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The saying “a match made in heaven” speaks of a relationship or pairing where each member perfectly complements the other. God in His infinite wisdom long ago had a master plan of a royal wedding between Himself and a Bride, and this relationship is a match made in heaven. After all, the Lord is our Bridegroom, and those who belong to Jesus Christ are His Bride. The Lord is perfect, so the marriage He has purposed and designed is meant to last forever.

Those who believe have been included in Christ when they heard the message of truth, the gospel of our salvation. As we believed, we were marked in the Lord with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit (read Ephesians 1:13). So the moment we hear the message of the gospel and receive salvation we are betrothed to Christ. The Lord is the perfect Bridegroom, and He knows who His Bride is. Such a Bride is sold out for the Bridegroom, seeking to be with Him and to love him for all eternity. Our eternal life begins that very moment of betrothal. There is, however, time between now and when we reach our eternal destination. Keep in mind the betrothed bride is already considered married to her bridegroom.

A bridegroom is regarded as a man just married or just about to be married. The word bridegroom comes from the Old English brydguma, which was a combination of bryd (“bride”) and guma (“man”). The word bridegroom appears in the Bible in both Testaments and carries the same meaning: the husband of the bride. The word bridegroom is used often in the Bible as a metaphor for God, specifically for Jesus Christ. The church is likened to a bride with Christ as her bridegroom. When Jesus was with His disciples, He answered a question about fasting with an analogy involving a bridegroom: “How can the guests of the bridegroom fast while he is with them? They cannot, so long as they have him with them. But the time will come when the bridegroom will be taken from them, and on that day they will fast” (Mark 2:19–20).

This church—the Bride of Christ—is not one specific local church or denomination but the entire body of believers throughout the ages. All who have trusted the Lord and received salvation by grace through faith are collectively His Bride. Paul also refers to the church as a virgin waiting for her bridegroom (2 Corinthians 11:2) and uses the relationship between Christ and the church as an example of the importance of wives’ submission to their husbands (Ephesians 5:24). Take note of the word “virgin”, for it implies that the Bride is not supposed to be “sleeping over” before the coming of the Bridegroom. To “sleep around” is a form of adultery and we betray our Bridegroom. We do so by loving things or people or sins or even false gods above the Bridegroom. This is idolatry. We betray the Bridegroom’s love when we flirt with the world, and ‘climb into the bed’ with the world by giving in to its seductions and temptations.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, was in danger of being stoned to death for being pregnant. She was betrothed to Joseph, but the marriage feast still needed to take place. According to Matthew 1:18-19, Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. Back then, a pledge or betrothal was much more binding than a modern-day engagement, and the couple was already considered to be husband and wife. In Bible days a couple was betrothed to one another for one year before they consummated their marriage. 

It’s unlikely that the couple had any time alone together during the betrothal year and sexual activity with anyone else was considered to be adulterous.  At this time Joseph didn’t know about the miraculous conception (that information came later from an angel in a dream).

Did you know that according to the Judaic law, Joseph was within his rights to have Mary stoned to death, along with the man with whom she had committed adultery. This would have meant Mary could have been stoned to death thus killing the baby inside her womb, therefore, no messiah and no salvation. A public divorce would mean Mary would be a single mother and unlikely ever to be married. When her parents died, she’d have no means of support and it’s would have been likely that her life, as well as Jesus’, would be cut short, so again no messiah, no salvation. The law declared the death penalty for Mary but Joseph chose a more gracious pathway, and his decision was upheld by the revelation that Mary was impregnated by the Spirit of God.

Just so, as the Bride today, we must remain faithful to Christ, for we have been reborn by the Spirit just as Jesus was born by the Spirit. We are called to lead the lost to the Bridegroom, but no become ‘pregnant’ by fornicating with the world and its pleasures and sins. A life led in rebellion to Christ is a life in danger of being doomed to the eternal fires of hell.

As the Bride, we are called to have only one true eternal love – Christ. One can tend to take this reality too far as well, such as in the Catholic faith where priests are not allowed to marry. Within the Catholic circles, it is said that priests serve in the place of Christ and therefore, their ministry specially configures them to Christ. Christ was not married while on earth (except in a spiritual sense, to the Church). There is also the belief that as none of us will be married in heaven (Matthew 22:23–30) but only to Christ, then remaining unmarried in this life, priests are more closely configured to the final, eschatological state that will be all of ours. According to the Catholic Church's Code of Canon Law celibacy is a “special gift of God” which allows practitioners to follow more closely the example of Christ, who was chaste. Another reason is that when a priest enters into service to God, the church becomes his highest calling.

