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In 2014, I wrote the historical thriller entitled ‘The Ark of the Covenant[1]’. A book that could almost be called an essay and, for this reason, I decided to extrapolate the 'non-fiction' part and integrate it with new insights and information to make it the work you have in your hands.

If you have already read the novel, I would like to point out that in that context the subject, although treated with seriousness and historical rigor, was inserted from a fictional point of view. This does not happen in this text. On the other hand, if you are preparing to read this work and you have no idea of ​​the novel, although it is not essential, I would recommend that you read the thriller at a later time. Deepening the story linked to the Ark of the Covenant from a historical, religious and scientific point of view and then reading a fictional book based on the same topic could be interesting, funny and even curious.

It goes without saying that in this book the information is not in part 'crippled and diverted' by the need to make reading easy and engaging, as happens in an entertainment novel. This essay aims to deal with a complex and in some parts difficult topic in a simple and understandable way, to give the attentive reader the information he seeks in chronological order and, as far as possible, following a logic of historical ‘probability’. I say ‘probability’ because there is little certain information about the Ark, as opposed to a huge number of hypotheses more or less consistent with the documents found so far. It is true that the subject itself is difficult, but no less fascinating.

If you too are passionate about the story of the Ark, as happens to me, who has a veneration for it to the point of making it a subject for research and study, then you are about to read the right book, the one that's right for you. Here, I share years of study and, after sifting through various theories, facts or legends, I have reached a turning point. The topic still deserves a lot of careful scrutiny. I can't claim to know every aspect of the Ark of the Covenant, and I immediately specify that I don't have the truth in my pocket. In reality, no one can claim to have it when discussing an arcane topic, and the Ark is more so than others, but some serious and credible hypotheses lead in the direction we are interested in: the Ark existed and is still kept somewhere in the planet.

A place that, however, is not given to us to know for sure.

However, if you decide to continue reading, get ready to open your mind. It will in fact require considerable flexibility to not take anything for granted or discard any hypothesis a priori, even the most absurd or imaginative one.

The author
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Fantasies and Truth
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The Ark between legend and historical reality
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This sacred object has often been treated as an imaginative element, brought to fame by one of the most beautiful Indiana Jones films. Precisely because of the global success achieved, it has entered the collective imagination as a fantastic artifact like the Holy Grail. The only difference between the two is that the Holy Grail does not exist, it is a medieval invention. There is no documentary evidence that testifies to its existence, nor has anyone ever seen it to describe its peculiarities.

That the Ark of the Covenant existed, however, is demonstrated by the many writings of various peoples and religions. Texts in Aramaic, Coptic, Hebrew, Arabic, Latin, Greek and even in Persian. Documents, from the 9th and 6th centuries BC, are jealously preserved in some English museums while others, drawn up or found from the first centuries after Christ up to the Middle Ages, are secretly kept in the basement of the famous Vatican archive. Impeccable historical documents, from every era, also and above all, from the splendid and extraordinary one that was the Middle Ages at the time of the Knights Templar. The Ark of the Covenant is not a director’s or a writer’s work of fantasy, but an artifact created by the will of God. And if it existed once, it is likely that it still exists today. An object built by divine command cannot vanish into thin air or dissolve like any other earthly artifact. The problem, if anything, is to answer the question that everyone has asked themselves and to which no one, so far, has been able to answer: where is the Ark?

