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  Hi folks! My name is Caroline Ragnarok. But for obvious reasons (you don’t really want a knot in your tongue, do you?) you can call me Carrie.




  I’m a spy. That means I get to do all sorts of interesting things. Such as saving the world from whacked-out psychos hell-bent on destroying it, protecting American heiresses from shotgun weddings to East-European potentates, reacquiring the stolen blueprints for a doomsday device, dealing with killer viruses that have infected Alaskan resort towns, investigating immaculate conceptions connected to UFO-sightings in the New Mexico desert and the like.




  However, my job is not always that interesting. There’s also the boring bits. Such as my personal favourite: courier duty. Which means taking something from one place to another and protecting it with my life — if necessary — should somebody try to steal it. Which — most of the time — nobody does. Who would even want to steal buff Manila envelopes or battered briefcases? And mostly that’s the sort of thing I am supposed to deliver.




  This time, however, the object I am to escort is a bit more interesting. It is a work of art on its way to the biggest ever exhibition of twentieth and twenty-first century art in Berlin. Shape No. 8 by Bulgarian artist Vassily Bagdanorowsky (and here I thought my name was unpronounceable). Valued at 2.8 million dollars.




  According to Dewar’s Art Dictionary on DVD — All of Art from Cave Paintings to Cyber Sculpture, Bagdanorowsky is the most famous artist of an obscure school known as Minimalist Brutalist Barbarism. His oeuvre is characterized by a simplicity of form and sparse use of colour in connection with full utilization of the natural structures and effects of the organic material. Whatever that is supposed to mean. Bagdanorowsky’s most important work is a series of thirteen sculptures imaginatively entitled Shapes No. 1 to No. 14. Apparently Bagdanorowsky was superstitious.
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