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Foreword

	In the timeless journey of faith, there is a path that leads us ever closer to our Saviour. It is a path paved not with mere footsteps but with a profound understanding of Christ as the Son of God. As we embark on this sacred expedition, we invite you to dig into the pages of this study guide, where the profound nature of your relationship with our Savior can truly come alive.

	The Gospel of John is a remarkable book that weaves together the divinity of Christ with our innate humanity. It is a profound testament to the Word made flesh, a story of God's love revealed to us through His Son. Yet, to fully appreciate this divine narrative, we must be willing to journey into the depths of the Scriptures, exploring the profound teachings, miracles, and truths that John has, through inspiration, lovingly preserved for us.

	As you embark on this study, you will find that it is not merely an intellectual pursuit but a spiritual odyssey. The Gospel of John calls us to a deeper, more intimate relationship with our Saviour. It beckons us to understand Christ's identity, mission, and love for us in ways that transform our hearts and minds.

	Through diligent study and contemplation, you will discover the profound nature of Christ as the Son of God. You will encounter the "I Am" statements, each a facet of His divine character. You will witness the miraculous signs that testify to His authority over creation and His power to transform lives. And you will hear His intimate conversations, where He reveals His love, compassion, and purpose.

	This study guide is your compass on this profound journey. It is designed to help you understand the Gospel of John and encounter the living Christ within its pages. With each chapter, each verse, and each reflection, you will draw nearer to the heart of our Saviour, building a relationship that transcends the written words and enters the realm of the divine.

	The Gospel of John is a love letter from God to humanity, and through diligent study, prayer, and reflection, you can read it as such. The profound relationship that awaits you is transformation, grace, and everlasting love. As you embark on this journey, your understanding of Christ as the Son of God may deepen, and your relationship with Him may be forever enriched.

	May this study guide be your companion and guide, and may the profound nature of your relationship with our Savior become a source of joy, peace, and unwavering faith.

	In His love and grace,

	Andrew

	 

	
Introduction to this Study

	Embark on a profound journey of reflection and understanding as we explore the sacred verses of the Gospel of John. This comprehensive study guide for Volume I is designed to illuminate this cherished scripture's timeless wisdom and spiritual insights.

	Part 1: Setting the Stage Our journey begins in Part 1, where we lay the foundation for a deeper exploration of Chapters 1 to 10. Here, we unearth essential background information about this book. Discover the writer's identity, uncover the intended audience, and gain insights into the historical context, including the time and place of the writing. We provide the knowledge needed to fully grasp the book's contents.

	Part 2: Verse-by-Verse Exploration In Part 2, we embark on a comprehensive verse-by-verse study of Chapters 1 to 10. Each verse is a wellspring of spiritual wisdom waiting to be unveiled. We encourage you to immerse yourself in these verses, absorbing their profound teachings and messages.

	Part 3: Knowledge Check Part 3 offers a Knowledge Check, consisting of a diverse range of questions designed to test your comprehension of Chapters 1 to 10. This section invites you to engage with the material, reinforcing your understanding of the scriptures.

	Guidance for Your Journey We recommend using a workbook or journal to record your answers, providing a tangible record of your spiritual exploration. The study includes extensive research questions and additional tasks, encouraging you to dig deeper into the text.

	While access to commentaries can be helpful, it is not essential for answering the questions. The focus here is on your direct engagement with the Bible itself. The verses and, in some cases, accompanying commentary will guide you towards profound and thoughtful responses.

	A Spiritual Odyssey Remember, this is not a race. Take your time to craft meaningful answers, particularly when considering how these scriptures apply to your life. Engaging in a Bible study reflects your recognition of the importance of understanding Scripture and the profound wisdom it imparts. It's a spiritual journey that requires careful investigation of the verses, seeking their intended meaning, and contemplating their relevance to your life. Begin each step with prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to guide you and opening your heart and mind to divine knowledge.

	Relevance to Daily Living This study matters because it holds the potential to profoundly impact your daily life. We explore the Book's theology and extract principles that can be applied within the framework of contemporary living. As you uncover the deeper meanings of these verses, you'll find guidance for navigating the challenges and joys of life.

	Not a Commentary, but a Personal Encounter It's essential to clarify that this study is not a commentary in the traditional sense. While it does provide specific information about each book, it refrains from engaging in textual criticism. Instead, it encourages you to have a personal and intimate encounter with the text, allowing the scripture to speak directly to your heart and soul.

	 

	 



PART 1: Book Information


	 

	
Writer 

	The Gospel of John leaves an intriguing trail of internal evidence pointing to the identity of its author, with strong indications that the Apostle John, one of the Twelve, is the scribe behind its sacred words.

	In verse 24, the author of the Gospel identifies himself as the same individual referred to as the "disciple whom Jesus loved" in verse 21. This beloved disciple, one of the seven mentioned in chapter 21, was present in the upper room during the institution of the Lord's Supper, sitting beside Jesus and catching the attention of Peter (13:23-24). Only the Twelve were present in that upper room, as Mark 14:17 and Luke 22:14 affirmed.

	This disciple, closely associated with Peter and James in the inner circle, holds a distinct position among the apostles. James, another member of this inner circle, met his earthly end in the church's early years (Acts 12:2). The Gospel's author, therefore, likely composed the text after this significant event. The passage explicitly denies Peter as the author (21:20-24), reinforcing that it is John, identified as the "disciple whom Jesus loved," who penned this Gospel.

	The author's claim of witnessing Jesus in His glory, akin to the Transfiguration (1:14; compare with 1:1-4), aligns with John's documented role in that event. This Gospel attributes the authorship to the disciple chosen by Jesus, who, before his divine calling, was a humble fisherman summoned by Jesus to leave his nets and follow Him. The intricate interplay of internal evidence reinforces the apostolic authorship of this Gospel and invites readers to contemplate the profound connection between the author and the divine narrative woven through the New Testament.

	Indeed, the distinct personalities of the Gospel writers are fascinating. In the case of John's Gospel, it stands out in a manner that is both clear and unmistakable. This Gospel, more than others, serves as a canvas where the nuances of the author's character are vividly painted, adding depth and authenticity to the narrative.

	External sources further strengthen the case for Johannine's authorship. Irenaeus, the bishop of Lyons (130-200 A.D.), draws on the teachings of Polycarp, a disciple of John, asserting that John himself penned the Gospel while residing in Ephesus. The testimonies of Theophilus of Antioch, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian of Carthage, and Tatian align with this narrative. In the fourth century, Eusebius explicitly notes that Matthew and John, two of the apostles, are indeed the authors of the Gospels attributed to them.

	However, it is acknowledged that some scholars, despite the weight of this historical and testimonial evidence, choose to cast doubt on Johannine authorship. This scepticism, often rooted in a diminished view of Scripture, remains a perspective a subset of academics holds. While there are critics, the purpose here is not to engage in a detailed rebuttal, as that would extend beyond the intended scope of these remarks. Instead, the focus remains on presenting the rich tapestry of evidence that supports the traditional attribution of John as the author of the Gospel that bears his name.

	 

	 

	 

	
Place & Date of Writing

	Eusebius' historical account sheds light on the significant role of the Apostle John in the early Christian community, particularly in Ephesus, a city established by Paul (Acts 19:1-20). The connection between John and Ephesus is notably mentioned in the book of Revelation (chapters 1:9-11), where John writes during exile on the island of Patmos.

	According to Eusebius, John authored his Gospel while residing in Ephesus. This city held immense importance as a Christian hub during the first century despite being surrounded by a predominantly non-Christian world. With its vibrant Christian activity, this city is the most compelling candidate for the Gospel's composition. However, speculation about Antioch in Syria and Alexandria in Egypt as potential locations has arisen.

	The timing of the Gospel's writing is a subject of scholarly debate. Some propose an early date around 45 A.D., coinciding with the persecution-driven dispersal of Christians from Jerusalem (Acts 8:1-4). However, this suggestion faces challenges. John appears to assume that the Synoptic Gospels are accessible to the general Christian population, implying that his Gospel supplements the Synoptics. This assumption introduces uncertainty, potentially placing the fourth Gospel chronologically behind the Synoptics.

	These intricacies add layers to the historical and chronological considerations surrounding the Gospel of John, prompting scholars to navigate a complex terrain of evidence, assumptions, and scholarly perspectives to unravel the mysteries of its authorship and composition.

	The dating of the Gospel of John has been a subject of thorough investigation and scholarly discourse, with various perspectives contributing to the nuanced understanding of its composition.

	Early church tradition, which attests to the Apostle John's long and fruitful life in the first century, adds weight to the possibility of a later date for the Gospel. Notably, the interpretation of John 21:18–22, suggesting Peter's passing before John, aligns with historical records of Peter's death around the year 67. However, most authorities reject an early date for reasons including these.

	The reference to the country of Israel and Jerusalem in a pre-Roman destruction state (cf. 5:2) has led some traditionalists to propose a date just before the year 70 A.D. Yet, this argument faces scrutiny, as John often employed the present tense in Greek to describe past events. The absence of explicit references to the destruction of Jerusalem in John's Gospel further complicates the debate, with various explanations posited.

	A more widely accepted timeframe places the writing of John's Gospel between 85 and 95 A.D., or close to the year 100. According to an early church story, John authored the Gospel in his old age. Even in its earliest days, the Christian community regarded John's Gospel as the fourth, written after the Synoptics. This perspective aligns with the belief that John sought to complement the existing Gospel accounts by providing additional material from Jesus' ministry.

