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Once upon a time, there was a
lovely maiden named Agnete, who lived in a small, pretty fishing
village in Denmark. She had a comfortable life, and she had been
raised by loving parents, with a  strong religious christian faith.
Agnete's work was helping her parents with their fishing business,
and her own true love had always been the water, the way it made
her feel to bathe and swim or paddle in the shallows, so in her
breaks, she would often take a small picnic, and sit by the water,
on the high bridge or at the water's edge.

 



The vast, endless sea, bottomless lakes, and deep rivers of
their lands, were a source of unfathomable mystery, wonder and
respect, to Agnete, as to all her people and ancestors. And whether
they were true or not, there were lots of village stories, ancient
and new, of sightings and encounters with mermaids and mermen, of
fishermen whose lives had been saved by the merpeople, as well as
stories of those whom they had strangely and callously, lured to
their deaths.

                    
                

                
            

            
        

    
        
            
                
                
                    
                        
                    

                    
                    
                        
                    

                    
                

                
                
                    
                    
Agnete believed in the
merpeople, even more than everyone else she knew, she was
fascinated by them, and although she was a little afraid too, she
was always looking out for the merpeople, hoping  one day to see,
or meet one for herself. 

 



Now, on this cold, bright, sunny day, she had come to sit by the
water to cheer herself up, because really, she was very sad. Agnete
was more than at the age when she should soon be married and start
a family, she was sweet and sensible and clever, and very pretty,
with beautiful long, golden hair, but there were not many eligible
men in her small village, or even for miles around, that she liked,
and it seemed that whenever she did like them, they didn't like
her, or they preferred someone else. 
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