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			HOW TO USE THIS ROUGH GUIDES SNAPSHOT


			

				This Rough Guides Snapshot is one of a new generation of informative and easy-to-use travel-guide eBooks that guarantees you make the most of your  visit. An essential tool for pre-trip planning, it also makes a great travel companion when you’re on the road.




		Introduction to Kuala Lumpur is a good place to start, with an overview of the city’s big attractions and a list of  highlights. From the table of contents, you can click straight to the main sections of the guide, which include information about day-trips from the city. You’ll find practical information on visiting Malaysia as a whole, as well as Singapore and Brunei, including details of flights, in Basics. Shorter contents lists appear at the start of every section in the guide, and are designed to make chapter navigation quick and easy. You can jump back to these by tapping the links that sit with an arrow icon.




		Detailed area maps can be found both at the relevant point in the guide and in the dedicated map section, accessible from the table of contents for easy reference. Depending on your hardware, you will be able to double-tap on the maps to see larger-scale versions fill your screen.

	  


				

					Throughout the guide, we’ve flagged up our favourite places – a perfectly sited hotel, an atmospheric café, a special restaurant – with the “author pick” icon [image: Author pick]. You can select your own favourites and create a personalized itinerary by bookmarking  the sights, venues and activities that are of interest, giving you the quickest possible access to everything you’ll need for your time away.

				


			


		


	
INTRODUCTION TO KUALA LUMPUR


Highlights >>

Brief history >>



Founded at the head of the Klang Valley in the mid-nineteenth

				century, Kuala Lumpur – widely known as KL – has never had a coherent style. The

				earliest grand buildings around Merdeka Square, dating from the 1890s, are eccentric

				fusings of influences from across the British Empire, now overshadowed by soaring

				modern landmarks (notably the Petronas Towers) that wouldn’t be out of place in Hong

				Kong or New York. This melange extends to the people too; attractions aside, you

				could spend a visit simply soaking up KL’s excitingly diverse Malay, Chinese and

				Indian cultures: the conversations heard on the street, the huge range of food, and

				the profusion of mosques, Buddhist temples and Hindu shrines.

Although KL is also a noticeably sociable and safe place, many Malaysians have

				mixed feelings about their capital. Though the city is second only to Singapore in

				regional economic clout, the former prime minister, Abdullah Badawi, hit the mark

				when describing KL’s first-class infrastructure as betrayed by a third-world

				mentality, and demonstrating a poor grasp of planning, maintenance and service.

				Untrammelled development over the last decade has bequeathed the city many

				featureless buildings, follies and terrible traffic snarl-ups, which some locals

				tolerate only because KL offers them good money and experience before they retire to

				a cherished provincial village. Conversely, others feel that it has been their

				salvation, the one city in the country that’s big and broad-minded enough to allow

				them to explore their true artistic or spiritual identity.

  Travellers who visit both KL and Singapore often conclude that if only KL could

				acquire some of Singapore’s ability to organize systematically and transparently,

				while Singapore had some of KL’s pleasingly organic qualities and didn’t take itself

				quite so seriously, then both cities would benefit. As things stand, they remain

					rivals, competing in their own way for investment and

				recognition while grudgingly admiring each other.

  A stay of a few days is enough to appreciate the best of KL’s attractions, including the colonial core around Merdeka Square and the adjacent enclaves of Chinatown and Little India, plus, to

				the east, the restaurants, shops and nightlife of the so-called Golden Triangle, the modern heart of downtown KL. It can

				be equally rewarding just to take in KL’s street life, in particular its boisterous

					markets, ranging from fish and produce markets stuffed

				into alleyways, to stalls selling cooked food of every shape and description, or

				inexpensive clothes and accessories.

  KL’s hinterland is hardly devoid of worthwhile sights either, among them the

				rugged limestone Batu Caves, which contain the

				country’s most sacred Hindu shrine; FRIM, or the

					Forest Research Institute of Malaysia, with a

				treetop canopy walkway for a quick taste of the rainforest; Kuala Selangor and its magical fireflies; and the hard-to-reach

				birding hotspot of Fraser’s Hill.
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Highlights

1 Petronas Towers Come to gawp at these surprisingly serene twin structures, then browse in

						one of KL’s best shopping malls, right beneath.


2 Menara KL Forget the Petronas Towers’ Skybridge – this is the place to come for

						bird’s-eye views of KL in all its messy glory.


3 Islamic Arts Museum One of the most sophisticated museums in the capital, documenting Muslim

						cultures through arts and crafts.


4 Eating KL has excellent restaurants offering cuisine from around the world, but

						it’s the street food, notably at Jalan Alor, that’s often the most memorable

						dining experience.


5 Clubbing KL is definitely Malaysia’s party capital, home to some exceptional clubs

						that draw big-name DJs.


6 Shopping Whether you prefer the bright lights of the state-of-the-art malls or the

						bustle of the city’s endless street markets and bazaars, KL is a city made

						for shopping.


7 Batu Caves A blend of religion and theme park, these limestone caves on the very edge

						of KL house a Hindu temple complex and offer adventure caving explorations

						in a side cavern.


< Back to Introduction to Kuala Lumpur




ORIENTATION

Rather than a discernible city centre, Kuala Lumpur has several hubs of

					activity. Close to the rivers’ original “muddy confluence”, the former colonial district and its distinctive architecture

					surrounds Merdeka Square – don’t miss the

					informative new Textile Museum here – with the

					busy tourist hub of Chinatown just southeast. In

					between the two lie the city’s attractive old Jamek

						Mosque and the craft cornucopia that is Central Market. Worthwhile forays can be made north to Little India’s more locals-oriented shops and

					altogether grittier Chow Kit Market.

  Some 2km east, the Golden Triangle presents

					the city’s modern face, lively Bukit Bintang

					packed with upmarket hotels, restaurants and designer shopping malls.

					Overlooking it to the north is the tall, strikingly modernist Petronas Towers; visitors flock to the skybridge

					here, though in fact the westerly Menara KL

						Tower, poking out of wooded Bukit Nanas, has better views.

  Southwest of the centre – and tricky to reach across one of KL’s many

					pedestrian-unfriendly traffic flows – a clutch of worthwhile sights surround the

					green and airy Lake Gardens, notably Masjid Negara, one of the country’s largest mosques,

					and excellent Islamic Arts Museum. Below here,

					the National Museum is not as good as it could

					be, while Brickfields is another strongly Indian

					district, worth a peek for its day-to-day residential streetlife.




