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Preface


In 1829 Mendelssohn embarked upon his Grand Tour, a journey calculated to broaden the horizons both figuratively and intellectually. Preparing the way for his career, Felix had admitted as much to his confidante Moscheles who was an established and prominent figure in London's musical scene and who had an important part to play in Mendelssohn's London concerts. Bouyed up by her recent betrothal to the Prussian court artist, Wilhelm Hensel, Fanny meanwhile, tasked Carl Klingemann with the day to day care of the composer whilst in England:


We are soon going to send you Felix... The prospect of his absence, as you may well imagine, casts a deep shadow on this sunny time of my life. I know that you love him for your own sake and for his, but now you must love him even more, as he had no one in England who has loved him ere i this, and you will be to him Alpha and Omega... Take good care of him, and let him find one warm heart for the many he leaves behind!


Berlin: March 22, 1829ii


(Hensel 1882; pp.169-170)


Taking in London’s musical life and culture with various social outings and sightseeing provided a leisurely preamble to the main business where he conducted the London premiere of 'A Midsummer Night’s Dream', followed a month later by performances of Weber’s ‘Concert-Stück’, Beethoven’s ‘Emperor Concerto' and the ‘Double Concerto' in E major, with Moscheles at his side. With the concert season completed, Mendelssohn and Klingemann then travelled north, to Scotland. At Holyrood Palace, the composer found the inspiration for his Scottish Symphony and together, he and Klingemann travelled thenceforth to Oban where, infused by the spirit of the dramatic Hebridean coastline in a letter to his sisters, Mendelssohn set down his first thoughts for an overture:
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