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Chapter 1: Introduction


	Welcome to Paris 2024!


	The Paris 2024 Olympic Games are a watershed event in the history of global sports, signifying more than simply a meeting of the world's best athletes. This event is a momentous return to one of the most famous cities in Olympic history, combining tradition, innovation, and cultural celebration. As Paris welcomes the globe, the 2024 Games aim to be a showcase of sports brilliance, global solidarity, and sustainability, establishing new standards for future host cities.


	Significance of the Paris 2024 Olympics.


	The Paris 2024 Olympics are crucial on numerous fronts. To begin, this event commemorates the centenary of Paris' last Olympics in 1924, establishing a symbolic link between the past and the present. Paris, a city rich in art, culture, and history, is also a symbol of modernity and development. Paris hopes to highlight its rich legacy while also proving its commitment to the future, notably via ecological and inclusive methods, when it hosts the Olympics in 2024.


	Furthermore, Paris 2024 is significant in the larger story of the Olympic movement. In an age when the significance and relevance of the Olympics are being redefined, Paris is ready to reinforce the Games' status as a global event that goes beyond sports. The 2024 Games intend to highlight the Olympics' ability to inspire, unify, and promote societal change. This larger vision includes new sports, an emphasis on youth involvement, and initiatives to promote gender equality.


	Furthermore, the Paris 2024 Olympics are notable for their focus on sustainability. With climate change being a significant global concern, these games are intended to be the most sustainable Olympics ever. Paris has pledged to reduce carbon emissions by 50% compared to previous Games, and it intends to employ 95% current or temporary venues to minimize environmental effects. This commitment to sustainability reflects the Paris 2024 organizing committee's larger principles and is consistent with the worldwide movement for environmental responsibility.


	The Olympic Games' Legacy in Paris: Past and Present


	Paris has a strong Olympic history, having hosted the Games twice before: in 1900 and 1924. The 1900 Paris Olympics, held as part of the World's Fair, featured the first female competitors and debuted numerous sports that have since become Olympic mainstays, including archery, equestrian events, and football. However, the World's Fair overshadowed the Games, which lacked the organizational clarity of the current Olympics.


	The 1924 Paris Olympics, held in the Stade Olympique Yves-du-Manoir in Colombes, were a far better structured and famous event. These Games were notable for numerous milestones, including the establishment of the Olympic motto "Citius, Altius, Fortius" (Faster, Higher, Stronger), and they laid the groundwork for the modern Olympics as we know them. The 1924 Games are also recognized for the famous feats of athletes like Harold Abrahams and Eric Liddell, whose tales were adapted into the film Chariots of Fire.


	The legacy of previous Olympics continues to impact the Paris 2024 Games. The organizers were inspired by the 1924 Games, not just for their athletic prowess but also for their emphasis on international fellowship and cultural interchange. The Paris 2024 Games want to build on this history by hosting an event that is both firmly steeped in tradition and forward-thinking in its response to global concerns.


	In the present, the Paris 2024 Olympics are expected to create a legacy that extends beyond the two weeks of action. The Games are projected to have a significant influence on urban growth in Paris, notably in the northeastern region, where most of the infrastructure is being built. The legacy plan also includes measures to encourage sports and physical activity among Parisians, especially in poor regions, to ensure that the Games' advantages are felt across the city.


	Furthermore, the Paris 2024 Games are intended to be inclusive, with an emphasis on accessibility for everyone. The organizers have pledged to make the games accessible to individuals with impairments, both at the venues and across the city. This dedication to diversity is part of the Games' overall legacy, which aims to promote social cohesion and equality.


	Paris as the Host City: History and Preparations


	Paris has a long history of hosting important international events, and the 2024 Olympics demonstrate its lasting attractiveness and competence. The French capital is no stranger to the world stage, having hosted the Olympics twice as well as several other major events, such as the 1998 FIFA World Cup and the yearly Roland-Garros tennis tournament.


	The decision to host the 2024 Olympics in Paris was the result of a collaborative effort between the city and the French government. The proposal was based on the theme of "Sharing the Games," which prioritized inclusion, sustainability, and innovation. Paris' bid was also motivated by the desire to leave a lasting legacy for the city and its residents, with an emphasis on urban growth, environmental sustainability, and social inclusion.


	The preparations for the 2024 Olympics started as soon as Paris was awarded the Games in 2017. The city embarked on an ambitious plan to modernize its infrastructure, construct new athletic venues, and guarantee that all components of the Games met the highest levels of sustainability. One of the most important aspects of the planning was the utilization of existing venues, with renowned monuments like the Eiffel Tower, the Champs-Élysées, and the Grand Palais turned into Olympic locations. This method not only decreased the Games' environmental effect but also showcased Paris's unique cultural history.