	The question of John's familiarity with the Synoptic Gospels remains ambiguous. While he does not directly cite them in his Gospel, including supplementary material implies he likely had knowledge of them. The motivation behind this approach seems to be an intentional enrichment of the narrative, highlighting the intricate interplay between the Gospel of John and the Synoptic traditions.

	Pinpointing the exact date of the composition of the Gospel of John remains a challenging task, with a spectrum of opinions among scholars contributing to the complexity of this historical puzzle.

	While the latest date is suggested to be around 100 A.D., more traditional academics lean towards placing its composition in the second century. The presence of allusions to John's Gospel in the Egerton Papyrus, created in the early part of the second century, complicates the idea of a firmly second-century date.

	The diversity of opinions among highly respected academics underscores the difficulty in determining the precise completion date of the Gospel. However, a commonly considered chronological frame falls between 65 and 95 A.D., acknowledging the range of historical and contextual factors. Your preference for a timeframe in the nineties aligns with this general consensus.

	The challenge of establishing a definitive date emphasises the complex nature of biblical scholarship, where interpretations, historical evidence, and contextual clues are carefully weighed and debated to unravel the mysteries surrounding the Gospel of John's composition.

	 

	 

	 

	
Purpose, Special Features & Audience

	The Gospel of John stands apart from the Synoptic Gospels' distinct portrayal of Jesus, presenting a significant challenge for contemporary New Testament scholars. Unlike the Synoptics, which depict Jesus as a historical figure, John places a pronounced emphasis on the divine nature of Jesus throughout his Gospel. Darrell Bock aptly characterises this difference, noting that the Synoptics view Jesus from "earth up." At the same time, John looks at Jesus from "heaven down."

	While the Synoptic Gospels also acknowledge Jesus as God, John uniquely underscores the complete deity of Jesus, a theme that resonates from the Gospel's inception, declaring that the Word became flesh (1:1, 14), to its culmination, with Thomas acknowledging Jesus as both Lord and "God" (20:28).

	The purpose statement articulated by John in verses 30–31 sheds light on why he accentuated Jesus' deity. The primary aim was to convince his audience that Jesus is unequivocally the Christ, the Son of God and that they gain access to eternal life through this belief.

	Central to the Gospel's message is the verb "believe" (from the Greek pisteuo), appearing a noteworthy 98 times throughout the book. Interestingly, there is a conspicuous absence of the noun form "faith" in Greek. This deliberate choice highlights John's emphasis on an active and dynamic confidence in Jesus. The Gospel also introduces crucial terms such as testify, love, abide, the Counsellor (Holy Spirit), light, life, darkness, glorify, the Word, and truth and real. Each term contributes to the profound topics explored in the Gospel, further enriching the reader's understanding of the divine nature of Jesus and the transformative power of belief.

	
Indeed, as with every biblical author, John's unique mission shaped the specific themes and topics he chose to address in his Gospel. Notably, John's narrative diverges from the Synoptic Gospels in its selectivity, focusing on particular aspects of Jesus' life and teachings while omitting others.

	In contrast to the detailed accounts found in the Synoptics, John excludes elements such as the genealogy of Jesus, his birth, baptism, temptations, exorcisms, parables, transfiguration, the institution of the Lord's Supper, his anguish in Gethsemane, and his ascension. Instead, John's narrative zeroes in on Jesus' ministry in Jerusalem, his interactions during Jewish feasts, intimate conversations with individuals, and preparing his disciples for the future.

	John strategically chooses seven miracles or signs, detailed in chapters 2–12, to affirm Jesus as the divine Messiah foretold in the Old Testament. These signs are accompanied by Jesus' explanations in John's discourses. John emphasises seven distinctive "I am" statements made by Jesus (6:35; 8:12; 10:7, 9, 11, 14; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1, 5), affirming his divine identity.

	The uniqueness of John's Gospel becomes evident when considering that around 93 per cent of its content is absent from the Synoptic Gospels. This distinctive character sets John apart, explaining why the other three are collectively termed "Synoptic" while John's Gospel stands alone. Notably, John doesn't include Jesus' parables but offers extended speeches and personal dialogues that provide a rich and unique perspective not covered by the other Gospel writers. This intentional selectivity reinforces the distinctive theological and narrative approach of the Gospel of John.

	The unique discourses in the Gospel of John are concise summaries of profound discussions and expositions on key religious beliefs. Rather than functioning as mere news articles recounting what Jesus said, John's Gospel is dedicated to unravelling the deeper meaning behind Jesus' words.

	While each Gospel possesses distinctive characteristics, the three Synoptic Gospels share substantial similarities. However, John's Gospel diverges significantly from the others, emphasising the divine nature of Jesus. John's relationship with the Synoptic Gospels remains uncertain, and it is challenging to establish whether he used or was even aware of them. While the possibility exists, certainty remains elusive.

	Beyond stylistic differences, the Gospels also diverge in their perspectives on eschatology, the study of the end times. The fundamental belief shared across the Gospels is the acknowledgement that the Jews' rejection of their promised Messiah caused a delay in the establishment of the millennial rule of the Messiah on earth. However, the Synoptic Gospels place a greater emphasis on the prophetic aspects of eschatology. At the same time, John leans more towards highlighting already present or realised components.

	This nuanced interplay of unique discourses, theological emphasis, and perspectives on eschatology distinguishes the Gospel of John as a profound and distinctive contribution to the biblical narrative.

	John's emphasis on the characteristics of the messianic kingdom in the Gospel aligns with the benefits Christians currently enjoy under the New Covenant initiated by Jesus' death. The blessings of this covenant include the Holy Spirit's ministry, abiding within believers and illuminating their hearts and minds. If John wrote later than the other evangelists, his shift in emphasis may reflect a recognition that the earthly kingdom's postponement was evident, leading believers to focus more on their life in the church than anticipation of the future earthly kingdom (cf. chapters 13–17).

	One plausible goal for John could have been to counter docetic-style heresy, a mission reflected in his writings. Docetism claimed that Jesus Christ did not take on true human form, dismissing everything as an illusion. While the explicit emergence of docetic heresy may not have occurred in the first century, foundational ideas contributing to this heresy seem to have existed for some time.

	Heresies often arise from an undue focus on one aspect of the truth rather than constituting an outright lie. The term "docetism" is derived from the Greek phrase "to seem," capturing the essence of the heresy that denied the true embodiment of Jesus Christ. John's Gospel, in part, may serve as a corrective to such misconceptions, emphasising the reality of Jesus' humanity alongside his divine nature and highlighting the transformative benefits available through the New Covenant.

	The proposed dual audience theory for the Fourth Gospel suggests that it was directed towards two distinct groups within the Johannine community, each representing an extreme interpretation of Jesus' nature – one denying his divinity and the other denying his humanity. This balanced Christology aimed to resolve the theological crisis by affirming Jesus' divinity and humanity. However, the effectiveness of this resolution is questioned, as it may not have fully convinced both factions within the community.

	While sharing the intensely Jewish roots of the other Gospels, the Gospel of John stands out for its cosmopolitan and theological outlook. It has a unique capacity to address both the expanding Christian experience and an increasingly diverse Gentile audience. Unlike the Synoptic Gospels, which present Jesus for an audience in the process of evangelisation, John presents him as the Lord for believers grappling with questions about their faith.

	The Gospel of John is likened to a symphony in its structure, characterised by recurrent ideas or themes. This structural approach is also found in the first epistle written by John. The comparison to a symphony suggests a composition with multiple movements connected by subject matter but varying in structure and execution. It begins with a strong theme that undergoes gradual modifications at various intervals, creating the impression of individual variations that ultimately converge and build up to a climax. The intentional design of this fragmentation becomes evident as the piece unfolds, showcasing the intricate and purposeful composition of the Gospel of John.

	
The Gospel of John encompasses key themes such as the signs performed by Jesus, his sonship and messiahship, and the promise of eternal life. Often hailed as both the most straightforward and the most profound of the Christian Gospels, it has withstood the test of time, gaining recognition for its depth, height, and scope of thought.

	While the Gospel of Luke is celebrated for its beauty, the Gospel of John is praised for its impressive and comprehensive depiction of Christ, resonating with the thoughts and feelings of people worldwide. The language used in the Fourth Gospel is compared to a clear spring. Yet, its depths remain unfathomable with our current understanding. As readers engage with its lucidity, they are simultaneously challenged and captivated by its profound insights.

	Some scholars have drawn parallels between the Gospel of John's structure and the Tabernacle's furnishings described in the Old Testament, adding a layer of symbolic richness to its composition.

	Although, at first glance, it may seem that John wrote primarily for Christians, as the author himself was one, there is a nuanced perspective. While some propose that John's declared goal in 20:30-31 indicates a focus on those who do not believe, John likely had a multifaceted purpose. He may have written to persuade non-believers of Jesus' divinity and to instil confidence in Christians, particularly those facing persecution. The Greek text of verse 20:31, using the present tense of the verb "believe," encourages Christian readers to maintain their faith. Another interpretation considers the Greek aorist tense, conveying that pagan readers should believe from the outset. This dual purpose adds layers of meaning and relevance to the Gospel of John, making it a profound and inclusive work that speaks to believers and seekers alike.

	The Gospel of John appears to have dual goals: an evangelistic aim for those who did not believe, offering the promise of eternal life, and an edifying purpose for believers, encouraging them to experience abundant eternal life (10:10). While many scholars assert that John's primary goal was evangelistic, some argue that it also aimed at nurturing the growth of Christians.

