
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Strategic Prayer: Applying the Power of Targeted Prayer

        

        
        
          Eddie Smith

        

        
          Published by Revival Waves of Glory, 2015.

        

    



	[image: image]

	 
	[image: image]





[image: image]


Strategic Prayer


[image: image]




Applying the Power of Targeted Prayer

Eddie Smith

Michael L. Hennen

"If you want to be challenged to a more intentional and purpose­ful prayer life, read and digest this book! Strategic Prayer applies warfare principles to the spiritual war in which we are engaged and provides practical keys for more effective intercession whether applied to an individual person or an entire people. An excellent resource to add to your prayer arsenal!"
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EDDIE'S INTRODUCTION

	
stra • te • gic also stra • te • gi • cal adj.

1. Of or relating to strategy. 2.a. Important or essential in relation to a plan of action. b. Essential to the effective conduct of war. c. Highly important to an intended objective. 3. Intended to destroy the military potential of an enemy. stra • to • gi • cal • ly adv.




Without question, prayer is the most important—and poten­tially the most powerful—tool in a Christian's arsenal. And do I need to inform or remind you that all of us were born into a war and live on a battlefield?

The conflict between the forces of good and evil, of God and Satan, has been raging since the day sin was found in Satan's heart (see Isaiah 14). We're in the fight, and prayer is our primary weapon.

Strategic prayer, in connection with the above definition of strategic, is essential prayer that is necessary to conduct war, accomplish an objective, and destroy the enemy and his devices.

The problem is, much of our praying is pointless, passionless, and powerless. It's poorly formed, thoughtlessly presented, and we wonder why it's largely ineffective. 

I'm such a pragmatist that I'm irritated at the way many of us pray without preparation and, worst of all, without expectation! We keep looking for problems to fire off in prayer for God's attention but then pay no attention at all to His response. We can list ten prayer requests but couldn't begin to report ten things God has done in reply. We're actually ignoring God in our prayers.

Its time we learn to pray practical, specific, result-oriented prayers. After all, the earth is our Lord's, the fullness of it, and everyone who lives on it. He's filling it with the knowledge of His glory! (Psalm 24:1; Habakkuk 2:14). And He's invited us into a joint-venture partnership with Him to complete it.

My wife, Alice, is one who was called at an early age to pray for the nations. I've watched her develop in her calling. I've learned from her. She is passionate about the King and His kingdom, radical in her allegiance to Him. But unlike so many dedicated intercessors, she is realistic and sensible about her intercessory ministry. She refuses to move presumptuously. She never hesitates to admit when she's missed the target. She holds herself and any team with whom she prays to the highest standards. I gladly admit that much of what I share in this book is a result of her intercessory labor.

Michael Hennen, my coauthor, is amazing. Young enough to be my son and wise enough to be my father, Michael is an "anointed genius." The perceptions he shares in this book are invaluable to those seriously involved in praying for territory and to those wanting useful teaching and instruction. He's not a theorist, he's a practitioner. He proves his theories. He and his wife, Aimee, are serving the Lord in some of the hardest and most dangerous places on earth. It's my privilege to partner with him in this work.

I pray that Father God will open your eyes to the immense potential of your smallest prayer.


Blessings,

Eddie Smith





MICHAEL'S INTRODUCTION

The enemy is real, and his designs are carefully planned. If we want to be more effective against him, we need to understand the strategies he uses and the objectives on which those strategies are focused.

There are concrete reasons for every form of demonic oppression, whether personal, communal, or national. Our prayer-effectiveness in these realms will be severely limited until we discover the enemy's goals. The world today suffers from extensive demonic terrorism. Until we clearly comprehend the devil's motives, strategies, and goals, the question of how to combat that terrorism will remain a mystery.

This book addresses the practical need to identify and prioritize prayer targets. Its principles reflect a theology born more out of life experience than the classroom. While living in the former Soviet Union, I became aware of certain strategies the government utilized to aid the spread and entrenchment of communism. This commune-"ism" yielded widespread social oppression and carried out an effective global assault on peoples and cultures.

