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Foreword





This is an eclectic collection of articles by Dr. Mohan Kanda, covering a wide range of subjects, from current trends in sub-national and international politics and economics, to religious/ secular/ spiritual aspects of our lives. The author's trademark wit and humour, seasoned with an occasional dose of sarcasm, is present throughout the book, which is written in a lucid and easy to follow style.


One thing that strikes me about Dr. Kanda's writing is that, though he has been a civil servant for the better part of his life, his views are not reflective of only that part of his being. He views an issue as an informed citizen, as ∙an individual, who could have been on any side of the table, as we say, and from a 360 degree kind of approach. Civil servants will do well to imbibe that approach, to be truly successful in what they do.


The book would be very useful for young civil servants and even those who are aspiring for a career in public service. On a first glance, some of the (chapters/articles) may appear to be not current, but the problems underlined therein, continue to be relevant and challenging even today. More so, the logical approach that Dr. Kanda has followed, shows us the way to analyse any given problems and to arrive at viable and workable solutions. All Civil servants need to center their working styles from time to time and this book gives them an excellent opportunity to do so. Those who are not civil servants, but are interested in knowing how decisions are taken in the Government, would also find this book a very interesting and informative reading.


Dr. Mohan Kanda .has had an illustrious career as a civil servant for approximately four decades and he shows us how to always remain cheerful and enthusiastic about the work we need to do for uplifting the lives of our fellow citizens and taking our country to its rightful place in the galaxy of Nations.


I am grateful to Dr. Mohan Kanda for giving me an opportunity to have a first reading of his colossal work and I must admit that the well written articles made me long for more. I hope the readers will enjoy the book as much as I did.
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(Vasudha Mishra)
Secretary
Union Public Service Commission




Preface





Compiled in this book are the articles which I authored for the Op-Ed column of Hans India over the last three years. Carried every Thursday, the pieces covered a wide range of issues ranging from current affairs to social, economic and political matters, as well as subjects of general interest and importance impinging on day to day life. The response from the readers encouraged me to deepen and widen the coverage with the passage of time.


When it was suggested, sometime ago, that I should put them together in the form of a book, the idea appealed to me and I set about the task of looking for a publisher.


I sincerely trust that this set of articles will prove to be of some interest, particularly to those who have not been following the column regularly.


Mohan Kanda
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Introduction







“The real man smiles in trouble, gathers strength from distress, and grows brave by reflection,” Thomas Paine.


“The only source of knowledge is experience,” said Albert Einstein, and I have attempted to share with the readers, in addition, some (I hope!), wisdom.


With the passage of the years one invariably acquires experience and, along with it, some wisdom. Passing them it to those much younger serve the purpose of their not having to reinvent the wheel, so to speak.


Every person who has reached my age has something interesting, and useful, to share with the younger generation. Some lack the inclination to sit down and Chronicle memories. Some prefer other modes of communication, such as speaking to audiences. Most others find more engaging activities to pursue.


After superannuating from the Civil Service, after a career that spanned close to 37 years, I accepted an assignment to serve as a Member of the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA). Upon completion of the tenure of five years in NDMA in 2010, I returned to Hyderabad. I was keen to ward off the ennui that usually sets in at that period in a person‘s life-the ‘Subah hoti hai, sham hoti hai, Umr yun hi tamam hoti hai’ - syndrome which Mirza Ghalib talked about. My fears, however, were soon, dispelled. Many opportunities came my way, most not to my liking.


It was around that time that the Union Public service commission (UPSC), introduced the subject of Ethics, as a compulsory portion of the General Studies paper which Civil Service aspirants are required to take. I accepted with pleasure an offer from K Padmanabhaiah (formerly Secretary of the Government of India, Ministry of Home Affairs, and presently the Chairman, Board of Governors of the Administrative Staff College of India) to lecture to students preparing for the Civil Services examinations on the subjects of Governance, Ethics, Ethics in Governance, Agriculture and Disaster Management.


After having taken a few classes, I found that the task of gathering requisite material for the lectures was tedious and complicated, my familiarity with the subjects notwithstanding. Therefore I hit upon the idea of putting all the material together in the form of a book, partly to serve as a reference for the students. I made those part of this book, which also contain some case studies, which had appeared in the UPSC question papers in earlier years. Once I began the exercise I found, to my surprise, that there were many more experiences worth recounting, than I originally imagined, as also real life incidents from my personal experience in the Civil Service. From the feedback I have received, the book appears to have proved of interest to readers other than the students, as well.


It all began, one day, in the cafeteria attached to the Andhra Pradesh/Telangana Bhavan in New Delhi. I had just finished breakfast, a sumptuous one, as always, in that celebrated Mecca of gastronomical delights. As I was walking back to my room I ran into W. Chandrakant the Delhi based Advisor of Hans India, at New Delhi. While we were chitchatting about this and that Chandrakant came up with the idea that I should write a weekly column in the paper.


First of all, I called on the editor of Hans India - Prof. K. Nageshwar - at that time. He was full of encouragement and support, and left me a more or less open field, as far as the subject matter was concerned. With one caveat, namely, that I might find the readership might find it more interesting if I stuck to issues of contemporary interest, at least most of the time. Ramu Sharma, who took over from Prof. Nageshwar was equally encouraging. And patient and assiduous editing by Balaram Reddy, Payam Sudhakaran and Naresh Kumar, saved me from the embarrassment of my careless spelling, largely induced by my immature handling of the ‘speech to text’ appliance in my mobile phone!


My pieces appeared initially in the ‘Young Hans’ section of the newspaper. After writing for about 85 weeks I was about to wrap up the assignment, when the Editor of the paper felt that I should write for another column in the ‘Op Ed’ page, this time covering matters of current interest for readership at large. Another series of articles followed in that column which continues to appear at the time of writing this.


What appears in this compilation is a mixture of the pieces that I wrote for those two columns.


The articles cover a range of issues, such as major concerns pertaining to the future of humanity, information and knowledge, that should form part of the intellectual equipment of a person with a contemporary mind, as well as current social, political and economic events; apart from general information relating to the history of science and the fine arts, acquaintance with which is expected of a person intending to play a role in public life in the future. Also included are some life-sketches of a few important and prominent personalities whose lives and times convey valuable lessons.


It is sincerely hoped that the book will serve the purpose of providing useful and interesting information to the reader.




