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FOREWORD

Jonie Scruggs has been a disciple of Christ and a pastor of the Gospel for many years. I’ve known Jonie since he became engaged to my best friend’s daughter thirty-plus years ago. I’ve had the privilege—though from afar—to see his testimony to the Lord Jesus Christ played out, and it’s been a testimony I’m proud of. More importantly, it is a testimony of faithfulness that must bring a smile to the face of God our Father.


I love the writings of Paul, and especially the book of Ephesians. I believe the church in Ephesus held a special place in the heart of Paul, who spent three years there during his third missionary journey. While he was in prison in Rome, awaiting execution for his testimony and his unwillingness to refrain from preaching the Gospel, the church in Ephesus sent a visitor to Paul to encourage him. In response, Paul sent this letter back to the church, a reciprocal encouragement—from a man who was about to die.


In six short chapters Paul teaches us, in Jonie’s words, “that grace gives us life, but then it carries us, keeps us, and continues to work on us.” In other words, grace—God’s scandalous grace—is the vehicle that moves us from conversion to the finish line, never leaving us to work our way alone on the path, but rather guided by God’s precious Holy Spirit. This journey is not as much about what we do for Christ as it is about what God has done and is doing in us. As Jonie writes, the six chapters of Ephesians are “easily broken down into three and three... First, there is the Gospel story in the first three chapters. Second, there’s the story of how the Gospel story affects my story in the last three chapters.”


I pray that as you travel through the pages of this book, you will, as it says in Ephesians 3:18, “...have the power to understand ... how wide, how long, how high, and how deep” God’s love is for us and for His Church, and the part you and I have to play in it.

 

Sharon K. Souza

Author of: “What We Don’t Know” and “Annie Walker”

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			

	

CHAPTER 1 

			Position Produces Practice

			Our position is not based on our practice. 
Our practice is based on our position, and our position is imputed by God.

			You are invited on a journey with me. During this journey you will discover a life of mystery, empowerment, freedom, discovery, and adventure. Maybe you always imagined a life lived following Jesus was safe and uneventful. Perhaps you thought the Bible was old, outdated, and perhaps even worthless in your day-to-day life. Well, stay with me through these pages and you will discover excitement, relatability, and value for your life as we dive headfirst into a life lived in scandalous grace.

			Second Peter 3:15-16 says, “And remember, our Lord’s patience gives people time to be saved. This is what our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you with the wisdom God gave him—speaking of these things in all his letters. Some of his comments are hard to understand, and those who are ignorant and unstable have twisted his letters to mean something quite different, just as they do with other parts of scripture. And this will result in their destruction.”

			Did you catch the third sentence? “Some of his comments are hard to understand, and those who are ignorant and unstable have twisted his letters to mean something quite different…” Oh, make no mistake, this problem is nothing new! People misquoted and misinterpreted Paul long before the creation of social media. Peter called them “ignorant and unstable.” Wow, Peter, tell us what you really think! I guess there was no politically correct agenda in those days. We still see this happening in both church and mainstream culture today, people twisting scripture and using it to mean something the original writers never meant. Has anyone ever twisted your words into something you never intended? Not cool.

			Peter continues in chapter 3 verses 17-18, “You already know these things, dear friends. So be on guard; then you will not be carried away by the errors of these wicked people and lose your own secure footing. Rather, you must grow in the grace (emphasis mine) and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. All glory to him, both now and forever. Amen.”

			“Grow in the grace.” I emphasize growing in grace because this is key to your life journey. Most of us tend to think grit equals growth. Meaning, if you want to grow, you must have grit. You must grit it out, to live it out. We observe this philosophy across many areas of our lives. If we want to grow a company, we must get in, work it, grind it and grit it. We must work, push, pull, strive, and do whatever it takes. We must use all the correct principles of the business, or it will fail. If we want to grow our pecs, we must get into the gym and grit. We’ve got to grind it, push it and work it! Thus, we have a tendency, in our spiritual walk, to think grit equals growth. But what we see here in 2 Peter is not grit equals growth, but instead Grace = Growth.

			As we walk this journey of spiritual growth together, we should approach this subject with an intense sense of awe. As I write these lines, I understand my ability to communicate this concept is limited. There’s only so much I can say. I can communicate as eloquently as possible, but there is something supernatural about the Spirit of God, the Glory of God and growth by grace. There’s something mysterious about grace. Therefore, God must do something we cannot do. We need Him to do what only He can do. God has to infuse His grace. There’s something God must do today to transform your heart; to unlock your heart; to open your spirit and breathe life into you, as He alone can do. As a matter of fact, God said in the Book of Isaiah, “I will not share my glory with anyone else…” (Isa.42:8, NET). He refuses to share His glory! He refuses to share His brilliance with anybody. Spiritual growth is a very interesting process, right? What does it mean? 