But, before thinking about where it can be found, I asked myself other questions. For example, what is the purpose for its creation? Or why God gave Moses the task of building an object of such devastating destructive power? It, in fact, exterminated entire populations. God is as merciful as a punisher. This has always been known, but the Ark seems more like a weapon of mass destruction than a ‘Testimony’ of peace or union. It is undeniable that today's logic and mentality do not match at all with those of antiquity, which is why I had to strive to understand the visions of time. In five years, I have found many of the answers I was looking for, some more or less verified and others quite bizarre. For this reason, I had to deepen my knowledge of the magical, esoteric, and religious arts. Or venture into the history of Freemasonry, or even address topics such as geometry and sacred music. In addition, one cannot speak and understand the Ark if one does not know the basic foundations of subjects such as chemistry or nuclear physics, quantum physics, and mathematics. The Ark opens up a world that is completely unknown to many. We talk about teleportation, self-levitation, electrical and sonic energy. We speak of electromagnetic fields, vibrations of the Earth, tubular flows, atoms, natural elements and much, really much more. In practice, to know the Ark one must go beyond human understanding, because this particular artifact contains within itself the mystery of Creation. And not only that: it is the testimony of the existence of God. It is no coincidence that the true biblical denomination is ‘Ark of the Testimony’. From these considerations, someone might think of a purely religious fact like so many others, mostly imaginative or legendary, narrated to impress the people, but it is not so. There are documents written not by Christians alone, but by Egyptians, Babylonians and Greeks, by Jewish priests and even Roman and Muslim texts. And they all agree on dates and characteristics, so there is no doubt about its existence. Perhaps, there may be some perplexity about its devastating powers, but there is a logical, coherent and, why not, scientific explanation for everything.

The Ark is the basis of knowledge. The forces of nature are inherent in it. Maybe, but it's just my humble thought that it was used for good and not to feed evil. The reputation it has earned over the centuries is that of a weapon of mass destruction and, in fact, it was. It allowed the Jews to win epic battles, to conquer territories, and to experience periods of splendor, but also to spread death and devastation, creating potential bitter enemies for them. Then, suddenly, it disappeared and the Jewish world experienced slavery, persecution and death which, not even on purpose, have persisted over the centuries. In some religious texts, we read that God would have punished the Jewish people for the grave fault of not having recognized in Jesus Christ the Messiah, in fact the Jews are still awaiting his coming, and of having lost the symbol of the Covenant of His Testimony: the Ark. For this reason, God would have condemned the Jews to ‘persecution until the end of time’. The disappearance of the Ark convinced conquerors of all times to engage in its research: the Babylonians in the fifth century BC, the Templars in the twelfth century AD, Napoleon himself and, again, Adolf Hitler and even Benito Mussolini.

To do what, then?

Clearly to dominate, kill and destroy! And perhaps it is precisely for this reason that the Ark has disappeared. It is no coincidence that some sacred texts indicate that God would have ‘precluded the Ark from the sight of man’ because he made an improper use of it: a use of violence and death.

II
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The legend of the Queen of Sheba
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Everyone knows the mythical story of the Queen of Sheba, King Solomon, and the Ark of the Covenant.

According to the Kebra Nagast[2], King Solomon donated the sacred artifact to the Queen of Sheba and their son Bayna-Lehkem, who later took the name of Menelik I. It was then transported from Israel to Ethiopia, where it would be kept today.

The Kebra Nagast reveals the real name of the Queen of Sheba: Makeda. Her kingdom stretched from the Ethiopian highlands to beyond the Red Sea on the Arabian Peninsula. The capital was the splendid Axum. According to the story, the queen of Sheba learned that Solomon reigned in Israel, considered one of the wisest and most ingenious men at the time, as well as gifted with great intelligence and erudition. So, she decided to go on a long journey to meet him. From him, she hoped to get answers on how to best govern her rich and tormented kingdom. The expedition started around 950 BC. and reached Jerusalem after a few months. The queen did not present herself to the king empty-handed. The legends speak of no less than five tons of pure gold, but also spices, fabrics, and jewels with which, undoubtedly, she had the desired effect, making herself welcome with the highest jubilation of honors never reserved for others before. Her entry into Jerusalem was a triumph, not only because she proved to be rich and generous, but also intelligent, merciful, skillful, brilliant, and, most importantly, beautiful and sensual.

The honors that Solomon reserved for her exceeded her expectations, especially when she realized that the powerful king of Israel had fallen madly in love with her. Makeda, attentive and expert above all in the exercise of diplomatic and political art, did not want to give herself to the king, who received perhaps the first denial of her life. At that point, having been rejected several times, Solomon tried the last desperate card. The evening before the return of the queen and her entourage to Axum, he proposed a pact: she was free to leave, but without the gifts of Israel that he had offered her. On the other hand, if she accepted even one, she would have to lie with him.