This is all good and well, but marriage is an institution introduced by God Himself, so that in marriage between man and woman we may know and understand the spiritual marriage between Christ and the Church. Christ must be our first love, but earthly marriages remain important, for it upholds God’s love for the family, and those who marry can understand more deeply the sanctity of such a union. Such a sanctity of union we enjoy our Bridegroom, who sealed the Covenant (Betrothal) with His Blood. Yes, the Bridegroom loves the Bride so much that He was willing to die a horrible death on the cross for our freedom! What an incredible Bridegroom we serve!

In the letter to Ephesians, Paul compares the marriage of husband and wife to the union of Christ and the Church. As a Jewish Christian, Paul understood that the fundamental shape of salvation history as a whole is nuptial (used to refer to things relating to a wedding or to marriage). In the Jewish tradition, salvation begins with the wedding of Adam and Eve, when the bride is created from the flesh of the bridegroom. Since then, all of salvation history has been the unfolding of God’s covenantal relationship with His people.

The relationship between God and Israel is also a model of marriage. God’s covenant with Israel reveals the union of the Creator with his chosen people whom He has set apart. Similarly, Judeo-Christian marriage is a covenant that both unites together and sets apart from the rest. In both God’s covenant with Israel and the marriage covenant, the acknowledgement of something holy and extraordinary inspires an enduring promise.

At the start of John’s Gospel, Jesus turns water into wine at a Jewish wedding feast, revealing his identity as the bridegroom-Messiah. As He provides an abundance of wine, He also alludes to the future Messianic banquet where death is overcome by another abundant outpouring of wine, his own blood. Jesus frames His death in the context of a wedding day (see Matthew 9:14-15; Mark 2:18-20; Luke 5:33-35). But Jesus is no ordinary bridegroom and His marriage is no ordinary marriage; His redemption is nuptial. His betrothal feast is the Last Supper, and the consummation of His marriage happens on the cross.

The Lord Jesus is our Bridegroom, the Lover of my soul, and we are His bride! It means that we share His love. It means we bear His Name. In marriage the bride takes the name of the bridegroom, and the same is true with the believer who becomes united by faith to Christ. We are called to uphold the name of Jesus. Through our actions, words, behaviour and conduct, we must bring honour to the name of our Bridegroom! This reality we need to ponder. We are His Bride, and as such, we must bring honour to our Bridegroom. We must not put Him to shame. What He loves we must love. He must be ours and captivate our attention day and night. In any true marriage, the bridegroom and the bride give themselves to each other, unreservedly and forever; and in this holy relationship of the saved sinner and the Saviour, it is the same. It is not only true that we are His, but it is also gloriously true that He is ours.

In marriages, the man and wife make all kinds of promises, such as loving each other until death do them part. Sadly, if we look at the rate of divorces and how marriages fall apart, such a commitment of “loving until death” holds little weight. Yet this is not true with our covenant with God. This is not something that should be taken lightly. The true Bride is in for the long haul, and even death will not separate us from the Bridegroom (Romans 8). God’s Bride has been called to be with the Bridegroom for all eternity. And this will happen because those who are part of the true Bride do love the Lord and seek to be with Him day and night. This is after all a match made in heaven, so no devil or demon or earthly power or force can destroy such a love.

As the Bride, we can be confident that our eternal home with Jesus is secured. We belong to him both now and forevermore. John 14:3 says, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.” Jesus is the bridegroom, and His disciples are the wedding guests. Glory to Him, what a glorious hope instilled in the Bride!

John the Baptist presented himself as the “friend who attends the bridegroom,” which is the person we would today call the “best man” (John 3:29). John said, “The bride belongs to the bridegroom,” and by this he referred to Jesus and the church, His spiritual bride, who stands by His side and invites people in, saying, “‘Come!’ Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life” (Revelation 22:17). John introduced the Bridegroom (Jesus) to Israel, and subsequently, the Bridegroom was also presented to the Gentiles would be grafted into the vine of life.  He says in John 3, “36 He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” If we believe in Christ who came to earth 2000 years ago, we then look forward to an eternal marriage that would not rust or fall apart. John the Baptist only heralded the groom and then stepped aside as Jesus begin His ministry.

