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A Plan of Dedication



  


  God has been looking to and fro for your dedication to be more for Him and His plans. We have recently been entrusted with a warning that has been portrayed in a variety of forms concerning some of the things transpiring in our nation and within the church. With the warning, there has also been communicated a divine strategy for overcoming many of the things released. Naturally, these are just the directives given to us. There are no doubt other prophetic voices also receiving insight related to these important spiritual standards presently before us. As I have stated in previous books and teachings, we are not to abide in fear.


  


  1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.


  


  Despite the many alarming things we see taking place in our own Nation; we can abide in a posture of peace and security by faithfully following the Lord's prescribed ways. We are observing on daily news programs great and horrendous things taking place across our country. As foretold by many prophetic voices, we are now living in the day dreadful viruses and deadly plagues are a common part of the vocabulary and daily life of many. Even so, those who have put their trust in the Lord and the power of His blood need not fear nor suffer undue alarm at the many reports of death and destruction.


  


  As it is written, Psalms 27:1-3 A Psalm of David. The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell.(3) Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident.


  


  I was shown how many of God's chosen people for end-time anointing and authority, will encounter the spirit of death within the next twelve years. It was the strategy of the enemy to attempt and eliminate individuals marked for a specific end-time function and ministry. Thankfully, in many of the cases, I was shown that the Lord supernaturally will intervene and preserve their life. The Scriptures clearly point out, our enemy prowls about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. He is an adversary whose primary purpose is to steal, kill and destroy. That is his intention and directive no matter who the individuals happen to be. Nonetheless, the Scriptures also point out the pattern of our adversary in his attempt to destroy deliverers when they are sent to the earth to bring restoration and reconciliation between God and man.


  


  This was certainly true during the days f Moses and the time of the Lord’s birth. That is still His pattern in this day as he recognizes “restorers” and “deliverers” marked for end time purpose and ministry. I was instructed by God that we were to identify those who had encountered this scenario and who knew without question that the Lord divinely intervened and spared their life. The Lord communicated that we were to instruct them that their life was preserved for the time imminently before us. We were directed to release the anointing of the Holy Spirit upon these individuals that they may begin to walk in their spiritual destiny and the Heavenly purpose for which they were divinely covered and protected. He is jealous for the Spirit imparted to us and yearns for the destiny that He has ordained for this generation.


  DEDICATED TO THE LORD AND APPLYING THE BLOOD


  


  Moses was directed to apply blood to the door posts and within the household of Israel. In performing this act of obedience, the judgment and spirit of death administered against Egypt would not touch them. There is a “spirit of death” that has been released in this day by our adversary and our admonition is to likewise rest in the Lord's promise of protection and covering initiated through this biblical model. I saw myself laying hands on each side of individuals’ heads as a symbolic gesture of this application while pronouncing a blessing of dedication and protection from the viruses, plagues, sicknesses, fatal accidents and death presently released. This admonition is also directed to parents as the priest of the home to be applied to family members. Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to those who reside as aliens, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, by the sanctifying work of the Spirit, to obey Jesus Christ and be sprinkled with His blood: may grace and peace be yours in the fullest measure.


  


  1 Peter 1:1, 2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.


  


  One of the most difficult things for those in ministry is to rest in the trust and dedication of our family to the Lord. This is particularly true for those who travel extensively and spend extended periods of time away from children and family. However, in the same way that Joseph dedicated his two sons to Jacob, so also do we devote our children and family to the Lord and His wisdom and protection? As someone once said, the safest place for our children is for us to be in the will of God, obediently fulfilling our commission and mandate.


  A DIVINE PROMISE OF COVERING


  


  A divine promise of covering and protection is for the coming season. It will be much like the separation of Israel in the land of Goshen while the justice of God fell upon Egypt. The application of the blood was a vindication of judgment and death passing over the chosen people of God. When Moses fulfilled this responsibility, it was an expression of dedication of Israel to the Lord and the meticulous obedience to His word of counsel. By following this divine counsel, the Spirit of Might was released as a protection for the people. This marked a recognition and separation of the people, "that you may understand how the LORD makes a distinction between Egypt and Israel.”


