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INTRODUCTION

	 

	This book is aimed at proper understanding of the five-fold ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ – mainly the pastoral ministry. The pastoral ministry is the New Testament form of the Old Testament priesthood. So in Part One of this book, we are going to concentrate on the Old Testament so that we can understand Part Two which will concentrate on the New Testament.

	The Old Testament priesthood was like the Ark of Covenant. No unauthorized person dared touch the Ark. Same way, no unauthorized (uncalled) person was involved in the priesthood. Only Aaron and his sons, in their generations, were to be priests by divine appointment (calling). In Ex.28:1, God said to Moses, “Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister to Me as priest, Aaron and Aaron’s sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.” 

	No person from any other family in Israel could choose or volunteer to be priest. Priesthood was not by choice, as in a career – it was not a career; and there was no need of volunteers, as if God could lack personnel or resources. God never lacks anything, not even manpower.

	It was the duty of the priests and the levites to handle anything that pertained to the ark: whether to dress it or to carry it. “Then Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, ‘Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over before the people.’ So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people” Josh.3:6. Now, any priest or levite that became careless while at his duty died; “So they carried the ark of God on a new cart from the house of Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart…. And when they came to Chidon’s threshing floor, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, for the oxen stumbled. Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Uzza, and He struck him because he put his hand to the ark; and he died there before God” 1Chr.13:7-10.

	Same way, unauthorized (uncalled) persons are not welcome into the five-fold ministry of Jesus Christ. Anyone has to be called by Him, “And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers” Eph.4:11. “And no man takes this honor to himself, but he who is called by God, just as Aaron was. So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was He who said to Him: You are My Son, today I have begotten You…. You are a Priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek '” Heb.5:4-6.

	This leads us to the crux of the matter: who can be called into the five-fold ministries of apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher – men or women or both?

	
 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	PART 1

	
CHAPTER ONE

	THE PRIESTHOOD

	 

	The priests of the Old Testament were to minister on the altar, in the temple. Their duty was to minister before God for the people, to offer their gifts and sacrifices, “For every high priest taken from among men is appointed for men in things pertaining to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins…. Because of this he is required as for the people, so also for himself, to offer sacrifices for sins” Heb.5:1-3. “And Moses said to Aaron, ‘Go to the altar, offer your sin offering and your burnt offering, and make atonement for yourself and for the people. Offer the offerings of the people, and make atonement for them, as the Lord commanded” Lev.9:7.

	This was the manner of the worship service in the Old Testament temple. The priest(s) conducted the service. No woman ever was among the priests; it was only Aaron and his sons, and not Aaron and his wife and sons and daughters. There was no priestess of God; but there were priestesses of familiar spirits, and priestesses of heathen altars. Lev.19:32 says, “Give no regard to mediums and familiar spirits; do not seek after them, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your God.” So to patronize ministers and ministries of familiar spirits brings defilement! Further, Lev.20:27 says, “A man or a woman who is a medium, or who has familiar spirits, shall surely be put to death; they shall stone them with stones. Their blood shall be upon them.” Here we see that in the familiar spirit priesthood there were both men and women. “And when Saul inquired of the Lord, the Lord did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by the prophets. Then Saul said to his servants, ‘Find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her.’ And his servants said to him, ‘In fact, there is a woman who is a medium at En Dor’”1Sam.28:6-7. This woman was a heathen priestess or seer. So Satan calls both men and women into his priesthood; because in everything and in every way Satan strives to work against the order and pattern of God. This is why he is called Devil (meaning De Evil One). But God calls only men. It was abomination for women to be in God’s priesthood, because God never appointed or chose women to offer sacrifices on His altar. “Moreover Josiah put away those who consulted mediums and spiritists, the household gods and idols, all the abominations that were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might perform the words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the Lord” 2Kgs23:24.