	John's meticulous inclusion of details about Jewish locations, customs, and translations of names suggests an audience predominantly considered Gentile, residing outside the Jewish homeland. With Greek-oriented thinking, the prologue hints at an audience familiar with Greek concepts. The inclusion of Greeks expressing a desire to see Jesus (12:20-22) further supports the idea that John wrote with Gentiles, both believers and non-believers, in mind.

	Carson posited that John's mission primarily focused on evangelising Jews and Jewish proselytes. Despite this, the Gospel presents a fresh perspective on Jesus through personal reminiscences and unique episodes, offering a distinct comprehension of Christ. Most of John's readers were likely second-generation Christians familiar with John's paternal attitude.

	The Gospel's applicability is emphasised by the deliberate omission of specific locations of its earliest recipients, indicating its universal message. While the initial readers may have been Romans in the province of Asia, where Ephesus served as the capital and John spent his later years, the broad themes and teachings make the Gospel relevant to diverse audiences, transcending specific locales and cultures.

	 

	 

	
Understanding the Gospel of John

	The Gospel, according to John, presents a unique depth that, in some ways, surpasses the Synoptic Gospels. Many Bible expositors find it challenging to preach and teach. Still, simultaneously, it stands out as one of the most comprehensible Gospels, even for novice readers. This clarity is especially evident in shedding light on aspects that remain veiled in mystery in the Synoptic Gospels.

	John addresses certain unsolved puzzles left by the Synoptic Gospels. Matthew identifies Jesus as the King, but the extent of his authority remains unexplained—John, however, provides insight into this. Mark depicts Jesus as the Servant, but the depth of Jesus' dedication to God is clarified in John. Luke portrays Jesus as the ideal man, yet what sets Jesus apart from humanity is elaborated in John.

	While the Synoptic Gospels may leave questions unanswered, John serves as an unveiling or apocalypse, akin to the Book of Revelation. The Gospel of John is considered the culmination of Christology in the biblical canon, similar to the role of Revelation in the entire canon. It provides a revelation about the person of Jesus Christ more than the other Gospels. The prologue of John (1:1-18) foreshadows this aspect, emphasising its revelatory nature.

	Despite being labelled as an apocalypse in this sense, the Gospel of John does not contain apocalyptic content in the genre's traditional sense—describing catastrophic events at the end of time. Instead, it reveals and unveils profound truths about the person and nature of Jesus Christ, making it a distinctive and enlightening contribution to the biblical narrative.

	The central message of the Gospel of John is encapsulated in the assertion that "God the only Son, who is cradled in his father's arms, has explained who God is; no one else has ever seen God at any time." John emphasises that Jesus, as the divinely conceived Son of God, is the key to understanding God the Father. The gospel's core proclamation is that Jesus made God known to humanity on earth, followed by an emphasis on the revealed truth about God.

	Throughout history, humans have continuously sought to comprehend and represent God with a profound interest in the divine. The gospel implies that ideas about God not rooted in the revelation found in Jesus Christ are not only incorrect but also idolatrous, providing an inaccurate impression of God. Without direct revelation, humans often conceptualise God as an exaggerated version of themselves, projecting human attributes onto a cosmic scale.

	Remarkably, God chose to reveal Himself to humanity in a way that defies expectations, contrary to the tendency to envision a deity as an enlarged human personality. This unconventional revelation occurred through the incarnation of Jesus Christ, where God presented a revelation that defied conventional expectations in limiting Himself to human understanding. The revelations of God, especially through the incarnation, challenge preconceived notions and offer a transformative understanding of the divine that goes beyond human expectations.

	
John's proclamation in his Gospel emphasises Jesus as the divinely begotten Son of the Father, intending that readers perceive both Jesus and God. He invites us to comprehend the emotions of God by examining the tears shed by Jesus, understanding God's compassion through Jesus' actions, and recognising the aspects of God that evoke Jesus' wrath.

	The teachings of Jesus in the Gospel of John unveil crucial insights into God's character, primarily outlined in the prologue. According to the prologue, Jesus reveals the glory of God by disclosing two fundamental aspects of God's character: His grace and truth (1:14). The Gospel condenses Jesus' teachings about God into these two key words.

	Firstly, the Gospel of John portrays God as a merciful and forgiving being, with love at the core of all His merciful actions. The book provides numerous examples illustrating how God's love translates into acts of grace. The seven signals recorded by John serve as specific instances highlighting these characteristics, showcasing the love, mercy, and grace emanating from God.

	John's Gospel invites readers to grasp the profound nature of God through Jesus' teachings, emphasising God's grace, mercy, and love as foundational elements that define His character.

	The Gospel of John unfolds various miraculous events demonstrating God's multifaceted grace and love for humanity. Each miracle signifies a specific aspect of God's care and concern for His creation:

	
		
Water into Wine (Chapter 2): This miracle demonstrates God's concern for the happiness of married couples, revealing His desire for harmonious families.

		
Healing the Official's Child (Chapter 4): The healing of the official's child underscores God's commitment to the well-being of families, emphasising His grace in ensuring the health and wholeness of individuals.

		
Healing of the Paralytic (Chapter 5): God's grace is exemplified through restoring physical health, highlighting His compassionate response to human needs.

		
Feeding the 5,000 (Chapter 6): The abundance of food provided in this miracle showcases God's love in meeting tangible requirements, illustrating His care for the practical needs of people.

		
Jesus Walking on Water (Chapter 6): The miraculous calm brought about by Jesus walking on water demonstrates God's will for humanity to have access to divine peace and reassurance.

		
Healing the Man Born Blind (Chapter 9): The healing of the man born blind signifies God's desire for genuine comprehension, illustrating His grace in providing spiritual insight and understanding.

		
Resuscitation of Lazarus (Chapter 11): This miracle illustrates God's grace in providing new life, showcasing His power over death and His commitment to the well-being of His creation.



	These miracles serve as visible manifestations of God's love, responding graciously to the diverse needs of humanity. The Gospel of John emphasises another crucial aspect of God's character—His truthfulness, intricately tied to His holiness. John utilises the metaphor of light to depict God's holiness, a concept deeply rooted in the Old Testament. The principle of God's holiness governs the universe. It directs the intensity of His love, revealing a God who is both truthful and holy.

	The significant actions performed by Jesus in the Gospel of John serve as tangible expressions of God's love. At the same time, His profound words unveil the truth about God. The seven key "I am" statements made by Jesus in the Gospel each reveal different facets of the truth about God and position Jesus as the mediator of these truths.

	
		
"I am the bread of life" (Chapter 6): This assertion signifies God as the source of true nourishment, emphasising that genuine sustenance comes from God.

		
"I am the light of the world" (Chapter 9): Jesus declares God as the source of genuine illumination, shedding light on the profound truths that guide and enlighten humanity.

		
"I am the door" (Chapter 10): This statement points to God as the origin of authentic safety and protection, highlighting the role of God in providing genuine security.

		
"I am the good shepherd" (Chapter 10): Jesus identifies God as the source of genuine care, portraying the depth of God's concern for His people.

		
"I am the resurrection and the life" (Chapter 11): This assertion underscores God as the source of genuine life, emphasising the divine power over death and the promise of eternal life.

		
"I am the way, the truth, and the life" (Chapter 14): Jesus declares God as the source of genuine authority, presenting the divine path to truth and eternal life.

		
"I am the vine" (Chapter 15): This statement points to God as the source of genuine fruitfulness, emphasising the divine connection that leads to spiritual abundance.



	While these assertions directly highlight Jesus as the mediator of these truths, they also point beyond Jesus to the Father, who is God. They collectively unveil the truth about God, providing a clear revelation to the people of that time.

	
The revelations of God's character in the Gospel of John, building upon the initial introduction in Exodus 3 as "I am," represent a further, more complete, and conclusive unveiling of God's grace and truth. The Law of Moses served as the first revelation of God, but through Jesus Christ, a fuller and more profound understanding of God's nature emerged (1:17). The Gospel of John serves as the platform for expressing these revelations in their most comprehensive form.

	What does it mean that Jesus revealed all this information in this Gospel?

	
		
Warrant for Adoration: The revelation of God through Jesus Christ demands adoration. In the Old Testament, God revealed Himself and dwelled among His people in the tabernacle. With the incarnation of Christ, God not only revealed Himself to humanity but also dwelled among His chosen people (1:14). The Son of God, who has now provided the greatest and most complete revelation of God, becomes the focal point of adoration, much like the tabernacle in the Old Testament. This revelation calls believers to kneel in adoration and awe before the revealed God (see Hebrews 9).

		
Compels to Service: The nature of this revelation compels believers to be of service. While worship was the response to God's revelation under the Mosaic law, the revelation of God in Jesus Christ goes beyond worship. It calls for a life of service to others alongside worship (cf. Isaiah 6:1–8). As individuals study the Gospel of John and learn who God is, the response should not be limited to worship alone but should extend to service. This applies not only to the collective body of the church but also to each individual believer. Thomas' initial confession of praise (20:28) serves as the first step toward fulfilling the mission God had for him (20:21-23). In this context, worship is never an end in itself, and even in heaven, believers are envisioned to continue serving God alongside worship (Revelation 22:3).



	As recipients of the divine revelation in the Gospel of John, our lives should bear significance through embodying the principles of grace and truth. These characteristics shouldn't merely be confined to our worship services; they should also be evident in our service to others. Our words and intentions should be marked by truth and holiness, and our interactions with others should be characterised by graciousness. Failure to exhibit these traits may indicate a lack of complete understanding of the revelation of God that Jesus came to deliver to His followers.