  


  Exodus 11:7 But against any of the children of Israel shall not a dog move his tongue, against man or beast: that ye may know how that the LORD doth put a difference between the Egyptians and Israel.


  


  It also designated a time of new beginnings for the nation of Israel. The time for change has now come and we are witnessing the signs and demonstrations of wonders that accompany such transitions and transformations.


  DEDICATED TO HEAVENLY DESTINY 


  


  This act of obedience is a dedication of individuals to the Lord and His sovereign purposes. Many families, including our own, have lost loved ones in recent years. The Holy Spirit is beginning to unveil significant understanding related to those who have gone before us in a "first fruits" perspective. Great understanding is about to be released to the church involving the "cloud of witnesses."


  


  Hebrews 11:39, 40 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made perfect.


  


  Hebrews 12:1, 2 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.


  


  Many loved ones are as a grain of wheat, having perished will bring forth multiplied grains of wheat in a fruitful harvest. That is sometimes a difficult truth to embrace when we have lost those who are dear to us. Nonetheless, it is also a great source of comfort to know there will be a bountiful spiritual harvest because of their sacrifice and the grace of God. And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, because God had provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect. Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every burden and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and finisher (perfect) of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.


  


  We are living in a day that we will experience, demonstrations of grace and power from the resources of Heaven. We will actually be the beneficiaries of the sacrificial lives of prayer and consecration of the multitude of saints whose lives were poured out as a drink offering before the Lord throughout the centuries. Although many could see the promise prophetically and had won divine approval by their faith, they did not fully realize the promise in their day. Even so, the Scriptures point out, God saw a grander picture and had something even better in mind. The apostle clearly emphasizes those devoted saints would not come to perfection apart from us in the end time generation with the great opportunity to inherit the promise. Their prayers and sacrifice are somehow joined with us in the unveiling of God's grand finale. What a tremendous mystery of the Kingdom!


  


  All of the innocent blood and reservoirs of prayer harnessed in Heaven will be merged with the intercession and sacrifice of the Lord Himself captured in a censor containing a coal from the altar of Heaven and released back to the earth.


  


  Revelations 8:3-5 And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer; and there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints upon the golden altar which was before the throne. And the smoke of the incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel's hand. And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fire of the altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and an earthquake.


  


  Our loved ones, seemingly taken prematurely or at the height of their anointing, will witness and share in the fruit of the end-time ministry shortly to unfold.


  INCREASES IN TERRORISM AND PLAGUES


  


  Even though we have already encountered significant terrorism and new forms of viruses and plagues, it is only a beginning of those things which are about to come. This area will only escalate over the next season of time. Naturally, we are continually calling the Church to a place of prayer and intercession to curtail and inhibit this in every way possible. However, the Lord has revealed that a certain line of separation has been crossed in our nation related to decisions made judicially and in relationship to Israel. Things have now been "determined" within our nation. That is not to impart hopelessness, but rather a sense of justice and chastening that will pave the way for blessings to follow. Certain governmental decisions have been made contrary to the purpose of God that has opened the door to this discipline. There remains within our leadership a contrast of positions related to Israel and our support of this sacred land. As we publicly chastise the leadership of Israel in their battle with terrorism, we also open ourselves to a similar form of torment as witnessed by the sniper terrorizing our nation's capital.


  


  Terrorism is defined as the use of violence, torture or physical intimidation by a group or organization as a means of forcing others to satisfy its demands. Indications are, the sniper is not a random act of lunacy but a calculated attempt to sow fear and emotional, physical and financial hardship. The news media may not fully report that position but it is the one that is most apparent, these points to a definite decision of intent and purpose. As our nation's leadership is determined to make certain decisions so also will it be "determined" from Heaven that certain things will transpire within our nation. Not because the Lord despises our nation but because of His love for it and His desire to bless it. The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath of all things; He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having DETERMINED their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation.


