recommend it to every Christian who wants to do great things for God.




   




  Dr. Keith Johnson


  America's #1 Confidence Coach


  Spring Hill, FL




   




  Once again, Dr. Shirley, the Prayer Strategist, has shown us how to position and posture ourselves in prayer to receive strategy from God Almighty in order to receive what God has for us. She shows us how through absolute faith in God we can petition God in prayer, and receive divine strategy on how to live an abundant life. It's time for us to increase in our wealth, spiritually, physically and financially, and this is an incredible tool that will show you the practical steps to implement in your life to begin living an empowered life now!




   




  Pastor Renee Hornbuckle




  Senior Pastor, Agape Church




  Arlington, TX




   




  It is rare that you find a practical tool that helps you merge your faith with the results that you desire. Dr. Shirley Clark's book, Pray and Grow Richer, is just that masterpiece that will empower you to dig deeper and produce the results that you desire. This is a must read for every person of prayer!




   




  Apostle Tyrone Lister




  Author & Entrepreneur


  Circle of Influence, CEO/Founder




  Frisco, TX




  Dr. Shirley has done a masterful job on this well timed manuscript. She is one of today's upcoming kingdom millionaires for the season ahead. I believe Dr. Shirley has hit the mark in transforming the common mindset from Church Mentality to Kingdom Mentality. After reading and studying the pages you're holding in yours hands, you, too, will shift from a menu mentality to now taking your seat at the table mentality. Well done my sister, let the shift begin!




   




  Apostle Christopher J. Hardy




  International Covenant Life Network




  International Covenant Connect




  Plano, TX




  Dedication




  This book is dedicated to Pastor Suzette Caldwell, Co-Pastor of Windsor Village United Methodist Church in Houston, TX. It was upon meeting this woman of God that I fully understand the meaning of how to Pray and Grow Richer. It was in 2008 that God allowed me to meet Pastor Suzette Caldwell in Dallas, TX at a Women’s Conference. I had heard her name about six or seven years before, and that she taught on prayer, but that was the extent of my knowing. So at this conference, she was teaching on prayer as well.




   




  As I attended her session, I noticed on her brochure, she had a Prayer Institute. This piqued my interest, so I asked if my assistant and I could come and visit her Prayer Institute. She gave us permission to come and in about two months, we were able to fit it into our schedule to visit the Institute. Boy, were we shocked!




   




  Within five minutes being on their campus, I knew God had set us up. We had no idea that Pastor Suzette and her church owned a mall along with numerous facilities, schools, and businesses we toured that day. But the most amazing thing was the strategy that they used to acquire most of this. What was this strategy – PRAYER!




  You see, Pastor Suzette and her incredible leadership team in their Supernatural Communications Department had tapped into a win-win model for the church to Pray and Grow Richer. They understood in order for the kingdom of God to be advanced in a tremendous capacity, they would have to implement and activate prayer strategies that birthed in what they needed in the spirit first before it was manifested in the natural.




   




  How did they do this? They have a team of anointed marketplace ministry scribers that prays and seeks God religiously for the growth and development of all strategic plans for their church. And after they have sought God for about two weeks to 30 days, they write out the prayers that the Holy Spirit unction them to write, then they put them in a monthly booklet and distribute them to every household in their church to bring the entire church on one accord in believing for a certain need or vision of the pastor, church and/or members. Because they have mastered this oneness endeavor in fortifying a congregation to pray in unison, they acquire property, land, businesses, etc. at an accelerated rate. This team led by Pastor Suzette Caldwell is incredible!




   




  Kudos, to you, Pastor Suzette Caldwell! My life was never the same after meeting you. I can’t thank God enough for you. Love you, dearly! I am a true living epistle of your impact and influence.




  Acknowledgements




  

    	I would like to thank the Lord for always being my comforter, guide, and help throughout my life in Him.


  




   




  

    	A special thank you to my husband, Thurman Clark, and my children: Danielle & Quinton, for allowing me to be all that God has called me to be.


  




   




  

    	As well, I would like to especially thank my pastors of 17 years, Bishop Thomas Dexter Jakes and First Lady Serita Jakes. It has been the entrepreneur and writer’s anointing upon their lives that have inspired, impacted and cajoled my life that as of now, I have written over 20 books and own a consultant business with six major departments: Publication, Leadership Institute, Event Planning, Public Relations & Marketing, Entertainment & Speaker’s Bureau, and Coaching & Corporate Training.