2 Corinthians 11:2 says, “For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.” In Paul’s love for the Corinthian church, he also took on this role as a friend of the bridegroom. Paul was constantly helping to ‘shape’ the Bride, for many of the Jews thought that the betrothal was also meant for Israel. Paul’s entire ministry work was to tell people that by the New Covenant both Jews and Gentiles are now betrothed, and are ultimately part of the Bride of Christ.

Ultimately, the one who prepares us for the coming of the Bridegroom is the Holy Spirit. While John the Baptist and Paul regarded themselves as the friend of the bridegroom, this is also the role fulfilled by the Holy Spirit. This shows you how much Jesus loves you and how committed He is to helping you get to the marriage ceremony. Jesus didn’t just leave the Bride on her own. No, He promised us a helper who will make sure that we are ready for Him when He returns. What an incredible gift Jesus the bridegroom has given to us as the Bride of Christ. John 15:26 says the following: “26 But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me.”

And so the words of Jesus when He says, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God”, should jolt us to realise the absolute importance of walking in the Spirit. For the Spirit has come to prepare us as the Bride to one day be with the Bridegroom for all eternity. For us to follow God, to live out our callings, we need to be reborn in the Spirit. For then we shall have the mind of Christ, which means we shall know the will of God and we shall move in obedience. We cannot grow into spiritual maturity without the Holy Spirit. We cannot draw closer to God or be conformed to His image without the Holy Spirit. We cannot minister and be servants of the Most High without the Holy Spirit. Without the Spirit, we will follow a religion and a not relationship. Without the Spirit, we will continually battle the flesh and operate under the dominion of the flesh. Only through birth in the Holy Spirit and submission unto the Lord can we truly walk in love, fear, obedience, truth and glory.

Jesus Himself was baptised in the Spirit, and only after this momentous event did Jesus walk in the fullness of His ministry. Jesus was indeed the Son of God, and He was the Anointed One to reconcile the world to the Father, but His teachings and miracles flowed from the work of the Holy Spirit. If Jesus ministered in the power of the Spirit, how much more do we not need the Spirit today as mere mortals? The Church only got birthed on the day of the Pentecost at the outpouring of the Spirit, and subsequently, in the power of the Holy Spirit, the Gospel has over the last 2000 years or so been spread throughout the world. We are only reborn as children of God when we are filled by the Spirit. The truth is simple – without the Holy Spirit, we as Christians are lost on our spiritual journey.

A Christian faith without the Spirit is a religion of dead rules and regulations and customs. 

Without the Spirit, we will but continue to flounder in our spirit, in our character, in our daily lives and in our ministry. Without the Spirit, we remain self-conscious, sin-conscious, world conscious instead of God and Word-conscious. Without the Spirit, we are subjected to a time where we remain in bondage to the fears and uncertainties and perplexities of life, instead of being set free in the anointing of the Holy Spirit.  Without the Spirit, we will remain wandering according to our own self-worth and self-image, instead of seeing ourselves in Christ and being raised anew in the truth and reality of the Lord. Only in Spirit do our self-worth and self-image change into the image of Jesus. Indeed, without the Spirit, we “cannot enter the kingdom of God”.

When you consider the true work of the Spirit in the life of the Brdie, then you realise that without the Spirit we are like a cork drifting on the ocean hoping to find a distant shore. The fullness of the Spirit extends way beyond mere gifts or callings; it deals with our fundamental essence of being a follower of the Lord. The Spirit is the conformer of our morality and character. He awakens us to become spiritually conscious and conscientious and no longer carnal and worldly-orientated. The Spirit is the One who equips, empowers and strengthens us for ministry. The Anointing of the Spirit destroys our flawed ways of thinking and perceptions that translate into our negative behaviour, our habits, our emotions and our actions. The Spirit brings us into alignment with the will of God through the Truth. In all, things, from day to night and from night to day, the Spirit is our guide, advisor and counsellor when it comes to our daily lives.

In a nutshell, the Spirit of the Living God works in our spirit, He works in our soul (emotions, character, mind-sets, morals, values), He trains and equips and empowers us for service and He works in Truth and Power to set us free from negative strongholds of thoughts and emotions and behaviour that dictate our lives. The Spirit is the Anointing that breaks our yokes and burdens. Without the Spirit, therefore, we will not be renewed in our minds and in our character to become more like God. Without the Spirit, we will stay worldly and carnally-minded instead of being spiritually orientated. Without the Spirit, we will remain in bondage to our emotions and thoughts and behaviour and habits, which have not come under the liberating power of the Blood. Without the Spirit, we will try to be in service of God without the anointing and the wisdom.