Brief history

KL was founded in 1857 when the ruler of Selangor State, Rajah Abdullah, sent

					a party of Chinese to prospect for tin deposits around

					the junction of the Gombak and Klang rivers. The pioneers duly discovered rich

					deposits 6km from the confluence near Ampang

					(east of the present-day city centre), which grew into a staging post for

					Chinese mine labourers. Unusually, the settlement acquired the name Kuala Lumpur

					(“muddy confluence”) rather than, as convention dictated, being named after the

					lesser of the two rivers – KL should, by rights, have been called “Kuala

					Gombak”.

  At first, KL was little more than a wooden shantytown; small steamers could

					approach within 30km along Sungai Klang, but the rest of the trip was either by

					shallow boat or through the jungle. Yet settlers poured in, seeking to tap the

					wealth of this unexplored region: British investors, Malay farmers, Chinese

						towkays (merchants) and labourers. The Chinese

						also formed two secret

						societies, the fierce rivalry between which restrained the

					township’s growth until the influential former miner Yap

						Ah Loy was appointed as Kapitan Cina, or Chinese headman, in 1869.

					Ah Loy brought law and order to the frontier town by ruthlessly making an

					example of criminals, parading them through the streets on a first offence and

					executing them if they re-offended twice. He led the rebuilding of KL after it

					was razed during the Selangor Civil War

					(1867–73) and personally bore much of the cost of a second rebuilding after a

					devastating fire in 1881.

  The British Resident of Selangor State, Frank

						Swettenham, had most of KL’s remaining wooden huts demolished in

					the 1880s and imported British architects from India

					to design solid, grand edifices suitable for a new capital. By 1887 the city had

					five hundred brick buildings, and eight times that number in the early 1900s, by

					which time KL had also become capital of the Federated

						Malay States.


The early twentieth century

Development continued steadily in the first quarter of the twentieth

						century, during which time Indians from Tamil Nadu swelled the population.

						Catastrophic floods in 1926 inspired a major engineering project that

						straightened the course of Sungai Klang, confining it within reinforced,

						raised banks. By the time the Japanese

							invaded the Peninsula in December 1941, the commercial zone

						around Chinatown had grown to eclipse the original colonial area, and the

							towkays, enriched by the rubber boom, were

						already installed in opulent townhouses along today’s Jalan Tuanku Abdul

						Rahman and Jalan Ampang. While the city suffered little physical damage

						during World War II, the Japanese inflicted terrible brutality on their

						historic enemies, the Chinese (at least five thousand of whom were killed in

						the first few weeks of the occupation alone), and sent thousands of Indians

						to Burma to build the infamous railway, of whom very few survived. At the

						same time, the Japanese ingratiated themselves with certain Malays by

						suggesting that loyalty to the occupiers would be rewarded with independence

						after the war.

  Following the Japanese surrender in

						September 1945, the British found that nationalist demands had replaced the

						Malays’ former acceptance of the colonizers, while many Chinese felt

						alienated by talk that a future Malay government would deny them full

						citizenship. The ensuing Communist-inspired 

							Emergency left KL relatively unscathed, but the atmosphere in the

						city was tense. These issues finally came to a head in KL’s May 1969 race riots, in which at least two hundred people lost

						their lives, though things calmed down rapidly after the imposition of a

						state of emergency.




Recent times

In 1974 KL was plucked from the bosom of Selangor State and designated

							Wilayah Persekutuan (Federal Territory),

						an administrative zone in its own right; Shah

							Alam, west along the Klang Valley, replaced it as Selangor’s

						capital. After a period of consolidation, KL and the rest of the Klang

						Valley, including KL’s satellite new town of Petaling

							Jaya, became a thriving conurbation in the 1990s. That decade,

						and the early part of the new millennium, saw the realization of several

						huge infrastructural ventures that are part and parcel of local life today –

						KL’s international airport and the Formula One racetrack, both at Sepang in the far south

						of Selangor; the Petronas Towers and the

						attendant KLCC shopping development; the various

						urban rail systems across the city; and Putrajaya, the government’s administrative hub

						off to the south (though KL remains the legislative centre and seat of

						parliament). The transformation of swathes of KL and much of Selangor is

						less dramatic today, but still proceeds apace – not least in the ongoing

						construction of the Klang Valley MRT rail network

						– and concerns are being voiced over the potential strain on water resources

						and other environmental repercussions.








For details on getting to Kuala Lumpur, travelling across the rest of Malaysia and visiting Singapore and Brunei, as well as information on entry requirements and currency, plus travelling with children, national holidays and sport, turn to the Basics section.
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THE COLONIAL DISTRICT


The Royal Selangor Club >>

The National Textile Museum >>

Jamek Mosque (Masjid Jamek) >>

Central Market (Pasar Seni) >>

Kuala Lumpur train station >>



Pasar Seni or Masjid Jemak LRT; Kuala Lumpur

							KTM

The small colonial district, which developed around

						the confluence of the Gombak and Klang rivers in the 1880s, is the area of

						KL that best retains its historic character. At its heart on the west bank

						of the Klang, the beautifully tended open padang (field) of Merdeka Square is where on August 31, 1957,

						Malaysia’s first prime minister, Tunku Abdul Rahman, hauled down the British

						flag and declared merdeka, or independence. The

						95m-high flagpole to the south is supposedly the

						tallest in the world, and the tiled square below is a popular spot for

						people to gather in the evenings.

  East across Jalan Raja, the superbly florid 1897 Sultan Abdul Samad Building is a fine example of Anthony Norman’s Moorish-style architecture. Its

						elegant two-storey grey-and-red-brick colonnade frontage, pierced by arches

						and windows, supports a facade topped by a 41m-high clock tower and copper

						cupolas. Formerly the headquarters of the colonial administration, then law

						courts, it currently houses the Information, Communication and Culture

						Department; come here at night to see it outlined in fairy lights.
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KUALA LUMPUR’S MOORISH STYLE

KL’s colonial “look” originated with Charles Edwin

								Spooner, the state engineer, and architect Anthony Norman, who in the 1890s fused a

							Neoclassical Renaissance style – then the standard for government

							buildings throughout the British Empire – with “Eastern” motifs, which

							were felt to be more appropriate for an Islamic country. This Moorish style, however, characterized by onion

							domes, cupolas, colonnades, arched windows and wedding-cake plasterwork,

							owed more to Indian Moghul architecture than wooden Malay structures.