  




   




  

    	Lastly, I would like to thank Patricia Scott, April Quick and Kenesia Mouton that assisted me in the final development of this manuscript. Thank you for lending your time and talent to me.


  




  Disclaimer




   




  Dr. Shirley Clark and/or Shirley Clark International Ministries do not purport to be a Financial Advisor or any type of financial consultant. The information in this book about finances has been shared solely for the purpose for information, inspiration and encouragement. Dr. Shirley Clark and/or Shirley Clark International Ministries encourage everyone who read this book to seek financial advice from a trained professional before making any changes to their financial situation recommended in this book.




  Chapter One




  From Frustration to Favor




   




  “Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come.”




  Psalm 102:13




   




  

    W


  




  ow…Pray & Grow Richer. The day that I heard these words in my spirit, I said wow -- this is awesome! Then I got even more excited. I said to myself, “I am going to write a book called, Pray & Grow Richer.” But it wasn’t too long after this that I began to feel an uneasiness within me. I felt slightly weird; then all of a sudden an extreme unsettledness began to erupt inside of me.




  Our history is always a catalyst for our current state of being and whether we like it or not, it is a voice of the choices we have made in our past or grew up in.




  As I pondered on this awkwardness that I was feeling for a few minutes, I finally realized what I was encountering. I was dealing with a religious spirit. And this spirit began to say to me, “How can you have the audacity to link prayer and prosperity together like this? Have you lost your mind? You will be scorned in the religious arena.”




  For a brief moment, I lent my ears to these sayings, and I almost abandoned this idea. Then I realized this is the kind of spirit that has kept most of God’s people broke and in despair for many years – a religious spirit. And yes, I am well aware that just the title of this book might sound sacrilegious, but before you write me off, let me encourage you to give this book a chance and continue to read. It is never my desire to foster a teaching in the body of Christ that will bring a “black” mark on the kingdom of God. Rather, it is my heart to reveal my experiences that have brought me to the place that I am now writing this type of resource tool to glorify Him. Our history is always a catalyst for our current state of being and whether we like it or not, it is a voice of the choices we have made in our past or grew up in. So I am taking a chance, going ahead, to write this book, and perhaps, there is at least one person in the body of Christ tired of being broke.




  I, like many in America was raised in poverty. With no guide or mentor to get me out of my situation; therefore, being reared in such a negative environment marred and warped my thinking, behavior and life. This is why I cannot believe a child who was brought up in poverty truly wanted to be nurtured in this type of environment. So what I do believe and know is that poverty is a trap and if there is no long-term intervention, it enslaves people that are brought up within these settings.




  For years, as a child, I was angry at my livelihood and the lifestyle I was subjected to, but I was not empowered to change it. So I became bitter at my parents for bringing me up in such an impoverished environment. Much of this frustration was fostered because some of the kids at school sometimes would make fun of what I wore. What can you say when you know what they are saying is true, but you don’t have the power to change the situation? It was what it was. And for me, it felt like a lifetime.




  What most people fail to understand is that in order to break a poverty mentality out of someone’s life that has been exposed to negativity all their life will require not just a brief period of intervention, but consistent interaction with a mediator (not a mentor).




  How does a child recover from these types of situations and environments? Well, it will take some type of protracted intervention that allows room for mistakes to be made, and someone leading the way that understands this and will continue to believe in you. What do I mean? Many people that are well off or have a better quality of life when they reach back to assist someone that was raised in conditions such as I was, for some reason want us to begin to make better decisions within a short span of time. And when we don’t, they give up on us and say we will never amount to anything.




  What most people fail to understand is that in order to break a poverty mentality out of someone’s life that has been exposed to negativity all their life will require not just a brief period of intervention, but consistent interaction with a mediator (not a mentor) that will walk with them and provide opportunities for them to grow over an extended period of time. This is what I needed. However, I never got it.




  What do you do when there is no one willing to be your mediator?




  I am glad you asked. That is why I am writing this book. Yes, I have plenty of coaches, mentors, and spiritual advisors now, but it was after I was delivered out of my impoverished condition, and many years later, that most of these people came into my life. So what did I do that brought about the change in my life that qualifies me to speak into your life through this book, “Pray & Grow Richer?”