"Isms" are generally spirit-inspired strategies formulated to overrun and control society. Behind each "ism" is a ruling spirit. By identifying the principles employed by these spirits, we can identify demonic priorities. These priorities reflect front-line areas where the spiritual battle rages most fiercely. It is here that the devil risks the most and stands most to gain or to lose.

METHODS AND PRINCIPLES

Methods don't always work, but principles do. The effectiveness of spiritual methods depends largely on the conditions of the spiritual environment and the experience of those employing them. Attention to spiritual principles, regardless of environment or experience, always brings positive results.

Part One, "Warring in Spiritual Realms," is based on principles employed by the Soviet Union to launch an effective military coup. We use this analogy because the devil has deployed his forces to launch a spiritual coup against God. Though we already know the outcome of this attempt, knowledge of the devil's goals and strate­gies will help us to vanquish him more quickly.

Part Two, "Spiritual Strategy," identifies specific spiritual strategies that the forces of good or evil may employ to launch a successful offensive.

Part Three, "The Battleground of the Mind," focuses on how to prepare the mind for victory.

Part Four, "Proactive Prayer," suggests how we may pray proactively by taking an active, offensive stance against enemy strongholds. The gates of hell (defensive) shall not prevail against the church (offensive), and the body of Christ will plunder the treasures of darkness (Matthew 16:18; Isaiah 45:1-3).

Finally, as its title implies, the overriding purpose of Strategic Prayer is to equip you to pray more strategically. Accordingly, at the end of each section, we've placed questions that will focus your attention on the corporate and personal application of each principle.

PROCESS VERSUS PERSON

"There is no power in prayer!" This shocking revelation, first expressed to me by my wife, is one most of us have yet to discover. Our faith is not in a process—it's in a Person. The power of our prayers is resident in the person of God, and our effectiveness as interces­sors is wholly dependent on the quality of our relationship with Him. That quality is best expressed through faith.

What do we believe about God's power and character? Our faith is an expression of our intimacy with Him. If we truly know Him, we pray according to His will and are fully convinced of the integ-rity of His character that always accomplishes His Word.

The only power of prayer is in our understanding of and submission to God's authority. Effective prayer is faithfully aligning oneself under His authority to speak and to do His Word and will. It is not the process that wields power in prayer but the Person who empowers prayer for His own purposes.

We have written this book to magnify a Person. Our desire is to direct those with a pure heart for God toward greater discernment and greater understanding of truly effective intercession. Strategic Prayer is not a replacement for the intimacy with God that will make you a truly effective intercessor. It is a prayer reconnaissance manual.


Rich blessings,

Michael Hennen



AUTHORS' SUGGESTIONS

To pray more strategically, it's always helpful to take a spiritual survey of your circumstances. Answering the questions that follow each section will help you draw a spiritual map of circumstances and will focus your attention on the personal and corporate application of each strategic prayer principle.

Don't hurry. Completing the survey is not the objective. But don't skip over it. Our goal is to help you discover the truth about your circumstances that will give you the fullest perspective and equip you most powerfully to change them. The only wrong answers are those contrived to impress others. The only right answers are those led by the Spirit of Truth.

When you and others in your group have finished your surveys, compare notes to see if there's a consensus. Perhaps such comparison will illuminate strongholds and priorities that deserve more corporate or personal attention. If you're the group leader, submit your observations to your pastor for consideration. Wait for the Spirit's leading, through those who cover you, before proceeding with any strategic and corporate prayer initiatives.

Even if you take the survey more for personal than for corporate reasons, it's still a good idea to pray with others regarding the life issues you're facing. For prayer, seek those who know you well and whose lives exhibit Christ's compassion and character. They may be family members, home-group or cell-group leaders, or other friends or leaders in the church. As you pray together in agreement, we trust and pray that increased freedom and authority in prayer will emerge and that you'll discover a greater intimacy with the Lord.
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STRATEGIC AND
TACTICAL PRAYER


PRAYER MUST PROCEED SIMULTANEOUSLY ON

BOTH A STRATEGIC AND A TACTICAL TRACK

TOWARD A DEFINITE DESTINATION.

