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PREFAZIONE


Preface to Cinzia Randazzo’s Il concetto della felicità ai primissimi esordi del cristianesimo. Riflessioni biblico-teologiche


In her series on the theological concepts of the Apostolic Fathers and some other early Christian writers Dr Randazzo is publishing now this concise study on the notion of happiness. The contribution consists of two parts: the first one on real happiness, the second part on false happiness.


The first part itself is subdivided into two sections: the teaching of the Fathers on temporary and eternal happiness. The conditions on temporary happiness are examined e.g. in the Pastor of Hermas. The church – appearing in the form of an elderly lady – gives the teaching of the gospel that those who are persecuted for the Name in fact enjoy happiness of a certain kind. The ones who support the poor also can hope that they will be in possession of happiness already on this earth. The brilliant Letter to Diognetus examines the classical philosophical concept of eudaimonia, which involves avoiding any kind of violence. But the author also sets for us the example of the Son, who suffered for us, for our salvation and happiness. We are expected to imitate his example. The Christian concept of happiness is examined also by the so-called Second Letter of Clement to the Corinthians. The greatest of the apologists, Justin is also very much aware of the Platonic heritage, which already emphasized that true happiness does not depend on the possession of earthly possessions. This is explained also by the mysterious old man whom Justin meets on the seashore, and who directs the apologist’s attention to the books of the prophets.
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