							Buildings by Norman in this mould include the Sultan Abdul Samad

							Building, the old Post Office next door, and the Textile Museum further

							south. Norman was succeeded in 1903 by A.B.

								Hubbock, who had actually lived in India and so smoothly

							continued the Moorish theme in the Jamek Mosque, old Kuala Lumpur train

							station and elsewhere.




The Royal Selangor Club

On the western side of Merdeka Square, the Royal Selangor Club, founded in 1884, was the British

							elite’s favourite watering hole, popularly known as the “Spotted Dog”

							after a former Dalmatian mascot. It was here on 30 November, 1938 that

								Albert Gispert and some fellow drinkers at

							the club’s Hash House bar organized a weekly

							cross-country run; thus the now international Hash House Harriers were born. The original KL group,

							respectfully regarded as the mother of all hashing groups, is still in

							existence ([image: web_icon] motherhash.com). Closed to non-members, the club’s history

							outweighs its facade, an oversized 1970s mock-Tudor affair that replaced

							a 1910 structure built by A.B. Hubbock, after the original burned

							down.

  To the north, the Anglican St Mary’s

								Cathedral (1894), usually open in the daytime, welcomed the

							city’s European inhabitants every Sunday before they repaired to the

							club.



< Back to The colonial district


The National Textile Museum

Jalan Raja • Daily 9am–6pm • Free • [image: web_icon] jmm.gov.my/en/museum/national-textiles-museum

Housed in a striped and frilly Moorish building dating to 1896, KL’s

								National Textile Museum highlights

							Malaysia’s diversity by focusing on the widespread importance of dress

							in local cultures. With four galleries on two

							floors, it takes an hour to do the fairly dense collection justice –

							though the highlights can be skimmed over in far less time.

  Downstairs, the Pohon Budi Gallery

							focuses more on history than actual examples, though it holds some fine

							block-printed batiks, a technique introduced from India in the

							eighteenth century. Look too for a small but superb silk nyonya

							embroidery of peonies, birds and butterflies in characteristic pink and

							green; pua kumba blankets from Sarawak’s Ibn,

							decorated in dream-inspired patterns of crocodiles and hornbills; and a

							couple of tree-bark cloth jackets, also from Sarawak, which look as if

							they’re made from coarse brown paper. The adjacent Pelangi Gallery displays tools and machinery

							for producing different types of cloth – looms, mallets to pound tree

							bark into fibres, brushes for applying gold foil onto kelingkan cloth.

  Upstairs, the Teluk Beranti Gallery is

							dedicated to Malay textiles, especially iridescent songket and limar cloth, which

							incorporates fine gold thread into its almost tartan-like patterns,

							influenced in part by traditional Bugis sarongs from Sulawesi,

							Indonesia. There’s also a splendid bereyat, or

							scripted jacket, with “The wearer is in good health” woven

							optimistically into the design in Arabic. The final Ratna Sari Gallery departs into ceremonial

							metalwork, including finely chased filigree tobacco boxes, golden

							anklets worn by Malay women in the early twentieth century, and a small

							case of flame-bladed kris daggers and Ibn

							head-hunting madau machettes from

							Sarawak.



< Back to The colonial district


Jamek Mosque (Masjid Jamek)

Entrance on Jalan Tun Perak • Sat–Thurs 8.30am–12.30pm & 2.30–4pm,

								Friday 3–4pm • Free

East over the river from Merdeka Square, Lebuh Pasar Besar connects

							the colonial quarter with the more frenetic life of the old commercial

							district. Just north of the river bridge is the Jamek Mosque, on a promontory at the confluence of the

							Klang and Gombak rivers, pretty much where the first tin prospectors

							built their shacks in the 1850s. Part of the second great period of

							expansion in KL, the mosque was completed in 1909 by Hubbock, its

							attractive pink brick walls and arched colonnades topped by oval cupolas

							and squat minarets. There’s an intimacy here lacking at the modern, much

							larger Masjid Negara to the south, and the grounds, bordered by palms,

							are a pleasant place to sit and rest – though the best view of the

							mosque is from over the Klang at the base of the HSBC building on Jalan

							Benteng.



< Back to The colonial district


Central Market (Pasar Seni)

Backing onto the Klang River, south off

								Lebuh Pasar Besar • Daily 9am–10pm

The Art Deco Central Market is housed

							in a blue and white brick hangar that was built in the 1920s as the

							capital’s wet market. The butchers and fishmongers have long since left

							for places like Chow Kit and the back alleys of nearby Chinatown,

							however, and the market was converted in the mid-1980s into what’s known

							as Pasar Seni, meaning “art market”. In fact, most of the shops within

							now sell souvenirs: Royal Selangor pewter, specialist antique shops,

							Malay regional crafts, carvings and batiks, plus clothes, sarongs,

							silverware and T-shirts; there’s also a decent food court upstairs. Most

							artists, in fact, have moved into the newer Central Market Annexe immediately north, and the pavement

							in between is clogged with their enthusiastic – if unmemorable –

							canvases. If it’s blatantly touristy, the market is also enjoyable, with

							a lively atmosphere in the evenings.



< Back to The colonial district


Kuala Lumpur train station

Best reached south from Central Market

								along Jalan Tun Sambanthan, over the river and past the post office,

								then via the footbridge to the station

One of the city’s best-known colonial buildings, Kuala Lumpur train station – now a stop on

							the KTM lines – was completed in 1911 by A.B. Hubbock. As with his Jamek

							Mosque, its meshing spires, minarets and arches reflect his inspiration

							from North Indian Islamic architecture. Inside, the main platforms sit

							under an airy, light vault of fine ironwork, recalling those of

							Victorian-era stations in London.

  Although the station is architecturally linked to similar-vintage

							buildings around Merdeka Square, feverish traffic makes it difficult to

							reach on foot from there. For the best view of the facade, you’ll need

							to get across to the western side of Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin.

							Conveniently, a pedestrian subway links the station with KTM’s headquarters opposite – yet another

							attractive Moorish structure designed by Hubbock, finished around the

							same time as the station and actually more imposing than its

							counterpart.

  From here, it’s a few minutes’ walk to either Masjid Negara or the

							National Museum.