There are 1,200-1,500 demolition companies worldwide that raze skyscrapers, chimneys, towers, bridges, and other struc­tures. At least two things set Baltimore, Maryland-based Controlled Demolition, Inc. (CDI) apart.

First, CDI, founded in 1960 by Jack Loizeaux (retired in 1984), today is a family business run by his two sons, Marc and Doug, and Marc's daughter Stacey.

Second, CDI is the globe's undisputed champion of large-structure implosions. Whether a 2,000-ton skyscraper, a 384-foot communications tower, or the Seattle Kingdome—by volume the largest building ever demolished by explosives—they will bring it down. CDI holds four Guinness Book world records and has imploded more than 7,000 structures—more than all their competitors combined! Their projects are amazing to witness. In mere seconds massive edifices crumble in on themselves in a shower of dust and debris. Perhaps the very essence of Controlled Demolition's work is in their name: CONTROL.

Each project CDI accepts requires months of precision planning by a world-renowned team of engineering experts to determine the best equipment, materials, manpower, and methods to be used. Their goal? Guaranteed complete predictability.

While being interviewed for a Learning Channel special on CDI, President Marc Loizeaux was asked, "How do you determine how much explosive will be required to bring down a large struc­ture?" He replied, "The secret isn't in knowing how much explosive to use; the secret is in knowing where to place it."

Engineers determine exactly which steel beam must be severed with explosives, what concrete masses must be pulverized, and in what sequence everything should happen. The building is then rigged with timed explosives. On the day of the implosion, one pressed button releases a chain reaction of explosions; the structure that required years to build collapses in seconds.

One day when I (Eddie) returned home from a speaking engagement, I was stunned to see that the beautiful four-bedroom home at the end of our block had burned to the ground. As I stood looking at the charred remains the Lord spoke to my heart. He pointed out that while more than nine months went into building the house, it was destroyed in less than ninety minutes.

Then He said, "Satan is angry about what the church is learning today about strategic prayer. He is angry because he has but a short time" (see Revelation 12:12). It has taken Satan thousands of years to construct his demonic network for promoting evil around the world. What targeted, strategic prayer can destroy in a few minutes, Satan has neither time nor resources left to rebuild. 

STRATEGY AND TACTICS

As Marc Loizeaux explained, what's critical in demolishing manmade structures is knowing where to put each explosive and in what order to detonate them. As for spiritual structures, one of the biggest challenges facing any intentional intercessor is knowing how to prioritize prayer. We're surrounded by pressing needs, so many expressions of satanic activity in our lives, our homes, our cities, our nations; how do we know where and how to invest prayer? And how can we be certain that our prayer coverage is adequate? The answer to these questions is prayer targeting. In the same way the military carefully evaluates and selects its target objectives, so must we carefully evaluate and select ours.

STRATEGIC PRAYER TARGETING

We use strategic prayer targeting to prioritize our prayer to achieve a specific goal.

First we define our goal: What do we hope to accomplish through prayer? If we don't know our goal, we won't know how to pray. Our goal ought to be well-defined, specific, and comprehensive; if it's vague, indefinite, or incomplete, our prayers will certainly fall short of their mark.

Hebrews 11 offers what some call the Hall of Faith, a list of the faithful throughout biblical history; then it makes a startling declaration:


These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them. (v. 13 KJV)



When prayer groups or praying individuals "run out of steam" (lose faith), its usually because their prayers were vague, indefinite, or incomplete; they've not seen, been persuaded of, or embraced their goal. Once we have a clearly defined, nonnegotiable, ample goal, we can prioritize our prayers: we know where to put the explosive (where to direct our prayer, the target). Now we need to prioritize our detonations, that is, the order in which we detonate (pray our prayers) to accomplish the goal.


How do we prioritize our prayers?



We prioritize our prayers along two parallel, complementary tracks: tactical and strategic. Consider your prayer as a locomotive traveling down rails that lead to your specified target or goal (your defined destination).


4  Strategic prayers target the enemy (powers and principalities).

4  Tactical prayers focus on the subjects acted against by the enemy (powers and principalities) (see Ephesians 6:12).



For example, praying against a spirit of communism is a strategic prayer. Praying for people influenced by the spirit of communism is a tactical prayer. If we fail to pray against principalities and powers, their ability to influence people will not diminish. If we fail to pray for the people, their tendency to yield to powers and principalities will only increase.