	Balancing a gracious attitude with truthfulness is essential. A careless approach to graciousness may compromise truthfulness, while an excessively rigid commitment to truthfulness may jeopardise graciousness. Jesus serves as a model for finding this delicate balance.

	The Gospel's message is compelling to those within and outside the Christian faith. John composed the Gospel to illuminate individuals in spiritual darkness with the truth about the true identity of Jesus (20:30-31). Unravelling the mystery of God's true nature is intricately tied to understanding who Jesus truly is. Therefore, our worship services should not only display the signs of grace and truth but also convey a specific content: the identity of Jesus. The goal is to prompt serious consideration of who Jesus is. Reading the Gospel of John is the most effective means to achieve this goal. The book's explicit purpose (20:30-31) underscores its potential as a tool for spreading the gospel, leading many individuals to trust in Jesus Christ through its message.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	
Outline

	I. Prologue: The Word Became Flesh (John 1:1-18)

	
		The Word's Preexistence (1:1-5)

		The Word Incarnate (1:6-14)

		The Word's Revelation (1:15-18)



	II. Early Ministry and Miracles (John 1:19 - 4:54)

	
		John the Baptist's Testimony (1:19-34)

		The Calling of the Disciples (1:35-51)

		Turning Water into Wine (2:1-11)

		Cleansing the Temple (2:12-25)

		Nicodemus and Being Born Again (3:1-21)

		John's Last Testimony (3:22-36)

		The Samaritan Woman at the Well (4:1-42)

		Healing the Official's Son (4:43-54)



	III. Signs, Teachings, and Opposition (John 5:1 - 7:52)

	
		Healing at the Pool of Bethesda (5:1-15)

		Jesus' Equality with God (5:16-47)

		Feeding the Five Thousand (6:1-15)

		Walking on Water (6:16-21)

		Bread of Life Discourse (6:22-59)

		Opposition and Unbelief (6:60-71)

		Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles (7:1-13)

		Teaching at the Feast (7:14-44)

		Division and Debate (7:45-52)



	IV. Light, Life, and Opposition (John 8:1 - 10:42)

	
		The Adulterous Woman (8:1-11)

		Jesus as the Light of the World (8:12-30)

		Children of Abraham and the Truth (8:31-59)

		Healing the Man Born Blind (9:1-41)

		Jesus, the Good Shepherd (10:1-21)

		Division Over Jesus' Words (10:22-42)



	V. Beyond the Jordan (John 10:43 - 12:50)

	
		Jesus Withdraws (10:43-42)

		Raising Lazarus from the Dead (11:1-44)

		The Plot to Kill Jesus (11:45-57)

		Mary Anoints Jesus (12:1-11)

		The Triumphal Entry (12:12-19)

		Greeks Seek Jesus (12:20-36)

		The Unbelief of the People (12:37-43)

		Belief and Unbelief (12:44-50)



	VI. The Last Supper and Farewell Discourse (John 13:1 - 17:26)

	
		Washing the Disciples' Feet (13:1-20)

		Jesus Predicts His Betrayal (13:21-30)

		The New Commandment (13:31-38)

		Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life (14:1-14)

		The Promise of the Holy Spirit (14:15-31)

		The Vine and the Branches (15:1-17)

		The World's Hatred (15:18-16:4)

		The Work of the Holy Spirit (16:5-15)

		Sorrow and Joy (16:16-33)

		Jesus' Prayer for His Disciples (17:1-26)



	VII. The Passion and Resurrection (John 18:1 - 21:25)

	
		The Betrayal and Arrest (18:1-11)

		Jesus Before the High Priest (18:12-27)

		Jesus Before Pilate (18:28-40)

		The Crucifixion (19:1-37)

		The Burial (19:38-42)

		The Empty Tomb (20:1-10)

		Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene (20:11-18)

		Jesus Appears to His Disciples (20:19-23)

		Jesus Appears to Thomas (20:24-29)

		The Purpose of John's Gospel (20:30-31)

		Jesus Appears to His Disciples by the Sea (21:1-14)

		Jesus Restores Peter (21:15-25)



	 

	 

	 

	 

	 


Conclusion

	The Gospel of John, with its unique focus on the deity of Christ and His ministry, stands out among the four Gospels. It features seven miraculous "signs" that vividly illustrate Jesus' divine nature and mission, some exclusive to John, such as the remarkable raising of Lazarus from the dead.

	John's Gospel is often hailed as the most theological of the four Gospels, as he digs into the profound reasons behind the events found in the other Gospels. One recurring theme is the anticipation of the ministry of the Holy Spirit after Jesus' ascension. This theme sets John's Gospel apart.

	Throughout John's Gospel, specific words and phrases create a recurring pattern, reinforcing essential theological concepts. These include "believe," "witness," "Comforter," "life – death," "light – darkness," "I am," and "love."

	The Gospel of John uniquely introduces Jesus not from His birth but from "the beginning," emphasising His preexistence before creation. John identifies Jesus as "the Word" (Logos), emphasising His involvement in creation and His later incarnation as the sinless Lamb of God, who takes away the world's sins.

	John's Gospel features several profound spiritual conversations. For example, Jesus' dialogue with the Samaritan woman reveals Him as the Messiah. His meeting with Nicodemus explains salvation through His vicarious death on the cross.

	Throughout the Gospel, Jesus frequently challenges the Jewish leaders by correcting them, healing on the Sabbath, and making claims reserved for God alone, emphasising His divine nature.

	The final nine chapters of John are dedicated to the last week of Jesus' life, where He prepares His disciples for His impending death and their ministry following His resurrection and ascension. He willingly dies on the cross, fulfilling the role of the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep, paying the full price for humanity's sins.

	In John's Gospel, Jesus' deity, particularly His identity as the God of the Old Testament, is clearly portrayed through the seven "I Am" statements. These statements, such as "I am the Bread of life" and "I am the Light of the world," link Jesus unmistakably to Old Testament promises and reveal His divine nature.

	The Gospel of John continues to serve its purpose of evangelising the lost, with John 3:16 being one of the most well-known Bible verses. It offers insights into personal evangelism through the encounters between Jesus, Nicodemus, and the woman at the well. It provides comforting words for times of sorrow, and Jesus' high priestly prayer in Chapter 17 encourages believers.

	John's Gospel presents a powerful apologetic for the deity of Christ. It offers a clear revelation of Jesus as fully God and man, making it a profound and essential text for understanding the nature and mission of Jesus Christ.

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 



PART 2: Verse-By-Verse Study



	

John 1:1-51



	The introductory chapter of each Gospel serves to situate Jesus within the historical context of His earthly ministry. Matthew highlights Jesus' connection to David and Abraham, Mark emphasises His association with John the Baptist, and Luke records Christ's birth prophecies. In contrast, John's introduction uniquely testifies to Jesus as the eternal Son of God. Scholars often refer to the prologue of John's Gospel as a theological prologue due to its emphasis on Jesus' eternal nature and divine identity.

	This prologue introduces key concepts that become foundational throughout the book. Terms such as "life" and "light," "darkness," "witness," "true," "world," "Son," "Father," "glory," and "truth" are carefully woven into the text. Notably, "the Word" (a Christological title in verse 1) and "grace" (used in verse 14) emerge as significant theological concepts uniquely emphasised in the prologue.

	Most crucially, the Prologue succinctly outlines how the eternal "Word," existing with God from the beginning, entered the realm of time, history, and tangibility. It elucidates how the Son of God was sent into the world, becoming the Jesus of history, to reveal God's glory and grace distinctively and perfectly. Subsequent chapters in the Gospel serve to deepen and elaborate on this central idea, making the prologue a key that unlocks the richness of what follows.

	John, in the prologue, underscores the primary focus on the gift of eternal life bestowed by God through the Word (v. 12). This emphasis on salvation through Jesus remains a foundational thread running throughout the entire Gospel, as evident in the concluding statement of purpose in John 20:30-31.

	The Word Became Flesh

	In the initiation of his gospel, John positions Jesus beyond the commencement of His earthly ministry, preceding His miraculous birth through a virgin and even antecedent to the genesis of creation itself. He perceives Jesus as existing in harmony with God the Father, functioning as the Father's instrument in orchestrating the grand work of creation and redemption. This profound perspective underscores the eternal nature and divine agency of Jesus in the cosmic narrative, emphasising His pivotal role in both the genesis of the universe and the salvation of humanity.

	1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

	The Bible portrays various beginnings, and when John references "the beginning," he isn't pinpointing the commencement of something entirely new at a specific moment. Instead, he alludes to the time preceding the initiation of anything that subsequently came into existence. The Bible doesn't endorse the notion of a timeless state before or after the culmination of all things, a concept prevalent in pagan Greek philosophy upheld by figures like Origen, Plato, certain contemporary Eastern faiths, and some uninformed Christians. This idea lacks biblical support.

	Time is the shared metric for God and humanity to understand the sequence of events. Even before the creation of the universe (Genesis 1:1), a series of events unfolded. This period before the universe's creation is sometimes termed eternity past. It represents the "time" or "beginning" to which John alludes. Alternatively, though less probable, John might be referencing the same beginning mentioned by Moses in Genesis 1:1.

	John is articulating a concept of a new beginning, a fresh creation, and he employs language reminiscent of the initial act of creation. He draws parallels with Genesis 1, using terms like 'life' (verse 4), 'light' (verse 4), and 'darkness' (verse 5). While Genesis 1 narrates the original creation, John's Gospel focuses on a subsequent creation. This second creation, akin to the first, doesn't involve an intermediary; instead, it is executed through the agency of the Logos, the purest form of God's Word.