Bringing up the Parents




“The child is the father of man” 
‘The Rainbow’ 
- W. Wordsworth



Just the other day the country celebrated 14 November as Children’s Day. Countrywide events were held, and much listless lip-service was paid to the cause of children, the need to center-stage them and bring their welfare into the mainstream of national life. By and large, however, the entire approach remained, as in the past, largely symbolic and for the sake of form. And, unfortunately, drowned in that entire din was the voice of the children, pleading to be heard.


Not a week passes these days without our hearing the news of students being pressurized by parents, teachers, or sports-coaches, demanding better performance. We constantly hear stories of students in the same, or in the other corporate college hostels committing suicide, on account of stress caused by the pressure to do better. Normally the children remain passive victims of such treatment. Only the other day, however, I came across interesting news of about 60 students of a private school in Hyderabad, resorting to a protest, demonstrating against the attitude of their parents and teachers. They not only raised slogans of “we want justice”, but also complained to the National Children’s Rights Commission which, in turn, referred the matter to the collector of the district concerned for further action. What puzzles me is why the Commission did not choose to question the parents. After all, it is they who need to be counseled in the first place! In short parents and teachers need to be brought up properly.


Even in our school days, we faced such peer pressure. While in the final year of school at All Saints’ High School in Hyderabad, I was in a similar situation. I was a good student, and hopes ran high that I would get (what was then known as) the ‘Gokhale’ scholarship - awarded every year to the student who stood first among the students of all schools in the Higher Secondary Certificate examination. The need to perform well affected my attitude so much that, on the day of an important exam, I actually had to return home from halfway to the examination hall, as I had spilled ink all over my shirt! What with that incident, and the overall feeling of nervousness, I managed to do only half as well as I expected to. As a result, I stood fourth in the state (instead of the expected first), and my Brother Reactor (as the Principal of the School was called) refused to entertain me for an interview for a whole year! I refer to this incident only by way of strengthening the argument that excessive expectations can only lead to needless pressure, and hamper performance.


Another phenomenon that has surfaced in recent times is that of children being subjected to enormous strain in the name of performance and competition on stage and in TV shows. All work and no play, as the clichéd saying goes, does indeed make a dull boy! Thus, while increasing opportunities for children to participate and compete in shows, games, plays, or movies, one should not subject them to inordinate pressure. They should be encouraged to understand that competing is in itself an end, and need not necessarily lead to recognition or the shape of a prize. The time would certainly appear to have come when we must decide whether it is in the interest of children to expose them to such pressure, stress, and tension, in the long run.


There was this other time when, in the middle school at Guntur, I was asked to do a mono action of Hamlets’ “to be or not to be” during the Annual School Day celebrations. My background as a former child actor prompted the teachers to choose me. Yes, I was a child star in the early 1950s. Starting out in the Andhra Balananda Sangham in Madras (as Chennai was then known), I moved to movies and, over three years acted in 28 movies apart from stage shows. That was the time when child actors played significant roles in movies and were well known to the audiences by virtue of their performance. Some may remember the Telugu movie called “Pelli Chesi Choodu” in which the child actors held the fort for nearly the whole of the first hour, only after which the hero made an entry. I, myself, acted in that movie. As a result, I had become so well known that when my parents left Chennai for Guntur following the formation of the Andhra state, I was mobbed at the railway stations all along the route.


With this background, the need I felt to rise to their expectations of my fans and parents and not to belie their hopes was so acute that it turned into nervous anxiety and, ultimately, ruined my performance. I was, in fact, so nervous as to have even forgotten to button my trousers properly!


In one movie I acted like a boy whose mother dies. I was asked to weep over her dead body. I naturally refused, saying that my mother was very much alive and I would not perform such a gruesome act. After all, I was a mere six years old. The director (the tall and imposing Mukkamala, a popular Telugu actor) then had to get my mother to the set, ask her to talk to me and tell me that, since it was only make-believe, I should go ahead. In another movie, the legendary L.V. Prasad played the role of my father. Driven by poverty and hunger, the child I was portraying was, as the story went, forced to take to begging to earn some money. The father notices and drags the child home and beats him up. That scene was enacted with Prasad pretending to slap me, and I act as if I was hurt. What transpired was that, during one of the takes, a slap really hurt me. I promptly quit and ran away home not to return for over 15 days. Prasad, a poor man, had to buy me a game of “Trade” to induce me to get back to shooting.


I often recall with great nostalgia my boyhood days in Hyderabad city. The games one played and went with the seasons - tops (lattoos), Gillidanda, an ancient rural amateur sport, played with a long stick and shorter one, marbles and kite-flying-to mention just a few. While it is perhaps true that it is a weakness of every generation to pine for what it regards as “the good old days” is it not true that the children of today hardly seem to have any time for such innocent pursuits?


My parents adopted a healthy and wholesome attitude towards encouraging me to act. They let it happen until they felt that enough was enough and studies counted for more. I am happy to be able to say that Usha, my wife, and I have been able to do more or less the same with our children. Most certainly, we encouraged them to play games and take part in dramas, learn music, etc. without in any way making them feel the compulsion to perform well.


(The nation today faces many complex and daunting challenges in the context of ensuring that its children get everything they are entitled to and can expect to lead happy, healthy, and productive lives. The list is long and includes infantile mortality, scarcity of health, medical and educational facilities, and lack of access to safe and adequate drinking water, the provision of a clean environment, and protection from abuse. Only a small segment of this broad canvas has been addressed in this article).
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Incredible India
Wallowing in Neglect




"We owe a lot to the Indians, who taught us how to count, without which no scientific progress worthwhile could have been made".


- Albert Einstein


‘Incredible India’ is the ubiquitous sales-pitch of the India Tourism Department that greets the traveler these days in airports and railway stations.


True enough. It can hardly be gain said that India offers a dream-come-true variety of entertainments and excitements to the visiting tourist. So much so, that even internal tourism, meaning Indians from one region visiting interesting spots in another, has, in recent times, picked up as a major activity.


Tourism is well known as a major revenue earner for many countries, with its contribution to the Gross Domestic Products varying from 25% (Mauritius) to 80% (Maldives) - in countries that have a substantial tourist footfall. It is, therefore, only approximate that those in charge of tourism in our country should try to sell the sectors potential through such enticing advertisements. What is being done to back up such an invitation, and to support such appeals, with corresponding effort to spruce up tourist destinations in our country by making them visitor friendly, is quite another matter.


Normally brisk business characterizes tourist spots, and the surroundings quickly develop into hubs of transport and infrastructure facilities. They exude contemporariness in response to the demand, of the visitors, for the state-of-the-art facilities. The pyramids of Egypt, the Great Wall of China, and cities of the likes of London, Paris, and Cairo, are all examples of the significant contribution of tourism to public revenues. Compared to those places, the government of India would hardly appear to have done enough to make its tourist destinations attractive to visitors.


