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INTRODUCTION

	 

	Born on June 7, 1940, Sir Thomas Jones Woodward, OBE, hailing from Wales, is a distinguished vocalist. His musical journey ignited with a string of chart-topping hits during the 1960s, a legacy that has carried him through a lifelong touring career, including an illustrious run in Las Vegas spanning from 1967 to 2011. His vocal prowess has garnered accolades, with AllMusic labeling his baritone as "full-throated" and "robust".

	Jones's versatile range spans across genres, encompassing pop, R&B, show tunes, country, dance, soul, and gospel. The New York Times acclaimed his ability to metamorphose musically, effortlessly transitioning from soulful rasp to silky pop crooning, all while maintaining a distinctive husky elegance. His impact has been monumental, amassing over 100 million records sold, with an impressive tally of 36 UK Top 40 hits and 19 in the US. Among these, signature tracks include "It's Not Unusual," "What's New Pussycat?," the iconic James Bond film theme "Thunderball" (1965), "Green, Green Grass of Home," "Delilah," "She's a Lady," "Sex Bomb," and his rendition of Prince's "Kiss".

	Venturing occasionally into the realm of acting, he made his debut in the television film Pleasure Cove (1979), taking on the lead role. His charismatic presence extended to the big screen, appearing as himself in Tim Burton's Mars Attacks! (1996). Notably, his hosting of the television series This Is Tom Jones in 1970 earned him a Golden Globe Award nomination for Best Actor in a Television Series—Musical or Comedy. In a surprising turn, 2012 witnessed his foray into dramatic acting with a role in an episode of Playhouse Presents. His award collection includes a Grammy Award for Best New Artist in 1966, an MTV Video Music Award in 1989, and two Brit Awards: Best British Male in 2000 and Outstanding Contribution to Music in 2003. Recognized for his exceptional contributions, he was granted an OBE in 1998 and later knighted by Queen Elizabeth II in 2006 for his indelible impact on music.

	In a vibrant resurgence of his career during the 2010s, he commanded attention as a coach on the esteemed talent show, The Voice UK (2012–2015, 2017–present), captivating new generations with his enduring charisma and musical insight.

	 


Chapter 1

	ROOTS IN THE VALLEYS

	 

	In the heart of the Welsh Valleys, where the rolling hills meet the whispering streams, a voice was born that would reverberate across generations. This was the cradle of a legend, the nascent echo of Sir Thomas Jones Woodward, a name that would one day be etched in the annals of musical history as Tom Jones.

	The Valleys were both a sanctuary and a crucible. Here, in the mining towns of Pontypridd, young Tom's earliest memories were woven with the grit and determination that characterized the lives of the working-class families that surrounded him. Born on the 7th of June, 1940, Tom's humble beginnings were the foundation upon which his extraordinary life would later stand.

	From his earliest years, it was clear that Tom possessed a rare gift—the gift of song. His melodious voice, as though touched by some celestial hand, carried a richness that belied his tender age. It was amidst the clinking of tools in the mines and the lilting laughter of his friends and neighbors that Tom discovered the power of his vocal cords, a power that would soon captivate the world.

	Yet, his path to prominence was not paved with ease. The Valleys, while fostering a sense of community, were also marked by challenges and economic adversity. The looming specter of World War II cast a shadow over his formative years, shaping his perspective on life's transience and the importance of making every moment count. This awareness would permeate his music, infusing it with a poignant resonance that would touch millions.

	Tom's parents, Freda and Thomas Woodward, were pivotal in nurturing his burgeoning talent. With love and unwavering support, they encouraged him to explore his musical inclinations, often accompanying him to the local chapel where his voice soared in harmonious union with the hymns of faith. The chapel became his first stage, a sanctuary where he honed his craft and discovered the visceral connection between music and the soul.

	As the young prodigy honed his gift, he found himself drawn to a spectrum of sounds that mirrored the diversity of life itself. From the soulful cadence of gospel to the raw emotion of rhythm and blues, Tom's musical palette expanded with each passing day. In the Valleys, he was not just absorbing melodies but inhaling stories—stories of triumph, loss, hope, and heartache. These narratives would later weave into the tapestry of his own songs, elevating them beyond mere notes and lyrics.

	The Valleys were more than just a backdrop; they were a source of inspiration. The verdant landscapes and the resilient spirit of its inhabitants became integral to Tom's identity, shaping his worldview and imprinting upon him a sense of authenticity that would be the hallmark of his artistic expression. His journey from the Valleys to the world's grand stages would be a testament to the transformative power of both music and tenacity.

	As young Tom Jones grew, so did his aspirations. His voice, once confined to the chapel walls, began to ripple outward, reaching local talent shows and community gatherings. It was in these modest venues that he began to captivate audiences, igniting an intoxicating energy that would remain with him for decades. The roots in the Valleys, nurtured by the love of his family and the cadence of his surroundings, had borne the first fruits of a prodigious talent.

	But beyond the applause and the burgeoning recognition, Tom remained grounded in the values instilled in him during his formative years. The lessons of the Valleys—of camaraderie, humility, and the pursuit of excellence—would remain his guiding lights as he ventured beyond the Welsh hills to conquer the vast expanses of the musical world.