< Back to The colonial district




CHINATOWN


Jalan Petaling >>

Chan See Shu Yuen >>

Sri Maha Mariamman Temple >>

Maybank Building >>

Court Hill Ganesh Temple >>

Jalan TAR >>



Pasar Seni LRT

Spreading out southeast from Central Market, Chinatown was KL’s original commercial kernel, dating from the

						arrival of the first traders in the 1860s. Bordered by Jalan Sultan to the

						east, Jalan Tun Perak to the north and Jalan Maharajalela to the south, the

						area had reached its current extent by the late nineteenth century, with

						southern Chinese shophouses, coffee shops and temples springing up along

						narrow streets such as Jalan Tun H.S. Lee and Jalan

							Petaling. Though the shophouses today are fairly workaday, it

						is encouraging that many period buildings are being refurbished despite

						recurrent threats of redevelopment; in 2011, public outcry saved a row of

						old shophouses on Jalan Sultan from

						demolition during construction of the ongoing Klang Valley railway.

  Although Chinatown scores more on atmosphere than essential sights, it’s a

						hub for budget accommodation, and holds a wealth

						of inexpensive places to shop and eat, so you’ll probably spend some time

						here.


Jalan Petaling

For locals and visitors alike, pedestrianized Jalan Petaling (still often called Petaling Street) is very much Chinatown’s main draw. Home

							to brothels and gambling dens in KL’s early years, these days it’s a

							gauntlet of closely packed market stalls doing a roaring trade in

							selling tourists clothing, watches and fake designer handbags from late

							morning until well into the evening. Check goods thoroughly for

							workmanship – stitching especially – and bargain hard; in truth, you

							might find better deals in ordinary shops nearby. The narrow lanes

							parallel and either side of Petaling host grittier wet

								markets too, and a popular early morning bric-a-brac

							market, selling everything from old clothes to mobile phones.

  Crossing Petaling at right angles, the eastern end of Jalan Hang Lekir hosts a slew of good,

							inexpensive restaurants and stalls selling ba

								kwa (slices of pork, given a sweet marinade and grilled),

							local fruits and molasses-like herbal brews in tureens.



< Back to Chinatown


Chan See Shu Yuen

Daily 8.30am–5pm • Free

The largest of Chinatown’s several Chinese shrines, sited at the

							southern end of Jalan Petaling, Chan See Shu

								Yuen was founded at the turn of the twentieth century. It’s

							not actually a temple (though it looks like one), but rather a clan hall

							for families with the very common name of Chan – also transliterated

							Chen and Tan. A classic of southern Chinese architecture, the eaves are

							decorated in a riot of three-dimensional ceramic friezes depicting

							events in Chinese history and mythology; inside the green walls are a

							series of courtyards and halls, with the inner shrine covered in scenes

							of lions, dragons and mythical creatures battling with warriors. Most

							engaging of all are the two gentleman figurines on the altar,

							representing ancestors of the clan or possibly their servants – and

							wearing Western top hats to indicate their link with the colonial

							past.



< Back to Chinatown


Sri Maha Mariamman Temple

Jalan Tun H.S. Lee • Open 24hr • Free, small donation appreciated

Oddly perhaps, one of KL’s main Hindu shrines, the Sri Maha Mariamman Temple, is located in the

							heart of Chinatown. The earliest shrine on the site was built in 1873 by

							Tamil immigrants and named after the Hindu deity, Mariamman, whose

							intercession was sought to provide protection against sickness and

							“unholy incidents”. In the case of the Tamils, who had arrived to build

							the railways or work on the plantations, they needed all the solace they

							could find from the appalling rigours of their working life.

  Significant rebuilding of the temple took place in the 1960s, when

							sculptors from India were commissioned to design idols to adorn the five

							tiers of the multicoloured, 22.9m-high gate tower – these now shine with

							gold embellishments, precious stones and exquisite Spanish and Italian

							tiles. Garland-makers sell their wares outside the entrance, while above

							it is a hectic profusion of Hindu gods, painted in realistic colours and

							frozen in dozens of scenes from the Ramayana.

  During the Hindu Thaipusam festival,

							the temple’s golden chariot is paraded through the streets on its route

							to the Batu Caves, on the

							city’s northern edge. The

							rest of the year, the chariot is kept in a large room in the temple; you

							might be able to persuade an attendant to unlock the door and let you

							have a peek.



< Back to Chinatown


Maybank Building

On Chinatown’s northeastern edge, where

								Jalan Tun Perak and Jalan Tun Tan Cheng Lock converge at the

								Puduraya intersection

Designed in the late 1980s by Hijjas Kasturi, the Maybank Building is typical of the new KL,

							with a tall white facade designed with Islamic principles of purity in

							mind.

  On the lobby floor, the small, unusually interesting Numismatic Museum (daily 10am–6pm; free)

							kicks off with tin ingots, gold dust and bars of silver or, for what the

							caption describes as “ordinary people”, cowrie shells, rice and beads –

							all formerly used for transactions in the region. Coins were introduced

							with the arrival of the colonizing powers; early sixteenth-century

							Portuguese examples are delicately engraved with miniatures of the Malay

							Peninsula and tiny kites billowing in the air. The first mass-produced

							coins, issued by the British East India Company, bore the company’s coat

							of arms – a practice echoed later by timber and rubber companies, who

							until the late eighteenth century minted tokens to pay their expanding

							labour pool. During the Japanese invasion, the occupying administration

							produced its own bank notes which, after the Japanese surrender, the

							British diligently collected and stamped “not legal tender”.



< Back to Chinatown


Court Hill Ganesh Temple

9 Jalan Pudu Lama • Daily 4.30–9.30am &

								4–8.30pm • Free

East of the Maybank Building and hidden up a small lane, Court Hill Ganesh Temple is KL’s second most

							important Hindu shrine, dating to 1897 and reputedly founded by a

							gardener – which may explain why there’s a tree growing beside the building. Being dedicated to the

							elephant-headed Lord Ganesh, who specializes in the removal of all

							obstacles to prosperity, peace and success, the temple was

							understandably popular with visitors on their way to KL’s original law

							courts, once sited nearby. Now small and crowded, with stalls outside

							selling garlands, incense, sweetmeats and charms, the temple was

							undergoing major reconstruction at the time of writing.



