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My Encounter And Divine Push By The Holy Spirit

	 

	“There is church everywhere but love is not everywhere”- Holy Spirit

	 

	In September 2010, our ministry paid for a facility to start a Satellite church.  The following day - Sunday, I entered into the hall with ecstasy, and uncommon enthusiasm to thank God in my own little way for giving us such an edifice to worship Him. In a moment, while I was still standing, I heard a still and relatively loud voice of the Holy Spirit, in my eardrums, saying, “There is Church everywhere but love is not everywhere”. 

	 

	He repeated this statement until the message was securely transferred from my eardrum, to my mind and finally deposited in my heart. After, this message lingered in my spirit for days. I told my wife about it for record purposes, and also as a way of temporarily dousing the chock I received from such Holy bombshell. 

	 

	Then at a point I became grieved in my spirit. Then I remembered what Jesus told his disciples: “Because I have said these things unto you, sorrow hath filled your heart” (John 16:6). Little did the disciples know that Jesus ascension was for their own good so that the comforter – the Holy Spirit will become their helper on earth. Likewise, I didn’t know that the message I heard from the Holy Spirit was to caution me and the churches of today – I mean Christ followers, to amend our ways by placing love in the right perspective in our Christian walk, so that heaven will be our dwelling place at the end of time.

	



	

Part I

	Purging Yourself in the Faith

	 

	MEDITATING ON THE MESSAGE

	 

	“There is church everywhere but love is not everywhere”- Holy Spirit

	 

	Beloved, after I left that mountain of God, I separated myself for some days to enable me meditate adequately. As I commune with God while journalizing every detail that the Holy Spirit chipped into my spirit, the message God wants me to pass to my generation and that unborn through me – a mortal being, became explicit.  The Holy Spirit spoke to me again, this time through my heart, not my ears as he did in the church facility, that for me to understand the mystery in that message, I should search scriptures and compare the set pattern of the early church to our present day churches. He said when I do this; I will see the difference and reach out through this ‘printed preacher’ to churches, believers and unbelievers alike, to correct this contagious anomaly. 

	 

	Then it dawn on me that God is nothing else than love, having demonstrated this by risking and letting go his own dear son to die for sins, and redeemed us to Him. Does it amaze you when I said God risked His only son? Jesus resurrected by the spirit of God. If he had committed sin during his earthly ministry he wouldn’t have resurrected. That was why he lived cautiously an exemplary prayer life. Again, Holy Spirit reminded me of God’s word in the book of Hebrew:” Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember them that are in bonds, as bound with them; and them which suffer adversity, as being yourselves also in the body (Heb 13:1-3). He told me that angels of God have paid many unscheduled visit to many churches and believers, and ascended to report to God that they’ve both fallen short of His glory. Remember Jesus told Nathaniel that a time is coming when he would see the glory of God, characterized by the ascending and descending of angels. 

	 

	So beloved, the state of the church and believers today is pathetic. There is no congruency between the practice of churches today and the early church. I remembered a while ago, while browsing through the internet, I glanced at a write-up in which the writer said each time Jesus’ name is mentioned in some of our churches during services, if Jesus were physically present, he would have sobbed at each mention of his name. “For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter” (Rom 8:36).

	 

	But God’s word says:

	 

	“Unto the angel of the church… write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks;I know thy works… Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, except thou repent. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God”  (Rev 2:1-7)

	 

	“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven”- Christ (Matt 7:21)

	 

	FRANK TALK; NO SENTIMENT

	Beloved, I believe is time for us to go to the drawing board, and get things straighten up. Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? God forbid! I remembered an incident in my country Nigeria, when a presidential election mandate said to be foremost free and fair was hijacked by what journalists referred to as some junta. A leader of the Yoruba – an ethnic group in western part of Nigeria, was invited by one of the heads of state that were alleged to be operating in illegality. They both held a closed door meeting that lasted for hours. At last, the elder statesman came out of the Nigeria presidential villa and was rudely intercepted and accosted by an angry mob of Journalists. The journalists speaking with one voice asked the elder statesman an embarrassing question. “Sir, why is there such an expression of frown on your face after your meeting with our head of state?” The man was quick to respond without missing words, that, “when two friends, tell themselves the hard truth, that is the resulting look you’re seeing on my face, but when they told each other lies, then the parting would be well made, with deceptive and gullible smile”. 

	 

	While this analogy, you may want to ask? Beloved, this is the moment God has been waiting for – the moment of truth; I mean naked truth without prejudice or compromise. If you are an employee in the secular world, sometimes, you would connive with your boss to market a lie because you want to protect your job, and earn a salary which will never satisfy you. But here, as Jesus Christ was not on salary in the secular world, I an illustrious servant of his is not also, so nothing is constraining me from putting this things down the way the Holy Spirit has asked me to put them down. Do just as in the law court, the evidence that I shall give shall be nothing but the truth. Surely, God will help me.

