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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    “Are you ready to go backstage?”


  




  

    Props and Sets




    Book Title: People of the Book




    Author Name: Geraldine Brooks




    Time it was written: Not Specified




    Place it was written: Not Specified




    First publication: January 1, 2008




    Publisher: The Viking Press




    Narrator: Hanna Heath




    Point of view: Thrilling fictionalization that retraces its turbulent journey




    Tone: Long history of anti-Semitism and the struggle of women toward the independence




    Tense: Past




    Setting (Time):1480 to present




    Setting (Place): Spain, Bosnia




    Protagonist: Sarajevo Haggadah




    Theme: Religious tolerance and intolerance




    Motif: A novel of sweeping historical grandeur and intimate emotional intensity.




    Symbol: None


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”


  




  

    [image: images]




    Geraldine Brooks was born and raised in the western suburbs of Ashfield, in her native homeland down under in Sydney, Australia. Here she attended Bethlehem College, an exclusive school for girls, and moved on to the University of Sydney. After graduation she managed to score a position as a rookie reporter for The Sydney Morning Herald, and for three years Brooks worked as a feature writer with an emphasis on environmental issues. (1)




    In 1982, she won the Greg Shackleton Memorial Scholarship and packed her bags to study her master’s at the reputable Columbia University in the heart of the Big Apple.




    A year later, in the artisan village of Tourrettes-sur-Loup, surrounded by the beauty of Southern France, she married American journalist Tony Horwitz and converted to Judaism. Brooks went on to write for The Wall Street Journal covering crisis zones across the Middle East, Africa and the Balkans.




    Her first book Nine Parts of Desire was completed in 1994. The book, based on her interaction with Muslim women, became an overnight sensation and was translated into no less than 17 languages. With her prolific pen in hand, Brooks didn’t stop there—next came Foreign Correspondence in 1997 which received the Nita Kibble Literary Award for women’s writing. This one is a memoir and travel adventure story that followed Brooks as she set out on a quest to find her childhood pen pals across the globe. (1)




    Yet it wasn’t until 2001 that Geraldine Brooks found her footing in the world of fiction. Her first fictional novel, Year of Wonders, became an international bestseller and her follow-up novel March was granted the Pulitzer Prize in 2006. Set in 1666, Year of Wonders leads us through the trials and tribulations of a young girl seeking to save her fellow villagers and her own soul from the horrors of the Bubonic Plague. March takes on a different appeal—inspired by Louisa May Alcott’s Little Women, the book follows the girls’ absent father through his experiences in the American Civil War. (1)
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