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1.0 Introduction


Many of the tricks in this eBook are traditional tricks found in various puzzle books such as those by Martin Gardner and other puzzling heroes. They are also available in many YouTube clips under titles such as magic card tricks, magic tricks, card tricks and mathematical tricks. Such titles are common but can be misleading: mathematical tricks are grouped under magic. Magic tricks are not magical since they resort to ruses such as stacked decks, marked cards, sleight of hand, audience plants and other methods of fooling their victims.


The card tricks in this eBook can best be categorized as logical tricks. I have moved away from the term “mathematical” which is a good description for some of them, but not all: those that use probability (only one) and some that use modular arithmetic. Many rely on dealing cards based on an organized procedure that leads to marvelous results. “Logical” as a description works better because all of these tricks rely on methodical ways of handling the deck.


More importantly, all the tricks, except one (the wine and water trick), are transparent. Nothing is done behind the victim’s back. In fact, I have changed many of the tricks so that they can be completely conducted by the victim. Watching the face of some of them as they unfold the marvelous punch lines has been marvelous too.


As for our mascot, the Hidden Paw is one of the names T. S. Eliot gave to Macavity the Mystery Cat in his book “Old Possum’s Book of Practical Cats”. Macavity was a puzzling cat. He drove Scotland Yard mad with puzzle solving frenzy. I hope you hear him purring as you solve these puzzles.


The Hidden Paw has other eBooks:


The Hidden Paw’s First 50 Puzzles


The Hidden Paw’s Second 50 Puzzles


The Hidden Paw’s Third 50 Puzzles


These books are published at www.thehiddenpaw.com.


Other technical and literary books are published at www.marginalbooks.com.
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2.0 Who is the Hidden Paw?


T. S. Eliot wrote a wonderful book called “Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats”. Eliot showed his love and understanding of cats as no other writer had done before or since. This book became the basis of the successful musical, "Cats".


One of the poems in the book is entitled: Macavity, the Mystery Cat. The Hidden Paw is one of the names of Macavity. What better name for the mascot of a puzzle book than the ginger Hidden Paw?


Macavity: The Mystery Cat


Macavity's a Mystery Cat: he's called the Hidden Paw --


For he's the master criminal who can defy the Law.


He's the bafflement of Scotland Yard, the Flying Squad's despair:


For when they reach the scene of crime -- Macavity's not there!


 


Macavity, Macavity, there's no on like Macavity,


He's broken every human law, he breaks the law of gravity.


His powers of levitation would make a faqir stare,


And when you reach the scene of crime -- Macavity's not there!


You may seek him in the basement, you may look up in the air --


But I tell you once and once again, Macavity's not there!


 


Macavity's a ginger cat, he's very tall and thin;


You would know him if you saw him, for his eyes are sunken in.


His brow is deeply lined with thought, his head is highly domed;


His coat is dusty from neglect, his whiskers are uncombed.


He sways his head from side to side, with movements like a snake;


And when you think he's half asleep, he's always wide awake.


 


Macavity, Macavity, there's no one like Macavity,


For he's a fiend in feline shape, a monster of depravity.


You may meet him in a by-street, you may see him in the square --


But when a crime's discovered, then Macavity's not there!


 


He's outwardly respectable. (They say he cheats at cards.)


And his footprints are not found in any file of Scotland Yard's.


And when the larder's looted, or the jewel-case is rifled,


Or when the milk is missing, or another Peke's been stifled,


Or the greenhouse glass is broken and the trellis past repair --


Ay, there's the wonder of the thing! Macavity's not there!


 


And when the Foreign Office finds a Treaty's gone astray,


Or the Admiralty lose some plans and drawings by the way,


There may be a scrap of paper in the hall or on the stair --


But it's useless of investigate -- Macavity's not there!


And when the loss has been disclosed, the Secret Service say:


"It must have been Macavity!" -- but he's a mile away.


You'll be sure to find him resting, or a-licking of his thumbs,


Or engaged in doing complicated long division sums.


 


Macavity, Macavity, there's no one like Macacity,


There never was a Cat of such deceitfulness and suavity.


He always has an alibi, or one or two to spare:


And whatever time the deed took place -- MACAVITY WASN'T THERE!


And they say that all the cats whose wicked deeds are widely known


(I might mention Mungojerrie, I might mention Griddlebone)


Are nothing more than agents for the Cat who all the time

OEBPS/Images/HPCardTricks.jpg
The Hidden Paw's
20 Logical Card Tricks

thehiddenpaw.com %W

\
_ & Akram Najiar





OEBPS/Images/logo_xinxii.jpg
XinXii