We need the Spirit to lead and guide us so that we are prepared to be eternally with the Bridegroom, and we need the Spirit to conform us to bring honour and glory to the Bridegroom while still betrothed on earth. In the power of the Spirit, we are made ready and strengthened to overcome this world to welcome the Bridegroom, who is the lover of our soul.

Jude says, “24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 25 To God our Savior, Who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen.” You are the Bride of Christ and the Holy Spirit will help you until the bridegroom comes. In the parable of the ten virgins (Matthew 25:1-13), it is clear we do not know when the Bridegroom will come. So we have to be prepared and ready. And the Holy Spirit helps us in this task. Jesus is coming again. At the appointed time, He will set out from His Father’s house, to get those who are His bride. After all the preparation and getting ready, we finally will get to the ultimate culmination and the true reward for us who are the bride of Christ.

In the Bible, we see a picture of a great celebration called the wedding supper of the Lamb (Revelation 19:6-9). This celebration is for the bride (you and I) who have made ourselves ready for the appearance of the Lamb. Remember you have help from the friend of the bridegroom (the Holy Spirit) to help you get ready. This celebration is one of the glorious moments in the triumph of our faith. You are already betrothed to Christ and He has given you the Holy Spirit to assist you, but how are you preparing for that day?

We are called to shine the light of the Bridegroom, to be ready for His coming, and to be without spot or wrinkle when it happens. We cannot do this on our own, so we need the Word of God and we need the Holy Spirit. We must make every effort to be found pleasing unto the Bridegroom, for the marriage feast in heaven will outshine any grand wedding that has ever been held on earth! The Bridegroom is indeed glorious, so let us prepare and remain consecrated unto holiness. May the Bridegroom find a pure and faithful Bride! 
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Hosea 2 (New King James Version): 19 I will betroth you to Me forever; Yes, I will betroth you to Me In righteousness and justice, In lovingkindness and mercy; 20 I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness, And you shall know the LORD.

The world is aware of grand royal weddings, such as in England, but we must also remember a far greater and divine royal wedding, one which is everlasting and one which is far more significant in worth and value. This is the glorious and magnificent royal wedding when we are betrothed as the Bride unto the Lord, and this betrothal becomes a reality when we come to the Lord Jesus as our Saviour, Redeemer and ultimately the Bridegroom of our hearts.

To understand the spiritual depth of the divine royal wedding, we have to take note that Jesus Himself followed the steps of a Jewish bridegroom when taking His own bride, we, the Church, as His Bride. Indeed, when we look at the ceremonial and spiritual pomp of such a royal wedding, it leaves us amazed at the beauty of our betrothal and that the Lord is coming back as the Bridegroom for us.

In John 3, John the Baptist says the following: “29 He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled.” John the Baptist was commissioned to prepare the way for the Lord as the Bridegroom and to preach a message of repentance and salvation so that the Bride – the followers of the New Covenant – could be made ready to embrace the Bridegroom. Interestingly, John was never called to be a disciple but to prepare a way, but even he understood that under the New Covenant, we as the Bride are very special to the Lord as Bridegroom.

It is, however, this betrothal and wedding that we so often take for granted because the Lord regards His betrothal unto us as very important – after all, He died on the cross and was raised from the dead so that we may be betrothed unto Him.  In ancient Israel, brides were usually chosen by the father of the bridegroom. He would send His most trusted servant to search for a bride for his son. Similarly, Jesus was sent by the Father in Heaven and He is the One who reveals Himself to us.

John 15:16 Jesus said, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should remain.” Our Lord has reached out to us, first by His sacrifice 2000 years ago, and now every day so that we may know His love and grace and mercy as the Bridegroom who is the head of the Church.

Brides at the time were also purchased. The price was paid to the father of the bride, both to compensate him for the loss of a worker and to show him how much the bridegroom loved and valued the bride. We, as the bride of Messiah, have also been purchased with a price, a very high price, which is the blood of Jesus. His very own blood shed upon a cross on Calvary’s hill was the price He paid for His bride.

1 Peter 1 says, “18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” And also “1 Corinthians 7: 23 You were bought at a price; do not become slaves of men. 24 Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called.” Indeed, by the Blood, He is our Bridegroom. We are His Bride. We are in this world but we are not of this world.