< Back to Chinatown


Jalan TAR

On foot from Chinatown, it takes around

								1hr to reach Chow Kit via Little India along Jalan TAR; the LRT,

								Monorail and buses also traverse the area

Running north from Chinatown, Jalan Tuanku Abdul Rahman – universally

							abbreviated to Jalan TAR – brings you

							within reach of a series of small-scale, local neighbourhoods, somewhat

							unexpected in such a large city. First is Little

								India, a bustling commercial district renowned for fabrics,

							especially saris and songkets, as well as

							jewellery. The clothing theme persists immediately west, where Gulati’s

							Silk House and the SOGO department store stock everything from saris to

							brand-name outdoor gear. There are also some fine 1920s Neoclassical and

							Art Deco buildings, including the dove-grey Coliseum Cinema, screening Indian releases, and the

							adjacent Coliseum Hotel (at no. 98).

							Once a favourite watering hole with British rubber plantation owners,

							its interior can’t have been decorated since independence, and the

							clientele look of similar vintage. Drop in for the atmosphere and a cold

							beer rather than the food, which is very ordinary.

  Beyond here, Chow Kit Market is

							somewhere to find bargain clothing and local produce, while Kampung Bahru, off to the east of Jalan TAR,

							is a low-key enclave of Malay housing. There are no major sights, but a

							visit adds depth to KL’s character, and all three have excellent eating

							opportunities.


Little India

Masjid Jamek or Bandaraya

									LRT

East off the lower end of Jalan TAR, Little

									India is a commercial centre for KL’s Indian community,

								though these days it is being eclipsed by Brickfields. Only a few steps north from the Masjid Jamek LRT

								station, Jalan Melayu holds Indian

								stores, some selling excellent burfi and

								other sweet confections; its name derives from the former Malay

								community here. Approaching Jalan Masjid

									India, you encounter a popular covered market, smaller

								but otherwise similar to Chinatown’s Jalan Petaling. Further up is

									Masjid India itself, an

								Indian-influenced affair dating from the 1960s and tiled in cream

								and brown.

  A few minutes further along the street, you come to a little

								square, to the right (east) of which you’ll find plenty of kedai kopis and, come evening, street vendors

								selling food; turn off to the left to reach Lorong Tuanku Abdul

								Rahman, whose northern end is dominated by a night

									market, busiest at weekends. Mainly Malay-run, the

								stalls sell both food and eclectic bits and pieces, from T-shirts to

								trinkets. Just past here, Madras and Semua are two huge

								haberdasheries, packed to their roofs with Indian

									textiles.
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Chow Kit

Chow Kit Monorail; bus #16, #41, #43,

									#50 from Lebuh Pudu by Central Market, or almost any bus from

									Jalan Raja Laut, west of Little India

Chow Kit district, 1.5km north of

								Little India, is mostly known for the sprawling, busy Chow Kit Market, which fills the lanes

								east off Jalan TAR. One of KL’s busiest, in-your-face produce

								markets, it’s a tight, overcrowded grid of alleyways under low-slung

								awnings. Stalls sell everything fit to put in your mouth: bulk

								tropical fruits at bargain prices, live and dismembered fish and

								poultry, hunks and haunches of various animals, and piles of fresh

								or dried vegetables and fungi. Hawkers around the edge sell freshly

								cooked snacks too, many with a definite Indonesian slant.

  Chow Kit is also a good place to buy secondhand

									clothes (sometimes called “baju bundle”). The best deals are west of Jalan TAR

								along Jalan Haji Taib, where you may chance upon items like Levi’s

								501s in reasonable condition and at prices that are almost too

								reasonable to be true – starting from RM20 a pair. The market

								operates much of the day and into the evening, but note that some

								locals prefer to give Chow Kit a wide berth after dark, as it’s also

								something of a red-light area.




Kampung Bahru

Kampung Baru LRT

If you’ve time on your hands and enjoy a wander, head 1km east

								from Chow Kit (along either Jalan Raja Bot or Jalan Raja Alang) into

									Kampung Bahru, one of the

								Peninsula’s several designated Malay reserve areas – land that only

								people whose ID defines them as ethnic Malays can own, and indeed

								with its own status in law, not under the direct control of the KL

								city council. Though the Petronas Towers are visible off to the

								south, Kampung Bahru’s quiet lanes and painted wooden bungalows with

								gardens – not to mention chickens wandering the pavements – lend it

								a distinct village feel. Sadly, plans to “redevelop” the district

								may well involve wholesale demolitions.

  Despite its proximity, you can’t walk southeast to KLCC from here,

								owing to the riverside expressway.





< Back to Chinatown




THE GOLDEN TRIANGLE


The Petronas Towers >>

The aquarium >>

Bukit Bintang >>

Kompleks Budaya Kraf >>

Badan Warisan >>

Bukit Nanas >>

Menara KL >>



The heart of modern KL, the Golden

							Triangle is a sprawling area bounded to its north by Jalan Ampang, and to the west by Chinatown and

						Sungai Klang. Many visitors make a beeline for KLCC (Kuala Lumpur City Centre; [image: web_icon] klcc.com.my), a group of huge

						developments surrounding the bland KLCC Park, on a site once home to the

						Selangor Turf Club. The chief attractions here are the Petronas Towers, soaring above one of KL’s best

						malls, Suria KLCC, and the city’s glossy

							aquarium.

  Further south, the Golden Triangle’s other magnet is Bukit Bintang (“Star Hill”), home to upmarket

						and workaday malls, many of KL’s best hotels and restaurants, and some

						engaging street life. East, Kompleks Budaya

							Kraf is the city’s largest handicrafts gallery, while northwest

						lies Bukit Nanas, a forested hill where the

							Menara KL communications tower affords

						great views of the city.


[image: RG]




The Petronas Towers

Tues–Sun 9am–7pm, Fri closed 1–2.30pm; 1000

								passes per day issued at the base of tower 2 from 8.30am onwards,

								usually sold out by 10am • Skybridge RM10; Skybridge plus Observation Deck RM40; Premium Package (Skybridge,

								Observation Deck and meal at Malaysian Petroleum

									Club on Level 43) RM200–350 • [image: web_icon] petronastwintowers.com.my

Very much the symbol of modern Malaysia, the twin columns of the

								Petronas Towers rise 451.9m above

							KL’s downtown, completely dwarfing the enormous Suria KLCC Mall at their base. When they were completed in

							1998, as the headquarters of the state-owned oil company Petronas, many

							questioned whether the US$1.6 billion price tag was an unwarranted drain

							on the Malaysian economy, but the tapering steel-clad structures

							(designed by the Argentinean architect Cesar Pelli) are a stunning piece

							of architecture. Despite a definite Art Deco feel, the unusual

							eight-pointed cross-sectional profile obviously draws on Islamic art,

							while the profusion of squares and circles on the interior walls

							symbolize harmony and strength. The project is also permeated by Chinese

							numerology in that the towers have 88 floors and the postcode 59088 –

							eight being a very auspicious number for the Chinese.