	John introduces a term that clearly denotes a title for God – the Word (Greek: logos; Aramaic: memra), a designation used to represent God in the Targums, Aramaic translations of Old Testament passages. In the subsequent portion of the passage, he equates the Word with God.

	Choosing the title of Word signifies that the Word is not merely God – the initial identification of Jesus as God in John's narrative – but also the expression of God. This title conveys that spoken or written words accurately convey the speaker's or writer's thoughts.

	"Logos" was the Greek word for God's reason or thinking, which the Greeks used to characterise God. Similarly, when Jesus is referred to as "the Word" in verse 14, it signifies that He is not just God but also God's communication with humanity. What God desired for humanity to understand about Himself was conveyed to us through the life and ministry of Jesus, as seen in passages like Hebrews 1:1-2. When John wrote his Gospel, this figurative use of "Logos" was common in Jewish and Greek literary works.

	Among the Hebrews, "the word of God" represented the self-assertion of the divine personality. At the same time, in Greek thought, it symbolised the rational mind that governed the universe. In both contexts, "the word of God" was associated with "the Torah."

	The exact origin of the term "Logos" in the sense used by John—whether from Jewish or Greek (Hellenistic) roots or some other source—has not been definitively established. It is also unclear what specific associations John intended to convey using this term. Readers are left to discern the precise allusions and relevance of the text on their own. John was incorporating allusions to the Old Testament. Still, he was also addressing an audience familiar with Hellenistic (Greek) philosophy, and certain nuances of his use of "Logos" would resonate with them.

	John's use of the term "Logos" is multifaceted, drawing from Jewish and Greek contexts to convey the depth of Jesus as "the Word," representing God's ultimate self-disclosure. This portrayal aligns with the idea of Jesus as God's final revelation, as also seen in Hebrews 1:1- 2.

	In the Old Testament, "Logos" is associated with various concepts, including creation, revelation, deliverance, and wisdom. John weaves these rich meanings into his depiction of Jesus, emphasising His role in creation, His function as the revealer of God, and His embodiment of divine wisdom.

	John carefully presents Jesus as distinct from God the Father regarding personhood within the Trinity, yet fully God. This nuanced understanding reflects one of the Bible's profound assertions about the Trinity. While Jesus shares the same divine nature with the Father and the Holy Spirit, He is distinct within the Godhead.

	The analogies provided, such as the components of an egg, the family unit, and the colours of light through a prism, illustrate the challenge of finding a perfect parallel in the natural world for the doctrine of the Trinity. Each analogy captures certain aspects of the concept, emphasising unity amid diversity within the Godhead.

	The analogy of the molecular formula for hydrogen dioxide, which remains the same whether in the form of water, ice, or steam, serves as a metaphor for the doctrine of the Trinity in Christian theology. The three persons of God—the Father, the Son (Jesus), and the Holy Spirit—are distinct. Yet, they share the same divine essence, akin to how water, ice, and steam share the same chemical composition.

	However, it's important to address the misinterpretation by some, such as the Jehovah's Witnesses, who argue that John 1:1 implies that Jesus is merely "a god," a created being of a lower status. This interpretation is inconsistent with the broader biblical context, as other passages affirm the full divinity of Jesus (e.g., verses 2 and 18, Philippians 2:6, Colossians 1:17, Hebrews 1:3).

	The deliberate omission of the indefinite article in the phrase "The Word was God" is significant. In Greek, when the article is omitted, it draws attention to the nature or quality of the subject. This emphasises that Jesus is not to be considered just "a god" but is, in fact, fully divine. The article's lack underscores the Word's pre-existence before creation and its divine nature.

	John intends this statement to be a foundational lens through which readers interpret his gospel. The claim that Jesus' actions and words are on par with those of God is central to the Gospel of John and underscores its profound theological implications. The rejection of this truth would not only challenge the authenticity of the Gospel but could be viewed as blasphemous in light of its bold assertion about the nature of Jesus.

	In the Gospel of John, the statement in John 1:1 serves as the first of many "asides." These asides are distinct from observable occurrences; instead, they are interpretive comments that provide insight into the underlying meaning of actual events. Each aside plays a specific role, such as setting the scene, defining or elaborating on something, explaining the reasoning behind statements or actions, and shedding light on the rationale for certain events.

	John 1:1, being the inaugural aside, lays a foundational understanding for the readers. It introduces a profound theological concept, emphasising the pre-existence and divine nature of the Word (Jesus) before the observable events unfold in the narrative. This interpretive comment prepares the reader to grasp the significance of subsequent events and teachings within the Gospel.

	As the Gospel progresses, these asides become essential guideposts, helping readers navigate the rich layers of meaning embedded in the narrative. They function as keys to unlock deeper insights and provide a framework for understanding the theological underpinnings of the events and discourse presented in the Gospel of John.

	1:2 The same was in the beginning with God. 

	The assertion that the Word "was there" with God at the beginning of time, as highlighted in John 1:1, accentuates the timeless existence of Jesus in union with God. This declaration reinforces the divine nature of Jesus, emphasising that He didn't have an origin within the confines of the universe and has existed eternally. The wording stresses Jesus' pre-existence and His innate divinity, as He wasn't a being who attained godhood during His earthly life but has been divine from the very inception.

	To further elucidate the profound insight of verse one, verse two parallels the creation narrative found in Genesis 1:1-2. This connection echoes the timeless presence of the Word with God, drawing a thematic link between the beginning of creation and the eternal nature of Jesus. The Gospel of John, through these verses, lays a foundational understanding of Jesus' divine status and His role in the cosmic order, setting the stage for the unfolding narrative.

	1:3 All things were made through him. Without him, was not anything made that has been made. 

	In making explicit a declaration implied by the Old Testament's use of the term "word," John emphasises Jesus as God's representative in the creative process that brought the entire existing universe into being. This aligns with the broader biblical narrative, where Jesus, as the second member of the Trinity, is recognised as the agent responsible for the creation of all things (1 Corinthians 8:6; Colossians 1:16; Hebrews 1:2; Revelation 3:14). The Gospel of John underscores that the Word's action in creation is not independent of the Father but represents a cooperative effort within the Godhead.

	In portraying Jesus as God's representative, John highlights a subordination to the authority of God the Father while simultaneously emphasising the superiority of the Word over all created entities. This conceptual framework positions Jesus as the conduit through which God's creative and redemptive purposes are actualised. The act of creation is seen as the starting point for Jesus' work in revealing God, as every aspect of the created order bears witness to the divine (Psalm 19:1-6; Romans 1:19-20).

	In this verse, John's affirmation and subsequent negation underscore and clarify the hierarchical relationship between Jesus and the created world. By countering a prevalent belief of his time – the idea of a malevolent deity responsible for an evil world – John emphasises the positive nature of Jesus' role in creation and revelation. This theological foundation sets the stage for the unfolding narrative in the Gospel of John.

	1:4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

	John's emphasis on the concept of life is evident throughout his Gospel, with the term appearing 36 times, a frequency unmatched by any other New Testament book except Revelation. This thematic focus underscores the profound significance of life, both in its physical and spiritual dimensions.

	Jesus, portrayed by John as the source of life, is uniquely the giver of life to all He has created. In recognising Jesus as the Creator, John conveys that all living things owe their existence to Him. In John's narrative, light metaphorically represents knowledge, and understanding becomes synonymous with life for humanity. Where life is present, there is light; darkness prevails where life is absent. This interconnectedness is a recurring motif in John's Gospel.

	Further, John illustrates that Jesus is the origin of both physical and spiritual life and light. Various passages in the Gospel highlight Jesus as the source of life, such as in chapters 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 14, 17, and 20. In the spiritual realm, the presence of God, embodied in Jesus, provides revelation and salvation, dispelling the darkness caused by sin and ignorance. Jesus underscores This transformative act by taking on human form, bridging the gap between the divine and the human.

	John's profound exploration of life in both its physical and spiritual dimensions serves as a foundational theme, reinforcing the central role of Jesus as the giver and sustainer of life and light.

	1:5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness hasn’t overcome it. 

	Jesus, the embodiment of God's revelation and salvation, entered humanity's fallen and lost condition. The imagery of light shining in the darkness, presented in the Greek present tense, emphasises the ongoing nature of Jesus' mission. This divine illumination commenced as Jesus matured into a man and began His ministry, paralleling the way the word of God brought light during the Creation process.

	The comparison between the light Jesus brought and the darkness of fallen humanity extends to physical and spiritual realms. Jesus' incarnation ushered in a light that surpassed and overpowered the preexisting darkness, symbolising the triumph of the divine over the forces represented by the darkness. In this context, darkness is emblematic of Satan's kingdom, and the narrative asserts that the darkness could not overcome or absorb the radiant light.

	The term "katelaben," meaning 'to take down,' conveys the image of someone attempting to transcribe dictation but unable to do so. In this analogy, the light shines in the darkness. Still, the darkness cannot absorb it due to its overwhelming brightness. This vivid depiction reinforces the victory of the divine light over the spiritual darkness, underscoring the transformative power of Jesus' revelation and salvation in human brokenness.

	John's philosophical perspective rejects dualism, the notion of two equal and opposing forces in perpetual conflict. Instead, he positions Jesus as superior to the forces of darkness, emphasising that they ultimately fail despite their attempts to conquer Him. This perspective offers hope to humanity, asserting the superiority of the forces of light over darkness in terms of strength. John's anticipation of the unfolding story, particularly the events at Calvary, underscores his belief that even though evil may seem to prevail momentarily, the ultimate triumph lies with the light.