The ancient Jewish marriage ceremony consisted of two main parts, beginning with the betrothal or engagement. The betrothal is much like our engagement today but with a much greater sense of commitment. The second part of the ceremony is the actual wedding feast. However, unlike in modern times, during this period of betrothal and the feast which can be up to a year if not longer, the Bride and the Bridegroom are separated and don’t see each other. The Bride, therefore, waits anxiously for the return of the Bridegroom, and as we will see, this is exactly where the Church finds herself. We have been betrothed to the Lord but still await the wedding feast, thus His arrival once again.

The betrothal was, unlike our times, already part of the wedding, and during the betrothal, the couple is entering into a covenant [agreement]. Covenant in Bible times was serious, final, sealed in blood and legally binding. Once a couple entered into the covenant of betrothal, they were legally married in all aspects except for the physical consummation of the marriage. At the betrothal ceremony, a marriage contract, or Ketubah, was presented to the father of the bride. The Ketubah consisted of all the bridegroom’s promises to his bride.

Just so, we as the Bride have received a Ketubah from our Bridegroom, which is our marriage contract, and which is God’s Word. Our Ketubah shows us all we are entitled to as the Bride of Christ. All, not some, but all the promises in God’s Word are for us. As the Bride of Christ, we are entitled to them — they are part of our Ketubah. And just as the bride cherishes her Ketubah, we need to cherish God’s Covenant with us for it speaks of His good intentions and purposes for our lives.

Jeremiah 31: 31 Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah— 32 not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a husband to them, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

Glory to God, with the betrothal we enter into this covenant spoken about already in the days of Jeremiah when we will be serving our Lord and loving our Bridegroom with a new heart of intimacy and adoration and faith and hope. Indeed, Jesus is our Lord and we as His Bride belong to Him forever. For this reason, it says in “Romans 8 7Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Although a bride was selected for the bridegroom, she still had a choice. In Genesis 24:57-58, Rebekah was asked, concerning Isaac: “Will you go with this man?” She said, “I will go.” She gave her consent, which is her “I do.” God is a gentleman and He never forces anyone to say “I do” to His Son. When we say “I do” to Jesus, we must believe with our heart and confess with our lips. So we have to choose to serve God and to be betrothed unto Him, and this commitment is something we should honour and uphold every day of our lives.

After the term of the Ketubah was accepted, a cup of wine was shared to seal the marriage covenant. The second cup of wine would be shared many months later during the marriage ceremony. The cup that Jesus took at His last Passover on earth was the cup of the new marriage covenant with His bride.

In Luke 22:20, Jesus said, “This cup is the New Covenant in my blood, which is shed for you.” In Matthew 26:29, Jesus said, “I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s Kingdom.” Jesus in Matthew 26 is speaking of the second cup that the Bride of Christ will share with Him one glorious day at the second part of our marriage ceremony. This second cup will only be shared at the great wedding feast.

Every bride enjoys gifts and so our God is also a giver of every good and perfect gift. The Betrothal included the giving of gifts by the bridegroom to his bride. Many times a bridegroom gave a coin or other object of value to his betrothed bride. It would always be something special that would help her remember him while they were apart. This was because the real focus of the gift-giving was to be on the giver and not on the gift. Today’s customs include the engagement ring. This is a symbol of love and commitment. When the bride-to-be looks at her ring, she is reminded of the one who gave her the gift.

God’s Holy Spirit is our spiritual engagement ring. He doesn't call attention to Himself but to the one who purchased us, who is Jesus. “Ephesians 1:13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.”

Through Jesus, we, the Bride, receive many gifts such as forgiveness, eternal life, the fruit of the Spirit, gifts of the Spirit, and many more. What bride would say to her bridegroom who comes bearing gifts that she does not accept them? Yet many of us do this to our Bridegroom. We need to embrace all that the Bridegroom provides for us.

Brides in ancient Israel, as well as brides in Israel today, experience a mikvah prior to their wedding. The word ‘mikvah’ means a pool of living water that was used for ritual purification. This immersion in water is part of the Bride’s physical and spiritual preparation for the wedding ceremony. The mikvah represents a separation from the old life to a new life.