Even that umpteenth attempt, somewhat clumsy and not exactly edifying, at least for the dignity that a ruler should always keep in mind, did not produce the desired effect. Makeda was very rich, she had an abundance of gold, so much so that she gave tons of it to Solomon. She didn't even know what to do with ivory and precious stones, so she decided to accept the challenge by renouncing the gifts. She would leave Jerusalem alone with her own things.

But Solomon was not a fool. The evening before he gave a great reception, the food was seasoned with salty and spicy spices, the wine was the finest. The queen of Sheba woke up repeatedly during the night from thirst and drank a lot of water. In the moments preceding the departure, the queen drank an abundant dose of water again. As soon as they passed the gates of Jerusalem, King Solomon ran after her with a group of knights and stopped her on the grounds that she was taking away the water of Israel contained in her belly. The queen realized that she had been deceived, framed by the cunning king, and succumbed to flattery, certainly not unwillingly, given the beauty and physical prowess of Solomon. The same night the powerful king got her pregnant and from their union the little Bayna-Lehkem was born, the one who would become the first Jewish emperor of Ethiopia with the name of Menelik I. Makeda settled for a short time in Jerusalem and lived joyful and of true love with her lover, then she decided to return to Axum. She brought with her little Bayna-Lehkem and the promised gifts from Solomon who gave her a gift more precious than any other. He offered her a powerful weapon that had the strength to prevent any assailant from disturbing her journey and which would guarantee maximum protection for her and her kingdom.

He gave her the mythical Ark of the Covenant.

This, in summary, is the legend contained in the Kebra Nagast. The fact is that in the Bible[3], in the Koran, and in two canonical Gospels[4], the queen of Sheba is never mentioned by name, but simply referred to as a ‘queen of the south’ who met King Solomon, without any mention of their eventual and prolific love affair. Furthermore, it seems that the Kebra Nagast was written between the 4th and 6th centuries AD, but made definitive only in the 12th century AD, and it seems to have been elaborated to give historical legitimacy to the legendary figure of the queen of Sheba, especially since there was no mention of her elsewhere. To tell the truth, before then no Ethiopian historical document had ever mentioned even the Ark, much less it had been read that it was kept in that country. If so, the news would have been of considerable importance. Therefore, why had it not been made known earlier?

One thing is certain: the Ethiopians are convinced that they possess the Ark of the Covenant. They believe that it is not only a precious object, but the tool that could guarantee them a better condition of life in the near future which, however, has not yet arrived. At the time of Moses, the Israelites were certain that they were the chosen people, bound by a divine and indissoluble covenant with God, as reported in the Torah:

“I will establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.” [5]

The Ethiopians consider themselves the current custodians of the Ark, a ‘tangible’ symbol of the covenant with God. They have therefore developed the same conviction, that is, that they have in turn become the ‘chosen people’ by the Most High. This theory may seem bizarre, but it is not entirely wrong. In fact, according to the Ethiopian ecclesiastical setting and, as confirmed by many sacred texts, God's promise to the Israelites, made to Moses, was inextricably linked to the possession of the Ark as a symbol of God's choice to adopt that specific people. 

“Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine!” [6]

In almost all twenty thousand Ethiopian churches there is a copy of the Ark, but this does not mean that they really possess it, at least not the original mosaic one. Even the legend of Menelik, son of the Queen of Sheba and King Solomon, does not stand up to careful historical examination. It is possible that such a person existed, but it is unlikely that he received as a gift something that not even King Solomon could have, since the Ark was the ‘seal’ of the Covenant between God and the people of Israel. Be that as it may, the fact remains that no one could ever give such an object as a gift!