After all, what does India not have! It has geography, it has a history, and bountiful nature has endowed it with all the wonderful attributes a country can process-hot deserts, cold deserts, forests, ravines, hill stations, and attractive beach resorts. What is more, every known type of climate is there for one to choose, from the snow-clad mountains of the Himalayas to the Thar Desert of Rajasthan, from the rainforests of Chhattisgarh to the rich and prosperous deltas of the Indo-Gangetic Plain and the Godavari and Krishna basins. What is more, the country boasts of a rich religious legacy, with ancient Hindu temples, Buddhist monasteries, Islamic mosques, Jewish synagogues, Jain temples, and churches of all denominations from the Orthodox Syrian Christian to the Catholic - resplendent with Greek, Portuguese, French and Dutch architectures. The country also has an extensive rail and road network, apart from widespread air connectivity. A population largely able to speak English, and more than adequate boarding and lodging facilities of all price ranges, add to the appeal of its tourist spots.


Despite all this, some strange bug appears to the Indian tourism industry -witness India remaining at the seventh spot in the list of countries that are major tourist destinations.


One obvious issue is the failure of the government and its agencies to organize sufficient publicity for the places. It is a different matter that, despite this shortcoming, Kashmir, Kerala, and Goa (not to mention the Taj of course!) can attract tourists on their own.


Several suggestions strike one. As a person who spent the majority of his career in the agriculture sector, I have been a frequent visitor to Rome. Near the Colosseum, people dressed up as gladiators induce tourists to get photographed with them, making money in the process. Likewise, near Warwick Castle in England, people depict historical characters. Dressed inappropriate costumes, they enact plays - a major attraction for tourists. One does not see such things happening at all in our country. Even the half-hearted Sound and Light shows are usually organized at such odd hours that not many tourists find it convenient to attend them.


Visitors to the Taj can hardly help being revolted by the filth and squalor that present themselves, thoroughly putting them off. When questioned, the government offers the somewhat lame excuse - that the Taj Mahal is known well enough already and does not require publicity. For heaven’s sake, it is the facilities that need publicity - not the monument!


In other words, we would rather have the tourists go, not where they would like to go, but to the places which we offer! While they would have a natural inclination to visit the Sabarmati Ashram at Ahmedabad, we believe that a dressed-up museum, with Sardar Patel's or Gandhiji’s life as the theme, would attract their custom. Is this not somewhat like asking Shah Rukh Khan fans to see a movie with someone else as a hero believing that they will do that merely because of some publicity hype created in favor of the latter?


One important tendency that we have to remove, from the National psyche, is the somewhat defensive and apologetic attitude towards historical truths. Yes, the Moghuls were invaders. And the British colonized us. But can the enormous influence both those cultures have had on India's ethos, and history, be erased -merely by changing names? Like, for instance, Mount Road to Anna Salai and Kingsway to Raj Path? The British do not hesitate to admit that Henry the Eighth beheaded his Queens. In fact, that historical spot earns a good deal of money for England's economy from tourists. Why should we, then, shy away from our history? I think the time has come for us to disengage history from the imperatives of political correctness.


It is also essential to improve the arrangements at the various tourist spots in the country, to ensure that potential visitors are not scared away by the adverse publicity created by vested interests. Even that can only form the beginning of several positive steps that need to be taken to promote and sustain the tourism industry.


Declaring monuments as covered by the Ancient Monuments Preservation Act of India and handing over the maintenance to the Archaeological Survey of India can hardly be the answer. That department has, over several decades, proved singularly unequal to the task - no matter what the reason, such as lack of staff funds or expertise. Some state governments in the country have made efforts to involve the corporate sector in the maintenance and preservation of places of tourist interest. This can perhaps be tried out on a larger scale.


Take, for instance, the Taj again. Regarded for decades, if not for centuries, as a great legacy of our country and also as one of the Seven Wonders of the World (included in the UNESCO's list of heritage sites) the Taj would appear, in recent times, to have lost some of its luster - at least in the minds of those who matter. If one were to go by what the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh said some time ago, this great monument is, in fact, a blot on India's fair history, a monument that lacks "Indianness" - an entry that has blotted the country’s copybook! When this opinion was expressed it was, unsurprisingly, greeted with horror and widespread disapproval. A quick retraction followed, acknowledging that, after all, the blood and sweat of Indians had gone into its construction. This admission, however, was not followed by the re-entry of the Taj into the list of recommended destinations in the official tourist guide of Uttar Pradesh state, a list from which it had earlier been quite inexplicably dropped. Merely because it carries the name of the consort of a Moghul emperor, the Taj Mahal cannot become a ‘bad’ word. No matter what we do or say now, the name has its charm, and appeal, and is carried by a range of things from teabags to five-star hotels!
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History or Farce - or a Political Tool?




History repeats itself, first as tragedy, second as farce


- Karl Marx



This Tuesday, the Supreme Court of India declined the third plea in a row, to ban “Padmavati”. The Court chided the Chief Ministers of Rajasthan, Gujarat and Madhya Pradesh for opposing the screening of the film much even before the Censor Board had seen it. Even while that judgment was being pronounced, the Bihar Chief Minister joined the banning bandwagon, for what appears to be less than sound administrative reasons.


As of now, the Film Censor Board has returned the application of the producer (for certifying the film) on the ground that it was incomplete. The producer has, quite sensibly, withheld release of the movie, though he got clearance from British Censor Board. One was truly worried that the controversy created by this issue would reach a disturbing stage, particularly in view of the impending elections in Gujarat state. For that is the time when emotions run high, and even trivial issues get magnified. And would such a powerful and potent weapon, such as the medium of the cinema, be left unused by the political parties? Hardly likely there was every possibility that flaunting the theme of disrespect having been shown to the Indian woman, the voting public may have been unduly provoked.


Prices ranging from ₹ 25 lakhs to 10 crores were declared by various community and political leaders for the heads of the producer and the heroine of the movie. Theatres showing premieres were vandalized and the artist drawing heroine’s painting was attacked merely on the doubt, I repeat doubt, that the characters were not properly depicted in the film, and, in fact, without really knowing what the film was going to show.


The situation does, however, raise many questions the foremost among them being, should history be shown in movies as history is, or not. It, after all, relates to the past, and cannot, therefore, be erased or wished away. Should society make a record of it or forget about it? Would it be prudent to wish away the precious lessons of wisdom and experience that can be relearn from the treasure house of history? To study the past, and feed into our current plans the lessons learned there from, is our primary duty. How reasonable can it be to want to change what has already transpired, merely because it appears inconvenient or politically incorrect?