	The imagery employed by John, while using a predetermined vocabulary and set of ideas, remains intricately connected to the Gospel's overarching theme—the struggle between good and evil. This struggle reaches its climax in the incarnation and death of Christ, who, despite dying, was not defeated by death. The anticipation of victory over evil is woven into the fabric of John's narrative, providing a cohesive thread throughout the Gospel.

	John's use of light and darkness imagery serves as a metaphorical framework that extends beyond these introductory verses, finding resonance throughout the Gospel. Light symbolises enlightenment and deliverance, while darkness is metaphorically associated with ignorance and wickedness. These symbols recur throughout the Gospel, reinforcing the spiritual significance of Jesus' mission in bringing light to a darkened world and dispelling ignorance and wickedness.

	1:6 There came a man, sent from God, whose name was John. 

	John the Apostle's introduction of John the Baptist holds significance as John the Baptist played a crucial role as a model evangelist and witness in the narrative of Jesus. Acknowledging John the Baptist's testimony to the Light, which is Jesus, John the Apostle highlights him as a pivotal figure who led people living in darkness to the Light. John the Baptist's role as a forerunner, marking the beginning of Jesus' ministry, justified his mention at the outset of the Gospel.

	Emphasising John the Baptist's status as a messenger sent by God, the author underscores the meaning of John, signifying "God Is Gracious" or "Gift of God." Drawing parallels with Old Testament prophets who bore witness to the light, John the Baptist, as a witness to the light, held a unique position in preparing the way for Christ. While other Gospel writers referred to him as "the Baptist," John the Evangelist likely referred to him simply as John, given that he is the only John specifically named in the Gospel. The Apostle John's humility is evident in his avoidance of direct self-reference, opting for more ambiguous terms to describe himself throughout the Gospel.

	1:7 The same came as a witness, that he might testify about the light, that all might believe through him. 

	John the Apostle underscores the significance of witnesses to the light in his Gospel, and John the Baptist holds a prominent place as the initial witness (see John 4:39; 5:32, 36-37, 39-40; 8:18; 10:25; 12:17; 15:26-27; 18:13-18, 37). Emphasising the legal terminology to stress the credibility of these witnesses, the Gospel portrays John the Baptist as a witness to the revelation God sent and as a witness to the Person who is the Light of the World (8:12).

	The repeated emphasis on John the Baptist's role as a witness highlights the importance of his ministry in bearing testimony to the Light. The Gospel employs a technique of restating key points for emphasis, as seen in the repetition of the term "witness" in this context. This focus on John the Baptist's witness to the Light distinguishes the Gospel of John. Other Gospels (Matthew 3, Mark 1:1-8, and Luke 1:5-24, 57-80) similarly provide background information about John the Baptist in their prologues.

	The primary mission of John the Baptist was to persuade people that Jesus was the Messiah (cf. verses 35–37). This objective aligns with John the Evangelist's purpose in composing the Gospel (20:30-31). Thus, the testimony of John the Baptist plays a crucial role in the discourse presented in the fourth Gospel. The recognition of Jesus as the Light did not immediately dawn on everyone; both Johns were instrumental in affirming His identity.

	Theological discussions about saving faith have traditionally encompassed three components since the Reformation: notitia, assensus, and fiducia. Notitia involves gaining awareness of the conditions, promises, and events constituting divine revelation, focusing on the events surrounding God's self-disclosure in Jesus Christ. Assensus involves showing objective trust in the truth of the claims made. Fiducia requires placing full confidence in Jesus Christ. All three levels of faith centre on acknowledging and consenting to the truth of various particulars, as emphasised in the teachings of the New Testament.

	It's worth noting that while John did not explicitly mention John the Baptist's call to repentance, the terms "repent" or "repentance" do not appear in John's Gospel or Epistles. However, they are used in the Apocalypse.

	1:8 He was not the light but was sent that he might testify about the light. 

	The emphasis on John the Baptist not being the Light could be attributed to the continued influence of his disciples and sects, like the Mandaeans, who claimed a connection to the Baptist tradition. Despite their divergence from Christianity, these sects might have perpetuated misunderstandings about John's role.

	The Mandaeans, practising a form of Mandaism, were known for their hostility towards Christianity. As depicted in the Gospel, John the Baptist's mission was to bear witness to Jesus as the Light, not to be the Light himself. This distinction was crucial in dispelling any confusion surrounding John's role and affirming that the true Light was Jesus.

	The reference to John the Baptist in the prologue highlights his role as a herald, similar to how the Word came to bring light to humanity. God sent John to illuminate specific individuals, aiding them in understanding the identity of the true Light.

	Throughout the Gospel, eight witnesses confirm Jesus' unique position: God the Father, Jesus Himself, Jesus' works, the Scriptures, John the Baptist, those in contact with Jesus, Jesus' disciples (including the Apostle John), and the Holy Spirit. This multi-faceted testimony underscores the significance of Jesus' role and identity.

	Indeed, the Gospel of John presents a powerful array of witnesses affirming Jesus' unique position. These eight sources collectively reinforce the extraordinary nature of Jesus and contribute to the Gospel's overarching message. Here's a brief summary of each witness:

	
		
God the Father (5:37; 8:18): The divine testimony of God the Father serves as the highest authority, affirming Jesus' identity and mission.

		
Jesus Himself (8:14, 18): Jesus, as the central figure, bears witness to His own divinity, mission, and relationship with the Father.

		
Jesus' Works (5:36; 10:25; 14:11; 15:25): The miraculous deeds performed by Jesus serve as a testimony to His divine power and mission.

		
The Scriptures (1:45; 5:39, 46): The Old Testament Scriptures, particularly the prophecies and types, bear witness to Jesus as the anticipated Messiah.

		
John the Baptist (1:7-8): John fulfils his role as a precursor, testifying that Jesus is the Light who has come into the world.

		
Those with Whom Jesus Came into Contact (4:39; 9:25, 38; 12:17): Individuals who directly experienced Jesus' transformative power and grace become witnesses to His unique position.

		
Jesus' Disciples, Including the Apostle John (15:27; 19:35; 21:24): The disciples, including John, bear witness to the life, teachings, and redemptive work of Jesus.

		
The Holy Spirit (15:26; cf. 1 John 5:6): The Holy Spirit testifies to the truth of Jesus, guiding believers into a deeper understanding of His divine nature.



	The cumulative impact of these diverse witnesses provides a robust foundation for the Gospel's proclamation of Jesus as the Light of the world and the Son of God.

	1:9 The true light that enlightens everyone was coming into the world. 

	The prologue of the Gospel of John intricately weaves together the pre-incarnate Word's nature, the precursor to His earthly ministry, and the profound reality of the Word becoming flesh. Let's explore the nuances of the second section (verses 6-8) that identifies the precursor to the Word's ministry on earth.

	In these verses, a spotlight is cast upon the figure of John the Baptist, who emerges as a significant precursor to the Word's earthly ministry. John is portrayed as a witness sent by God to testify to the impending arrival of the Light. His role is to prepare the people's hearts for the profound ministry that the Word incarnate will undertake.

	Two pivotal aspects are underscored with particular emphasis. The first is the breathtaking reality that fully embodying the divine essence, the Word of God willingly assumes human nature. This act of divine condescension, the Incarnation, signifies an unparalleled union of the divine and human within the person of Jesus Christ. The Word, eternally with God, takes on the limitations and experiences of humanity.

	The second remarkable reality is that, despite the divine Light entering the world in the person of Jesus, humanity responds with rejection. The profound irony unfolds as the Light meant to illuminate and bring revelation is met with resistance and indifference. This rejection by humanity, particularly by those who should have recognised and embraced the Light, adds a layer of tragedy to the divine narrative.

	As we contemplate these profound truths, we are confronted with the awe-inspiring mystery of the Incarnation and the sobering response of human hearts to the divine Light. The prologue, with its rich layers of theological depth, invites readers to grapple with the divine realities encapsulated in the person of Jesus Christ.

	In this passage, the profound impact of Jesus as the "true Light" is illuminated, casting its influence on every individual since the incarnation of Jesus Christ. The metaphor of light serves as a symbol of enlightening revelation, exposing humanity's fallen nature and its inherent longing for spiritual fulfilment. The revelation brought by Jesus becomes a penetrating spotlight, revealing the true condition of every person.

	Those who respond positively to this enlightening knowledge, embracing the revelation offered through Jesus, experience salvation. This positive response signifies recognising one's need for redemption and a willingness to walk in the light. On the contrary, those who reject this light, turning away from the truth it exposes, find themselves engulfed in the deepest darkness, destined for the eternal consequences of their choices.

	The concept of the "inner light," favoured by the Quakers, finds support in this verse. They posit that God has implanted a special knowledge or wisdom into the minds of each individual, accessible through meditation. This "inner light" is seen as a unique revelation, aligning with the belief held by some charismatic Christians that God continues to provide fresh revelations in the present day. However, non-charismatic interpreters typically assert that Scripture does not support ongoing revelation but emphasises the importance of understanding and applying the existing revelation. Nevertheless, there is a shared belief that God continues to shed light on the revealed truths for those who seek understanding and guidance.

	In the Gospel of John, the term "true," frequently used by the author, carries a distinctive meaning. Derived from the Greek word "alethinon," it conveys the idea of being the utmost representation of the original object, the actual reality, instead of a mere imitation. John's use of "true" in this context does not solely denote the honesty or truthfulness of Jesus, although He certainly embodies those qualities. Instead, it emphasises that Jesus is not only a genuine revelation from God but is also the ultimate and complete revelation (see John 4:23; 6:32; 15:1; 17:3; Hebrews 1:1-2; Revelation 1:1).

