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	Preface

	 

	 

	After publishing the Epistle of Clement (only its English translation), we present here The Didache, also known as The Teaching or Teaching of the Twelve Apostles.

	When I first read it over thirty years ago, I fell in love with it. Since then, I have been dreaming of creating my own edition of this wonderful ancient writing. And now, here it is!

	The Didache is shorter than Clement's letter, but it is more technical and contains doctrinal information. In this edition, I have provided both a translation and the Greek text.

	While I acknowledge that this text is more suited for study rather than casual reading, I want to emphasize that the purpose of this series of books on the Apostolic Fathers, as well as the numerous Early Church Fathers we have published, is to invite the average Christian and Bible reader to become acquainted with these writings and experience the blessings of understanding how the same faith, diligence, and expectations that we embrace today were also part of the lives of the early Christians.

	May God bless your reading and study of this remarkable Christian document.

	 

	June 18th, 2023

	Giuseppe Guarino 

	 

	 

	 


Introduction

	 

	 

	It was thought that the Didache had been lost until 1873 when Philotheos Bryennios rediscovered it in a manuscript he found in the library of the Jerusalem monastery of the Holy Sepulchre. This manuscript, known as the Jerusalem Codex, bears the date of the Greek calendar year 6564, which corresponds to our 1056 AD. The publication of the manuscript's text followed shortly thereafter in 1883 in Constantinople.

	The text of the Didache is of particular importance, both for its possible dating to the first century and for the intrinsic value of the text itself, which is immediately evident to scholars and even to the average reader.

	This is one of the reasons why I am excited to present my version of this book in Italian. It is, in fact, a treatise that, in a simple but effective manner, contains the sum of the teachings of the Church, both ancient and contemporary. The references in the initial part, traceable to the Jewish tradition (Talmud), and thanks to the discoveries of the Dead Sea Scrolls, make it a document of extraordinary antiquity and significance, at least in its essential part.

	Eusebius of Caesarea mentions it, but it seems that its canonicity was never seriously considered. This is somewhat the current position: it is difficult not to be drawn to the contents of this book, but at the same time, there is no element to consider it divinely inspired.

	Quotations from the New Testament books are free, as was customary in the writings of the Church Fathers. There was no division into chapters and verses for reference, and most likely, quoting had to rely on memory. Memory in antiquity was indeed much more developed than that of contemporary inhabitants of Western countries. Among populations not dependent on writing or easy access to writing materials, memory was still a reliable guardian of texts and events to remember.

	Part of the text of the Didache is in common with the Epistle of Barnabas, another very ancient text held in high regard. Other apocryphal writings share some parts with it, but the Didache presented in this volume is the only one considered for such an ancient dating.

	I propose to translate the Greek text of the work, but there exists a Latin version from the 10th century that confirms the text of the Didache. It also shows us that the Greek text we have, while the original language, has undergone a textual journey with some variants, though not greatly affecting the meaning of the text.

	Essentially, the Greek text we possess is the same as the book referenced by Eusebius of Caesarea and Athanasius in the 4th century.

	 

	Dating

	 

	Lightfoot writes about the Didache: "It seems to have been written after the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD but before the city was rebuilt by Hadrian following the 132-135 revolt." J. B. Lightfoot and J. R. Harner, The Apostolic Fathers, Second Edition, Baker Book House, p.160.

	At the current stage of our knowledge, this writing can be dated between the year 50 (even earlier!) and 150 AD. To narrow down these extremes, dates between 70 AD and the early 2nd century are proposed. J. P. Audet specifically suggests 70 AD as a possible date of composition.

	 

	 


The Structure of the Text

	 

	The Didache presents itself as a coherent, well-structured document with its own logic from beginning to end. The unity of the work and its literary, theological, and historical value are undeniable. Below is the outline that I have identified:

	 

	Chapters       Theme

	1 to 4       The Way of Life

	5             The Way of Death

	6             Various Recommendations

	7             On Baptism

	8             On Fasting and Praying

	9 and 10       The Eucharist

	11             Discerning True from False Apostles

	12             Prophets and Brothers

	13             The Offering

	14             Assembly and Reconciliation

	15:1,2       Bishops and Deacons

	15:3-5       Forgiveness, Prayer, and Charity

	16             Eschatological Discourse

	 

	 

	 


Citations and Biblical References

	 

	There are numerous biblical citations and various allusions to Scripture passages. We will examine them more closely when we delve into the text. However, I will provide some of them in advance.