	All the priests of God mentioned in the bible were men: from Aaron and his sons to their successors like Eli and his sons (1Sam.2), Samuel (1Sam.16:2), Abiathar, Ahimelech’s son (1Sam.30:7), and a whole lot of them. Today, the pastoral ministry is the New Testament form of the Old Testament priesthood. We will come to that later. It is important that we study these things very well from the Old Testament before moving to the New Testament – in Part Two of this book - because most of the references people who support women in the ministry make are to Old Testament women like Deborah, etc.

	 


CHAPTER TWO

	JUDGES

	 

	The first judge of Israel was Moses. What does this mean? It means that Moses was the first leader of Israel. After Moses was Joshua. Then, after Joshua, God began to appoint other men, who the bible categorizes as Judges (see the book of Judges). 

	The first duty of a judge in Israel was to be the leader of the people (like a king). This leadership position was by divine appointment (calling). Let’s see them:

	Moses

	“Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.’ So when the Lord saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the bush and said, ‘Moses, Moses!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then He said…. Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt” Ex.3:1-10. Here, the fact that God called Moses is clear; and his role to lead the people is clear.

	 

	Joshua

	“And the Lord said to Moses: ‘Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand on him; set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation, and inaugurate him in their sight’” Num.27:18-19. “After the death of Moses the servant of the Lord, it came to pass that the Lord spoke to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant saying: ‘Moses My servant is dead. Now therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them – the children of Israel. Every place that the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, as I said to Moses…. No man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you nor forsake you’”Josh.1:1-5. 

	“So they answered Joshua, saying, ‘All that you command us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. Just as we heeded Moses in all things, so we will heed you. Only the Lord your God be with you, as He was with Moses’” Josh.1:16-17.

	Through these references, the fact of divine appointment and call of Joshua is clear; and his role to lead the people is clear.

	Now we come to the book of Judges.

	Othniel

	“When the children of Israel cried out to the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer for the children of Israel, who delivered them: Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. The Spirit of the Lord came upon him, and he judged Israel. He went out to war, and the Lord delivered Cushan-Rishataim king of Mesopotamia into his hand; and his hand prevailed over Cushan-Rishataim”Jud.3:9-10.

	This scripture opens us to the second duty of a judge in Israel. After Moses and Joshua, the other judges were appointed (called) by God for reasons or challenges of war. So the second duty of a judge in Israel was to lead the people to war. Now that same war leader would automatically occupy the position of judge as the leader of the people during his time. Here the divine appointment (calling) of Othniel to this effect is clear.

	Ehud

	“But when the children of Israel cried out to the Lord, the Lord raised up a deliverer for them; Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man. By him the children of Israel sent tribute to Eglon king of Moab” Jud.3:15. Ehud’s divine appointment (calling) is clear. And he performed his duty as war leader: “Then Ehud reached with his left hand, took the dagger from his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly…. But Ehud escaped while they delayed, and passed beyond the stone images and escaped to Seirah. And it happened when he arrived, that he blew the trumpet in the mountains of Ephraim, and the children of Israel went down with him from the mountains; and he led them…. At that time they killed about ten thousand men of Moab, all stout men of valor; not a man escaped” Jud.3:21-29.

	Shamgar

	“After him was Shamgar the son of Anath, who killed six hundred men of the Philistines with an ox goad; and he also delivered Israel” Jud.3:31.

	Here we see the sequence of divine appointment – ‘after him was Shamgar…;’ and we see him as war lord, “… who killed six hundred men of the Philistines with an ox goad; and he also delivered Israel.”

	Deborah

	Please permit us to come to Deborah later. This is because we need to understand divine appointment (calling) very well before we can understand her case.

	Gideon

	“Now the angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel of the Lord appeared to him, and said to him, ‘The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!’…. Then the Lord turned to him and said, ‘Go in this strength of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you?’” Jud.6:11-14.

	Here again the divine appointment and call of Gideon is clear; and his role as war lord is clear.

