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SUMMARY (The Cut to the Chase)



	If you really want to cut to the chase, the short answer to the question posed on the book cover is, “Yes.”


	I began work on the first edition of this book in 2009 and completed it in June 2011.  Of the handful of people who have read it and cared to provide me feedback, the consensus is that I’ve made a compelling case that the US is identified in Scripture. Some even fully adopted my position.  Nevertheless, they found fault in the book with respect to ease of reading.  They did not fault me on punctuation, spelling, or grammar; they did not fault me on lack of conciseness or clarity or making assumptions without supporting evidence; nor did they fault me on lack of cohesion in my arguments or disconnectedness in thought.


	No, rather, they faulted me for having too much material to digest, not in volume of text (it was only 27 pages, including the cover) but in depth of text.  Some expressed a feeling of being overwhelmed by too many terms, concepts, and historical data which they never had encountered before, or that they weren’t familiar enough with the subject to track the flow of information, saying that they had to re-read previously-read material because they couldn’t digest it all to remember it for later sections of the text.  Still others complained of the tedium of constantly having to look up Scripture references.  In fact, my wife read the first edition and commented that she had to get her Bible, a dictionary, and an encyclopedia to follow it.  OK, well, I admit that I haven’t found the happy medium between providing something for the masses to digest and also providing something that is defensible against the trained theologians who have vested themselves in the old, classical view on this issue, which I am challenging.  For this second edition, at least I hope to minimize for the reader the tedium of endless Scripture searches by supplying key passages within the text.


	A frequent comment I have received from respondents is that most readers are accustomed to reading conversational style prose as opposed to technical or business expository and persuasive styles, which are more focused on stating facts and professional opinions.  A few friends stated that most people who read Christian literature assume the writer is an expert in their field and thus also assume that whatever the writer says is accurate.  In other words, they felt that most readers do not want to read a deeply technical article or book and simply want the author to inform them of the big picture or major ideas without the nitty gritty details.  This is problematical, because I feel the details are necessary to support a position that controverts dogma and tradition.


	Nevertheless, in an effort to reach people who want the big picture without the pain of wading through the minutiae, I have provided in this summary a quick overview of the premise of this book.  Here goes.


	I will boldly declare herein that many of the events indicated by a correct understanding of Daniel 7 are coming true before our eyes, yet most Christians, in particular the most vocal of the prophecy teachers, preachers, and book writers, continue to maintain that the Bible does not specifically address or otherwise acknowledge the existence of the United States.  There is a contingent within the bevy of prophecy proponents that believes the US is indirectly mentioned through references to geographic and geomorphic features, such as mountains and valleys that seemingly describe the US, or to “mystery Babylon” from Revelation 17:5, which these folks believe refers to pagan religions popping up in this country and our immoral and ungodly behavior being promoted throughout the globe; they also believe that descendants of the ten lost tribes of Israel form much of the population of the US.


	“Mystery Babylon” and other cryptic terms in Scripture, along with nebulous and overly-vague allegories, form the basis of their position that the US will be judged harshly by God.  Other prophecy proponents believe the US is not mentioned at all, even indirectly through cryptic terms, but they do believe there are spiritual parallels between the US and Israel that indicate we will be punished for our national apostasy and descent into paganism and secular humanism.  Nevertheless, none of these proponents believes the US definitively can be identified through a more direct assessment of detailed prophecies in Scripture.


	Daniel 7 presents a picture of un-named nations described as four beasts that function as symbols for four nations or people groups.  These nations or people groups historically have been viewed by students of prophecy as ancient nations, specifically Babylon, then the combined Median and Persian empire, then the Greeks, and finally the Romans, from which the antichrist arises among the descendants of the Roman Empire.  However, Daniel 7 has very noticeable traits that deviate from other Daniel prophecies regarding well-known, ancient nations; the ancient nations presented in other chapters of Daniel are identified within the text of Daniel and by our knowledge of history, but Daniel 7 has no such tools to assist the identification process.


	In contrast to the ancient-nation classical view stated above, I am very confident that Scripture identifies in sufficient detail the US and other modern nations, such as Russia and the Asians.  In this book, I detail the means and methods for how to identify the mysterious nations of Daniel 7.  In order from first to last, they are the Anglo-American alliance, composed of the US and Great Britain, and possibly other “British-like,” westernized nations like Canada and Australia; the Russians with their partners (or client states) the Turks, Syrians, and Iranians; the Asians, composed of China, India, Japan, and both Koreas, North and South; and finally the antichrist’s kingdom, which engulfs the previous nations.  With the exception of the antichrist’s kingdom which is yet to be revealed, every one of these nations or groups of nations are the major ones currently affecting global politics and the ones routinely and prominently mentioned in the various news media.  Unfortunately, Daniel 7 indicates that the US (and likely also the British) will be judged harshly and brought to a low estate, making way for the ascent of the Russians’, Asians’, and antichrist’s kingdoms.  The good news is that the US (and likely also the British) will experience national repentance and restoration of some sort before the antichrist’s kingdom engulfs the whole world.


