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  JON STEWART




  Overview




  Jonathan Stuart Leibowitz was born in New York City and raised in New Jersey. Upon graduating college, he worked a few odd jobs until he finally decided to move to New York and pursue comedy full-time.




  His career was slow to take off. Stewart would perform stand-up comedy gigs while performing small roles on several television series. Eventually he was chosen to host MTV’s The Jon Stewart Show and his career seemed to take off overnight.




  When Stewart took over as host of The Daily Show in 1999, he reformulated the show to focus on politics and current world events. The transformation could not have been more successful. Viewership has more than tripled and the show has tremendous power and influence over young voters.




  Although Stewart maintains that he is a comedian, he often blurs the line between comedy and journalism. His journalistic integrity has been praised by many, and he has been honored by the White House and the Peabody Awards.




  This unauthorized biography follows Stewart from his humble beginnings as a young boy in Lawrenceville, New Jersey, to his rise to fame, where he is hailed as one of the most influential people in the world.




  Early Life




  If you don't stick to your values when they're being tested, they're not values: they're hobbies.




  – Jon Stewart




  Jon Stewart was born Jonathan Stuart Leibowitz in New York City on November 28, 1962. He grew up in Lawrenceville, New Jersey, with his mother, Marian, his father, Donald, and his older brother, Larry.




  Stewart’s family is Jewish, and he has referred to himself as “Jewey von Jewstein.” Stewart sees himself as an Ambassador of Jewishness, and regularly incorporates Jewish cultural references into his comedy routine.




  Stewart was sent to a yeshiva kindergarten in nearby Trenton, and, afterward joined his brother at the local Lawrenceville public school. Stewart says he was a regular victim of anti-Semitic bullying and was called names such “Leibotits” and “Leiboshits.” Luckily for Stewart, his humor was evident at an early age and he quickly became known as a funny guy. Stewart claims that this reputation helped win him friends who would subsequently protect him from bullies.




  When Stewart was eleven, his parents divorced and he and his brother lived with their mother. This changed the family’s economic situation. For example, although his older brother, Larry, had had his bar mitzvah held at an elegant hotel in Somerville, Stewart’s was held at the local Jewish Center in order to conserve costs.




  Stewart and his brother attended Lawrence High School. Other notable alumni include actor and writer Thom Bray, former New York Giants quarterback Scott Brunner, musician Dan Lavery, former professional soccer player Glenn “Mooch” Myernick, and NFL tight end John Nalbone. While in high school, Stewart played on the varsity soccer team, and his reputation as a funny guy continued to grow. While not every teacher appreciated his comic wit, Stewart says that his English teacher, Selma Litowitz, recognized his talent. Stewart graduated in 1980 and was voted as having the “best sense of humor” by his classmates.




  After high school, Stewart attended the College of William & Mary, a public research university, in Williamsburg, Virginia. He initially majored in chemistry, but switched to psychology after two years. He also continued to play soccer, as he hoped one day to make it as a professional athlete. After playing for the junior varsity team in his freshman year, Stewart joined the college varsity team where he played midfield.




  Stewart’s reputation as a funny man followed him in college. He was reportedly popular with female students and dated regularly. He also traveled regularly for games. Occasionally, Stewart would be confronted with anti-Semitism, such as when, at a game against Randolph-Macon College, Stewart was referred to as a ‘kike.’




  In 1983, Stewart was recruited by his soccer coach to play for the U.S. team at the Pan American Maccabi Games in São Paulo, Brazil. Stewart started for the U.S. team which fared well by winning four games before losing to Brazil in the finals. Ultimately, Stewart’s ambitions of being a professional soccer player were ended by a string of injuries, culminated by a severe knee injury.




  Stewart describes his college years as “miserable.” He joined the Pi Kappa Alpha Fraternity, but later dropped out due to objections to hazing behavior. Another source of frustration was the election of U.S. President Ronald Reagan in his freshman year. Stewart followed politics avidly and was decidedly not a Reagan fan, to put it mildly.