  One tower was built by a Japanese team, the other by rivals from

							Korea; while the Japanese topped out first, the Koreans had the honour

							of engineering the skybridge, which joins the

							towers at both the forty-first and forty-second floors. The views from the skybridge of KL’s sprawl are pretty

							spectacular, thanks not least to the blue, glassy towers soaring either

							side of you – though not as good as from the Observation Deck on Level 86.



< Back to The Golden Triangle


The aquarium

Jalan Pinang; can also be accessed by a

								long pedestrian underpass from Suria KLCC • Mon–Fri 11am–8pm, Sat & Sun

									10.30am–8pm, last tickets sold at 7pm; feeding times on

								website, book shark scuba dives via website • RM45 • [image: web_icon] klaquaria.com

KL’s aquarium is housed within the sizeable

								KL Convention Centre, which sits on the

							southern edge of KLCC. It’s expensive, and labelling is occasionally

							lost in the muted lighting, but some sections are wonderful. Prime

							examples include the well-lit Living

								Reef tank, packed with multicoloured, multiform anemones

							and corals, which will help you make sense of the riches on view at the

							Perhentians and elsewhere, and the Flooded

								Forest tank, with its pair of hefty, 2m-long Amazonian

							arapaima freshwater fish. It also holds electric eels, otters and even

							piranhas, but the pièce de résistance is the

							vast Living Ocean tank, traversed on a

							moving walkway through a transparent tunnel, replete with sand tiger

							sharks, octopus and huge rays.



< Back to The Golden Triangle


Bukit Bintang

Bukit Bintang Monorail

For tourists and locals alike, Bukit

								Bintang – the broad corridor either side of Jalan Bukit Bintang – is one of the best

							spots in town for a wander. There’s a mall

							here to suit everyone: the gigantic, massively modern Pavilion KL and

							Berjaya Times Square, both packed with international chains and designer

							outlets; posh Starhill Gallery, with an exclusive, snazzy Art Deco feel;

							the more casually modest Lot 10 Mall and BB Plaza, and surprisingly

							bland Farenheit 88; and the glib, claustrophobic and slightly shifty

							Imbi Plaza. The southwestern end of Jalan Bukit Bintang is lined with

							royal palms and inexpensive clothing shops – and a few too many touts

							hissing “massage, woman, sexy massage” at passers-by – while the

							pavement around the Lot 10 Mall has evolved into Bintang Walk, home to a parade of smart cafés. By night

							the centre of attention, at least as regards dining, switches to nearby

								Jalan Alor, which boasts some great

							alfresco Chinese eating. Close by, Changkat Bukit Bintang and Tengkat

							Tong Shin hold more excellent restaurants, serving differing

							cuisines.



< Back to The Golden Triangle


Kompleks Budaya Kraf

Jalan Conlay, just south of KLCC • Daily 9am–6pm • Free • [image: tel_icon] 03 2162 7459, [image: web_icon] kraftangan.gov.my

The sprawl of Malay-style buildings housing Kompleks Budaya Kraf is a good opportunity to see

							excellent examples of Malaysia’s crafts in one place – including pewter,

							carved wooden boxes, modern textiles, woven baskets, gaudy ceramics and

							Orang Asli woodcarvings – and to do some serious souvenir shopping.

							Their small, well-presented museum (RM3) is

							also worth a half-hour browse to explore the intricacies of the weaving,

							tie-dyeing and batik processes, keris casting,

							and Malay kite construction.



< Back to The Golden Triangle


Badan Warisan

2 Jalan Stonor • Mon–Sat 10am–5.30pm • Free • [image: tel_icon] 03 2144 9273, [image: web_icon] badanwarisan.org.my

Badan Warisan, Malaysia’s architecture

							conservation trust, campaigns to preserve the rich heritage of

							shophouses, temples and colonial buildings that developers and many

							municipal authorities seem intent on destroying. It’s housed close to

							Komplex Budaya Kraf in a 1925 colonial mansion that contains a gift

							shop, good for books on local architecture, and hosts occasional

							temporary exhibitions, focusing on anything from colonial furniture to

							restoration work.

  Also in the grounds is the beautifully restored Rumah

								Penghulu Abu Seman, a traditional timber house that once

							belonged to a Malay chieftain. Moved here from Kedah, it can only be

							visited on a guided tour (11am & 3pm; RM10).



< Back to The Golden Triangle


Bukit Nanas

The western side of the Golden Triangle is dominated by forested

								Bukit Nanas (“Pineapple Hill”),

							above which rises the Menara KL

							communications tower. Although most people head straight for the tower

							and its brilliant views, you can also follow an easy 40min walking trail through the forest from the Forestry Office on Jalan Raja Chulan (daily

							9am–6pm; free map available; see Menara KL for free guided walks) to

							Jalan Ampang, close to the Bukit Nanas Monorail station; there are big

							trees, subdued gloom, bird’s nest ferns, stands of bamboo and a few

							monkeys.

  Just west of the hill, on Jalan Bukit Nanas, the fine collection of

								colonial school buildings include the St

							John’s Institution (1904) and Bukit Nanas Convent School – still rated

							among KL’s top schools.



< Back to The Golden Triangle


Menara KL

Access via Jalan Ramlee and Jalan Puncak;

								free shuttles every 15min from Jalan Puncak, or a 15min walk

								uphill • Daily 9am–10pm, last tickets 9.30pm; free

								guided forest walks from the base of the tower at 10am, 12pm, 2.30pm

								& 4.30pm • RM45 • [image: tel_icon] 03 2020 5444, [image: web_icon] menarakl.com.my

At 421m, the Menara KL tower offers

							vistas east across the Petronas Towers to the blue peaks of the

							Titiwangsa range that marks the start of the Peninsula’s interior, and

							west along the unmitigated urban sprawl of the Klang Valley. Dusk is an

							especially worthwhile time to come, as the city lights up, as does the

							tower itself on special occasions – green for Muslim festivals, purple

							for Deepavali and red for the Chinese New Year. Though free audio guides

							describe what can be seen in each direction, it’s probably best to hold

							off visiting until you know KL well enough to be familiar with its

							general layout.