  


  Acts 17:24-26 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands; Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;


  BE YE SEPARATE


  


  The Lord desires that we come out from among the spirit of this world and be separate, that He can demonstrate Himself as a Father to us and we would be sons and daughters to Him. The Lord is promising that he will watch over those who belong to Him as he did Israel in the land of Goshen. What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said,


  


  2 Corinthians 6:16-18 And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.


  


  What greater personal promise could we posses than for the Sovereign and Infinite Creator of the universe to aspire to demonstrate Himself as our Father? As the prophet David points out, we are poor and needy, yet the Lord takes thought of us and fortifies His plans for us. He is our help and deliverer…the Lord has been mindful of us and will bless us. The purpose of this Chapter is not to create alarm but to awaken us to the seriousness of this hour and our need for prayer, consecration and obedience.


  


  
Discerning the Call of God



  


  We all have a call of God but we need to discern our call. God’s call is more than just some position in the Church. In this informative Chapter: Discerning the Call of God, I’ll begin this by sharing two main keys to help you break out and break into your destiny. You will be refreshed with enthusiasm to continue your journey into the center of God’s purposes for your life. The lies of the enemy will be broken as you discover God’s great desire for you to run the race that He has set before you your high calling with joy and excellence. I will share about the heart of three more important keys; keys that will position you well for discerning your call. Night and day hot and cold up and down give and take dead and alive. Hey! What do all of these phrases have in common? You guessed it. Each one illustrates some things that are opposite.


  


  Now I want you to think about these opposites for a moment because just as clearly each one expresses the extreme, so was my life at age 16 before God saved me and after God saved me.


  BREAK OUT AND BREAK INTO YOUR DESTINY 


  


  Before, I was a real mess a drug addict, a violent person, almost died a few times due to overdosing, and wanting to die. After, I was the opposite completely delivered from drugs, free as a bird to come and go, and I wanted to get off welfare. As a matter of fact, I quickly began a serious quest to discern God’s call on my life, not because it was someone’s suggestion, but because I was so delivered, so saved, so filled with knowing that Jesus spoke to me in an audible voice the day I was saved, I felt I must know my purpose why I am here. Likewise, today, for you, you’re on a similar quest. If you got this book I know you are.


  


  I am praying that something is going to break open in the heavens; something is going to make way for you to break out of where you are and break in to what God has for your life. You are going to find your destiny. The power of God is going to enable you to do things that you couldn’t do before and you are going to have an encounter with destiny. So be encouraged. Yet you might be wondering how I know for sure this is God’s will for you. Well, since God helped me discover my calling, and since He showed me how to cultivate the anointing on my life (to the point now, we have been in many places preaching the gospel with miracles, signs and wonders), I know He will do the same for you. If you want Him to do that for you think about what He did for me. When I didn’t have a hope and my family didn’t have a hope, God had a future and a hope for me. “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” He had a dream and it was a big dream.


  


  Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.


  


  Now before I outline keys that will help you discern God’s call on your life, I want to say that my goal for this teaching series can best be summarized by the following prayer for you:


  


  Prayer:


  Lord, I pray today for Your call to be revealed to those reading this. I pray for impartation of the gifts of the Spirit and for the anointing of the Holy Ghost. Would You reach into the hearts of men and women, young and old, and give them a vision. Let a fire burn in their hearts; a hunger, a holy hunger, a holy desperation. God if You can do it for me, You can do it for them. Lord, I pray for them to dream Your dreams tonight, I pray for a big dream in the Mighty Name of Jesus. Amen.


  


  I had to learn how to discover what God’s call was. Actually there are many things that have happened over the last seven or eight years that have helped me understand not only God’s call but the gift the Holy Spirit has placed upon my life and the anointing. And it’s growing.


  THE FIRST KEY HOLDS TWO ELEMENTS


  


  Let’s begin by taking at look at my favorite scripture in the Book of Daniel,


  Daniel 11:32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.


  


  The people who know their God shall be strong, and carry out great exploits! The people who know their God that’s it! It’s not about what Bible school you are attending or all about a career; and it’s not just about a gift “I’m going to put a message together and I’m going to learn how to preach and learn how to prophesy.” You want to know the “formula” for success? It’s abiding in Christ. It’s knowing God!


