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  SECTION I – THE BASICS


  Understanding the Game


  Blackjack or 21 is one of the most popular table games in the casino’s to date. Perhaps it is the ease of the game or the odds to winning that make the game so sought after, whatever the case may be for you this guide will secure your intentions on helping the odds even better in your favor. You will learn the ground basics of the game, betting strategies and various card counting strategies that will make cashing out an eventful journey.


  The game is played against the dealer, as opposed to other casino games where you are playing against other contestants. You have to beat the dealer in any given hand to be paid out for your bet. You must hold a card total that is higher than the dealers in order to win that hand, but you cannot exceed 21(which indicate a “bust” or a “break”).


  The following information is for those who are just beginning to play and understand the game of blackjack. If you already know the rules and how to play you can skip the following section and move onto the section that covers card counting or the other strategies included in this guide.


  FINDING THE PERFECT TABLE…


  If this is your first time at a casino the first thing you will need to do is find an appropriate table to play. When choosing a table you will want to take into consideration how much you are willing to bet on each game. All tables at a casino will have minimal and maximum bets accepted. This will be indicated on the table with a small sign. In many casinos throughout the US tables will be color coded for minimal bets required, red for a $5 table, Green for a $25 table and Black for a $100 table. Walk around to all the available blackjack tables and become familiar with their betting averages and how full each table is. As a beginner you will want to make sure that you choose a table that uses at least 6 decks, this will give the best odds as you are learning the game. These are considered “shoe” games, where the dealer will help answer questions throughout the game play. Yet, you will want to lean towards playing a game with fewer decks once you become familiar with the game.


  
    . TIP 1: When looking for a table scope all tables and stick to a table where the players actually know how to play the game

  


  Being seated at the right table is an important aspect of making the most out of your blackjack experience and taking home the cash you are seeking. The other players are of no concern to your game play, as you are simply playing blackjack against the dealer only, but being seated at a table with players that know how to play the game will ensure the success of your hand as well.


  BUYING CHIPS…


  Once you have chosen a table of play and are seated and ready to start, place your money on the felt table and the dealer will exchange your cash for chips. Never hand the dealer money though, as they are not allowed to take cash from your hand. You will have to wait for a break in action to place your money on the table, once a game is over that is a perfect time to get into the action.


  An ideal amount to receive in chips is normally around 10 to 20 times the amount of the bet. If the minimal table amount is $5 you will want to at least receive $50 to $100 in chips. Whatever amount of cash you put on the table is the amount of chips you will get back. All chips are color coded as well, red for $5, green for $25 and Black for $100, understanding the amount for each color is important for the bets you make. Many casinos also have chips that represent $1 (white in color) and sometimes $2.50 (pink in color).


  Once you receive your chips make sure you were given the correct amount for the cash you placed on the table. The dealer is there to answer any questions you may have, don’t hesitate to ask.


  PLACING A BET…


  On the felt in front of you, you will see a small circle or box, this is the betting box. Once you have placed a chip in that circle you will be dealt a hand for that game. You are not allowed to touch the bet in the circle once the cards have been dealt. You can make as large of a bet as the maximum bet allowed on the tables, or as little as the minimal bet it is simply up to you. If you are using various denominations of a bet place the larger valued chips on the bottom and stack the smaller valued chips on the top.


  Once the game has been played the dealer will then move to each position on the table and collect the chips from the losing hand and pay out chips to the winning hands. You can then collect your winnings or restack them to continue your game play.
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