Yet, this is the best-known version of the story in the world, among other things well tolerated by most lovers of the subject. If we talk about the Ark of the Covenant, our thoughts immediately turn to Ethiopia. This theory is not only confirmed by the Ethiopian religious authorities, because it is biased, but also eminent scholars endorse the Ethiopian trail. Like the Scottish writer Graham Hancock, who in 1992 published the book ‘The Mystery of the Holy Grail’ in which he narrated his travels between Ethiopia, Egypt and Israel in search of the Ark of the Covenant and the imaginative Holy Grail. Hancock was convinced that the Ark was in Axum, well hidden in an insignificant church. While recognizing Hancock as an attentive scholar, I believe he has not proved anything concrete, also because his theories were largely based on the Kebra Nagast.

As we will see better later, between the disappearance of the Ark from Jerusalem and the date of writing of the Kebra Nagast there is an interval of more than two thousand years, which is a long time to fill. According to Kebra Nagast, the Ark was transported to Ethiopia in the ninth century BC, therefore at the time when King Solomon reigned in Jerusalem. He had dedicated an imposing and grandiose Temple to it: The Sancta Sanctorum. Yet, the sacred artifact must have remained in Israel at least until the time of the wicked King Manasseh and his son Amun. Both reigned from 697 to 639 BC. There are many papyri, recently found and written at the time, that confirm this. The precious mosaic artifact seems to have definitively disappeared in the middle of Josiah's reign, in 625 BC. approximately, that is, nearly fifty years before the Babylonian destruction of Jerusalem. More than disappeared, the most common hypothesis is that the Ark was hidden by Jeremiah[7] in a cave on Mount Nebo, about fifty kilometers from the Holy City and today in Jordanian territory, to then return to Jerusalem on the occasion of the construction of the second Temple, built by the prefect Zerubbabel in 516 BC, that is about 70 years after the destruction of the first one. The second Temple was also destroyed, this time by the Romans led by Titus in AD 70, but I will speak of this later.

The story of the disappearance has fueled various hypotheses, many of which are fanciful and unlikely. Over the centuries, the legends about the ancient Jewish artifact have multiplied, so much so that many archaeologists, even serious and prepared ones, have filled books after books to explain their more or less abstruse theories. Just think of the Middle Ages, when the Templars desperately searched for the Ark. Some historical documents seem to show that they found it and transported it to France. Or in a, not too distant, past when Hitler set about hunting for what could represent the most important find in the history of humanity. But, the Ark, in the past, seems to have been seen on Mount Horeb, where Moses met God. Yet, others affirm that it was Benito Mussolini, during the fascist occupation in Abyssinia[8], who stole it and then offered it as a gift to the Pope and that therefore today it is kept in the Vatican secret archives.

All beautiful stories, but never proven. The theory offered by Kebra Nagast is the least proven of all. But it is equally true that most oral traditions, handed down for generations, often contain some truths, perhaps modified for convenience or for other reasons by the many passages and interpretative personalisms that sometimes limit the credibility of the story. No wonder then that a large number of scholars have committed themselves, over the centuries, to the search for truth, just as it should not surprise us that great characters in history have addressed this topic that manages to stimulate doubts and questions full of charm and mystery.

Everyone likes imaginative narratives, in which it is pleasant and healthy to find a refuge to dream of past splendors or future explosions of glory and grandeur.

Often, as in the legend of the Queen of Sheba, it is not easy to establish how much truth there is. Often, the most immense myths have been handed down for tens of centuries through the stories of storytellers and then transcribed. This archaic system of transmission provides many opportunities for criticism to historians who easily highlight the inconsistencies and the impossibility that the legend can correspond to the reality of the time in which it was born.

Those who have studied the subject are skeptical of assuming that the Ark, even if it exists, is really in Ethiopia. In fact, it seems impossible that it is currently located in a church (fig. 1) built in 1968 near the basilica of Our Lady Mary of Zion in Axum. This religious site is of little architectural importance, of poor security, and offers no shelter from the desires of the world.

[image: image]

Fig. 1

Even the myth that claims that the real Ark is hidden among the tens of thousands of Arks present in every church in Abyssinia is little convincing. But, as you will read later, everything changes if we look at things with the eyes of history, magical art, alchemy, esotericism, Freemasonry and, why not, science. I did not mention religion because it is almost taken for granted. With this work, I will try to bring order to the many distorted information, trying to extrapolate, from the myriad of documents that deal with the subject, a logical, coherent, and objective answer to each question, without pretending to have the truth in my pocket.

