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Today, thanks to the space programmes and the

support of powerful telescopes, man admires the

wonders of Creation in awe, complicit the Moon,

an inspirational muse.




The Apollo 8 astronauts, the first to photograph

Earth from space, the only coloured blue body in

the darkness of an infinity studded by billions of

galaxies, were silenced by this extraordinary

show. Sensing the almighty presence of a

mysterious Creator, they broadcasted to the world

the words of Genesis, written by man, capable of

glorifying God with Love and Art.







Digital composition by Pino Viscusi, using still-shots


from the film “Verse la Lune” (2014) 
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Still-shots, set designs, illustrations, and photographs in

the book “"The Search for the Origins”, are the multiple

artistic languages that take us through an incredible

journey to tell the most fascinating of all stories: the

discovery and conquest of Space, with a special attention

to our satellite, the Moon.


With this book, Pino Viscusi abstractly continues his

journey, started with “"Anche le Parole hanno le Ali

(Words have wings too)” published in 1991 to mark

the founding of the Instituto Tecnico Aeronautico 

(Aeronautical Technology Institute) Antonio Locatelli,

Bergamo, of which I am still the director.  

Two publications that want to pay homage to the beauty

and the mystery of the sky that many of my students have

had, and will have the opportunity to closely admire. 


 


 


Giuseppe Di Giminiani







[image: Page 2]




Copyright © PINO VISCUSI, 2017


Email: pviscu@tiscali.it


Pino (Giuseppe) Viscusi’s publications are available in


digital format on:


www.youcanprintit.it


ISBN  9788892675773


All rights reserved. No part of these pages, either text or image


may be used for any purpose other than personal use. Therefore,


reproduction in any form or by any means, for reasons other than 


personal use, is strictly prohibited without prior written permis-


sion.


The author remains at disposal of potential copyright holders for


those images whereas it was not possible to trace the original in-


tellectual property. 







Graphics by Pino Viscusi


Translation from Italian by Giada Garofalo
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“Art fights God


On the thread of immortality


It is intuition of absolutes,


Metaphor, myth, legend”







Pino Viscusi: “Anche le Parole hanno le Ali / Words have wings too”







“Art fights God”, Pino Viscusi writes; and I believe I can state that this struggle with

and against God is at the heart of all his works.


Struggle is a dialogue of questions, is to search for, to ask for and to question; it is to

reject

the pret-à-porter of religious thinking (Patrick Levy), i.e. the religion of dogmas

that gives definite answers that, however, only present us with David Maria Turoldo’s

“Silent God”, quoted in the book by the author.




The answer is fatal because it annuls the question, crushes man and

“kills the infinite”.

The question, instead, takes us beyond man’s limitations and establishes freedom.

The question is freedom, adventure, a starting point.


“To escape, to escape, to fly! That will be the time of our beautiful, most desperate

silent ascent to the sky”

, we might say with painter Osvaldo Licini.




The sky, a place inhabited by a transcendent force towards which man has always

looked up, asking questions, searching for the meaning of existence.




In this book, Viscusi offers us his re-elaboration of Licini’s works. Licini who stated:

“My kingdom is in the air”. It is the kingdom of Amalassunta, benevolent queen,

goddess, young pure woman worthy of the Virgin’s name Assunta (ascended), and of

its contrary: fairy, femme fatale, lady of the underworld.


Amalassunta is the personification of the Moon, archetype of mystery.                             
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In his latest work, Pino Viscusi has researched the gazing up to the sky by writers and

filmmakers who have written of imaginary trips into space, attracted by the mystery

and the unknown.


The dream, then, became reality: man has investigated the mysteries of space, man

went on the Moon. Science has allowed him to understand something more than ever

before; but all this has not eliminated the element of surprise. In fact, as astrophysicist

Marco Bersanelli suggests, it has increased it. 




The Moon continues to “cross the dreams of those who look at her and fall in love”

(Edoardo Bennato), as Viscusi himself evokes in the Haiku:







“Starred sky“The Moon wanders


Longed for messengerAcross dark paths


Of joyous dreams”Of myths and poets”1







The captivating and mysterious stories presented by the author, rich of symbolism

and magic, are tools that lead to the fundamental question about our existence,

evoked by the author in the title of this book.


