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  DEDICATION




  This book is dedicated to all entrepreneurs who own or are seriously considering starting small and medium-sized businesses or growing their portfolios of income generating assets. It is aimed at beginners to serve as an eye opener and help reduce financial risks involved in financial decision making.
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  INTRODUCTION




  There is more money in the world, enough for everyone to have a share of it. The challenge of acquiring wealth is however in understanding the laws that govern financial success. Money is governed today by the same laws which controlled it when prosperous men and women thronged the streets of ancient cities, many decades ago. The honest truth is that the economic cake is big enough for everyone to have a piece, may be not a slice. The problem is that many people cannot find their way to the cake and among those lucky enough to find it, many after cutting their pieces do not know how to get those pieces to sustain them and their loved ones.




  




  It is true that our financial thinking cannot be wiser than our understanding of how the economic system works. Our actions cannot be wiser than our thoughts regarding our ambition and pursuit of financial insight to acquire financial freedom. While the majority of people are waiting patiently for lady lucky to help them change their fortunes, very few are spending sleepless nights digging the ground to find knowledge, wisdom and insight of acquiring and sustaining personal financial prosperity. It was never God’s intention for the economic system to be this sophisticated and complex.




  




  The high level of illiteracy among the majority of people in developing and underdeveloped countries has a direct relationship to the growing levels of poverty experienced by communities in those countries. This is making it difficult for the majority of the people in the world to successfully participate and prosper in the current economic system. We all desire growing bank accounts, greater financial success and freedom, and wisdom to solve difficult financial problems. Unfortunately there is only a few of us who are willing and determined to acquire knowledge and insight required to meet the economic conditions. I agree with Alvin Toffler that the illiterate of the 21st century will not be those who cannot read or write, but those who cannot learn, unlearn and re-learn the strategies leading to financial success.




  




  Financial ignorance is the first and biggest risk for anyone wishing to pursue financial freedom and wealth creation. The starting point in a journey to financial literacy is the willingness to learn, the determination and mental preparedness to spend time and resources developing oneself. You will soon realise that the best investment you can ever make anywhere is ‘investing in yourself’.




  




  Development is a continual process, once started it has to continue for the rest of one’s active life. Proper education is supposed to equip those receiving it to think clearly, act well in the world of economics and finances, and enable them to appreciate life. You have to acquire as much information as possible regarding any line of investment you wish to engage in. There is risk everywhere but the greatest risk there will ever be is an ignorant mind. The Creator Himself is concerned about our reluctance to acquire knowledge which result in ignorance as indicated in the scriptures “My people perish (lose out on opportunities to be better) because of lack of knowledge”. This is a stern warning against the dangers of ignorance. People and organisations including governments scavenge on any type and level of ignorance of their people. Well informed people are clever and are not easily bluffed.




  




  Most governments, financial institutions and consultants will do everything within their financial power to keep the majority of the people clueless about financial literacy. Your determination and willingness to invest in acquiring financial knowledge is the only true bridge you can use to cross the divide between financial ignorance and financial literacy.




  




  Proper education aims at teaching people to think intensively and critically. The objective of good education, be it in workshops, seminars, or formal settings should be to empower you to think independently and encourage you to do things on your own. Any form of training intervention that seeks to promote and encourage dependency on the provider is bad and must be avoided at all costs. Check what your bankers, accountants and consultants are doing – are their actions empowering you?




  




  The only reason the consultants and the current financial system are hiding enlightening information from you is because it is the only way they can keep financial control over everyone else. The only effective way of keeping people in the dark is by hiding enlightening information from them. This is done through offering them inferior or inadequate education and making them dependant on the system that have been created. The system encourages dependency on the state and other providers of essential information services to a point that people come and ask for help when the tools to do the things themselves are right in front of them. The effects of such a system is damaging as its victims become economic slaves for the rest of their active lives. Give them everything else but economic power. The objective of such a system is to disempower beneficiaries and encourage dependency on the state and the financial system created. This enslaving mentality applies to politics as well. Politicians never tell the honest truth, they only tell what pushes their agenda which will only benefit them.




  




  The danger of any malevolent system is that it attacks and captures one’s belief system which influences how one perceives the world around him/her. It also influences one’s thinking leading to how one conducts oneself. The danger of such a system is in that its devastating power goes beyond information and knowledge deprivation. It leads to illiteracy, followed by unemployment; and ultimately poverty. You must have the desire, the willingness, and the determination to break free from these manipulative systems. Thoughts are powerful, they are translated into words and words create the world around us. To wilfully and maliciously deprive people of beneficial and empowering information that they deserve is doing an injustice to them.




  




  Deprivation comes in many forms, such as restricting access to beneficial and empowering information, wilfully misrepresenting facts and encouraging inferior education. Dr Martin Luther King Jnr understood the impact that such systems have on people’s lives when he said that an injustice anywhere becomes a threat to justice everywhere.




  




  There are many types of systems, the education system, the legal system, the political system, the economic system, the health system and of course the financial system. These systems become malevolent and malicious when they are controlled by selfish and greedy people. The systems themselves are not evil, they are intended to assist and empower the less privileged who happen to be in the majority.




  




  The uninformed are vulnerable and prone to manipulation and abuse by those whose intentions are to keep them in the dark. The less knowledgeable are vulnerable; they do not comprehend the consequence of what is happening in the systems mentioned previously. As a result they could never do things on their own and are always dependent on those seen as having their best interest at heart.




  




  The game of life is a contest requiring a multi-faceted approach of looking at things from many perspectives. You cannot play the game and win if you are not enlightened. This game can be likened to a soccer game. As a business owner or potential investor you have to be a striker, a midfielder and a defender. Strikers ensure that their team wins by scoring goals. Talented, clever, flexible and agile strikers are an asset to their team. Successful strikers do not only rely on talent, they study their opponents and work on a strategy to give them a winning edge.
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