History teaches us, for instance, that King Krishna Deva Raya defeated the Gajapati Kings of Odisha. If this were to be filmed, would the people of Odisha state complain that they were depicted in poor light? Similarly, the Kakatiya Queen Rudrama Devi defeated Maharashtra Kings. Would it cause resentment in Maharashtra? If the fact that Ganapathy Deva was for some time jailed in Maharashtra was filmed, would it be tantamount to insulting the people of Telangana? We have unfortunately reached the stage where no assurance can be held out in response to any of these questions.


And if this is the situation in respect of events duly recorded in history, imagination boggles at the thought of how a clever mind can twist apocryphal stories or events belonging to the realm of folklore - the category to which Padmavati’s story belongs. Here is a story not decisively recorded in history. The current controversy is based on what the Sufi poet, Malik Muhammed Jayasi wrote in his epic poem about Padmavathi. And rumors arising from (the yet to be publicly known) script of the film have resulted in unending street demonstrations. Take the allegation, for instance, that there is a duet between Padmavati and Khilji, a claim hotly refuted by the director, but falling on deaf ears. Every agitator appears to have donned the role of the Censor Board and is demanding to see the film beforehand, while the real Censor Board is refusing to see the film on technical grounds!


According to popular belief, Padmavati was a Sinhalese Princess who became a daughter-in-law of the Rajasthanis. It would thus appear proper to advise Sanjay Leela Bhansali to check what the citizens of Sri Lanka would think about the whole story. One has, after all, to guard against probable demonstrations by Sri Lankans residing in Tamil Nadu! And, while one is at it, one might as well also look for and find their ancestors of Khilji just to be on the safe side! Perhaps we should ask Bhansali to invite all of us for a preview, to avoid future claims that our relatives were shown as losers in the war!


Seriously speaking, the time appears to have come for the commissioning a body of experts - those subscribing to different schools of thought - to arrive at a consensus and record that history - at least that which is taught in educational institutions. Because of acts such as the state government of Rajasthan recently getting history books revised to state that the battle of Haldighati resulted in Rana Pratap being the victor and not Akbar - quite contrary to what history has been telling us that Rana lost the battles and exiled himself to the forests.


Also, in recent times, a curious attitude has taken roots - namely that all Muslim kings including Moghuls were outsiders and looters and that, therefore, making a movie about them is thus amounts to praising, if not glorifying them. Who are these outsiders anyway? Many races including Sakas, Huns, Yavanas, Kambhojas, Pahlavas, Bahlikas, and Rishikas came from outside to the Indian sub-content. They all treated India as their land and settle down here. Calling people like Mohammed Ghazni, Ghori, or Timur who invaded and looted our country, is reasonable. But if those who settled down here tilled the land, begot children and left an everlasting mark on the country's history, such as the Turks, Mamluks, the Khiljis, the Tughlaqs, the Lodhis, and the Moghuls are depicted as exploiters, how can the argument survive? After all, they were also sons of the soil. That much cannot be denied.


The Moghuls did a lot for the country. Since I belong to the agriculture sector by my profession, this writer is in a position to record his deep appreciation for the agricultural reforms they brought about. The legion of Urdu words in agriculture and the village administration terminology speaks for itself.


Finally what I wish to say is that even if Bhansali's movie is full of mistakes it can hardly alter the century-old history. Folklore tells us, for instance, that Anarkali was entombed while still alive. But in the movie "Mughal-E-Azam" it was shown that Akbar finally took pity on her, got her released, and sent her abroad. When confronted, the producer of that movie took the stand that, after all, Anarkali was a fictitious character without any roots in real history-therefore, how did it matter which way an imaginary character was depicted?


Similarly, there are no traces of evidence to substantiate the story of Rani Padmini. But Khilji was a historical character. What people believe is that Khilji, who desired Padmini to be his consort, invaded Rajasthan. Not wanting to succumb to his advances Padmini committed self-immolation. I do not think the director meddled with this basic storyline. When all has been said and done, a movie is an instrument of entertainment and, in seeking to engage the audience, if the story writer or director takes a few liberties here and there with the accepted version of what, ultimately, is only an apocryphal narrative, what is wrong?


All in all, it would certainly appear that there is a case of much ado about nothing. The whole sequence of events strongly resembles a farce being played out, and with many tragic consequences.


Poor Marx, he could hardly have imagined that history could repeat itself as a political tool also.
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Allergy to Dissent




Where the press is free and every man able to read, all is safe.


- Thomas Jefferson



The “Tamil Nadu police on Sunday arrested freelance cartoonist Bala G in Chennai for drawing a cartoon depicting the state’s inability to prevent a family from committing suicide in Tirunelveli. Burdened by debt, Essakimutthu, a worker in Tirunelveli, committed suicide along with his wife and child, in front of the office of the District Collector, Tirunelveli. The death of Muthu and the children disturbed many, including Chennai-based cartoonist G. Bala who drew a cartoon in which the Chief Minister, the Collector, and the Superintendent of Police are shown watching while the child’s corpses are being burned. They were shown practically naked, in token of lost prestige. Bala posted the cartoon on his Facebook page. The government immediately swung into action, but not the way one probably expected. Bala was arrested!


Angered and irritated by the cartoon, Sandeep Nanduri, the District Collector, wrote to the Police department of his intention to file a criminal case for offensive, derogatory and demeaning depiction. The police promptly registered an FIR and arrested Bala in the early hours of 5 November. And, after making him go round several police stations, he finally produced him in the Magistrate’s Court but opposed the grant of bail to him. Ultimately the District Judge granted bail to Bala. The law requires a public servant to approach a Session’s Court to file a case of criminal defamation under such circumstances. But the police not only took cognizance of a mere letter but also followed it up with regrettable vigor. The Madras High Court has since stayed the investigation for a period of four weeks.


In a series of raids, the Income Tax department recently unearthed huge amounts of undisclosed income and assets, owned by followers of Sasikala. How did Sasikala amass so much wealth? Was it not because of the former CM Jayalalitha? The TN government has been markedly intolerant of criticism, and even an old and respected publication, “Ananda Vikatan” was also not spared the ignominy of action. The press naturally ran scared and hardly reacted to increasing rot in the government. Those in power remained unaware of the goings-on. With no pressure on the government to mend its ways, it not only became unpopular but remained unaware of it. The entire structure of the ruling party collapsed following the death of its leader, and no one knows how long this government survives. All because the government was deaf to the “vox populi ”.