	 

	TOO MUCH LEAKAGE IN THE CHURCH

	I agree with some school of thought that the exit door of churches must be wide open. However, I see some churches act like punctured balloons whose holes’ sizes increase daily to let go more air, because of the inability of the balloon to retain the air inside it. This is a description of the array of people who daily get hurt in churches, and stop attending church, deciding not to ever go to any edifice called church again. 

	 

	A brief account of Christianity shows that God demonstrated His love toward us by sending His only son to us to die for our sins so that we can be where He is at the end of time (Jn3:16). In obedience, Jesus came to the world, laid down his life for us and commanded us to do likewise. What? That, we in turn should lay down our lives for others and become obedient to God’s command until death (1Jn 3:16). 

	 

	Jesus summarized the two tables of the law God gave to the Israelites through Moses at mount Sinai as a divine call to love God and neighbours. Thank you Holy Spirit! There is no division in love. No segregation or divide and rule. Nothing like you of Paul, I’m of Apollos. Paul speaking to the Romans said, “Let love be without dissimulation. ..be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love (Rom 12:9-10). The shield of Christians is love. I see love as the lamp every Christian need to light his way to heaven. The Psalmist said: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Ps 119:105). 

	 

	Yes, did I mention neighbour a while ago? I tell you over eighty percent of Christians in this generation cannot define the word ‘neighbour’ rightly. They’ve been blindfolded into believing that their neighbours are only those of the same denomination with them. 

	 

	You see, great numbers of Christians are unlearned, they must study to show themselves approved unto God, and rightly dividing the word of truth (2 Tim 2:15). 

	 

	A believer with good understanding of God’s word should have Jesus kind of love – showing love to people who are outcast in the society. I tell you, the light that light your feet is not only intended to prevent you from stumbling, it is also put there by God to prevent you from matching or possibly killing the ants on your path because, they are of much value to God and it took only He to create them. Yes, when many people look around they only see themselves. The light God gave you is for you to see others in need and do what you ought to do for God who you do not see, unto them. Unfortunately, most Christians today, can be conveniently said to hide their lamp under bushel” because they live daily with no iota of love, which does not glorify their maker. 

	SATANIC DRIFTING

	Now, let’s go back to our business in this chapter. Modern Christianity promotes tradition and a form of worldliness rather than Christ. Discrimination by denomination is rampant. People are being deceived that the church building is where the action is, whereas Jesus made us to understand that the action or the real task is going on mission to affect the lives of countless unbelievers who are out there and win them over to him. We are supposed to point Christ to the Unbelievers, not the church building.

	 

	Thank God for being equipped for ministry by your church. Now be informed that you have both primary and corporate ministry. Your primary ministry is that service God want you render to him through your church, after discovering your spiritual gifts, while your corporate ministry has to do with affecting lives outside your church wall. Normally, the latter will be revealed to you as a believer properly when God birth your unique life vision and mission in your heart. A chair does itself no good except it blesses its users – humans. Likewise your life will only count when you help people on their way up. 

	 

	Having been through many churches, I’ve seen that even within a particular denomination or parish, love is a challenge or better to speak, an abstract. Some pulpit messages convey to the congregation that they should see every person close to them, whether denominational member or not, as their prospective enemy. With this kind of mentality, how then can a believer from such denomination be a blessing to people outside his church building, which God sent him to win over for him? 

	 

	CHURCH SERMONS AND SERVICES

	Church sermon is another index to diminishing love in our world today. Sometimes, sermons are carnally framed to reflect fleshy desires of hearers and the preachers rather than sought what God wants to pass through the Holy Spirit to the congregation. Worst still, Holy Spirit infilling service is being exchanged with worldly kind of service, making caricature of the church of Christ. Sermon on love, mercy, biblical justice and faithfulness in time of trials, which are ultimate for making heaven, are rarely preached from the pulpit. Frequently preached sermons are those that have to do with earthly wisdom rather than the wisdom from above.  Many times you hear preachers preach to church congregation saying, “My God is not a poor God” What does such statement lead desperate members who want to be rich to? Some cut corners, render their conscience inactive and begin to sin perpetually because they want to impress. 

	 

	Faith messages are preached with the motive of empowering the hearer to acquire his earthly wants, not even his needs, rather than acquire lasting faith of trusting God for the home awaiting them in heaven. Financial breakthrough is selectively selected without sorting, and preached at will, while true ‘divine prosperity’ which down plays earthly wealth but promote heaven bound characters, such as that demonstrated by Daniel and Joseph by their general conduct, and guaranteed heaven is carefully avoided or twisted to mean financial breakthrough. Please hear me well here; financial breakthrough is terrestrial while divine prosperity is celestial. 
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