Just so, we as the Bride of Christ also have to experience our mikvah which is being baptised in water and in Spirit while also being cleansed by the Word of God. Our baptism of water and Spirit is indeed our separation from the old life so that we may be betrothed as a new creation unto God. Mark 16 declares, “16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe, will be condemned.” And also Jesus says in “John 6:51: I am the living bread which came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread that I shall give is My flesh, which I shall give for the life of the world.” And also in “Matthew 28: 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. How we need to be set apart unto God so that we may be found ready as the Bride for the Bridegroom!

After this process, as pointed out earlier, the Bride departs from the Bridegroom for an undisclosed time. Once the marriage covenant was sealed, the bridegroom left his bride to go to his father’s house to prepare a wedding chamber. He would be gone for up to twelve months. Our Bridegroom has gone to prepare a wedding chamber for His bride, and just like the bride is unsure of the bridegroom’s return, so we are also uncertain of His coming.

Matthew 9:15 And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.”

John 14:2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

While we wait for the return of our Bridegroom/King, we need to stay faithful, watchful and spiritually alert. This is the hour, which can be our entire life, to pray and fast. 1 Peter 4 says, “7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore, be serious and watchful in your prayers."  And also “Mark 13:32 But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”

The Jewish bride was during this period of waiting as one who was set apart and consecrated unto the one who purchased her. So, while waiting for the Bridegroom’s return, she was to stay faithful. It was probably easy at first. But when his return was delayed, the temptation would be great. After a while, the bride may even start to question his return. 2 Peter 3 says, “knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.”

We are His consecrated bride, awaiting His return. We cannot fall into temptation. We must be ready at all times for the return of our Bridegroom/King. “Ephesians 5: 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself.”

Again, as with the mikvah, we see how Paul points out the need to be sanctified and washed by the word so that we may walk in the Spirit and Truth in preparation for His coming. Indeed, in Jesus, we are saved and consecrated by the Blood, but we need to remain in Him so that He remains in us. We need to consciously and with diligence strive to live holy and pure every day to His glory as our Bridegroom as we wait for His return. The question remains: how will the Lord find us?

1 Thessalonians 5 says, “1 But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, “Peace and safety!” then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.”

Jewish bridegrooms usually came for their brides late at night, near the midnight hour. The sound of the shofar would break the silence of the night and there would be great shouting and dancing in the streets. We must be aware the Bride never knew when the Bridegroom will come knocking. So it was of critical importance that when the bridegroom did arrive, he would find his betrothed ready to come with him. Revelation 3 says, “20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.” Like a thief in the night, our Bridegroom will call us to arise and meet Him. We will hear a shout and the sound of the shofar. It will happen quickly. We must be ready.

Matthew 24:27 says, "For as the lightning comes from the East and flashes to the West, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be." And also “1 Thessalonians 4: 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.”

The parable of the virgins demonstrates how aware and ready we must be as the Bride awaiting our betrothed – the Lord Jesus.  “Matthew 25: 1 Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Now five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they all slumbered and slept.6 “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ 7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 11 “Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 12 But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.”

It is only after the return of the Bridegroom that there is a Marriage Supper. Playing of music and dancing was a regular part of the celebration. Revelation 19 says, “6 And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns! 7 Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready.” 8 And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints. 9 Then he said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb!’” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.”

Just like the ancient Jewish wedding, there will be shouts of joy and dancing (yes, dancing) and how exciting it will be. The Bride will dance for joy with her Bridegroom/King Jesus. For those of us who look forward to the marriage supper of the Lamb, we must go out to the highways and byways and extend an invitation to others to come, even now, and give their hearts to the Lord.

Revelation 22 says, “16 I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.” 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely. 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

How beautiful is this betrothal, but the wedding feast still awaits us when the Lord return. Ah, what joy when we are reunited with Him! Let us then be found ready to receive Him when He knocks so that He may delight in us. How often do we also not forget that Jesus Himself is anxiously awaiting to be united with us again and for us to forever be united with Him in the courts of the New Jerusalem?
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A beautiful marriage
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It is said most relationships aren’t killed by natural causes. They are killed by selfishness, neglect, lack of consideration, lies and secrets. This even applies to our marriage with the Lord.

If we want to build a beautiful relationship with God, then this calls for commitment (sacrifice, fellowship), intimacy, respect, appreciation (loving and fearing God), partnership (covenant ) and acceptance (Jesus is Lord and Saviour). As in any marriage, our marriage with God takes work (from our side for God is perfect as the Bridegroom), commitment, and love, but it also requires respect for who He is as the King of kings and the Lord of lords. As the Bride, we must not neglect the Lord when it comes to fellowship, obedience and being faithful.