MISSION-CRITICAL INFORMATION

How do we know, at any given time, whether the tactical target or the strategic target is more urgent? In both physical and spiritual warfare, strategic timing is "mission-critical information." A prayer prayed at the wrong time is the wrong prayer. If our targeting process isn't sufficiently flexible to accommodate changes in circumstances, then our prayers will miss the mark when the circumstances change. To properly prioritize prayer, we must apply flexible target­ing techniques. Flexible targeting techniques depend on reliable reconnaissance (investigation).

Reliable reconnaissance makes prayer strategic. Strategic timing makes reconnaissance reliable, and strategic timing is the exclusive com­petence of the Holy Spirit.

Intelligent targeting requires vigilant reconnaissance. We must engage in thorough research and become well informed of circumstances in natural and spiritual realms. Spiritual mapping often provides much-needed detail for effective prayer. We should neither neglect to map the influence of evil powers over nations nor ignore their current influence over the lives of people.

Nevertheless, the most critical reconnaissance relies more on the Spirit's direction than on our efforts. Without it, all forms of reconnaissance will amount to little more than spiritual vanity. With it, our vigilance can and does discover truly mission-critical information: the right knowledge in the right place at the right time.

MAPPING: TWO KINDS

George Otis Jr. has defined spiritual mapping, our reconnais­sance of the spiritual world, as "superimposing our understanding of forces and events in the spiritual domain onto places and circumstances in the material world" (Last of the Giants, 85). Spiritual mapping identifies and defines the geographic or cultural pattern of spiritual oppression.

Its counterpart in the natural world is cultural mapping: defining the sociological patterns of common traditions practiced among one or more distinct people groups. These traditions, practiced by people, are the rituals through which spiritual forces establish a stronghold within a culture.

Spiritual mapping is strategic (relating to principalities and pow­ers). Cultural mapping is tactical (relating to the people the enemy is affecting). They are complementary, and they're of equal value in forming an effective prayer strategy and in selecting prayer targets. When we lay our understanding of forces and events in the spiritual domain over our outline of cultural traditions, we can clearly see what our strategic and tactical prayer priorities must be.


APPLICATION )



KEY POINTS

(1) Clearly define your strategic and tactical prayer goals.


(a) Strategic prayers target powers and principalities.

(b) Tactical prayers target those whom powers and principalities act against.

(2) Your prayer goal must be well-defined, specific, and comprehensive.

(3) Prioritize your prayers along the parallel and complementary tracks of strategic and tactical prayer.



(4) Reliable reconnaissance makes prayer strategic.


(5) The Holy Spirit (not our efforts) leads us to the right place at the right time and opens our eyes to truly mission-critical information.

(6) Traditions are the rituals through which spiritual forces establish cultural strongholds.



SPIRITUAL RECONNAISSANCE


(1)  What prevailing demonic powers and principalities are exercising influence over our territory?

(2)  Which of these can be identified as the ruling spirit?

(3)  Who are the people against whom these powers and principalities act, and who are their leaders?

(4)  What appear to be the Holy Spirit's current mission-critical prayer priorities in this territory?

(5)  What cultural rituals serve to deeply imbed the influence of these powers and principalities in the people's hearts and minds? 



PERSONALIZE IT


(1)  What demonic powers and principalities are exercising influence in my life?

(2)  Can one of these be identified as the dominant source of spiritual attack?

(3)  How do I discern when these powers and principalities are active against me, and through what relationships or situations do they tend to act?

(4)  What appears to be the Holy Spirit's most mission-critical prayer priority for my personal life at this time?

(5)  What personal habits, traditions, or rituals serve to deeply imbed the influence of oppressive powers and principalities in my heart and mind?
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TARGETING THE
POWER GRID


IF THE POWER GRID IS DESTABILIZED,

ALL ELEMENTS THAT DEPEND ON IT

WILL ALSO BECOME UNSTABLE.

