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INTRODUCTION

	 

	"The Divider: Trump in the White House, 2017-2021" by Peter Baker and Susan Glasser provides an extensive exploration of Donald Trump's presidency, offering insights into his confrontational and often chaotic tenure in office. 

	 

	Published by Doubleday on September 20, 2022, the book spans 752 pages and is regarded as the most comprehensive account of the Trump presidency to date, earning accolades from prestigious outlets like The Washington Post, The New Yorker, and Financial Times.

	 

	Baker and Glasser, both seasoned journalists with The New York Times and The New Yorker respectively, narrate the story of Trump's four years in office, characterized by constant turmoil and his battles against Washington's established norms. 

	 

	Drawing from an array of sources, including interviews with key figures from Trump's administration, military generals, close advisors, family members, and foreign officials, many of whom had not shared their stories before, the book presents a detailed chronicle of Trump's policies, decisions, and the internal dynamics of his White House.

	 

	The narrative delves into significant events and issues such as the Muslim travel ban, negotiations with North Korea, the Mueller investigation, Brett Kavanaugh's confirmation hearings, and the two impeachment trials. 

	It also sheds light on the personal and policy-driven clashes within the administration, illustrating how rivalries and factionalism, epitomized by figures like Reince Priebus, Steve Bannon, and Kellyanne Conway, shaped the governance and operations of the Trump White House.

	 

	"The Divider" is not just a recounting of events but also an analysis of Trump's influence and learning curve, suggesting that he was not merely stumbling from one controversy to another but was, in fact, becoming more akin to the foreign autocrats he admired. 

	 

	This evolution is depicted through various incidents, including near-misses with nuclear confrontations, resignation pacts among cabinet members, and Trump's interactions with international leaders.

	 

	Moreover, the book critically examines the moral and ethical dilemmas faced by those within Trump's orbit, pondering how they rationalized their service to a leader they often viewed as unfit for office. 

	 

	It presents a vivid, behind-the-scenes look at the presidency, from the absurd to the gravely serious, providing a "sumptuous feast of astonishing tales" that is both beautifully written and disheartening.

	 

	 

	In summary, "The Divider" offers a rich, encyclopedic narrative of Donald Trump's presidency, marked by exhaustive research and compelling storytelling. 

	 

	It stands as a significant contribution to the historical record, providing readers with a deep understanding of a tumultuous period in American politics.

	 

	THE DISTINCTIVE MARK OF A PRESIDENCY

	 

	It is argued that his refusal to acknowledge defeat in the 2020 election was a component of a broader and consistent attack on democratic institutions. 

	 

	From 'American Carnage' to the 'Rigged Election,' Trump allegedly fostered divisions among Americans, exploiting them to gain, wield, and retain power. 

	 

	Throughout his tenure, there was a clear distinction between "us" and "them," with Trump actively seeking out adversaries and, when necessary, fabricating them.

	 

	During the subsequent four years, Trump purportedly identified weaknesses within Washington and among its officials, using his frequent falsehoods to his political advantage while intimidating those who opposed him. 

	 

	 

	Our visit to Mar-a-Lago to interview the president himself revealed a portrait of a defiant leader with unpredictable behavior and a tendency to blur national interests with personal ones. 

	 

	Despite internal resistance, which was often intense but not always effective, Trump persisted in his ways. Many of those who stood against Trump were complex figures who had previously supported him. 

	 

	This book also tells their story because, without their intervention, Trump might have been relegated to a mere disgruntled individual shouting at a television screen. 

	 

	Reflecting on our visit to Russia in 1998, a decade after the Soviet Union's collapse, it's striking how Russia, under Putin's leadership, has transformed into a rogue state engaging in conquests abroad while maintaining a dictatorship at home. 

	 

	This observation can also be interpreted as commentary on the state of U.S. democracy following four years under Donald Trump's presidency.

	 


CHAPTER 1

	 

	AMERICAN CHAOS

	 

	Entering the Fray

	 

	When Donald Trump stepped into the White House, his attention fixated on the lighting, which he meticulously used to enhance his appearance. 

	 

	His grooming rituals, including the famous TRESemmé hair spray, were essential, reflecting his obsession with projecting an image of strength and success. However, behind the facade of heroism lay a presidency marked by ignorance, self-absorption, and a blatant disregard for norms.

	 

	A Team in Turmoil

	 

	Within Trump's White House, internal strife and discord reigned supreme, mirroring the societal polarization he actively fueled. Tribal warfare among staff members became the norm, with leaks, secret recordings, and encrypted messages rampant. 

	 

	Trump's leadership style favored division over unity, with loyalty often trumping competence in key appointments. The administration comprised a motley crew of establishment figures, opportunists, and family members vying for influence.

	 

	 

	Navigating Media Mayhem

	 

	Donald Trump's relationship with the media, particularly Fox News, became a crucial aspect of his presidency. He weaponized the term "fake news" to undermine critical coverage while leveraging his celebrity status to dominate headlines. 
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