As I have already stated in the introduction, what I cannot answer is where the Ark is with certainty, but if it did exist, it still exists today.
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The Ark in the Holy Scriptures
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On Mount Sinai, kneeling in front of the Burning Bush, Moses listened to the will of God that appeared to him in the form of cold fire and entrusted him with the Sacred Tables: The Commandments. Later, God wanted to give him a new and vital command, from which he could not escape:




« Have them make an ark of acacia wood: two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a cubit and a half high. Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold molding around it. 

Make an atonement cover of pure gold; two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 

And make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. Make one cherub on one end and the second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. The cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are to face each other, looking toward the cover. 

Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the tablets of the covenant law that I will give you.

Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one side and two rings on the other. Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. Insert the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry it. he poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to be removed.

There, above the cover between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the covenant law, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites.[9]»



Moses obeyed without delay. Helped by Bezaleel of Judah, the most skilled of the artisans faithful to him, he built a chest following to the letter the order of his God. They made it two and a half cubits in length, a cubit and a half in height and width[10] and covered it of pure gold, both inside and outside. Then, he covered it with a golden lid, called a propitiatory. Above it, he placed two small statues depicting cherubs, also in gold. On the sides, he inserted four rings so that it could be transported by inserting two poles, so as not to have to touch it. Inside the Ark of the Testimony, the most sacred object of the Jewish religious tradition, Moses placed some of the Manna[11] collected during the crossing of the desert, the flowery rod with which the plagues of Egypt had been unleashed, and the waters separated of the Red Sea, but, above all, the Tables of Commandments. The Ark, thus forged, was very heavy, yet inexplicably managed to self-levitate to facilitate transportation.

The artifact was the tangible sign of the covenant with God.

In the Bible, it is described as flamboyant, capable of causing tumors and wounds, of breaking down mountains and stopping the flow of rivers. The Ark was invested with enormous powers. At particular times, it was cloaked in light and was able to unleash a devastating divine power, annihilating thousands of people, destroying armies and cities. How this happened was not clear, but with the Ark at their head, the Jews defeated dozens of hostile tribes they encountered during their wanderings in Sinai. The thunderbolts of the Ark knocked down the armies of the Hittites and Canaan, of the Jebusites and of the Sea People, and of another ten peoples who lived in the Canaan belt (fig. 2) in the thirteenth century BC.

[image: image]

Fig. 2

To guard the sacred object, it was necessary to apply inflexible rules, so Moses imposed on his people an interminable series of provisions as precise and unquestionable as they were incomprehensible. The sons of Aaron would have taken care of the Ark, who for this reason were called Levites, who would have been able to approach it only after it had been covered by the priests, also called Guardians. According to tradition, during the marches, the Ark was carried at the head of the people hidden under a dolphin skin and a purple cloth. During the stops, during the Exodus in the desert that lasted forty years, a kind of removable temple was placed inside the Tent of the Lord (fig. 3), without ever being exposed to the public except in exceptional cases.
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Fig. 3

No one could approach or touch it. Only Moses was allowed to use it to let God appear seated on the throne on the mercy seat, in the space between the two cherubs.

Anyone who came into contact with It, died struck by the power of God. This fate even befell the sons of Aaron, although they were Levites, or expert guardians of the relic, and the same end occurred to Uzzah, one of the sons of Abinadab. After establishing the capital in Jerusalem, David decided to move the Ark of the Covenant there. During transportation, the cart pulled by oxen on which the Ark was traveling staggered and Uzzà, to prevent the Ark from falling, held it with his hands. In so doing, he arrogated to himself a task reserved for the Levites alone and God punished him with an instant death amid general consternation.