			Second Peter is telling us, spiritual growth is more than a five-step formula. You’re familiar with the fake formula, right? If we practice these five steps: Go to church, read our Bible, pray, tithe and serve, then we will grow in our relationship with God. However, I hope to reveal that spiritual growth is less about us and more about Him. Spiritual growth is God, through His grace, positions us to produce the right practices in us. 

			Grace Equals Growth

			Peter provides a foundational principle when he says, “All glory to him, both now and forever!” (2 Pet. 3:18b). Meaning, our growth and relationship with the Father brings Him glory both now and forever, because our growth comes from Him. We don’t get to piggyback on any of His glory. You may be wondering, “How do I know if I’m growing spiritually?” Perhaps a more suitable question would be, “Do I base my growth on what I do for God? Or do I base my growth on what God does in me?” These are valid questions. Let’s explore them a little deeper.

			Sometimes I receive video infomercials in my email. Perhaps you do too. I don’t know why they send me this junk. Do they really think I will invest my hard-earned money to purchase their product because I watched a video? Wait, I suppose it does work sometimes. In any case, I watched a video introducing someone as a church “announcement specialist.” Yes, you read correctly. The video was trying to sell an idea, sold by an “announcement specialist.” Is this a real thing? Does this require a degree? Did I miss this course in college? Are announcement specialists necessary? Well, as I watched the video, the announcement specialist was standing in front of a congregation. Now, I don’t know if there were people in the building. Maybe it was simply a simulation, you know, a virtual church. But I suppose that is irrelevant. He stood there on the platform and welcomed people: “Hey, welcome to, Announcement Church. We’re so thankful you have taken your precious time out of your important and busy schedule to come here and worship with us.” As I was watching the video I thought, really? Did I understand correctly? Is this what we are supposed to say? We’re so thankful you’ve taken “your precious time” out of “your important and busy schedule” to come here and worship with us. All I could think was, he wants me to thank people for taking their precious time to come and worship the Creator of the universe. The One who spoke the universe into existence and created everything from nothing. The One who formed man with His hands and breathed life into him, making him a living soul. The God who sacrificed His one and only Son to come and die for His children. To forgive our sin and pour His grace on us, bringing us to life. Suddenly I started getting angry! How is it possible I’m being told to thank people for taking their precious time to worship the Designer and Creator of the universe; the One who grants and sustains life? 

			If we are growing in grace, wouldn’t we desire nothing more than to approach His throne? Wouldn’t we fall on our face in holy awe of His greatness? Wouldn’t we set all our trivial pursuits aside for just one glimpse of His glory? The primary thrust of the video was to commend people for taking their precious time to come. I thought, “Wow, where is the glory of God in this?” I mean, I understand people have things to do. But we are designed to come together to worship God, to pour our hearts out to the Creator of the universe, the One who pours His grace on us. 

			As you can ascertain from this example, we often judge our growth based on what we do for Him. “God, I’m taking some of my precious time to go to a building and bless You with my presence. I’m going to bless You with my presence and I’m sacrificing my time to do so.” Do we base our growth on what we do for Him, or do we base our growth on what He is doing in us? 

			When I think of all the good things God has done in me, I can’t wait to worship Him! My time means nothing. My time belongs to Him. I will often say, “God, I worship You because I’m so thankful for all You have done in me. I don’t deserve it, yet You pour Your grace on me anyway.” Oh, come on, reader. When you think of all God has done in you, what is your time worth? He is worth everything. He is worthy of all praise. To be able to set aside an hour is minimal in the scope of all He has done in me; my heart yearns for Him. I don’t feel I’m giving up anything. My heart yearns for His presence. I am in deep awe of my Creator. I long to worship Him. I am overwhelmed by His person. I don’t worship because I owe a debt to God. I worship because I am overwhelmed with His glory, with His grace and with His presence. When I think of all He has done, not only for me but in me. 

			It’s easy to thank God for what He has done for you. He gave you a house to live in. Perhaps you have a good job. You may not like your job, but it pays most of the bills. He’s given you a respectable husband, maybe he sits on the couch a little bit too much, but he’s still a good husband. He’s given you a good wife. Maybe she—wait, I’ll leave that alone. See what I mean, it’s easy for us to thank Him for everything He’s done for us. Oh, but when we think of all He has done in us, the softening of our hearts and the suppleness of our spirits, the spiritual life given by Him, all the other superficial stuff can pass by the wayside; all we need is what He has done and is doing in us.

			Spoiler alert… Your position is not based on your practice. Your practice is based on your position, and your position is imputed by God. This ought to make you jump up and leap over a chair. Let me break it down. Colossians 2:9-10 says, “For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. So, you also are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority.” That little word “So” links the thought that is to come, back to the previous phrase, “For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. So (or therefore) you also are complete through your union with Christ.” You’re perfect. Just like that. “You are complete through your union with Christ, who is the head over every ruler and authority.” You are complete.