As Patrick Levy states, if we want to know where we are, it is maybe interesting to

discover first where we come from. And to understand who we are, it could be useful

to search for our origin.




This is the issue underlying Pino Viscusi’s entire book, as already revealed by the title:

“The Search for the Origins”.




Looking at the etymology of the words in the title, we can try to understand the

journey the author embarked on:




Search: from old French cerchier, which comes from the Latin word circus (circle),

which originally comes from the Sankrit word c’akrà, to go around, and is related to

the word c’ar-krà, wheel.




And, after all, as Ezekiel reminds us: “the spirit of the living creatures [is] in the wheels”

(Ezekiel 1:20).




The prophet gives a precise description of these four wheels that barge into the sky:

they sparkle like chrysolite, all four rims are full of eyes all around, and all four look

alike. Each appears to be made like a wheel intersecting a wheel.
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The eye is essential to knowledge; its root ac in the Sanskrit word aksi suggest the

idea of penetration, looking in depth.


To search, then, has to do with looking in depth expressed by Ezekiel with the image

of the intersecting wheels. The eyes, though, are all around as to say that this deep

look is directed at the Absolute. The search has the transparency and clarity of the

chrysolite, which shines radiating light, originated somewhere else.


Origin: it is a trait of man to forget where he comes from.


Jewish mysticism states, in fact, that it is God’s duty to keep asking man:


“Where do you come from?” It is in this perspective that we can interpret the question

that God has asked since the beginning: “Adam, where art thou?” (Genesis 3).


We could say that life in the Bible is the result of a call and of a promise: a call that is

a vocation, and a promise that is happiness. 




“The mystery of human existence lies not in just staying alive, but in finding something

to live for” (Fyodor Dostoyevsky) ; it is to give a global meaning, a direction to one’s

life intertwining freedom and responsibility.


The images from the film “The Tree of Life” that Pino Viscusi presents at the end of

the book, with Job’s quotation from the Book of Job:


"Where were you when I laid the foundations of the Earth?


When the morning stars sang together, 


And all the sons of God shouted for joy? (Gb38)


evoke man’s fragility and triviality before the act of creation and God; but it is the

same reference to creation that reminds of the greatness of man, the only creature

made in God’s image.




Greatness and precariousness are not mutually exclusive, but constitute the essence

of the responsible man. Responsible for the entire universe, because the universe was

created for each one of us; hence every man has a responsibility towards it, as the

Masters of Talmud state.




The Search for the Origins is therefore a fertile tension, which starts from a concern,

a project, an interest, which is born out of a life lived cultivating something that gives

it a meaning. 
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Man’s nature is in relation to the Absolute; that is why his search can never end.

Man’s knowledge is inadequate and leads to new questions; the answer can never be

definitive, because of man’s relation to the infinite.


The Bible suggests a path, a method, a mental attitude with which to question the

world and ourselves, to grasp that sense of the absolute that crosses everything.


The Masters of Jewish Mysticism write that God does not allow Moses to enter the

Promised Land, gifting him instead the best part: the ardent path that leads to...


The aim is not the Promised Land; it is walking towards it.


Metaphors apart, we could say that the best part is the quest, not the answer,

because it is the quest that changes us, gives a meaning to our journey.


Elliot, quoted at the beginning of this book, expresses this idea very clearly: "We shall

not cease from exploration; and the end of all our exploring will be to

arrive where we started and know the place for the first time". 


As Christiane Singer suggests, in fact, the man who starts the journey is not the same

man who will return.   (Christiane Singer)
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PREFACE BY STEFANIA AGAZZI


PART I: FROM LITERATURE TO SILENT FILMS


Introduction


“FROM THE EARTH TO THE MOON” by Jules Verne (1865)


“ROUND THE MOON” by Jules Verne (1870)


“LE VOYAGE DANS LA LUNE” (A Trip to the Moon) by Jacques Offenbach (1875)
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