During the pilgrimage of the Jews in the desert, the Ark always remained in the camp, moving with them. After the entry of the Jewish people into the land of Israel, the Tent of the Lord was erected in Shiloh and remained there until the time of Samuel. At that time, the Israelites decided to take the Ark into battle against the Philistines to ensure their victory, but they were defeated, and the Ark was plundered by the enemy. A severe pestilence attributed to its presence broke out among the Philistines. After seven months, the latter decided to return it to the Jews and the epidemic stopped instantly.

The Ark was then transferred to the city of Kiryat Ye'arim and remained there until King David had it brought to the fortress of Jerusalem with the intention of building a Temple to contain it. But God, through the intercession of the prophet Nathan, forbade him to build it, asserting that the Temple would be built for future generations. The Ark found its final location when Solomon, son and successor of David, placed it in the Temple of Jerusalem, which he had built specifically to guard it.

The Temple was called ‘Sancta Sanctorum’.

When the Babylonians, at the beginning of the sixth century BC, conquered Jerusalem, they destroyed the Temple of Solomon and plundered everything from it. However, no trace was left of the infamous Ark of the Covenant.

This, in short, is the story told in the sacred biblical texts. The Ark is one of the most cited objects in the Bible and meticulously described by several entries (Genesis, 50, 26; Exodus 16, 33; Exodus 25, 10-22; Exodus 37, 1-9, Numbers 17, 10; Heb 9 , 4). The Ark is mentioned in other polytheistic documents for a historical period of over nine hundred years, only to disappear at the time of the capture of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar's Babylonians.

If up to this point it can be said with sufficient certainty that the Ark existed in the past, it seems more difficult to accept that it was endowed with supernatural energies and powers. It would have allowed the people of Israel to win many battles, including the famous capture of Jericho, as well as to annihilate or cause cancer in all those who approached it with the intention of opening it, either because they were not authorized or, worse still, because they approached with an impure soul. The Bible abounds with accurate accounts and lists the dead by the thousands.

However, on the one hand, Faith helps and supports us, leading us to believe blindly in the existence of such an artifact, while on the other, science confronts us with a harsh and sad reality. According to the Bible, the Ark was built with acacia wood, one of the softest woods, so much so that it was not used in carpentry. We all know that wooden furniture, when exposed to the air, ages, even faster depending on how warmer the places or countries where they are located are. In other words, the enemy of antique furniture is heat, difficult to find intact after four hundred years. The only ancient wooden artifacts found intact are the Egyptian ones, which have managed to defeat time because they are closed in environments with no light and no air. Other enemies of wood are woodworms and molds, which need oxygen. Now, to think that an artifact in acacia wood, even if inserted inside a gold coating of 6-7 centimeters, can resists not only four hundred, but three thousand and more years, of which some of them were spent inside a tent in the middle of the desert, puts a strain on rationality. Unless the act of faith and the divine nature of the Ark are invoked.

Even the alleged powers of the Ark can give rise to some scientific perplexity, although there are many scholars who support this belief with a technological explanation. Acacia is a wood that emits an acid resin, and an acid inserted between two good conducting metals, and gold is considered a type-1 superconductor. It generates an electric battery. Without prejudice to this explanation, it is reasonable to think that even a low voltage would have created a terrible fright for primitive and superstitious populations. The shock, even a slight one, would have been interpreted as God's wrath and would have been enough to cause a fatal shock to many. For most of the less developed civilizations of yore, the Divine reflected the figure of the Taboo. The name changes from religion to religion, but the concept remains the same: the Taboo is something sacred and, therefore, accessible only to priests or, in some cases, only to the high priest.

Just like for the Ark.

In all the religions that contemplate it, anyone who violates the Taboo incurs in a disaster. Those who have studied the phenomenon have seen how, in some cases, people who have violated the Taboo have suddenly died from fear and horror for the sacrilege committed. Psychological stress can be so severe that it can be fatal. It is therefore reasonable to think that if there was death for those who had the misfortune of touching the Ark, the most probable cause of death was 'fear'. If Moses had to hide precious texts, what more brilliant solution than to keep them in the Ark and declare that those who touched it would lose their life?