In the summer of 1994, while serving as a missionary in Russia, I (Michael) was asked by a television crew for an interview. One of my friends suggested that it would be great publicity for our new church, so reluctantly, ignoring the check in my spirit, I agreed. Our church, I reasoned, had already suffered so much at the media's hands. It was time to turn the tide. Besides, we represented just one of many faiths that would be profiled in the coming weeks. Should we remain silent and let the cults get all the attention?

I waited patiently for the day of the interview, which finally took place in my living room. Then I waited more patiently to see it aired on the local station. During the interview I had been discomfited by the crew's strange questions, but I did my best to accent the importance of a personal relationship with Christ while also responding to inquiries about the book of Revelation and "the mark of the beast."

When our visa ran out, we had to leave the country to get it renewed. Upon returning, we were told that the interview had done more harm than good—because of it some had even left the church. When I asked our members about the negative results, I was told that in the interview I had argued with a Russian Orthodox priest.

I was dumbfounded. I'd never even met a Russian Orthodox priest! But my church members insisted: "You were arguing with him right there in your living room. We saw it on TV We recog­nized the wallpaper."

To this day, I do not know how it was done. Obviously it involved some intricate editing, but I'd been thoroughly duped. The montage was so effective that even my own members insisted on what they had seen. From that day, I banned all recorders and video cameras from the church and never again agreed to another inter­view. I decided that God doesn't need publicity!

For six years the KGB tracked me, and they always knew when I was leaving the country. On one occasion they sent agent the day before my wife and I left for America. I knew they knew when I would leave; they knew that I knew and never hid the fact that they were KGB. I had nothing to hide, which was good because they seemed to know everything anyway. What really irked me is that while I was entirely honest, they were deceptive. I was willing to die to tell the truth, while they were willing to do almost any­thing to stop me. Why? What did they have to hide?


In natural warfare, strategic targets are those that provide communication, transportation, leadership, and supplies to a military force. In successful spiritual warfare, to select the right prayer targets and form effective prayer strategies, we must identify the spiritual counterparts of these targets.



In the natural realm, such targets are fueled by what's called the power grid. If the power grid (electricity and other forms of fuel and energy) is destabilized, every element that depends on it will also become unstable. When fuel and energy stop flowing, communication and transportation slow down. The production of supplies stops, and leadership fails.

THE DEVIL'S POWER GRID

The devil's power grid is deception. All his works are fueled by lies. He cannot afford to broadcast truth and must resist its proliferation at all costs. The truth always assails his power grid and neutralizes his efforts. The devil resists truth by spreading lies!

Through what communication media does he do this? For one thing, he broadcasts through the words of unrighteous leaders. When these leaders ally with one another for the sake of conve­nience, they form a demonic communication network. This net­work doesn't depend as much on high technology as on low morals.

The only way to destabilize the devil's deceptive power grid is with the truth. The answer to the devil's aggression is not the absence of lies but the proclamation of truth. Only in the light of truth will the proliferation of wickedness cease and man's commerce with the devil diminish. Only the light of truth can displace the deception that darkens the minds of men. So in the process of choosing prayer targets, truth's proliferation must be preeminent.

TRUTH IS VIOLENT

Where the lies of the devil stop flowing, the illusory nature of his power is revealed and his influence dissolves. People who've never heard the truth have no alternative but to believe a lie. The devil's influence over such people remains until the truth is revealed and accepted.

In our battle against deception, the best defense is a good offense. We must take the initiative not only to resist the demonic advance but also to advance against the gates of hell with the truth. As the devil vomits forth his foul river of lies, the kingdom of God suffers violence, but the violent shall take it by force (Matthew 11:12). The truth is violent! Its confrontational nature exposes wickedness. Those who love darkness hate truth. But the gates of hell shall not prevail against us.

GOD'S POWER GRID

God's power grid is truth. With God's truth we expose the deeds of darkness and conquer fear and bondage. God's Word is truth (Psalm 119:160). If we abide in His Word, we are His disciples, and we shall know the truth and the truth shall make us free (John 8:31-32). "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth" (4:24). (All emphasis in Scriptures throughout the book has been added.) Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life (14:6), and no one comes to the Father except through Him.
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