	Abimelech

	After Gideon, his son Abimelech, who was a misnomer manipulated his way to become judge. Because his reign was not by divine appointment (calling), his tenure was very problematic, full of troubles. Anyway, he was judge after Gideon (Jud.9).

	Tola

	“After Abimelech there arose to save Israel Tola the son of Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar; and he dwelt in Shamir in the mountains of Ephraim. He judged Israel twenty-three years; and he died and was buried in Shamir” Jud.10: I -2.

	How Tola became judge is not clear; but his role as war lord is clear, “… arose to save Israel….” And his duty as the leader of the people is clear, “He judged Israel twenty-three years….”

	Jair

	“After him arose Jair, a Gileadite; and he judged Israel twenty-two years” Jud.10:3.

	How Jair arose to be judge is not clear also. But his duty as the people’s leader is clear, “… he judged Israel twenty-two.”

	Samson

	“And the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, ‘Indeed now, you are barren and have born no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son…. And no razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines’” Jud.13:3-5.

	Samson’s divine appointment and call as Israel’s leader and war lord was from the womb.

	Now, all these people we have listed from the book of Judges were men. Considering a judge as the leader of the people, it would be completely impossible to have a woman judge, since a woman could never be a leader of the people of Israel in the Old Testament. In fact, we know that women were never counted where men were counted. This leadership position of the judges was what later translated into kingship. 

	Samuel was the last judge of Israel, “And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life” 1Sam.7:15. After Samuel Israel had their first king (King Saul), “Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, and said to him, ‘Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations’” 1Sam.8:4-5. The phrase, “… make us a king to judge us…” shows that the duty of the king would be the same as that of their judges. 

	So, according to the people’s request, God gave them a king, “As they were going down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul, ‘Tell the servant to go on ahead of us.’ And he went on. ‘But you stand here awhile, that I may announce to you the word of God.’ Then Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, and kissed him and said, ‘Is it not because the Lord has anointed you commander over His inheritance?’”1Sam.9:27-10:1. This was how Saul was divinely appointed and anointed to be the first king of Israel.

	Now, since a woman could never be king in Israel in those days – what would have been known as queen, like Queen Elizabeth of England - a woman could never have been judge as well; since it was the position of the judges that translated into kingship, and the two (the judge and the king) played the same role.

	And, considering a judge as the war leader, it would also be completely impossible to have a woman judge, since a woman could never be in the army in Israel, in the bible days. And, since a woman could never be in Israel’s army (in the bible days), a woman surely could never lead the people of Israel to war - then.

	Now, if a woman could not be a judge in these instances, what was the “judging” Deborah was doing in the book of Judges?

	Deborah

	“Now Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, was judging Israel at that time. And she would sit under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the mountains of Ephraim. And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment.” Jud.4:4-5. Here the signs of divine appointment (calling), as in the cases of the men, are absent. The phrases: “…God raised them a deliverer…” or “…and she delivered Israel…” or “… she judged Israel so – so years…” are absent.

	Now, it was customary, in those days, for people to go to the prophet or prophetess to inquire of the Lord. People also used the same medium of inquiring from the Lord as a (just) means of settling their differences or disputes or disagreements – whatever the prophet or prophetess prophesied was taken or accepted as God’s judgment.

	In Ex.18:13-16 we read, “And so it was, on the next day, that Moses sat to judge the people; and the people stood before Moses from morning until evening. So when Moses’ father-in-law saw all that he did for the people, he said, ‘What is this thing that you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit, and all the people stand before you from morning until evening?’ And Moses said to his father-in-law, ‘Because the people come to me to inquire of God. When they have a difficulty, they come to me, and I judge between one and another; and I make known the statutes of God and His laws. '”

	Here we see that this inquiring of God to settle cases is also known as “judging”. This was exactly what Deborah was doing in those days. The phrase, “And the children of Israel came up to her for judgment” justifies this explanation. In the cases of the judges in the book of Judges, the people were not going up to them for judgment. Their position was that of “leadership,” and they also led the nation to wars.