The government of Andhra Pradesh recently announced the ‘Nandi’ awards for cine-artists, for three years at one go. Perhaps anticipating criticism, the government warned that adverse criticism would entail ineligibility for the awards for three years. Neither is the government of Telangana tolerant to criticism. It caused a ban on a TV channel for more than a year for telecasting news unfavorable to it. Had governments earlier behaved like this, no people’s movement would have sustained.


All this brings to mind the relationship between the famous cartoonist Shankar and Jawaharlal Nehru. Shankar was famous for caricaturing political leaders with biting satire. Nehru went to the extent of requesting him “not to spare” him. It was Nehru again, who stood by Chalapathi Rao, (the Editor of the National Herald), when the newspaper mischievously carried verbatim a letter by Nehru’s sister Krishna Hutheesing, as latter had specifically requested that it be so carried! Those were the days!


When the state of emergency was imposed in India in the year 1975, it was felt that the President of Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed was forced to sign the ordinance in an undue hurry and without having had the time takes to apply his mind. The spirit of that situation was conveyed in a cartoon by Abu, carried by the Indian Express, showing the President signing a document while still in the bathtub.


In those days no cartoonist was arrested. Strange, therefore, that today, when vulgarity, impropriety, violence, and sex are rampant in the media, cartoons should have attracted such violent reprisal in Tamil Nadu. Even the Andhra Pradesh government recently ordered the arrest of a cartoonist who had posted some critical pieces on Facebook.


Whether it is the media are the agitators, the governments of the day ought to accept news relating to issues currently agitating the public mind. They should realize that their leaders are usually surrounded by coteries of sycophants. Unless reports are heeded, they will remain oblivious to public resentment.


In 1979, when I was Collector of Krishna district, a news item appeared one day in the prestigious local daily “Eenadu”. With screaming headlines, the item alleged that I had failed to implement a government program for providing employment to the youth in the district. I had not, till then, even been aware that such a scheme was, in fact, under implementation! Using the news to my advantage I ascertained the details of the program and ensured that it was properly implemented. Thereafter, many other consequences followed those incidents which are not relevant in this context. The point to note is that the role played by the media had a positive impact on my efforts.


For, if what the media had reported was to be believed, I was not merely failing in my duty to implement government programs, but also could be seen as having cooperated with the private bus operators (who were operating on routes which could have been allotted to the self-employed youth) by my inaction.


Indira Gandhi was a dynamic, popular leader. The imposition of the national emergency including censorship was, no doubt, a blot on her character. The Indian Express, in protest against censorship, carried a blank editorial. Indira did not take the cue. Certain good things happened under that harsh regime, but they were marred by a lot of harmful things. While enormous publicity was given to the acts of the government, on account of the censorship, she and her followers were oblivious of the adverse impact that their actions were having on the general public. They were fed with biased and erroneous reports that all was well and that people were happy. That was the reason why a misled Mrs. Gandhi lifted the emergency and ordered elections. Once censorship was removed, all the atrocities that occurred earlier came to light, and Mrs. Gandhi‘s party suffered a terrible defeat. Even she lost.


Although history keeps teaching us such lessons, those in power rarely learn from them. By hook or by crook, by temptation or by fear, they keep desperately trying to obtain favorable coverage in the media. Unfortunate indeed! In sum, it is high time for the high and the mighty to pause, sit back and reflect upon the damage that can be caused to the fabric of good governance on account of their intolerant attitude towards the media.


There is, otherwise, the danger of our press also joining the ranks of those about whom John Swinton (formerly Chief of Staff, New York Times), warned “... Anyone who would be so foolish as to write honest opinions... will be put on the streets looking for another job... our talents... lives are... the property of other men... we are intellectual prostitutes.”
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Man and Machine - The Love-Hate Game





The results of the elections to the urban local bodies and Panchayati Raj Institutions are out in Uttar Pradesh. The ruling BJP has performed well in the cities. But in the towns and villages, with an electorate of three and a half crores, it appears not to have done so well. Independents had the upper hand there. Why this setback? Did the rural voters, comprising largely unorganized labor and petty traders, express their dissatisfaction with experiments such as demonetization and GST?


Even while this analysis was going on, Mayawati has concluded that the ruling party is securing victories by tampering with the EVM (Electronic Voting Machines), where they are used, while their performance was bad where ballot boxes are used. And in the quick agreement is Akhilesh Yadav. Therefore, they argue, elections in the future should always be through the use of the ballot paper abandoning EVM. It has to be noted that they have an illustrious company. Arvind Kejriwal, who came into the limelight through modern platforms like social media and the internet, is also opposing the use of EVMs. Even Chandrababu Naidu, with whom ‘next generation’ and ‘high-tech’ are buzzwords, has opposed them and advocated reversal to the ballot box. And this, despite his having exhorted people about the need to be computer savvy, and his being the Chairman of the Digitization Committee of the government of India.


I am by no means prepared to certify that EVMs are tamper-proof. I have no pretenses to such technical credentials. I know enough that, if there is any glitch in any software and hardware with any instrument I am using, I can get it attended to. I would, therefore, understand if these leaders were to seek rectification of the faults, if any, in the EVMs, or offer to get them set right by their experts. To oppose their use altogether, however, is something I am unable to comprehend. That is like, to use a cliché, throwing the baby out with the bathwater!


For that matter, is the ballot method free of complaints? Were there no grievances of misuse of ballot papers and boxes when they were used earlier? When Indira Gandhi won the 1972 Parliamentary elections, Balraj Madhok (former President of Bharatiya Jan Sangh, the earlier avatar of the BJP) made an allegation, (which was never proved), that invisible Russian ink was used to mark the symbol of the Congress beforehand. Many malpractices were in vogue during ballot days including the pouring of ink or water into ballot boxes. Ballot boxes were sometimes exchanged or even carried away. And there were instances of booth-capturing and rigging. Threats to polling personnel were also quite common. As there was an insufficiency of security forces on account of the short gap between the polling dates, officials were constantly under fear of what the local people might do to them.


I must make mention, in this connection, about the elections in 1997 in Madhepura Parliamentary Constituency - during which I had the opportunity of serving as an Observer of the Election Commission of India. The two stalwarts of that area, Lalu Yadav and Sharad Yadav, were locked in the contest there. That part of Bihar was, deservedly or otherwise, regarded as an area where regulation was rather lax in several spheres, including elections. Despite having been warned about that, I was certainly surprised when, after the polls and during the counting process, the staff wanted breaks! And, when the election counting carried on into the late hours, they wanted to go home and come back the next day, unheard of in other parts of the country!