  


  The people “who know their God” shall be strong. That is one essential element in the first key. Yes! Those who know their God shall be strong and carry out exploits. I believed that key when I first got saved and of course I still do today. Another favorite scripture of mine is,


  


  2 Chronicles 6:9 Notwithstanding thou shalt not build the house; but thy son which shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build the house for my name.


  


  I believed that too! The eyes of the Lord are running to and fro all across the earth. God is looking. Who has a loyal heart? Who has a contrite heart? Who is hungry? Who has a desperate heart? He wants to use you more than you want Him to use you! Have faith. Believe that God has a call, a vision, a plan, and a purpose for your life. He wants you; He wants to anoint you and use you, and He wants you to move in miracles. He has a big dream for you. It’s not just for me or other five-fold ministers. It is for you. God wants you to bring forth a testimony of His Kingdom, not in word only but in power.


  


  Yes, God wants to do exceedingly abundantly above all that you can ask, think, imagine or dream. You can’t dream big enough for God’s success for you. I believed that! I said, “God, if I know You, then I will do great exploits.” Therefore why not say this with me: “I’ve got a big God with a big vision and He wants me!” God wants (and is looking for) those who know Him. If that’s you, you “shall be strong, and carry out great exploits.” So, the first key holds two vital elements for discerning the call of God. First, knowing God, and second, believing that He is looking; He is searching for those who know and love Him because He wants to “show Himself strong” to show up in miracles. To show up in His glory! In His wonders! Exploits! God is saying: “How can miracles not happen? When I show up, the Kingdom of God shows up with Me. When I show up the Holy Spirit shows up!” And so don’t forget that the Holy Spirit is in you. Some of you need to lift your vision a whole lot higher.


  


  In order to receive any kind of gift and anointing you must believe God can and God wants to use you. It’s not just: “Oh God, please anoint me” or “I wish I had an anointing.” Have faith that the eyes of the Lord are looking for you. He’s asking, “Who can I anoint mightily and give a massive crusade ministry to?” Or: “Who can I raise up today that can heal the sick and release my saving grace?” In my spirit I sensed God’s search and I believed that I was the “who” God was looking for at 17 years of age. I didn’t need a great prophet to come and tell me about God’s call. I knew, because God promised those who know their God would be strong and carry out great exploits. I took Him at His word and therefore I said, “That is my life God, right there; I am going to know You and carry out great exploits!” And it’s still happening today. I’m getting to know God more and more deeply, and I’m seeing more and more great exploits.


  John 15:8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.


  MUCH FRUIT


  


  God is saying, “Not just that you bear fruit. I want much fruit.” Now let’s examine the second key. WHAT IS YOUR HEART’S DESIRE Here is the second key to discerning God’s call. It’s desire! It’s what you desire. God plants a desire in your heart. Where the heart is there your treasure will be also. Part of the treasure is: gifting, anointing and calling. You want to find your treasure then find your heart. God moves by what He has planted in your heart. In fact God has planted destiny in people’s hearts even from their mother’s womb.


  


  Psalms 139:16 Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them.


  


  I always ask people who need some help in discerning their call, “What makes you weep? What kind of ministries are you attracted to? What kind of books do you read? What kind of CDs do you listen to?”


  


  What God has planted in your heart will resonate within you. Go by the desire; there is something in your heart. Find out where your heart is. The same goes for missionaries. Well I am not a missionary so don’t put that vision on me! Instead, I dream about the apostolic raise the dead, crusades with millions, signs and wonders. I have a different dream. Actually right from day one I dreamed about having healing services. For instance, I would see the blind people, and the deaf. I’d see myself speaking to someone and finding out how long their friend had been deaf. Or I would be preaching and give an altar call. I kept seeing stadiums packed full of people and I thought: Lord, why do I dream about this stuff. Is there just something in me that wants to be big in God? So I would try to shut it off and then I would repent, but then the next night I would be in bed and I would be having a meeting! I would ask, “God, what’s going on?”