	My hope is that Christians will recognize the importance of Daniel 7’s prophecy, understand that we are seeing it played out now, and take action to prepare in whatever way God leads them to.  I welcome those who need the details to continue on from here.  I hope those tenacious enough to enter in will benefit as much from reading this book as I did from writing it.


	 




MAJOR POINTS


	Evangelical Protestants seem to be the most vocal among the various Christian groups regarding eschatology, and in their majority view they generally hold to a pre-Tribulation rapture, millennial kingdom position.  This position states that both the living and the dead members of the Body of Christ, i.e., the Church, will be caught up (raptured) to meet Christ before the Tribulation of Revelation and will return with Him at the end of the Tribulation to rule and reign on earth for 1,000 years, shortly thereafter followed by the eternal reign of Christ in the New Jerusalem.


	The proponents of the majority view further state that the United States (US) is not mentioned symbolically in Bible prophecy and base their arguments on Old Testament prophecies that focus primarily on Israel and its restoration to preeminence among the nations after the return of Christ; these prophecies mention well-known nations of antiquity which are now represented by modern, descendant nations which attack Israel immediately prior to its restoration.  Furthermore, they state that the New Testament does not specifically name any nations in relation to end-times interaction with Israel, other than cryptic references to Babylon in Revelation.  While many prophecy scholars see parallels between the US and ancient Israel with respect to judgments they believe will befall the US as a result of its apostasy, this author has been unable to identify any significant deviations from the majority view to posit that the US is presented specifically in Scripture.  One notable exception is Dr. Henry Morris in The Defender’s Study Bible, wherein he proposes that modern nations, including the US, are represented by the four beasts of Daniel 7.  This book seeks to address the weaknesses of the majority view and to provide justification that the US is presented specifically in Scripture.


	Two books, Daniel and Revelation, provide the keys to answering the question regarding the US’s potential involvement in Biblical prophecy.  The majority view of prophecy scholars is that Daniel in particular mentions only nations of antiquity, specifically Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Rome, and the revived Roman Empire, followed by the antichrist’s and finally Christ’s millennial kingdom.  A view gaining momentum in some quarters is that Greece and Rome should be combined as one kingdom in Daniel, followed by the Muslim caliphates culminating in the Ottoman Empire, which revives to form the basis of the antichrist’s kingdom.  Neither of these views effectively addresses the linkage between Daniel and Revelation that helps resolve the issue of potential US involvement in Bible prophecy.  Major points indicating that the US is mentioned in Bible prophecy are summarized as follows:


	

		
The prophecies of Daniel 2, 4, 5, 8, and 11 identify one or more nations or kingdoms (the terms “nations” and “kingdoms” are used interchangeably herein) by name, so that it is known to which nations the prophecies refer.  Daniel 7 deviates from this pattern by not naming the nations/kingdoms that are represented by four symbolic beasts, although by deduction the antichrist’s and Christ’s kingdoms can be identified in Daniel 7.  This deviation hints that modern nations rather than nations of antiquity are intended.



		The lion-eagle with plucked wings that then takes on human characteristics, the ravenous bear with three ribs, and the multi-headed leopard with wings of Daniel 7 appear to have modern equivalents by virtue of having portions of their constituent parts being presented as an amalgamated lion-bear-leopard beast in Revelation 13, which is an end-times beast.  This end-times beast is the same as the “diverse” fourth beast with the teeth of iron and nails of brass in Daniel 7, an obvious reference to the kingdom of the antichrist.


		
The symbolism of Daniel 7 wherein the four winds of the compass are blowing simultaneously as the four beasts rise up from the sea (of humanity) suggests four kingdoms simultaneously vying for dominance on the world stage, but they follow one another in rapid succession.  The element of rapid succession can be seen by the use of the terms “season” and “time” in Daniel 7 in reference to the duration of these kingdoms after the ascendancy of the antichrist’s kingdom, where these terms indicate a few years or even months in other chapters of Daniel.  In contrast, the ancient kingdoms mentioned elsewhere in Daniel were not all simultaneously vying for power, for one vanquished another in succession over hundreds of years.  This contrast between the known history of the succession of the ancient kingdoms and the picture of concurrent power struggles and succession presented in Daniel 7 further hint that modern nations rather than nations of antiquity are intended in Daniel 7.


		Daniel 7:17 definitively indicates that the prophecy of Daniel 7, which was made during the Babylonian reign, must refer to a time beyond the times of Babylon and the other ancient kingdoms mentioned throughout Daniel, since Daniel’s angelic interpreter indicated that the four beasts “shall arise from the earth,” meaning a time after those ancient kingdoms.  The only time in history after the times of those ancient kingdoms that shows a very strong resemblance to the prophetical four-beast vision shown in Daniel 7 is the present time, owing to the concurrent strivings of the Anglo-American alliance, the Russians with their Islamic allies, the Chinese and Asians in general, and either a revived Islamic Ottoman Empire or a revived Roman Empire through the European Union.
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