What I am getting at is that, undoubtedly, while mechanization has its plus points, they also entail many difficulties and inconveniences. If the server fails, one is helpless. In the days of the manual system, one could have got work done somehow or the other. Our leaders try to make us believe automation is a must, though it causes alarming unemployment. This claim is made even while electricity, internet, cell phone signals are eluding many parts of the country. While our leaders chant the IT mantra for everything, many rudimentary sectors have been ignored. These strong advocates of mechanization speak in a different tone when it comes to EVMs.


I am personally of the view that computerization is essential. The question is one of where. When a large amount of data is involved, or a complicated analysis involving many variables has to be undertaken, it is essential. But it should stop when it attempts merely to replace man. As Gandhiji said, machines should help man to reduce workload, not replace him. In the Indian Railways, for instance, computers can be used with advantage in planning and executing complicated plans relating to freight and passenger movement but can be avoided in the booking of tickets which can be done by human beings. In automated flying of aircraft, building, and using weather - forecasting models or estimates of possible damage on account of imminent disasters, computers are irreplaceable. But should they be used for issuing electricity or water bills? I think not.


While on the subject, I recall my experiences in two state government postings. While working as Deputy Commissioner Commercial Taxes in 1974 at Vishakhapatnam, I had adopted the A, B, C approach to the examination of the accounts of the various assesses in my area, to sift the chaff from the grain. Those who contributed substantially to the number, but paid little by way of tax, formed the A group, the small number of those who contributed large chunks of tax were put in the C group and the rest in the middle group, that is B. The analysis quickly yielded a focus following which I was able to


(a) relieve the small traders from undue harassment by conducting summary assessments in respect of their returns,


(b) focus on the big assesses and pay greater attention to them, and


(c) leave the rest of the assessments to the department, to be attended in the normal course. Encouraged by the attractive dividend this approach yielded, I used it again as Commissioner, Urban Land Ceilings in 1976 in Hyderabad, where I had to deal with about 15,000 declarations under a newly introduced enactment. In both cases, it would have been both difficult and impractical to have done the analysis manually. Computers came in handy for decision-making. This kind of exercise cannot be done at the state or national levels, without the aid of computers. So telling were the instances, that I was able to present them in the shape of a paper for publication in the ‘Indian Journal of Public Administration’ in the year 1980.


Coming back to EVMs, it can hardly be denied that their use has greatly simplified, speeded up, and made more transparent, the conduct of elections. Undoubtedly, harm will be done if they are tampered with. What needs to be done is to prevent possible misuse of the machines, and ensure that they are duly safeguarded against theft or manipulation, rather than abandon their use altogether and go back to the outdated, if not primitive, method of ballot papers and boxes.


In May 2017, the Election Commission issued a challenge to the political parties to prove that EVMs are foolproof. Kapil Sibal, a senior leader of the Congress party ridiculed the claim saying that even the Pentagon is not foolproof! But during the EC’s all-party meeting in June, no political party could prove that EVMs are defective. But, now in the Gujarat elections, in Porbandar, the Congress (I) candidate has alleged that EVMs were being manipulated, through the Bluetooth software. As the adage goes, the show must go on, at least for the gallery!
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Who is saying 'No' to Telugu?





The World Telugu Conference, a spectacular extravaganza took place last week. As is customary on such occasions, the glory of the Telugu language was praised to the skies, and all the eminent personalities present reiterated the greatness of the Telugu culture. Not that the proceedings were bereft of controversy. Those who inevitably level the criticism that such celebrations are a ruse to divert public attention from other burning issues did so once again. This time it was new that regionalism came to the fore, so much so that the Chief Minister of the other Telugu speaking state was not extended the courtesy due to him. On the whole, however, some good effort was made to promote the cause of the Telugu language. To that extent, one must be happy. Also surfacing during the celebrations was the allegation that, although made the official language as long ago as in 1966, Telugu, for over 50 years, has not come to be implemented as such - thanks largely to the indifference of the official machinery. So this columnist and his community (of civil servants) were hauled over the coals on one more count!


“Though 200-250 government orders and memos that are being issued per day, the total number of orders in Telugu did not exceed 500 is the composite state of Andhra Pradesh. And, during the last 3 1/2 years, in the Telangana state (TS), this number was a mere 20! The number of Telugu speaking members of the All India Services, such as the IAS and the IPS, has increased in recent times. Still, the situation has shown no considerable improvement, largely on account of a lack of resolve on the part of the government of the day. In many states like Tamil Nadu, it has for long been the practice for orders to issue in both the official language and in English. This, sadly, is not the case in AP or TS,” so goes the media report!


Yes. It is a fact the use of Telugu in administration is not as much here as it is in many other states. The governments of those states have made instruction in the official language compulsory. And the parents also are encouraging their children to learn the mother tongue. And here? Parents feel that if children get used to reading Telugu their knowledge of English might suffer. Even the Telugu newspapers and magazines are not purchased in their homes. They send their children to English medium private schools and do not want to have Telugu even as a subject. Even the few children, who learn Telugu as a subject up to the 10thstandard, promptly change over thereafter to learn French or Sanskrit, to score highly. Parents feel unhappy if children make mistakes while speaking in English but do not mind if their children cannot speak proper Telugu and in fact, they take pride in it! They criticize the governments of neighboring states for allowing Telugu medium schools to close down but demand the very same thing within their states. Noticing that government schools are not in demand because of the Telugu medium, the governments are switching over to the English medium.


Coming back to the use of Telugu in government offices, how can children raised in such circumstances speak/write good Telugu? Brought up in an atmosphere that frowns upon the use of Telugu, how can they, after joining the government service, wherefrom can they learn the correct usage of Telugu words? And, in any case, it is no mean job translating government orders which are full of complexities. Even a word this way or that can substantially alter the meaning and the context, creating avoidable ambiguity and unforeseen complications. The language needs to be precise and crisp, and such as to withstand the rigor of scrutiny even by a Court of law. Causal or half-baked translations will create unending litigation and adversely affect the public interest.


I now look at people with other languages as their mother tongue, such as Bengali, Tamil, or Malayalam we find? a completely different picture. Even after having been exposed to the highest levels of education in English, and holding exalted public offices, they can speak fluently in their mother tongues whether on the stage or the TV, etc., for hours together. How many of us Telugus can do that?