The Ark was therefore a powerful symbol, adored and feared. It was idealized and coveted. It can be assumed that all the great leaders of the time craved it, whether they followed the religion professed by Moses or different cults. In any case, no one has ever been able to give a precise explanation to the manifestations of the artifact, least of all regarding the massacres, catastrophes, and deaths it would have caused.
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The Ark in history
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The date of the actual disappearance of the Ark is not certain. Some historical notes would testify to his presence in Jerusalem up to a certain period that must be carefully identified.

Mainly, it is the Book of Exodus[12] that deals with the liberation of the Jews from slavery in Egypt over three thousand years ago. The academic community, that is, those who say if something really happened or if it is just a fantasy for the ‘gullible’ of every age, does not attest to its real historical significance, considering the text a fake created artfully for religious reasons aimed at to impose control on the people. It is also true, however, that even academics make mistakes, as humans, they, too, can make mistakes. And they do it all the time. The holder of absolute truth does not exist and in this essay, I will demonstrate over and over again how much science or history is ‘interpretable’ and constantly evolving. The principle of ‘who seeks finds’ does not work when it comes to verifying the History of Humanity, because only a few followers can access all the information that has always been hidden from us for convenience or to guarantee the management of power to a handful of elected representatives, political, and religious. There is no doubt that the Internet makes it easier for us, but even in this case the information that really ‘matters’ is, in any case, denied us. If on the one hand it is difficult to find the news, on the other you just need to be patient and sift through it everywhere, listening to everyone carefully and then sort it out, discarding hypotheses not confirmed by multiple sources.

The Jewish Exodus, to which the Ark is indissolubly linked, is placed within an unproven history, but, for this reason, not even rejected a priori. The same fate falls to the Patriarch Moses, a character considered legendary by most of the academic community. The fact that no mention of Moses has yet been found in the various Egyptian documents, artifacts or papyri currently known, which would therefore testify to his existence without any doubt, does not mean anything. There are many pharaohs who erased the memory of those who had stained themselves with sins, making their traces disappear from every stele or papyrus so that they would never be remembered. Even the defeats were not documented for obvious propaganda reasons, even more so if they were inflicted by people deemed ‘miserable’ as the Israelites. So, it is logical to think that the name of Moses was removed from all Egyptian texts by the will of the then pharaoh Ramses II who, on that specific occasion, was defeated by the Jewish Patriarch. It should also be borne in mind that the reign of Ramses II, called ‘the Great’, although well documented, has left a large historical void that we still cannot fill today. This derives from the long duration of his reign, so there are many testimonies of that period, but not enough to cover the entire time span of the Pharaoh's life.

There is also a controversial debate among Bible scholars on the identity of the pharaoh whom Moses asked for freedom for his people. In many sacred texts only the title ‘Pharaoh’ appears without specifying its name, but in the Book of Exodus, Ramses II is mentioned by Eusebius of Caesarea. Many refute Eusebius's thesis since, during the life of Ramses II, there is no evidence of the existence of natural disasters attributable to the plagues of Egypt so well described in the sacred texts. In fact, it must be borne in mind that the book of Exodus was developed by the Jews during the exile to Babylon in the fifth century BC, about seven hundred years after the narrated events. Only the Ipuwer papyrus, dating back to the 13th century BC, coinciding with the Jewish event, mentions cataclysms that would have occurred in that period. Many associate them with the plagues of Egypt and the Exodus of the Jews, while others associate them with the explosion of the Santorini volcano, which, however, occurred earlier, that is, around the 17th century BC.

As you can understand, it is not easy to disentangle all these data. For this reason, there is no certain and documented proof of the Exodus of the Jews, but a series of at least reliable coincidences. By most academics, the Book of Exodus is not considered objective historical evidence since it was written many centuries after the narrated facts. This assumes that its authors were not direct witnesses to the story. Furthermore, many of the authors responsible for the writings are not cited, which does not contribute to establishing the seriousness and historical rigor of the same and placing strong doubts on the admissibility of the narrated events. Even the presence of Israelites in Egypt, at the time of the facts, is not fully proven. 
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