  


  Finally I realized it was the Holy Spirit moving on my imagination and planting seeds and desire in my heart that God had called me to the nations as an evangelist for the sake of the harvest. Nobody prophesied over me at that time; although prophecy has its place and we’ll examine that aspect later. I just had this God-given desire to preach to thousands two weeks after being saved, eighteen years old! Yet every night for months I would dream about people getting healed. I’d dream about preaching and I’d see myself going around the world. The next keys will position you well for discerning your call the prophetic call; encounters and visitations; and the open door. As I share honestly from my own life you will clearly see how passionately God is longing to reveal the call that He has specifically designed just for you. Be encouraged because God is extremely interested in your pursuit to discover your destiny. He’s cheering you on! “You become like the company you keep!” Walk hand in hand with Jesus Christ and you will become like Jesus Christ!


  


  Look at this:


  Acts 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men, they marvelled; and they took knowledge of them, that they had been with Jesus.


  TWO KEYS FOR DISCERNING GOD’S CALL ON YOUR LIFE 


  


  As I explained, what matters in life is not which Bible school you are attending or your career; and it’s not just about gifting (gifts of the Spirit). It’s about abiding in Christ; knowing God. The disciples were uneducated and untrained but “they had been with Jesus” and so they reflected Christ’s presence. Hey! They were marked men; marked by the glory of God! So what happens when believers know God intimately?


  


  Daniel 11:32 And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.


  


  And what happens to those with loyal, sold out, hungry, devoted hearts that press in to God? They catch God’s eye! And He won’t stop until He shows Himself strong on their behalf. That means God will show up in miracles, glory, wonders, exploits. Believe that! You will remember that the first key to discerning your call is knowing God and believing that He wants to accomplish great exploits through you. God wants you to find the treasure He has placed in your heart, too; to know and understand your heart’s desire, and when you do, you will have the second key. Now we’re going to examine more keys: the prophetic call; encounters and visitations; and the doors that God opens.


  THE PROPHETIC CALL 


  


  The third key to discerning God’s call on your life is what I call the prophetic, or the prophetic call. To help you understand what this means I’ll explain how “the prophetic” actually established and influenced my ability to discern my call. So I realized as a brand new believer that there was a call on my life to be an evangelist and to preach the gospel. Later I learned, although I wasn’t functioning as an evangelist at the time, that the prophetic word was the prophetic call. Now, bringing it closer to home one way you can discern God’s call on your life is from the prophetic call. Still, another aspect about the prophetic call needs to be examined. You know, sometimes believers will tell me about the prophetic call or “calls” they have received through different solid prophetic voices. So let me share a word of advice so you don’t fall into the pattern I just described. You can be confident about your call by remembering what God said at the beginning. In other words, when you were still in the purity of your new spiritual birth, it’s like God starts talking to you about your call; usually it’s those first words over your life in that moment you were born again. Why? Because that’s when God is concerned about getting you to really have an understanding of who you are in your identity before a bunch of other “Christian religion stuff” comes in and gets you confused. If you go all the way back to those first few months you were a born again Christian, that first year, that was probably the purest time. In fact, when God gave me other mantles besides “the evangelist” and I was tempted to lean toward a different mantle, God warned me not to do that. “If you ever walk away from your first call, your first mantel as an evangelist, everything else will fail,” He said. So the third key to discerning God’s call is to receive the true prophetic call. Now let’s take a look at encounters and visitations.


  ENCOUNTERS AND VISITATIONS 


  


  The fourth key to discerning God’s call on your life is what I call encounters and visitations. You can never be established in God’s call without an encounter or a visitation. For example, to be established as an apostle, there are two aspects. One is signs and wonders and the other is encounters and visitations. When Paul was talking about being an apostle he said, “I have seen the Lord!”


  


  Acts 9:27 But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.


  


  You see, we need encounters and visitations; we need seasons of God visiting us so that we can be established in our call, in our anointing, and in our destiny. More is involved than meets the eye! There is visitation; there is commissioning that comes from heaven. Even after being in ministry I had encounters, this went on for months; everyday when I went to pray, the presence of God would come so strong I would just lie on the floor for hours. Next, I started having angelic visitation and then heaven would open.
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