  The observation deck sits inside in the

							bulbous portion of the tower, which was designed in the shape of a

								gasing, the Malay spinning top. Fixed

							binoculars (free) allow you to espy city life in minute detail, even

							picking out pedestrians narrowly avoiding being run over as they scurry

							across the streets of Chinatown. You can also combine a visit with tea

							or a meal at the revolving Seri Angkasa restaurant one floor higher.



< Back to The Golden Triangle




THE LAKE GARDENS AND AROUND


Masjid Negara >>

Islamic Arts Museum >>

The RMP Museum >>

The Lake Gardens (Taman Tasik Perdana) >>

The National Museum >>



Kuala Lumpur train station KTM

West of the colonial quarter, the Lake

							Gardens offer a pleasant escape from KL’s more frenetic streets

						amid a humid, hilly spread of green. Behind the sizeable modern Masjid Negara, which fronts the area on Jalan

						Sultan Hishamuddin, a cool white building contains the superb Islamic Arts Museum. Uphill lie the gardens

						themselves, complete with close-cropped lawns, water and a host of

						children-friendly attractions – including a Butterfly Park, a Bird Park and

						the National Planetarium – while Malaysia’s National

							Museum is just south. Although you could easily spend half a

						day strolling around, focus on the two museums if you’re pushed for

						time.

  The easiest access on foot is via Kuala Lumpur train station and

						the underpass to the KTM building, from where

						you can edge around to the mosque – otherwise you have to risk crossing the

						usual furious traffic flows. As smaller roads run through the gardens,

						however, it’s perhaps easiest to get here by taxi.


Masjid Negara

Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin • Sat–Wed 9am–6pm, Fri 2.45–6pm

Opened in 1965, Masjid Negara

							(National Mosque) is starting to look rather dated, but does impress

							with the scale of its paved courtyards and colonnades, all rectangles of

							white marble bisected by pools of water. The prayer hall can hold up to

							ten thousand worshippers, though size gives way to decorative prowess in

							its finely detailed stone archways, the dome adorned with eighteen

							points signifying the five pillars of Islam and the thirteen states of

							Malaysia. To enter as a visitor (between prayers only), you must be

							properly dressed: robes can be borrowed (free) at the mosque

							entrance.



< Back to The Lake Gardens and around


Islamic Arts Museum

Just up Jalan Lembah Perdana from Masjid

								Negara • Daily 10am–6pm • RM12, RM15 during temporary exhibitions • [image: tel_icon] 03 2274 2020, [image: web_icon] iamm.org.my

The ultramodern Islamic Arts Museum is

							housed in an elegant open-plan building with gleaming marble floors.

							This well-documented collection is a real standout; allow around ninety

							minutes to do it justice, and bear in mind that there’s an excellent

							on-site Middle Eastern restaurant (open during

							museum hours, daily except Mon). If you’re arriving by taxi, you may

							find that the driver will know only the museum’s Malay name, Muzium

							Kesenian Islam – if that doesn’t work, just ask for the Masjid

							Negara.

  Level 1 begins with a rather bland collection

							of dioramas of Muslim holy places, though that of the Great Mosque of

							Xi’an in central China draws attention to the neglected subject of Islam

							in the Far East, a theme continued elsewhere on this level. In the India

							gallery, devoted to the Moghuls, look for an intricately carved wooden

							locking mechanism, designed to cloister the harem away from the rest of

							the world, while the China gallery features porcelain and scroll

							paintings bearing Arabic calligraphy. Best of all is an impressive

							3m-high archway in the Malay gallery, once part of a house belonging to

							an Indonesian notable, with black, red and gold lacquering and a

							trelliswork of leaves as its main motif. An equally fine trunk below it

							was used as a travelling box by Terengganu royalty. Built of the

							much-prized cengal hardwood, it’s decorated in

							red and gold and bears the names of Islam’s revered first four

							caliphs.


Level 2

On level 2, richly embroidered textiles

								and marquetry back up unusual examples of Western European ceramic

								crockery, influenced by the Islamic world in their design – and

								sometimes produced for that market. Most interesting here is the

								terrace containing the museum’s main dome,

								a blue-and-white affair with floral ornamentation. Built by Iranian

								craftsmen, it’s the only one of several similar examples in the

								building that’s intended to illustrate the exterior of a grand

								mosque. Finally, look out for the bizarre reversed dome ceiling,

								bulging downwards from above – it’s the last thing you see as you

								make your way back to the foyer from the area containing the

								excellent gift shop.





< Back to The Lake Gardens and around


The RMP Museum

Jalan Perdana, beyond the Islamic Arts

								Museum • Tues–Thurs, Sat & Sun 10am–6pm, Fri

								10am–noon & 3–6pm • Free

The RMP Museum covers the vivid

							history of the Royal Malaysian Police

							force. Fascinating photographs on show include a shot of British

							officers and their local charges on patrol on buffaloes, around 1900.

							The museum also displays weapons confiscated from the Communists during

							the Emergency, including a vicious assortment of parangs and a curved, bladed implement known as a Sarawak

							or Iban axe. Once you’ve had a look around, you can, if you’re feeling

							energetic, continue up Jalan Perdana into the Lake Gardens or head up the flight of steps opposite the museum to

							the hill where the National

								Planetarium is located.



< Back to The Lake Gardens and around


The Lake Gardens (Taman Tasik Perdana)

KL’s Lake Gardens were originally laid

							out in the 1890s by the British state treasurer to Malaya, Alfred

							Venning, though much of the landscaping has been carried out in the last

							25 years. Not quite parkland or gardens in the sense of somewhere you

							can stroll at leisure between formal arrangements of flower beds and

							trees, they’re probably best seen as a pleasant setting for various

							attractions, all connected by paths and sealed roads.

  If you’re out this way in the afternoon, consider dropping into KL’s

							most exclusive hotel, the Carcosa Seri Negara, off to the west. Their oh-so-English cream tea is a fitting reward for a hot day’s

							wander around the Lake Gardens – as long as you don’t mind dressing

							smartly and paying RM80 a head for the privilege.


The Butterfly Park

Off Jalan Tugu, north of Masjid Negara, Lake Gardens • Daily 9am–6pm • RM18 • [image: tel_icon] 03 2693 4799

The beautiful Butterfly Park is an

								unexpected delight. Enclosed in invisibly fine netting, this garden

								of tropical vines, shrubs and ferns nurtures 120 species of gorgeous

								butterflies – some with fifteen-centimetre wingspans – flitting

								about between the undergrowth and feed stations baited with

								pineapple and banana. There are also tranquil ponds full of giant

								koi carp, and a small but informative insect museum.