The Bible says that it is the little foxes that ruin the vineyard (Song of Solomon 2:15). The context of this verse is the poetic picture of love in marriage composed by Solomon's fiancé as she looks forward to her upcoming wedding with King Solomon. She knows that there are little things, therefore the foxes, which can spoil their relationship. The vineyards after all are “in bloom”. The romance is alive and growing and preparing to bear fruit. But there is a need to round up the “foxes”, therefore, all potential threats to the relationship must be removed. The foxes are “little” because it’s the little things overlooked that often spoil things of value. As the Bride, we must be aware of such foxes in our relationship with the Lord. Maintaining a good relationship takes work, and we must be aware of potential dangers to the relationship and we must remove all threats that spoil our love for the Bridegroom. And such threats include the seduction of the world as we allow fleshly desires and gratifications to pull us away from the Bridegroom.

Selfishness deals with the concerns of the Self, or the ego. 2 Timothy 3 warns us that in the last days, people will be lovers of themselves. A marriage can only work when the concerns, dreams, fears, joys, ambitions, and plans of both parties carry weight and are respected. In our marriage with God, we must be careful of selfishness, where it all becomes about the “I”, therefore, about our needs, wants and desires. Matthew 6 makes it clear that if we as the Bride first seek the Bridegroom and His Kingdom above else, then the Bridegroom will take care of our needs.

Selfishness is a big killer in divine marriage because people tend to be selfish. God is not selfish. He simply says we must be concerned with His truth, will and Kingdom, and then He will protect, provide and sustain the Bride. It is a two-way street. It is a commitment, and yes, God is very faithful to the Covenant with the Bride. We are also called to be committed to the Lord, to this marriage, and we make must every effort to seek the will of the Bridegroom, to love Him above all else and to seek His heart.

A common definition of a successful marriage is commitment, responsibility, and sacrifice. Some people believe that good understanding and unconditional love are the keys to a successful marriage. God as the Bridegroom showed unconditional love towards us by dying on the cross to save us. Without a doubt, God remains committed to His Bride, but we must also be committed to His cause, purpose and plan. God must be our first love above all else. If He is our first love, we shall be open with God – honest and transparent - and we shall sacrifice our lives to love and serve Him.

Communication is the key to a happy marriage. This is also true when it comes to our marriage with God. This calls for fellowship, time for prayer and time of spending quiet time with the Lord. There should be mutual respect in marriage. Without respect, marriage can be toxic and stressful. We need to respect who God is as our Bridegroom. We need to respect His Word, His ways and His truth. With respect comes trust. We need to stand upon God’s Word and trust Him as our Bridegroom.

Psalm 37 says, “4 Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.” Yes, this is a promise! We love to quote this Scripture, but we are reminded to first DELIGHT in the Lord. This means we must seek His face, His will, His presence and His truth. He must be our first love above all else. If we know God, we shall know His will, purposes and plans. If we fellowship with God, our heart shall beat in alignment with God. Psalm 145 says, “19 He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves them.” 

Since God gives the desires to those who delight in Him, let us take a moment to consider in what do we truly delight? There are so many things in this life to delight in – we take joy (which is but the expression of delight) in family, friends, work, building wealth, gathering riches, establishing careers, hobbies, life passions and so much more.  Our delight is where our treasure lie and where our treasure lies that is where our heart dwells. So what we delight in, then that is what we love and adore. David throughout the Psalms expressed his delight in the Lord, thereby expressing his love for the Lord. Is it any wonder then why David was so close to the heart of the Lord and why he was so blessed!

He delighted in the Lord and he delighted in having an intimate relationship based on love. What do we love? Do we delight in this world and the things of this world above God? Is our love torn between having a delicate relationship with the Lord and having relationships with other delights? Delight in Psalm 37 is the Hebrew word oneg, which means "to treat as a delicacy." The only way we can truly delight in the Lord is through having an intimate, delicate and meaningful relationship with the Lord. What the Lord delights in are those who seek Him, who follow Him, who love Him, who cherishes Him and who delights in His ways and truths.  Our Lord is a jealous God for He seeks our full attention and He delights in those who loves Him deeply above all else. David was so in love with the Lord that he even loved the Lord’s commandments to a point of deep adoration!  Yes, we must delight in the Bridegroom, for this is how we build a healthy and strong divine marriage.