	The athlete's village, situated in the Seine-Saint-Denis district, is the focal point of the preparations. Designed with sustainability in mind, the town will be turned into a new urban neighborhood after the Games, including homes, schools, and public spaces for the local population. This change is an important aspect of the legacy strategy, ensuring that the Games' advantages continue long beyond the closing ceremony.


	In addition to physical preparations, Paris has prioritized public engagement in the buildup to the Games. Initiatives such as "Olympic Day" celebrations, instructional initiatives in schools, and community sports events have been created to generate enthusiasm and guarantee that the Games are well received by the local populace. The Paris 2024 organizers have also worked closely with athletes, sports federations, and foreign partners to ensure that the Games are genuinely global in scope, reflecting the Olympic movement's variety and vitality.


	Paris, the 2024 Olympics' host city, provides not just its world-renowned beauty and cultural legacy but also its dedication to innovation, sustainability, and social advancement. The city is ready to host a Games that will be recognized not just for its athletic accomplishments but also for its good influence on Paris, France, and the globe.


	

	 




Chapter 2: Bids and Selection


	The Bidding Process and Paris' Path to Winning the Bid


	Paris' winning bid to host the 2024 Olympics marked the end of a long and determined journey. Following earlier failed bids for the 1992, 2008, and 2012 Olympics, the 2024 campaign was seen as a chance for atonement and to re-establish Paris on the world stage. The path to winning the bid was marked by a combination of strategic preparation, political backing, and a strong focus on sustainability and legacy.


	The bidding process for the 2024 Olympics started in earnest in 2015, when Paris formally declared its candidacy. The Paris 2024 bid group, chaired by Bernard Lapasset and Tony Estanguet, was determined to learn from previous errors and make a convincing argument to the International Olympic Group. The committee emphasized Paris's rich cultural legacy, dedication to sustainability, and vision for games that would have a long-term positive influence on the city and its residents.


	The proposal was based on the concept "Sharing the Games," which stressed inclusion, community participation, and the reuse of existing venues to reduce environmental impact. The Paris bid also drew on the city's worldwide status as a cultural, artistic, and historical hub, framing the 2024 Olympics as a global celebration of these qualities.


	Throughout the bidding process, the Paris 2024 team collaborated extensively with a variety of stakeholders, including the French government, local authorities, sports federations, and the general public. This collaborative strategy guaranteed that the proposal had widespread support from many sections of society, which was critical in showing the IOC that Paris was completely committed to hosting the Games.


	The proposal also received substantial political backing at the highest levels of government. French President Emmanuel Macron, who assumed office in 2017, was a vociferous supporter of the Paris 2024 campaign, making personal pleas to the IOC and attending important events to promote the city's candidacy. This political support helped give the Paris proposal legitimacy and momentum.


	Competing Cities and Final Selection


	Paris' campaign for the 2024 Olympics faced fierce opposition from several world-class cities, each with its own distinct assets and ambitions for the Games. The first list of applicant cities included Rome, Budapest, Hamburg, and Los Angeles, making for a very competitive field.


	Rome, with its rich Olympic past and worldwide renown as a cultural and historical hub, was seen as a viable candidate. However, the Italian capital's candidacy was delayed by worries about the expense of hosting the Games and political unrest. In October 2016, Rome withdrew its proposal, citing financial issues and a lack of popular support.


	Budapest, another applicant, made a strong case for being a smaller, more intimate host city capable of providing athletes and viewers with a one-of-a-kind and personalized experience. However, the Budapest proposal received strong resistance from local voters, prompting a referendum that ended in the city's withdrawal from the competition in February 2017.


	Hamburg, a city recognized for its nautical history and creative urban design, was also a contender. Hamburg's candidacy, like Budapest's, was thwarted by a public referendum in November 2015, in which a majority of voters voted against hosting the Olympics, forcing the city to withdraw from the competition.


	This left Paris and Los Angeles as the only two remaining competitors for the 2024 Olympics. Both cities made excellent bids, with Paris stressing its rich cultural legacy and dedication to sustainability, while Los Angeles highlighted its experience hosting major athletic events as well as its vision for a technologically sophisticated and youth-oriented Games.


	The IOC made a historic decision in July 2017 to award both the 2024 and 2028 Olympics at the same time, with Paris hosting the 2024 Games and Los Angeles hosting the 2028 Games. This result was seen as a win-win for both cities and an acknowledgement of the quality of their proposals. Paris celebrated, as the city had finally gained the privilege to host the Olympics after three previous unsuccessful efforts.
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