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Amazing
facts about crime fiction, true crime stories, crazy laws and
unbelievable crimes
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The
detective novel has a long and fascinating history with many
surprising twists and curious developments. Here are ten remarkable
and curious facts about the origins of the detective story:
  



 






  

    
There
is evidence that even the ancient Egyptians had stories that
involved
solving mysteries and solving crimes. One of the oldest known
stories
of this kind is the "Tale of Sinuhe" from the Middle
Kingdom, even if it does not quite correspond to the modern concept
of a detective story. The story is about a man named Sinuhe who
goes
into exile after plotting to murder the pharaoh and experiences
numerous adventures before returning to Egypt.
  



 






  

    
While
Edgar Allan Poe's "The Murders in the Rue Morgue" is often
considered the first detective novel, there is a lesser-known story
called "The Miss with the Green Eyes", published by French
writer Émile Gaboriau a few years before Poe. Gaboriau is often
referred to as the pioneer of the detective novel in France, and
many
of his works revolve around the detective Lecoq, a character often
compared to Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes.
  



 






  

    
The
figure of the detective as we know it today goes back in part to
real
detectives of the 19th century. A good example is Eugène François
Vidocq, a French criminal who later turned to the law and founded
the
Sûreté Nationale, one of the first known detective agencies.
Vidocq's life was so colorful and full of adventure that he is
often
seen as an inspiration for literary detectives such as Victor
Hugo's
Jean Valjean and Inspector Javert or Alexandre Dumas' Monsieur
Jackal.
  



 






  

    
The
origins of the detective novel are not limited to Europe. In
classical Chinese literature, there are the "Four Great
Detective Novels", which include "The Mystery of the Golden
Hairpin" and "The Shimmering Pearl". These stories,
written during the Ming and Qing dynasties, are about mysterious
crimes, cunning perpetrators and sharp-witted detectives who keep
readers on the edge of their seats.
  



 






  

    
Victorian
England was fascinated by the figure of the 'gentleman detective',
a
wealthy, often aristocratic amateur sleuth who solved crimes out of
passion rather than necessity. These characters were often
mysterious, intelligent and used their keen powers of observation
to
solve cases. One of the best-known representatives of this
character
is Charles Dickens' Mr. Bucket from "Bleak House", who is
considered one of the first detective characters in English
literature.
  



 






  

    
Wilkie
Collins' novel "The Moonstone", often referred to as the
first English crime novel, contains many elements that later became
standard in crime fiction: A mysterious crime, a multitude of
suspects, false leads and a surprising resolution at the
end.
  



 






  

    
Interestingly,
the crime novel was not very popular in Russia in the 19th century.
It is often assumed that this was because Russian society was going
through a deep moral and social crisis at the time and people were
more interested in psychological and philosophical issues. It was
only towards the end of the century, influenced by Western European
trends, that the crime novel began to gain popularity in
Russia.
  



 






  

    
The
name "Sherlock Holmes" is familiar to almost everyone
today, but what many people don't know is that Arthur Conan Doyle
was
originally not at all enthusiastic about writing more stories about
the famous detective. After letting Holmes die in "The Last
Case", he was surprised by public outrage and pressure to revive
the character. Doyle eventually relented and wrote "The Empty
House", in which Holmes' death was exposed as an elaborate
fraud.
  



 






  

    
The
term "whodunit", a neologism from "Who did it? (Who
did it?), was coined in the 1930s and refers to crime novels that
focus on the mystery surrounding the perpetrator. The reader is
encouraged to follow the clues and try to solve the mystery before
the detective does.
  



 






  

    
The
rise of the crime novel in the 20th century was fueled by the
success
of crime magazines like "Black Mask" in the US. These
magazines published short crime stories and contributed to the
popularity of hard American detective stories, which were often
grittier and more realistic than their British counterparts.
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Wilkie
Collins, often referred to as the 'father of the detective novel',
wrote 'The Moonstone' in 1868, a work that is often described as
the
first modern English detective novel. What many do not know,
however,
is that Collins was under the influence of opium when he wrote it.
He
suffered from gout and took laudanum (a painkiller containing
opium)
to relieve his pain. Some literary scholars believe that this
influenced the dreamy and often hallucinatory qualities of the
novel.
  



 






  

    
Some
of the first crime writers were women. Anna Katharine Green, a 19th
century American poet and novelist, is often described as the first
woman to write a crime novel. Her book "The Leavenworth Case"
(1878) was a great success and influenced later crime writers such
as
Agatha Christie.
  



 






  

    
The
Victorian public loved "sensation novels", novels that
dealt with shocking and sensational subjects. Mary Elizabeth
Braddon,
author of "Lady Audley's Secret" (1862), was a master of
this genre. Her stories were often peppered with dark family
secrets,
bigamy and madness, which made them incredibly popular with
readers.
  



 






  

    
One
of the most famous crime writers of all time, Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle,
actually only wrote four novels about his famous detective Sherlock
Holmes. The majority of Holmes' adventures consist of 56 short
stories. Conan Doyle was often frustrated by the shadow Holmes cast
over his other literary works, and even tried to kill the character
to rid himself of him.
  