If we want a healthy relationship with the Bridegroom, we must be very careful that we do not treat the Lord as an afterthought.  If we look at the definition of an afterthought, it means "a later thought," thus a "reflection after an act," or it can also be something not thought of originally, thus something secondary. The question is, therefore, is God our first thought in all matters? His Kingdom and Will should take top priority, and upon such matters, we must reflect. In the same chapter, the Lord said we must FIRST seek His Kingdom and His righteousness.

In Matthew 6 we are thus urged to first consider God’s Kingdom and God’s Ways (His righteousness) above all else, even above our earthly needs, wants desires, and yes, even our will. If we make God an afterthought, then our needs, our will and our ways take priority above God’s Kingdom. It says in “Philippians 4:8: Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.”  Yes, everything that is good, noble and pure – thus of God – must be our main concern and deserves all our attention and effort.

Yes, the Bridegroom deserves all our love, for He is awesome, wonderful and glorious. David writes in “Psalm 27:4 One thing I have desired of the Lord, that will I seek: That I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in His temple.” What is more glorious than to behold the beauty of the Bridegroom?  1 Chronicles 16:29 says, “Give to the Lord the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come before Him. Oh, worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness!” and also “Revelation 1: 12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest with a golden band. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice as the sound of many waters.”

In Revelations 2, the church in Ephesus was told that they had left their first love. God is and should always be our First Love. The greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart and with all our soul and with all our mind. Thus, we must seek the Lord all the time, and meditate on His Word and He must thus be on our minds from morning to night. All that we do flows from our relationship with God. For God to be our priority means He deserves our time, our energy and our devotion. He must never be secondary in our thoughts, in our decisions, in our conduct or in the ways we walk. He must be our primary source of delight, hope, and joy. He must be the primary reason for our existence, and our primary motivation to shine His light in a dark world. God should never be an afterthought, but simply THE thought first thing in the morning and in the evening.

David wrote the following in “Psalm 63: O God, You are my God; early will I seek You; my soul thirsts for You; my flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land where there is no water. 2 So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, to see Your power and Your glory. 3 Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, my lips shall praise You. 4 Thus I will bless You while I live; I will lift up my hands in Your name. 5 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, and my mouth shall praise You with joyful lips. 6 When I remember You on my bed, I meditate on You in the night watches. 7 Because You have been my help, therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice. 8 My soul follows close behind You; Your right hand upholds me.”

Do we truly thirst for God? Do we meditate upon Him and His Word day and night? Do we long to be in His Presence, abiding and resting? For in His Presence, we find our joy, hope and strength. Yes, let us seek God above all else, for He is worthy of our praises day and night! First love means a love that comes before all others: the greatest love. Greater than our love for ourselves, our family, and our friends. Even when we love and serve and give for others, our love for Jesus has to come before any of that, so that we can love them with a divine love. To love Jesus is to keep His commandments. (John 14:15) That’s why if anything – our own desires, or our relationships with others – would tempt us to break any of His commandments, having a first love will cause us to put Him before all else and choose to do the good. That’s why Jesus uses such a strong word as hate. It’s a hatred for anything that would cause us to sin against Him.

When we have this first love, then we do everything for Jesus’ sake. We don’t do good and choose right out of a sense of duty, and neither do we do it to get honour ourselves. We do it for one reason alone, and that is for Jesus. The first love for Christ drives us to seek to be conformed to His image and learn to act and react as He would. (Romans 8:29) Then the fruit of the Spirit becomes our nature and we learn to love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. (Galatians 5:22-23) Then our actions are a blessing and an example, and we can show people divine love. When Jesus is our first consideration then relationships can flourish because all that we do is free from the persuasion of sin and self-seeking. First our relationship with the Father and the Son, and then too our earthly relationships.

When a person receives Christ as his Saviour, he experiences the delight of “first love” for the Lord. God’s Spirit witnesses with his spirit that he is a child of God (see Romans 8:16), and this newfound relationship brings great joy and freedom. Unfortunately, many Christians fall away from this first love. When a believer does not depend on God to meet his daily needs, his love for God grows cold. One of the ways that we bring glory to God and cultivate our love for Him is by worshipping Him. Take time to ponder God. Consider His acts in creation and the circumstances of your life. Adore Him. Sing praises to Him. Bless His holy name. He must be our first love, and we are called to adore Him all the time. This lays the foundation of a beautiful marriage.
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