	Deborah was not the only prophetess in the bible who people went to inquire from. 2Kgs22:11-15 reads, “Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, that he tore clothes. Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor the son of Michaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king, saying, ‘Go, inquire of the Lord for me….’ So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe (she dwelt in Jerusalem in the second quarter). And they spoke to her. Then she said to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God of Israel, “Tell the man who sent you to Me….”’”

	Huldah lived in the time of the kings while Deborah lived in the time of the judges. Huldah would never have become a king in Israel because people went to inquire of God from her - even if there seized to be a king in Israel at any period during her life time. In like manner, Deborah would not have become a judge just because people went to her to inquire of God.

	Rather, what do we see? When the occasion came for the duty of a judge, Deborah did not perform it (and would never have performed it). Rather the Spirit of God, through her prophesying, sent for Barak the son of Abinoam from Kadesh in Naphtali. This man led the people to war; and from that automatically became the next judge. We all know that there wouldn’t be two sitting judges at the same time. Even, the fact that Barak asked Deborah – a woman – to follow him to the war angered God, and He immediately removed the glory of the victory of that battle from him, through Deborah’s prophesying, “And Barak said to her, ‘If you will go with me, then I will go; but if you will not go with me, I will not go!’ So she said, ‘I will surely go with you; nevertheless there will be no glory for you in the journey you are taking, for the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand of a woman.’ Then Deborah arose and went with Barak to Kadesh” Jud.4:8-9.

	We also know that the woman God gave the glory of that battle was not Deborah, but Jael, Heber’s wife, “Then Jael, Heber’s wife, took a tent peg and took a hammer in her hand, and went softly to him and drove the peg into his temple, and it went down into the ground; for he was fast asleep and weary. So he died” Jud.4:21. (You can read the whole account in Judges 4 and 5). So, Deborah was not in the category of the male judges mentioned in the Book of Judges. She was only mentioned because the bible was introducing the next judge, and wanted us to know how this new judge was called. Like in the case of Gideon, the bible made us to know how he was called. The bible talks about the angel that visited him, and what transpired between them. That way, we know how Gideon was called. Same way, the bible wants us to know how this new judge – Barak - was called: that it was during the period when people went to Deborah to inquire of God for the settling of their differences. Then God, through her prophesying, sent for the man Barak to become the next judge, and lead the people to war. Simple!

	More importantly, also, is the fact that judges never ministered in the temple or sanctuary. Deborah never ministered in the temple or sanctuary. So it is vain for any woman to make reference, or point, to Deborah as explanation or support for her claim to divine calling into any of the five-fold ministries: as apostle or prophet or evangelist or pastor or teacher (cf Eph.4:11). There is no scriptural excuse or explanation or justification for a woman to function in these capacities. In Part Two of this book we shall see the meaning of these ministerial offices and how they function.

	 


CHAPTER THREE

	THE PROPHETS

	INTRODUCTION

	Israel’s prophets were divinely appointed, called and anointed by God to stand between Him and the people. For example, in the wilderness after Israel left Egypt, God almost destroyed the whole nation but Moses – as the prophet of God – stood in the gap, “And the Lord said to Moses, ‘I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-necked people! Now therefore, let me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them. And I will make of you a great nation.’  Then Moses pleaded with the Lord his God, and said, ‘Lord, why does your wrath burn hot against your people whom You have brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians speak, and say, “He brought them out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth?” Turn from your fierce wrath, and relent from this harm to Your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by Your own self, and said to them, “I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I will give your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.”’ So the Lord relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people” Ex.32:9-15.

	Israel’s prophets also were to speak for God, criticize the people’s moral and ethical deficiencies on behalf of God, predict future events through divine knowledge from God, and denounce enemies by the power of God. This is not surprising if the idea of a “prophet” was a person who spoke for God to the people.
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