  Stewart graduated from William & Mary in 1984. He returned home to New Jersey where he worked a variety of jobs, including bartending at Lawrenceville’s Franklin Corner Tavern, sorting live mosquitoes for the New Jersey Department of Health, working as a contingency planner for the New Jersey Department of Human Services, being a contract administrator for the City University of New York, stocking shelves at Woolworth’s, and being a puppeteer for special needs schoolchildren.




  None of these jobs proved satisfactory to Stewart and so, in 1986, he sold his car and moved to New York City to try his hand at stand-up comedy. Although it shocked his mother, she wanted to be supportive. The rest, as they say, is history.




  Early Career




  There are a hell of a lot of jobs that are scarier than live comedy. Like standing in the operating room when a guy's heart stops, and you're the one who has to fix it!




  – Jon Stewart




  Although he moved to New York City in 1986 in order to pursue a career in stand-up comedy, it was not until 1987 that Stewart finally landed a gig. His first performance was at The Bitter End in the West Village. One of his idols, Woody Allen, had also performed at this club. While being introduced, the emcee mispronounced Stewart’s last name, Leibowitz. This led to Stewart renaming himself right then and there. He dropped his last name and changed the spelling of his middle name, Stuart, to Stewart. From that moment on, he went by Jon Stewart as his stage name. Later, Stewart also admitted that another reason he wanted to change his name was due to his strained relationship with his father.




  Legend has it that his first performance did not go well. Stewart only made it halfway through his routine. The crowd at one in the morning was tough. However, Wendy Wall, the talent booker for the club, could see that Stewart showed promise and invited him back to perform again. Stewart went on to become a regular performer at the Comedy Cellar, a comedy club in Manhattan. He performed every night at two in the morning.




  Aside from stand-up, Stewart also aspired to break into television. In 1989, he landed his first television job as a writer for Caroline’s Comedy Hour on the A&E Network. In 1991, Stewart began co-hosting Short Attention Span Theater with Patty Rosborough on Comedy Central. Stewart went on to host MTV’s You Wrote It, You Watch It. Stewart was under consideration to replace David Letterman as host of Late Night when Letterman left NBC in 1993, but Conan O’Brien beat him out and was hired instead.




  The Jon Stewart Show




  After hosting You Wrote It, You Watch It on MTV, Stewart developed The Jon Stewart Show. It was MTV’s first talk show and was an instant success — it was the second-highest rated MTV show, behind Beavis and Butt-head. Stewart was quickly becoming a star. He said:




  In general, fans have a very odd idea about what I do. They think you live this very glamorous, high lifestyle. That you travel in limos, helicopters, and cruise ships.




  The Jon Stewart Show featured many celebrity guests, including Howard Stern, David Letterman, Courtney Cox, Cindy Crawford, Conan O’Brien, and William Shatner. Musical acts were also featured frequently, such as Marilyn Manson, Blind Melon, Rod Stewart, Slayer, Van Halen, Bad Religion, Naughty by Nature, White Zombie, Ol’ Dirty Bastard, Letters to Cleo, The Notorious B.I.G., and Warren Zevon.




  Despite the show’s early success, it only lasted two seasons. In 1994, The Arsenio Hall Show was cancelled and an hour-long syndicated version of The Jon Stewart Show took its place. Due to the unfortunate 2:00 AM timeslot, Stewart’s ratings dropped and the show was canceled in June 1995.




  Luckily for Stewart, the show had several well-known fans, such as David Letterman. Letterman agreed to be the show’s final guest, and subsequently signed Stewart with his production company, Worldwide Pants. Stewart stated:

OEBPS/Fonts/times.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/cambriai.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/ARLRDBD.TTF


OEBPS/Fonts/timesbd.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/cambriab.ttf


OEBPS/Fonts/cambriaz.ttf


OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
JON
STEWART

__AND |
STEPHEN

Y & PEL_ED N

WS lkEDENIN B

UNAUTHORIZED

BIOGRAPHIES





OEBPS/Images/img1.jpg
dB

BELMONTs
BELCOURT