The Bird Park

Lake Gardens • Daily 9am–6pm • RM45 • [image: web_icon] klbirdpark.com

Billed as the world’s largest, KL’s popular Bird Park features a well-designed network of ponds

								and streams underneath a huge mesh tent, all linked together by a

								looped walkway. There are free-flying egrets, storks, African

								starlings, nutmeg pigeons and parrots all over the place, a flock of

								flamingoes lives in one of the ponds, and cages of indigenous

								species that you might well encounter in Malaysia’s wilder corners –

								hornbills, birds of prey such as the Brahminy kite, and the sizeable

								argus pheasant. Give yourself an hour to look around; the only real

								downside is the park’s outrageous cost, relative to any other

								attraction in town.




The Orchid and Hibiscus Gardens

Lake Gardens • Daily 9am–6pm • Mon–Fri free, Sat & Sun

									RM1

If you’re into tropical plants, you’ll love the Orchid and Hibiscus

									Gardens. They claim to have over 800 Malaysian orchids

								alone, all lining paved walkways in brightly coloured, formal

								arrangements. The hibiscus collection is laid out in terraces and

								includes Malaysia’s national flower, the bright red Bunga Raya.

								There are also groves of South American heliconias in the gardens, looking a bit like a ginger

								plant but with brightly coloured, strikingly shaped flowers. The

								garden shop sells orchid cuttings in

								sterile gel, suitable to take home.




Tun Abdul Razak Memorial

Lake Gardens

The main road through the Lake Gardens weaves south past a field

								of deer to the Tun Abdul Razak

									Memorial, a house built for the second Malaysian prime

								minister. He’s commemorated by assorted memorabilia inside, while

								his motorboat and golf trolley are ceremonially positioned outside.

								Behind here is the lake itself, which

								takes nearly an hour to walk around.




The National Planetarium

Lake Gardens • Tues–Sun 9.30am–4.30pm • RM1, Space Theatre RM3 • [image: tel_icon] 03 2273 4301, [image: web_icon] angkasa.gov.my/planetarium

Set on a forested hill east of the lake, the National Planetarium is reachable on

								foot using the steps opposite the RMP Museum. Its blue dome and geometrically latticed walls

								make this an unlikely example of the city’s Islamic-influenced

								architecture. The interior is, frankly, dull, albeit often full of

								happy, screaming children on school trips; there’s a cutaway space

								capsule, a Viking rocket engine and spacesuits in glass cases, all

								lit by lavish blue lighting. The Space

									Theatre also shows an hourly film on various topics,

								not necessarily about space.

  A pedestrian bridge runs south from the

								planetarium to the National Museum.
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The National Museum

Jalan Travers • Daily 9am–6pm, free guided tours Mon–Thurs

								& Sat 10am • RM5 • [image: tel_icon] 03 2282 1111, [image: web_icon] muziumnegara.gov.my • KL Train Station; walking, use the

								underpass to the KTM building as there are no other crossings on

								Jalan Sultan Hishamuddin

Built in 1963, the National Museum

							(Muzium Negara) has a sweeping roof characteristic of northern Malay

							architecture, and four galleries that focus

							perhaps too much on the Malay side of things, giving relatively little

							space to the Orang Asli, Indians, Chinese and Europeans who have also

							left their mark on the nation’s history and culture. Despite this, the

							museum is definitely worth an hour’s study, especially if you’ve seen

							the Textile Museum’s complementary exhibits.

  On the first floor, Gallery A offers a dry

							stroll through prehistory, though human skeletal remains from Kelantan

							prove that settlers were present on the Peninsula around 6000 BC.

								Gallery B covers early Malay kingdoms, in

							particular the Melaka Sultanate, with a particularly good collection of

							finely chased kris daggers and items recovered

							from sunken Chinese trading vessels. The pace accelerates upstairs,

							where Gallery C covers the colonial era, from

							reconstructions of Melaka’s Portuguese fortifications to a fine

							seventeenth-century German Bellarmine jug depicting a bearded face –

							characteristic of such jugs – on the neck of the vessel. There’s also

							ungenerous coverage of the British “interference” in the Malay States,

							including a diorama of the signing of the Pangkor treaty. Tin, the metal that opened up Malaysia to

							development, dominates the final part of the gallery; mining equipment

							sits alongside ridiculous animal-shaped coinage – including a

							thirty-centimetre crocodile – once used in Selangor and Perak.

  Gallery D parcels Modern Malaysia into a

							triumphant photo parade of the nation’s founding fathers, of various

							races, whose names you see on street signs in downtown – though there’s

							only cursory coverage of broader history, such as the Emergency during the

								1950s.

  Finally, don’t miss the open-air courtyard out the back, featuring an

							excellent rundown of the Peninsula’s indigenous

								groups, alongside fantastic totem-pole-like objects and

							grotesque face masks such as the one-fanged moyang

								melor, which were used in rites of ancestor worship.
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BRICKFIELDS AND KL SENTRAL

Kandaswamy Temple >>


KL Sentral LRT, KTM and Monorail

The laidback residential neighbourhood of Brickfields, 2km south of the city centre near KL Sentral station, was first settled by Tamils

						employed to build the railways, and named after the brickworks that lined

						the rail tracks. Even today, the area retains a strong South Indian presence

						along Jalan Tun Sambanthan – the main

						thoroughfare – especially the western stretch beyond the huge pink fountain

						marking the intersection with Jalan Travers; the road has flowers painted on

						it, buildings are pastel-hued, and Indian pop tunes blare out of sari shops

						and grocers. This is another corner of town to visit for local ambience

						rather than monumental sights, though it does hold some good places to eat

						(see Brickfields).


[image: RG]




Kandaswamy Temple

Jalan Scott, at the eastern edge of

								Brickfields

The Hindu Kandaswamy Temple was

							founded by the Sri Lankan Tamil community in the 1900s, though the

							present structure was consecrated in 1997. Its facade a riot of brightly

							coloured statues reminiscent of Chinatown’s Sri Maha Mariamman Temple,

							it’s all the more appealing for being little visited by tourists; just

							don’t expect to find anyone who can explain the layout, which includes,

							in the far right corner of the entrance wall, a collection of nine

							garlanded deities representing the planets.



< Back to Brickfields and KL Sentral
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