	The term "world" (Greek: kosmos) in John's Gospel has a predominantly negative connotation. It is used in a pejorative sense to depict the earthly realm populated by inhabitants who have rebelled against God and fallen into sin (see, for example, verse 10; 7:7; 14:17, 22, 27, 30; 15:18–19; 16:8, 20, 33; 17:6, 9, 14). In this context, "world" does not refer merely to the physical planet but signifies the fallen state of humanity in rebellion against God, with sin casting its shadow across the entire realm of human existence.

	1:10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, and the world didn’t recognise him. 

	In His incarnation, Jesus entered the world that He had previously created. However, due to the Fall and the impact of sin, the cognitive faculties of people were clouded, preventing them from recognising who He truly was (John 12:37). Even though Jesus is the Light of the World, the majority of people remained spiritually blind, unable to comprehend Him (compare Matthew 13:55 with this verse). Despite this spiritual blindness, the Light continues to shine on everyone, even those who cannot perceive it. Jesus' revelation of God, brought about by His coming, is universally available, extending His light even to those who have never heard of Him.

	John strategically employs the term "world" three times in succession, drawing the audience's attention. The meaning of the term subtly shifts from encompassing the world and everything in it in the first two occurrences to specifically referring to the people in the world who encountered Jesus in the third occurrence. This nuanced shift highlights the varied aspects of the term as it is used thrice in succession.

	In the face of the Word entering the world, apathy emerges as the typical response of people. Despite the profound impact of Jesus' presence, many remain indifferent or unresponsive to the revelation He brings.

	1:11 He came to his own, and those who were his own didn’t receive him. 

	When Jesus, the Creator, visited His creation (Greek: idia, neuter), specifically His own beings whom He had formed (Greek: idioi, masculine), they did not welcome Him; instead, they rejected Him. This adds a deeper layer of severity to the rejection. Jesus made deliberate visits to Jewish communities during His earthly sojourn as a human.

	The term "His own" holds a profound meaning as Jesus brought them into existence and drew them to Himself from among the world's peoples. In a sense, Jesus had fashioned the earth as a house or home. When He came to visit, He found it inhabited by people who refused to recognise Him for who He truly was. In His incarnation, Jesus did not arrive in a foreigner's body; He came to the home that He rightfully owned.

	The tragedy of this situation lies in the fact that people who were uniquely prepared for a divine mission chose not to fulfil that purpose. Despite being created and chosen by Jesus, they rejected Him when He came to visit His creation.

	1:12 But as many as received him, to them he gave the right to become God’s children, to those who believe in his name: 

	Acceptance, in contrast to rejection, stands as the antithesis. Not everyone turned away when Jesus came to earth; some acknowledged Him. To those who received Him, He granted the privilege and authority (Greek: exousian) to become the children of God (Greek: tekna). Believing in Jesus' name is the initial step in receiving Him as Lord and Savior. Hence, belief is tantamount to receiving. His name encapsulates who He is, making it essential for individuals to embrace all the revelations God has provided about Jesus – who He is and His purpose.

	This revelation includes the truth that Jesus served as a substitutionary sacrifice in place of sinners. Believing in Christianity involves placing faith in Jesus rather than relying on one's actions for salvation. It goes beyond mere intellectual acceptance of facts, necessitating a trusting attitude from the individual.

	John discusses belief in his gospel as a connection with Jesus Christ, commencing with a decision to accept rather than reject Jesus' claimed identity. This decision marks the initial step in establishing a relationship with Jesus and, consequently, a renewed connection with God. The Greek word "pisteuo," meaning "believe," coupled with the preposition "eis," meaning "in or into," implies faith in a specific individual. As per John's perspective, the authenticity and adequacy of belief in a given passage are determined by the surrounding circumstances.

	As products of God's creative process, every member of the human race can be considered a child of the Almighty. However, in the biblical context, "children of God" is predominantly used to denote individuals who have become God's spiritual children through their faith in Jesus Christ. The concept of new birth introduces believers into a new family, fostering fresh bonds among them. When John asserts that having faith in Jesus grants the privilege of becoming God's offspring, he addresses this family of believers.

	In the New Testament, followers of Christ are referred to as both children and sons of God. This distinction often signifies Christians as children by birth, referring to the new birth, and defines them as sons by adoption. Throughout his Gospel, John consistently identifies Christians as "children of God" without using the term "offspring of God." According to this Gospel, Jesus is the sole child born to God the Father. The use of "children" highlights a group with shared characteristics (cf. 2 Peter 1:4), while "sons" emphasises rights and privileges.

	Explaining the concept of receiving Jesus Christ as a Savior in Christianity often involves drawing parallels to receiving a gift. When someone presents a valuable gift, the recipient doesn't legally own it until they take possession of it from the giver. The beautifully wrapped package held out by the giver remains useless until the recipient reaches out and accepts it. Similarly, for individuals to benefit from the gracious gift of eternal life God offers, they must actively receive it.

	Importantly, receiving this gift is not considered a meritorious or commendable effort in the context of Christian theology. The Bible does not view it as a work. Instead, it is simply a responsive action to the work of someone else, acknowledging and accepting the gift that God has provided for the salvation of humanity. This analogy helps convey that salvation is a gift freely offered by God, and individuals must respond by accepting it to experience its transformative benefits.

	1:13 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

	In verse 12, the antecedents of the pronoun "who" refer to those who believe in Jesus' name. These individuals, identified as the "antecedents," experience a rebirth as children of God, a gift graciously bestowed by their heavenly Father. This spiritual transformation is not contingent on one's "blood," signifying bodily ancestry or descent. Some Jews erroneously believed that their connection to Abraham automatically made them spiritual offspring of God, a misconception challenged by passages like John 8, Romans 4, and Galatians 3.

	Importantly, the concept of spiritual lineage does not follow the typical pattern of familial relationships. In God's family, there are no "grandkids." Each individual must personally embrace faith in Jesus Christ to be adopted as a child of God, dispelling the notion that salvation is assured solely through the deeds or faith of one's ancestors.

	The verse also underscores that fulfilling physical desires, often described as "the will of the flesh," does not lead to acquiring new life. Regardless of personal efforts or desires, one cannot achieve spiritual rebirth alone. The verse emphasises that conversion to Christianity cannot be imposed by one person upon another; rather, belief in Jesus is the pivotal factor that brings about a transformative new beginning in life.

	In his writings, John uses the term 'flesh' (sarx) with a different nuance than Paul, who often employs it to denote wickedness. In John's context, as seen in 1:14, 'flesh' signifies the humility and embodiment associated with the incarnation of Jesus. It underscores the profound doctrine that, during his earthly manifestation, Jesus assumed a fully human form.

	The text clarifies that the commencement of a new spiritual life is not contingent on human decision, commonly called the "will of man." This goes beyond a husband's decision to have children with his wife. The verse emphasises that individuals cannot simply will themselves into Christianity or make a unilateral decision to be Christian. The crucial spiritual prerequisite for receiving the gift of new life is placing faith and confidence in Jesus Christ. The Greek term used here for "man" is 'Andros,' which can also be translated as "male," and the NIV accurately translates it as "husband."

	This passage underscores that no human endeavours or decisions can impart a new spiritual life; only God has the power to do so. It emphasises that the outcome is determined by God's choice, not a human agency (cf. Ephesians 1:4). Therefore, the essence of our faith should centre on God rather than on our lineage, race, personal efforts, or initiatives. This prologue section serves as a succinct summary of the profound theological implications raised by the incarnation of God in human form, encapsulating the core themes of the Gospel.

	1:14 The Word became flesh and lived among us. We saw his glory, such glory as of the one and only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

	In verse 14, John pivots within the prologue, shifting the focus to provide fresh insights into the Word. This section digs into the Incarnation of the Word, offering a concise and lucid explanation of this profound concept.

	The verse declares that the Word, existing at the same divine level as God before the inception of creation, assumed the form of a flesh-and-blood human being. This concise statement is one of the clearest explanations of the Incarnation in the Bible. Importantly, it asserts that the Word didn't merely give the appearance of humanity but genuinely became a human being (see Philippians 2:5–9).

	Crucially, this transformation did not compromise the Word's complete divinity. The Greek term "egeneto" is often associated with a dramatic change. Still, in Jesus' case, it signifies a unique transformation without diminishing his divine status. Despite taking on literal human flesh, the verse emphasises that Jesus did not adopt a sinful nature. The term "flesh" is employed in its literal sense, denoting material human flesh, and in its primary metaphorical sense, representing human nature. It explicitly states that Jesus, the Son of God, assumed a human nature while remaining untainted by a sinful one. This nuanced understanding helps illuminate the depth and significance of the Incarnation within the theological narrative presented by John.

	The groundbreaking concept that God had taken on human form was met with resistance within the Church, as it presented a startlingly novel and unprecedented idea. The language used by John, particularly the term "became flesh," was likely challenging for some to accept, leading to debates and disagreements.

	John's wording, especially the absence of phrases like "the Word became man" or "the Word took a body," was deliberate. The Gospel writer chose expressions that conveyed his message with utmost clarity. Using "became flesh" was a theological choice, emphasising the tangible reality of Jesus' humanity. This phrase stands out, raising questions and prompting reflection, particularly among those who were open to accepting Jesus as the Christ of God but struggled with the radical idea of his genuine humanity.