			Our Position

			We are complete in our position with Christ. We are perfect in Him. We are complete because our position is imputed—or given—to us. However, our practice is progressive. I’ll say it another way: our position is immediate, but our practice is a process. In other words, you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. Unfortunately, you don’t always practice this perfectly. This is what Peter is communicating: you’re not perfect because your practice is perfect; you’re perfect because your position is perfect. It is by the grace of God you are in position. You are complete. You are perfect, lacking nothing. You have everything you need in Christ.

			Do you see it? Our position is perfect, but our practice is imperfect. We are acutely aware of this, right? You’re not complete because your practice is, you are complete because your position is. That’s something to thank God for, because you’re not the one who put yourself in position. You’re not the one who decided yourself into a right position with God. You’re not in a right position with God because you raised your hand, walked down an aisle or repeated some superstitious prayer. God was the One who placed you in the position of righteousness in Christ. It’s a perfect position. Yet I know we say stuff like, “Well, I don’t feel complete. I don’t feel perfect.”

			We don’t feel perfect because we sin. If you say, “l don’t sin,” you’re sinning. Because we all do. We lie. We cheat. We steal items from our place of employment. We have terrible attitudes, don’t we? Teenagers have bad attitudes sometimes, right? Hence, we don’t always feel like we’re perfect. Even in the good things we do, we often have wrong motives for why we do them. I am in no way advocating any of these sinful behaviors; I am simply showing we are not complete in our practice, but we are complete in our position because of Christ.

			What I’m trying to say is, how you feel about your practice is a direct result of your practice, not your position. Sometimes you may feel discouraged because of your bad practices, but your position proves you are in the right place with God. So, sometimes you must tell your feelings, “Shut up!” Because we don’t listen to feelings. We walk by faith, not by how we feel about what’s going on. Now maybe the question you want to ask is, “How do I get my practice to match my position?” That’s a great question! How do we align our practice with our position? 

			First, you can’t produce the right practice in your own power. Your practice is produced through the power of God. 2 Peter 1:2-4 says, “May God give you more and more grace and peace as you grow in your knowledge of God and Jesus our Lord. By His divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence. And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human desires.”

			Look at this phrase again: “May God give you more and more grace…” God gives you more and more grace and peace as you grow in your knowledge of God and Jesus your Lord. Here is the key: God, by His divine power, has given you everything you need to live a godly life. You receive this by coming to know Him. He has given you precious promises for His great glory. These promises enable you to share in His divine nature and escape the world’s corruption. It is by His divine power you are in the right position, which means your position is not based on your practice. Your practice is based on your position, and your position is imputed by God.

			His Divine Power

			So, He places us in a perfect position by His divine power. But what about my practice? Here is how we often feel: Okay God, You saved me by grace, but now I need to earn my growth. I need to walk this out. I must get this done. I need to make this life work. I need to make this religious stuff work in my life. 

			Yet Peter said, “By his divine power…” So, God puts us in a position by His grace, then He walks with us to work out our walk, by His divine power. This is how He receives ALL the glory. You thought it was all about you! We are funny like that. 

			Suddenly, I get neither glory nor praise because I do something right. Suddenly, I understand it is by His divine power, not mine. This brings glory to God, not me. This thought connects us back to our very first verse, “All glory to him, both now and forever!” Forever means now, tomorrow, next week, next month, forever! Forever means at 8:37 a.m., and when you go to lunch, and when you lay your head down tonight. It means both now and forever. We are complete by His divine power. Yet everything in our culture and everything in our humanness kicks against this. Our thoughts contradict this because sometimes we think, “It doesn’t feel as though I have the power; and it seems like my life is falling apart.”

			Maybe you’re struggling in your marriage, or struggling with a relationship, or struggling with your teenagers, or struggling as a teenager because your hormones are raging. Maybe it feels like everything is about to explode! Perhaps you don’t feel you have the completeness you need. You may even feel you have completely failed God.

			Maybe you have said something like this: “If His divine power is in me, then why do I fail him? I told God I was going to stop losing my cool, but I lost it anyway. I promised not to watch porn anymore, but I have no power to quit. It doesn’t seem like I can get my practice to align with my position. I say I’m going to forgive them, yet I struggle to forgive. I say, I’ll never cheat again, and yet I fall back into repetitive behavior. I claim to trust God, but I have doubts, fears, worries, and concerns. I don’t feel like I possess the power to live a godly practice.” That was a mouthful, but trust me, we’ve all been there.

			Listen, your feelings are a result of your practice. They are not the product of your position. God did not position you through your power; He positioned you through His divine power. Sometimes people tell me, “Well, I don’t feel it.” But the Father wants you to know, you are the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus. You are the head and not the tail. You are holy and you are pure. Not because your practice is perfect, but because your position is perfect.

			Here is what I really want you to grasp. Ephesians 1:3-6 says, “All praise to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realms because we are united with Christ. Even before he made the world, God loved us and chose us in Christ to be holy and without fault in his eyes. God decided in advance to adopt us into his own family by bringing us to himself through Jesus Christ. This is what he wanted to do, and it gave him great pleasure. So, we praise God for the glorious grace he has poured out on us who belong to his dear Son.”
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