   




  Again, I am glad you asked.




  It was in 1977, the year that I graduated from high school that I found myself standing at an altar in a medium-small church in Durham, NC, with my sister beside me giving my heart to the Lord. I was not quite sure what I was doing, but the pastor asked for those who wanted to make a change in their lives to come to the altar. He said that Jesus will help us and that we needed a Savior. Again, I was not sure what all of this meant, being that I was only 18 years old, but one thing I knew, I wanted a change in my life. So that day, in church, we gave our lives to the Lord.




  Immediately, my sister and I became students of the Word. We changed everything. Everything we were told to do or read in the Bible; we did it. We later found out that some of the things we were told to do were just traditions of men and/or part of a denomination’s belief. But the thing that was so real in our hearts was that the way to change was becoming an obedient servant to the Word, which would eventually foster a manifestation of Truth in our lives. Bottom line: There was a promise and expectation that our current situation would change and it would be for the better.




  Now, 35 years later (2013), we can truly say that the Word works -- so many in the body of Christ have spent their lives confessing the Word, but never possessing the promises of God. Yes, off and on, they have received sporadic blessings that have reaffirmed their confession that God is good; but they have never reached a place in God that allowed their spirits and hearts to rest in the blessings of God in the fullness of its potential in their lives.




  No blessing in the Word of God is automatic. Therefore, we must exercise our faith to receive them.




  I am now 53 years old and I can truly say; this place of rest is obtainable. I remember the morning I woke up and said, “I can do what I want to do with my life today.” If I want to stay in bed all day, I can. If I want to do something else, I can. It is called the power of choice or the power to have options.




  How does an impoverished young girl move from being a “nobody” to being a desired object of many leaders wanting her to be on their boards? Answer – PRAYER! It was what I learned about prayer and its activation in my life that brought me to my current state. No, I did not have a rich uncle or someone left me an inheritance, I just decided to activate that which I said I believe.




  In the book of Ephesians, chapter 3: 20 it says, “Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us.” The key part of this verse is “worketh in us.” I needed God to work some things out of me and in me. How do you dislodge erroneous thinking, replace it with Truth? This is what my sister and I had to do. So, we “devoured” the Word of God.




  Next, we activated the Word. We confessed what we read and believed God above our circumstances. We said, “What did we have to lose?” We were already broke, so we could at least try the Word and see if it would work. Then we asked for what we wanted.




  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think …whether your thinking is “small” or “big,” God can exceed your current condition. We often look at this scripture from a poverty mindset, but no matter what status you are in, God can still exceed your expectations. But for me, because of my upbringing, I did not always know what to ask for. Mentally and emotionally, I was so busy fighting my past, trying to overcome it, that my thinking truly was “small.” As I grew in Christ, and my standard of living began to change for the better, my thinking changed as well. Even now as I look back over my life, God was always doing things exceedingly, abundantly above that which I could ask or think. For example:




  

    	I asked God for a good used car and He gave me a new car.




    	I asked God to help me write a book, and He gave me a Writers’ Agency.




    	I asked God for a business, and He gave me five streams of income.




    	I asked God to give me a millionaire coach; He gave me several millionaire coaches.




    	I asked God to double my income, instead He tripled it.


  




  




  Gloria Copeland, one of God’s leading voices in the 21st Century today says this, “No blessing in the Word of God is automatic. Therefore, we must exercise our faith to receive them.” This is what we did consistently.




  It is through faith and patience we receive the promises of God – “That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises” (Hebrews 6:12).




  As we pressed into the things of God, believing Him for change, we knew revelation stood between us and poverty. The book of James says if any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God (1:5); and I did a lot of asking. It has been 35 years since I received Christ in my life and it was the “revealed” Christ within my life that has brought me to the place that I am in now. It was the relevant, revelatory “Word” being activated in my life over these 35 years that has brought me the victory thus far. God has a covenant determination to prosper His people. Our responsibility is to believe it and receive it.




  As we pressed into the things of God believing Him for change, we knew revelation stood between us and poverty.




  Because I believe this, He is constantly favoring my life.




  




  5For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.
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