 






  

    
Although
less well known today, Émile Gaboriau was a pioneer of the
detective
novel in France. His detective Monsieur Lecoq was the forerunner of
many literary detectives who followed him. Lecoq was known for his
scientific approach to solving crimes, which was a novelty at the
time. He was one of the first fictional detectives to incorporate
forensic methods into his investigations.
  



 






  

    
Fyodor
Dostoyevsky, better known for his profound philosophical novels,
also
wrote crime fiction. "Crime and Punishment", written in
1866, is a psychological thriller that explores the mental turmoil
of
a man after a murder. It is a dark and intense work that is often
described as one of the greatest novels of all time.
  



 






  

    
The
French journalist and writer Gaston Leroux is best known for his
novel "The Phantom of the Opera". But he also wrote a
classic detective novel: "The Riddle of the Yellow Room"
(1907), which is often described as one of the best "locked
room" mysteries of all time.
  



 






  

    
Maurice
Leblanc created the charming gentleman criminal Arsène Lupin, who
is
often referred to as the French answer to Sherlock Holmes.
Interestingly, there are even stories in which Lupin fights Holmes,
although Leblanc was forced to change the name from Holmes after
legal problems with Conan Doyle.
  



 






  

    
Agatha
Christie, the "queen of the detective novel", wrote her
first novel "The Missing Link in the Chain" during the
First World War. In it, she created the Belgian detective Hercule
Poirot, who would appear in many of her later works. Poirot, with
his
"little gray cells", became one of the most famous
detectives in literary history.
  



 






  

    
In
the 1920s and 1930s, crime fiction experienced its "Golden Age",
particularly in Great Britain. Authors such as Dorothy L. Sayers,
Margery Allingham and Ngaio Marsh introduced intricate plots,
character-driven detectives and idyllic English villages that were
often the setting for murders. These books, which were often more
mysteries than realistic crime stories, are still popular with
lovers
of the genre today.
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In
Victorian England, the city of London experienced unprecedented
urbanization and a population explosion during the Industrial
Revolution. This led to an increase in crime, but also to a growing
fascination with crime and crime solving. Newspapers and magazines
profited from this trend and reported extensively on spectacular
crimes. This "sensational" reporting contributed
significantly to the popularity of crime stories and created
fertile
ground for the emergence of the crime genre.
  



 






  

    
The
famous Newgate Prison in London was not only a prison, but also a
source of inspiration for many early crime stories. The 'Newgate
Novels' were a series of 19th century novels that revolved around
criminals and were often set in Newgate Prison. These stories often
glorified the criminal life and sparked controversy over their
moral
implications.
  



 






  

    
The
case in which a man was accused of killing his wife and hiding her
body under the floor became an international media spectacle. The
fact that the suspect was tracked down and arrested by radio from a
ship showed modern technology in action. This influenced many crime
writers, who incorporated modern scientific methods into their
stories.
  



 






  

    
The
case of Jack the Ripper at the end of the 19th century, in which a
serial killer killed several women in London, remained unsolved
despite intensive investigations. This mystery fascinated the
public
and influenced the genre by emphasizing the idea of the elusive and
mysterious murderer. The case has inspired and influenced
generations
of writers, filmmakers and theorists.
  



 






  

    
The
success of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle's Sherlock Holmes influenced a
whole generation of detective stories, but not only in a positive
sense. Many early crime writers felt compelled to create their own
"Sherlock Holmes" - a genius detective with a faithful
companion. This trend led to numerous copies and imitations.
  



 






  

    
The
two world wars had a profound impact on crime fiction. After the
First World War, there was a trend towards darker, more cynical
stories that reflected the trauma of war and the loss of innocence.
After the Second World War, with the advent of the Cold War,
interest
in spy novels and stories of political intrigue increased.
  



 






  

    
In
the 1920s, during Prohibition in the United States, organized crime
exploded. The crime literature of the time reflected the public
fascination with gangsters, bootleggers and Prohibition. Figures
such
as Al Capone became icons who were feared and admired in fiction
and
reality alike.
  



 






  

    
The
rise of communism and the Red Scare in the USA in the 1950s
influenced crime fiction by bringing paranoia and mistrust to the
fore. Many crime novels of this period revolved around espionage,
betrayal and secret identities.
  



 






  

    
The
notorious serial killer Charles Manson and his "family"
committed several brutal murders in the USA in the late 1960s.
These
crimes and the subsequent media coverage influenced many crime
writers and led to a wave of stories dealing with dark, nihilistic
themes and the collapse of social order.
  



 






  

    
In
the 20th century, pop culture exerted a strong influence on crime
fiction. The emergence of film noir in the 1940s, with its dark
images and cynical protagonists, was reflected in many crime novels
of the time. The emergence of television series in the 1970s, which
presented crime stories on an epic scale, also had a major
influence
on the genre.
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crimes in the past



 






  

    
In
many ancient cultures, including ancient China, it was believed
that
a dead body would react to the perpetrator. For example, the
suspected murderer of a victim was made to touch the corpse in the
hope that the body would reveal itself in some way (e.g. by
bleeding). These practices were part of a ritual called "Bao
Si", which was used in ancient China to solve crimes.
  