Ultimately, in it, all boils down to the saying “yatha praja tatha raja” twisted from the original saying which says people follow their leaders. In this case, ‘As are people, so is Government’. If the general public loves Telugu, makes their kids proficient in Telugu, then they can force the government to use Telugu extensively in administration, once it is accepted in principle, the nitty-gritty about where and how can follow thereafter. But, for all this to happen, a fundamental change has to come about in the attitude of the parents. To begin with, we should stop looking down upon people who have not studied in the English medium. And children should not be encouraged to believe that studying in Telugu at the high school level will make it difficult for them to learn other languages. Take my example for instance. It was only after leaving school that I learned other languages - and learned them fairly well, even if I do say so. The truth is that the art of communication, once it is developed in one language, becomes an advantage in any other language. Many of my batchmates in the civil service can read and write with great facility in their mother tongues.


I can state with authority, and with the knowledge of actual examples, that it is not merely in the IAS, but in many other fields of human endeavor, those in the highest places were educated only in their mother tongues. In recent times I have had experience with assisting enough a sort of language civil service aspirants who are giving to take their examinations in Telugu. With that exposure, I can state confidently that the ability to perform well in the public sphere is not proportional to one’s knowledge of English. This is something parents have to understand.


As in the case of machines, I have my views regarding the selective usage of Telugu. A language ought to have three purposes; one as a means of communication, then as a means of recreation, and finally, a means of learning. Telugu does fine in the first two areas. There are several dialects and they convey our feelings very well. So far as the second is concerned the language has a wonderful repertoire of excellent prose and melodious poetry. But in the case of the third category, regretfully the language is at least a century behind European languages such as English or German; or Asian languages such as Chinese or Japanese. The other languages have taken care to see every book of knowledge is translated into then. No such major endeavor has taken place in the case of any of the Indian languages. After all, how many encyclopedias of different disciplines are available in Telugu? One needs to have a good command over English, spoken as well as written, to enlarge one’s area of knowledge.


On the whole, it would appear that the most sensible and practical approach would be to settle for learning Telugu upto the high school level and, thereafter, switch over to the English medium, to stay in the race for employment or a professional career.


After all, beyond a point in the domain of learning I have just referred to, the word, language, must be understood to have a limited and restricted definition.


The decorous or bejeweled form of a language is more like a precious ornament, to be taken out and used on special occasions, and carefully preserved - a valuable possession that represents one’s legacy of a rich culture. Its utility as an instrument for modern-day learning that can lead to a fruitful career, however, has to be accepted as having severe limitations.
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Balancing the Self-Respect Bandwagon





The art of espousing causes that are likely to appeal to people and come in handy in an election comes naturally to political leaders.


Whether it is the mishandling of a natural calamity such as a flood or a drought, a ‘foreign hand’ that is fuelling unrest in a part of the country or the backwardness of the region or a community that has been neglected by the ruling party, many issues have been used as a stick to beat the opposition within the past by various political parties.


It is thus that the phenomena of regionalism and narrow, partisan feelings based on communities, or languages, all raising the slogan of ‘self-respect’, have repeatedly raised their heads since Independence.


The most recent manifestation of it was the ‘Asmita’ slogan, adopted by Narendra Modi during the recent elections to the Gujarat assembly. His party conducted its four-month long election campaign on his plank of “I am Gujarat, I am development”. Once Modi joined the fray, the party’s main allegation against the main opposition, the Congress (I) party, was that it (the Congress-I) had dealt a blow to the self-respect of the Gujaratis. Towards the end of the campaign, even allegations of contracts (suparis) to a conspiracy to assassinate Modi, hatched at a ‘secret’(!) meeting in Delhi, surfaced. While the latter allegation can be tested for its veracity by an agency, Committee, or by some other such mechanism, the hurting of self-respect can never be verified, since it is just a feeling. It is impossible for anyone to establish whether it was caused by someone’s action or not. There are no known parameters that can identify or measure the degree or extent of such emotions. The very concept of ‘selfrespect’ is nebulous by nature.


At a time when humanity is priding itself on having entered the Third Millennium - heralding the dawn of an era driven by the forces of liberalization, privatization, and globalization against the background of explosive growth in information and communication technologies, it is a strange and sad experience to find that, more and more, forces that divide societies are surfacing once again.


One trusts that the statements made, and the stances taken, were the result of the heat of campaigning. And that the approach to issues will, in the future, be again informed by the wisdom and enlightenment for which our national political leadership is known.


The breakdown of the USSR, for instance, may have largely been caused by Gorbachev’s concepts of Perestroika and Glasnost. What is noteworthy, however, is that, as the disintegration was taking place, the erstwhile monolithic structures that had represented age-old ethnic identities also reappeared. The conflict between the Shias and the Sunnis that has ravaged the war-torn Middle-Eastern countries of Iran and Iraq is another unfortunate example of how pernicious regional considerations can lead to bitter consequences. One can understand the longing for a politico-religious identity, or a linguistic or ethnic aspiration, as in the case of Jerusalem, Catalonia, or Bangladesh. A demandbased purely on divisive considerations cannot, however, be countenanced by a society committed to order and justice.


One wonders whether a process of dismantling of the integrity of India as one Nation will not begin to happen soon, following the rather ill-advised use of the slogan of self-respect and whether the edifice of a federal polity, created by Sardar Patel soon after Independence, will fall not apart at its seams.


One has witnessed many a regional sentiment-based uprisal in several parts of the country in the past. The most common cause at the root of these was the grievance nursed by the people that their region was not adequately developed. The complaint usually was that educational institutions, irrigation projects, or industries have not been set up in that area, that people from that region were not finding employment and that the leaders and others from the developed regions, especially those around the capital cities of the states, we're adopting a step-motherly attitude towards that region. It is also not uncommon for these grievances to be accompanied by some sort of statistics. But in the case of selfrespect, how is one to gather any statistics? What is to be the yardstick? With no such parameters to measure the degree of the feeling, it can be used as a powerful tool of criticism.


Normally, regional or sub-regional agitations are started by parties in the opposition while the ruling parties preach pacifism. NTR, started the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) in 1982 using ‘self-respect’ as a political weapon and trounced the Congress (I). He termed the callous manner in which Chief Ministers of Andhra Pradesh had been frequently changed by the Congress party’s high command as a blow to Telugu pride. What ought to have been an internal matter of the Congress (I) and a cause for a dethroned Chief Minister to nurse as a grievance, was astutely depicted by him as an insult to the entire community of Telugu, and to great political advantage.