	 

	Didache 1:1

	“There are two ways, one of life and one of death, and there is a great difference between the two ways.”

	Ref. Matthew 7:13-14

	 

	Didache 1:6

	“Let your alms sweat in your hands, until you know to whom you are giving.”

	Ref. Deuteronomy 15:7-11.

	 

	Didache 2:2      

	“You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not corrupt children, you shall not fornicate, you shall not steal, you shall not practice magic, you shall not practice witchcraft, you shall not murder a child by abortion nor kill that which is born.” 

	Ref. Matthew 5:21-22, 27-28 and Exodus 20:13-15, 17.

	Didache 4:5

	“Do not stretch out your hands to take, but hold back when giving.”

	Ref. Deuteronomy 15:7-11.

	 

	Didache 4:8

	“Do not turn away from those in need, but share everything with your brother, and do not say that things are your own. For if you are partners in the immortal, how much more so in the mortal?” 

	Ref. Acts 2:44-45 and 4:32-35.

	 

	Didache 7:1

	“Concerning baptism, thus baptize: having instructed all these things, baptize in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

	Ref. Matthew 28:19

	 

	Didache 8:1

	“Let your fasting not be with the hypocrites. For they fast on the second day and the fifth.” 

	Ref. Luke 18:12.

	 

	Didache 10:6

	μαρὰν ἀθά, in our alphabet  is Maranatha.

	Ref. 1 Corinthians 16:22.

	 

	Didache 16:8

	“Then the world will see the Lord coming upon the clouds of heaven.”

	Ref. Matthew 24:30 and Revelation 1:7.

	 

	Manuscripts

	 

	Here are some of the manuscripts containing all or part of the Didache:

	Codex Hierosolymitanus (A.D. 1056) - Also known as the Jerusalem Codex, this manuscript was discovered in the library of the patriarchate in Jerusalem in 1873. It contains the complete text of the Didache.

	Codex Vaticanus Graecus 862 (A.D. 1056) - Also known as the Codex Ottobonianus, this manuscript is located in the Vatican Library and contains the complete text of the Didache.

	Codex Parisinus Graecus 451 (A.D. 1070) - This manuscript, located in the National Library of France, contains the complete text of the Didache.

	Codex Atheniensis (A.D. 1056) - Also known as the Codex Athous Laura, this manuscript was discovered in 1847 in the monastery of Mount Athos in Greece. It contains the complete text of the Didache.

	Codex Upsaliensis (A.D. 1477) - This manuscript, located in the Uppsala University Library in Sweden, contains the complete text of the Didache.

	Codex Hierosolymitanus 48 (A.D. 1056) - This manuscript, also known as the "Pseudo-Athanasian Canons," contains a partial copy of the Didache.

	Codex Barberini Graecus 336 (A.D. 1056) - This manuscript, located in the Vatican Library, contains a partial copy of the Didache.

	 

	There are also several fragments and quotations of the Didache found in other early Christian writings, such as the Apostolic Constitutions, the writings of Clement of Alexandria and Origen.

	 

	 

	Textual Variants

	 

	The variant readings among the manuscripts are relatively minor, and in several manuscripts, they do not significantly impact the overall message and teachings of the Didache. However, they highlight the challenges in the work of reconstructing the original text and understanding its transmission history.

	Some manuscripts have a longer version of the Lord's Prayer compared to others. For example, the Sahidic and Bohairic versions include additional clauses, while the Greek and Latin manuscripts have a shorter version.

	Greek and Latin manuscripts present different expressions in the instructions for baptism. For instance, some Greek manuscripts use the term 'pour' while others use 'pour over' when describing the act of pouring water during baptism.
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