	The reference to the Virgin Birth is implied in the Word becoming flesh. The mention of a child's parents using the phrase "becoming flesh" further underscores the extraordinary nature of this event. John's choice of language was intentional, aiming to dispel any misconceptions about the nature of Jesus' humanity.

	Within the context of debates in the early Church, some opponents, likely influenced by docetic views, might have questioned the reality of Jesus' human existence. Docetism held that Jesus only appeared to have a human form, asserting that God could not truly engage with humanity without being tainted. John's deliberate and carefully crafted language challenges such notions, affirming the Word's genuine divinity and humanity.

	In drawing a parallel to human existence, John emphasises the coexistence of two distinct elements—similar to the intertwined yet separate nature of body and soul. The soul and body maintain their individual characteristics without compromising one another. This comparison aims to convey the profound mystery of the Incarnation, where the divine Word and genuine humanity coexist in a way that preserves the distinctiveness of each element.

	The relationship between the soul and the body is complex, with certain attributes unique to each component. Some aspects can only be attributed to the soul, and others exclusively to the body. Some qualities pertain to the whole person but cannot be appropriately assigned to the soul or the body individually. This intricacy underscores the unity of the individual while acknowledging the distinctiveness of the soul and body.

	In conclusion, the interplay between the mind's qualities and the body's attributes suggests a dynamic interaction. The individual, comprising both elements, is a unified entity. The terms convey the concept of one person composed of two united components, emphasising the unity and distinct natures within the human being.

	Turning to Jesus' earthly life, the Gospel of John draws a connection between the Greek term "eskenosen" (dwelt or lived) and the word "skene" (tabernacle). This association implies that similar to God's presence dwelling among the Israelites in the Tabernacle, Jesus temporarily dwelt among them. This symbolic imagery suggests that Jesus represents the fulfilment of the Tabernacle in the wilderness, serving as its ultimate realisation.

	Notably, the Gospel of John relies significantly on the Old Testament, particularly in comparison to the other canonical gospels. The term "eskenosen" echoes the Old Testament concept of God dwelling among His people, as seen in Exodus 25:8-9; 33:7, 11; and 40:34. John portrays Jesus as the culmination of the Tabernacle, emphasising the profound connection between the Old Testament typology and the person of Jesus.

	While John's dependence on the Old Testament is evident, his approach differs from that of other New Testament authors. He employs direct quotes sparingly and doesn't heavily rely on traditional "proof-texts." Instead, John's use of the Old Testament is nuanced and unique, contributing to the distinctive character of his Gospel.

	The juxtaposition between Solomon's belief in the impossibility of God dwelling on earth (as expressed in 1 Kings 8:27) and the profound truth of God accomplishing just that through Jesus Christ highlights the transformative nature of the Incarnation. In linking "the Word" to Jesus for the first and final time, John's Gospel signifies a pivotal moment. Henceforth, John consistently refers to the Word by His historical name, Jesus, establishing a personal connection with God the Father and the Son.

	As the preexistent Son of God, Jesus played a crucial role in the world's creation and executed the will of God the Father. His incarnation allowed him to wield these divine powers during his earthly existence, effectively revealing the nature of the Father. The profound truth in the statement "The Word was God, and the Word became human" surpasses the sum of human and angelic writings in philosophy, grace, truth, beauty, and love.

	John and the other disciples bore witness to Jesus' glory. This glory encompasses the divine qualities inherent in Jesus, akin to a human son inheriting characteristics from a parent, with Jesus' resemblance to God being perfect. The disciples, represented by John using "we," experienced firsthand the splendour of Jesus, embodying the nature and attributes of God. This glory is not a mere external display but a manifestation of the divine essence that Jesus carried throughout his earthly sojourn.

	The term "beheld" in this passage, when used elsewhere in the New Testament, is translated from the Greek word theasthai, which specifically denotes seeing something with one's own eyes (as seen in 1 John 1:1-3). Unlike the accounts of the Transfiguration found in Matthew 17:2-8, Mark 9:2-8, and Luke 9:28-36, John does not provide a distinct narrative of this event. Instead, he considers the entire ministry of Jesus as a transfiguration, emphasising a moral and spiritual light characterised by grace and truth (John 1:17; 1 John 1:18).

	The unique relationship between Jesus and the Father is highlighted by the term monogenes, translated as "only begotten" or "only born." This term, emphasising uniqueness and being the only one of its kind, signifies that Jesus is not a created being brought into existence at a certain point but has eternally existed. The term conveys that Jesus is uniquely cherished, possessing the same unchanging and eternal nature as the Father.

	In this context, "only born" or "only begotten" doesn't refer to the incarnation but rather emphasises the eternal relationship between the Logos (as in 1:18) and the Father, reinforcing the exceptional and eternal nature of Jesus.

	The glory bestowed upon Jesus is not only a result of his inherent relationship with God but is also contingent on his obedience. This obedience is a crucial aspect that contributes to the glory he manifests.

	The glory of God displayed by Jesus is characterised by grace and truth, drawing parallels with the attributes mentioned in Exodus 34:6. In this context, grace signifies graciousness or goodness (Hebrew: hesed). In contrast, truth refers to integrity or truthfulness (Hebrew: 'emet), as seen in verse 17. Both terms have roots in the Hebrew language. The incarnation of God's grace into human history is portrayed as the most profound demonstration of grace and the most effective means of conveying truth to humanity. Jesus embodied grace and truth and brought these divine qualities into tangible existence.

	Despite this, not everyone who encountered Jesus during his ministry comprehended or acknowledged these attributes (verse 10). The understanding and reception of grace and truth are inseparable from knowing God. Jesus served as the revelation of both grace and truth, making them known to humanity.

	While some may doubt the existence of Jesus, historical records from ancient secular historians offer ample evidence supporting the reality of his life as a historical figure.

	1:15 John testified about him. He cried out, saying, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me, for he was before me.’” 

	John the Baptist emerges as a crucial witness in the Gospel of John, alongside others who testified to Jesus' divine identity. Notably, Nathanael, Peter, a healed blind man, Martha, and Thomas are also recognised as witnesses in the Gospel. Including Jesus Himself, this accounts for seven witnesses affirming Jesus as God (John 5:25, 10:36, 1:49, 6:69, 9:35-38, 11:27, 20:28).

	Despite being a little older than Jesus and starting his ministry before Him, John the Baptist acknowledged Jesus as superior to himself unequivocally. This declaration of Jesus' superiority was essential, especially in a cultural context where seniority and lineage played significant roles in determining status. John's recognition of Jesus' preexistence with the Father, affirming His deity, formed the foundation for acknowledging Jesus' superiority. The testimony of John the Baptist, emphasising Jesus' identity, holds profound significance throughout the Gospel of John.

	1:16 From his fullness, we all received grace upon grace. 

	In these statements, the evangelist, likely John himself, expounds on the concept of Jesus embodying the fullness of God, emphasising that Jesus possesses all of God's resources to the same degree found in God. This fullness results in granting grace, unmerited favour, to humanity. In manifesting God's glory, Jesus abundantly displays grace and truth (v. 14).

	The phrase "grace upon grace" (Greek: charin anti charitos) presents various interpretive possibilities. The challenge lies in understanding the Greek preposition anti in this context. Some interpret it as successive blessings being showered upon believers, as if grace follows grace like ocean waves follow one another. Translations like "one blessing after another" (NIV) and "grace to meet every need that arises" convey this idea. While God continues to bestow unending grace on those who have faith in Jesus Christ, the precise intention behind John's use of the phrase remains a subject of interpretation.

	The second interpretation suggests that John may have meant God's grace or divine aid varies based on circumstances. In this view, the Greek preposition anti could signify "instead of," as it often does in other contexts. According to this interpretation, John might be expressing that God's grace through Jesus Christ replaces the favour bestowed through Moses when the Law was given, emphasising Jesus as the embodiment of grace. This interpretation gains support from the apparent continuity of thought in verse 17.

	It's possible that John intended a comprehensive understanding that incorporates all these notions. He might have intended to convey that the grace of God in Jesus Christ surpasses the grace in Moses, and this grace will continue to be provided to Christians in various ways daily. This interpretation considers both John's emphasis on the completeness of God's grace and the contrast presented in verse 17.

	The interpretation that anti means "corresponds to" is less widely accepted. Still, it suggests that the grace bestowed upon us is somehow comparable to the grace given to Jesus by the Father. However, anti rarely carries this meaning alone and is occasionally combined with other nouns. This interpretation does not seem to connect to verse 17.

	A fourth interpretation suggests that anti means "in return for." However, this notion that God bestows grace upon us in exchange for the grace we give Him is not present in the New Testament. Grace is consistently portrayed as something God gives people freely rather than something received in return for human efforts.

	While these various interpretations provide different perspectives on the phrase "grace upon grace," it's essential to acknowledge the complexities of language and the challenges of precisely capturing the intended meaning in translation. Each interpretation contributes to a nuanced understanding of the richness of God's grace communicated through Jesus Christ.

	1:17 For the law was given through Moses. Grace and truth were realised through Jesus Christ. 

	John emphasises the significance of the name "Jesus" as he introduces it for the first time in his Gospel. The name "Jesus Christ" appears 237 times in the Gospel of John, highlighting its central role in conveying the message of God's abundant mercy and truth to the world. Interestingly, the compound name "Jesus Christ" is mentioned only once more in verse 17. In contrast, the name "Christ" alone is used 19 times by John, surpassing other Gospel writers.
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