But then, NTR was in the opposition when he did what he did. Earlier the BJP is now the ruling party in the country. It says the Congress (I) hurt Gujarati pride by ‘rigging’ elections of Patel and Morarji to deprive them of Prime Minister’s post. Had that happened would not Patel or Morarji have walked out of the party? In any case, they accepted to become Deputy Prime Ministers. There are many states, from where neither a Prime Minister nor Deputy Prime Ministers have come. Are we to conclude that their self-respect is also hurt? And why identify national leaders like Patel and Morarji as mere ‘Gujaratis?


Take my case for instance. Born in Chennai, brought up almost entirely in Hyderabad (but for a short stay of two years in Guntur when the High Court was located there and my father was a practicing lawyer and judge in that court) graduating in Delhi and coming back to Hyderabad. Going by the criteria prescribed from time to time by the various states such as Tamil Nadu, Telangana, or Andhra Pradesh, I would most certainly not qualify, today being a citizen of any of them! When should I feel that my self-respect is being hurt? The answer is simple. As a Telugu, I feel insulted when I find people of the two states quarreling with each other over petty matters. As a citizen of Hyderabad, I feel ashamed and insulted when nothing is done to prevent the cruel and barbarous practice of employing children and trading in young women. And, as a citizen of India, I feel outraged and ashamed of being called a citizen of India when, after decades of being an independent country we are unable to prevent our farmers from committing suicide on account of distress.


The time certainly appears to have come for us to change the very definition of self-respect. We all know that all life is neither black nor white. Most of it lies in the grey area - strangely enough, a color that does not find a place in the rainbow! A spirit of give-and-take and the willingness to compromise are the hallmarks of a - civilized society.


A sense of belonging to a group is no doubt essential for a social animal such as man which leads to a meaningful life. The point is that it should not be overdone. Yes, once again the need is for balance. The trick, therefore, is to find the golden mean, between an excessive attachment to the cause of a group or caste and a total and dangerous disconnect and alienation from a language/region/community.


The balance between centrifugal and centripetal forces is precisely what keeps a celestial object in orbit! Any disruption of that equilibrium can only result in the body collapsing into itself, resulting in destruction, or being shot off into space never to be seen again!


[image: img1ce8d346c831]




Losses - Real and Perceived





Finally the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) Special Court has pronounced the much-awaited verdict, on the 2G scam criminal case filed by the CBI. And a sensational case, which rocked the nation for over seven years, has, all at once, fallen flat on its face. Followers of the accused are claiming that their leaders stood the ordeal by fire. The CBI says it will go in appeal.


Why did the prosecution fail? Clearly because of the inability of the investigating agency to produce credible and adequate evidence in support of its charges. The Court felt that the allegations were based on the presumptive calculation of loss incurred by the central government which was untenable. Similar perceived losses made headlines in the Coal scam too.


I do not intend to comment on whether the government of the day followed the proper procedure and adopted the correct methodology in the spectrum allotments and whether there was any malafide behind the decision taken. One cannot come to any conclusion on such issues without an opportunity to examine the connected papers in close detail. My focus is on the numbers arrived at by the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG), the method it adopted to compute the perceived loss, and whether it was scientific.


In the 2G spectrum sale, CAG estimated that the government had lost ₹1.76 lakh crores. In its charge sheet, CBI pegged the loss at ₹31,200 crores. The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) said that the government had actually gained over ₹30,550 crores by selling the 2G spectrum. All these organizations are government organizations. Still such a variance in figures! The CAG arrived at ₹1.76 lakh crores by comparing the proceeds of the auctions conducted in 2010 with the same in 2008. Disagreeing with that calculation, the CBI took 2001 as the base year and arrived at a loss of ₹31200 crores, i.e. 18% of CAG's figure.


Such presumptive losses, calculated on the basis of notional assumptions, are notoriously unreliable - as they are not grounded on any accepted or scientific scale of measurement. Many variable parameters, such as the period of time, the demand in the market, the awareness generated about the auction and the stature of players concerned, etc. are not comparable.


Consider the case of a film hero who acts in a movie for the remuneration of ₹1 crore. Let us say the film is a box office hit, making the hero well-known and saleable in the eyes of the distributors. Consequently, another producer offers the hero ₹5 crores for another movie. Can that hero then claim that he was cheated by the earlier producer of the differential amount of ₹4 crores as that representing the difference between his notional value and the actual amount paid?


Similarly, take the case of a government that disposes of an extent of 10 acres of land for ₹1 crore. A year later, following an announcement that a private housing project is to come up near that site, the value of that land goes up to ₹10 cr. Then can it be argued that the decision taken by the government has caused the loss of ₹9 crores to the exchequer and what if a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) case is filed in a Court on that basis?


And, in any case, all these charges are leveled against governments based on decisions taken and imaginary losses caused thereby. What, then, about the decisions not taken? Is there any record of litigation involving charges leveled against the governments, or the other public agencies, based on account of the cost of inaction or postponement of decisions?


Take the instance of an irrigation project. Completed in time, it would irrigate thousands of acres, resulting in a good harvest and the betterment of the economic condition of the farmers who are dependent on the produce of those lands. On account of procrastination on the part of the government in decisionmaking relating to the project and delays in the release of funds while it is under its execution, there are cost and time overruns. The project remains incomplete for 10 or 15 years and, on account of the delay, water does not reach the lands, crops are not grown and, to meet the shortfall in production, the government is forced to resort to the import of food grains. And, in the meanwhile, the farmers who had borrowed money, in the hope of reaping good harvests, had to face acute economic distress and committed suicides consequently. Also, the Cooperative Banks, which had extended loans to the farmers, suffered losses and shut down - causing totally acute hardship to their depositors and employees. Is anyone attempting to quantify such costs, or those responsible being called upon to explain the unfortunate consequences of their inaction?


This reminds me of the story about the person who was once asked how many people worked in his office. His reply was “.....about half of them!”


Such losses are particularly significant in the realm of the much-neglected field of disaster management in our country. I have had occasion to observe that the inability to shift the emphasis from the post-event preoccupation to prevention and preparedness activities in respect of disasters in our country has resulted in a huge escalation in the funds required for Search and Rescue (SAR), relief, and rehabilitation work (a World Bank study, has, showed that a dollar spent on mitigation saves nine on SAR activities).


Many states have similarly turned a deaf ear to the advice of the government of India to set up their Disaster Response Forces. Consequently, huge amounts are being spent on search and rescue operations, following the occurrence of disasters. What is the extent of these losses, and who is to be held accountable for them?
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