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Prefazione


This concise study examines the moral teaching of the earliest Christian Fathers about fortitude, patience, and magnanimity. Dr Randazzo has decided to write this paper because there are only few studies treating these three virtues in the works of the Apostolic Fathers. The author follows her own sound method: she quotes the most important texts of the authors and analyses them carefully from several aspects.


In the Pastor the angel of penitence teaches Hermas that he needs steadfastness in his fight against the devil. He also emphasizes that in the church the rich and the poor can strengthen each other to yield spiritual fruits. Christians can also trust the angels of God that they will help them in their difficult struggles in this world. The other important witness of Christian teaching about constancy is Ignatius of Antioch, who encourages the Christians of Smyrna and Polycarp himself that the Holy Spirit will fortify them in their struggles. We can find similar statements about the importance of spiritual fortitude in the so-called Letter to Diognetus and the First Letter to the Corinthians by Clement of Rome.


The second virtue treated in this study is that of patience, which for a Christian person must mean not only the lack of anger, but also the forbearance of every kind of suffering. Especially Polycarp exhorts the Philippians to follow Saint Paul and Christ himself on the path of patience. The author of the Letter of Barnabas also highlights that patience is one of the strong protectors of Christian faith.


God himself offers us the clearest examples of the third virtue: magnanimity. Despite our weaknesses and sins, he gives us his grace abundantly. We have to follow him also in this respect in our human relations. This thought is emphasized e.g. by Clement of Rome and Polycarp of Smyrna.


In her conclusion the author summarizes the differences in the approaches of the Apostolic Fathers in connection with these three virtues. Polycarp, the author of the Letter to Diognetus, and Ignatius emphasize their ‘vertical’ aspect: they are the inherent characteristics of our Heavenly Father, which have been revealed in the Son in a unique way. Who listen to this revelation will be blessed in their lives and will be in the possession of these three virtues. Hermas and Clement of Rome consider them from another viewpoint: we will be able to hold these three virtues if we clean our souls from the tendencies which are not compatible with them, i.e. we have to do penance for our sins.
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Introduzione


L'idea di rivolgere una particolare attenzione al tema della pazienza, della fortezza e della magnanimità è dettata da due motivi.


Il primo è direttamente riconducibile alla situazione sociale odierna dove i rapporti interpersonali sono segnati sempre più da atteggiamenti bullistici e di violenza, con la conseguente reazione di ripulsa e di sdegno da parte di colui che ne è la vittima.


Il secondo è di carattere critico, perchè manca un vero e proprio accostamento diretto ai testi subapostolici per la tematica proposta.1
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