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  You want to learn to draw and you think you'll just pick up a pencil and some paper at an art supply store, but you can't make any sense of the dizzying array of types of pencil and types of paper. And with so many brand names, what's a good buy and what's a rip-off? You've been experimenting with drawing and you can't seem to get the results and effects that you thought you would be getting from your materials. You bought all the things the guy at the shop told you were necessary, but you don't know what to do with them.


  


  No fear, help is here.


  


  With How to Draw: Buying Your First Art Supplies and Setting Up it all gets explained and spelled out for you. I've been a beginner myself and I know how confusing it can be when you just want to get on with drawing.


  


  This book will fill you in on charcoal and pencil media, how they are graded and which ones to buy, and lists all the essentials for setting up the ideal workspace. You also get a list explaining all the non-essential but nice little things artists have to make drawing easier and more fun.


  Last, you will get specific recommendation on brands to look for that guarantee quality, and pointers on how to work.


  


  Want more on how to draw? Then take a look at my continually growing website HowToDrawJourney.com, with its free weekly lessons, videos and other material to give your inner artist a treat.


  


  Deborah Mends SAS Atelier Mends – Deborah Mends Art 11 rue Daguerre 75014 Paris


  


  www.HowToDrawJourney.com


  


  Dear Reader,


  


  This e-book is for your personal enjoyment only. Please do not re-sell it or give it away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient. If you suspect this book has been pirated, go to a retailer of your choice and purchase your own copy. That way, you will make it possible for Indie authors to write more books, because we won’t have to worry so much about how to make ends meet.


  


  Thank you for respecting the hard work of this author.
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  Chapter 1: Artist Supplies for Charcoal Drawing and Pencil Drawing


  


  


  The essentials for getting started on drawing - the French way usually includes a glass of red wine somewhere.


  


  In this chapter:


  


  an introduction to charcoal and pencil drawing materials what not to buy the difference between charcoal and pencil


  


  


  


  


  


  Artist supplies, since the earliest drawings over 30,000 years ago, amazingly, haven't really changed all that much since then. It's still about using pigment to make a line, and even pretty much the same pigments: charcoal and graphite bound with materials like clay or gum!


  


  The one thing you should not do is go out and buy one of those oh-so-nice-looking gift sets.


  They often have lesser quality materials in them, and pretty gadgets and tools you simply will never use.


  


  The only time I buy one is when I calculate the cost of buying the set is cheaper than buying the good stuff in them individually. At least in Paris, that only happens when the set has got old and dusty in the back of the shop.


  


  But how to make sense of all the drawing materials on the market, and when you're starting out, what do you buy so you don't waste your money on useless stuff? Shopping for art supplies can get pretty expensive pretty fast.


  No problem. We'll sort you.


  


  First, you need to know that the most common drawing tools break down pretty much into two basic types:
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  Charcoal pencils or sticks:


  


  


  


  Or graphite pencils or sticks:


  


  


  


  Generally speaking, sticks are good for using on their sides to fill in big areas, such as backgrounds. Pencils take care of details, smaller areas, precise lines.
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