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  CHARACTERS




  


  





  JULIA: In her thirties; deaf and fluent in sign language; can speak and lip-read.




  HELEN: Julia’s younger sister; deaf, but doesn’t sign; can speak and lip-read.




  FRANK: Julia’s best friend; deaf and fluent in sign language; can speak and lip-read.




  MICHAEL: Helen’s boyfriend; thirty-five or so; hearing; cannot sign in ACT ONE but has learned to sign in ACT TWO; very good looking.




  


  





  SETTING




  ACT ONE: Helen’s place




  ACT TWO: Julia’s place (scenes 1, 3 and 4); Helen’s place (scene 2)




  


  





  NOTE




  “My Sister’s Choice” is a bilingual play (Spoken English / Sign language). It is suitable for both hearing and deaf audiences.
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  ACT ONE




  


  





  Scene 1




  HELEN’s living room. The place is very neat and tidy. FRANK is alone. He is looking at an abstract painting on an easel. JULIA enters, carrying a birthday cake. She puts it down on the coffee table and starts placing candles on it. JULIA and FRANK sign to each other.




  JULIA: Maybe we should go to a different club next week?




  FRANK: Why?




  JULIA: It was boring last night.




  FRANK: I thought it was OK. Where would you like to go?




  JULIA: The Rex?




  FRANK: The Rex! It’s full of teen-agers with pimples.




  JULIA: What about Full-up?




  FRANK: Um… I haven’t been in ages, but… why not?




  JULIA: It’s the same people every weekend…




  FRANK: Maybe we should go to a straight club?




  JULIA: A straight club?!!! Are you mad? Why?




  FRANK: You could get lucky.




  JULIA: I get lucky, thank you very much!




  FRANK: Who? When?...




  JULIA: Aaron!




  FRANK: Aaron? Come on, that’s ages ago!




  JULIA: Who cares? I’m happy being single.




  FRANK: That’s not what you were saying last night…




  JULIA: I was drunk, OK?




  FRANK: Yeah, right.




  JULIA: Let’s go to Full-up. It’ll be more fun.




  FRANK: You’re the boss!




  (HELEN enters the room, carrying a bottle and four glasses in one arm and a cake in the other. She speaks. FRANK and JULIA stop signing and speak, too.)




  HELEN: Frank, can you help me, please?




  (FRANK takes the bottle and glasses. JULIA takes the cake.)




  JULIA: Yummy! Where did you get it?




  HELEN: The patisserie at the corner of Bovis and Elizabeth. I didn’t really have time to bake one.




  FRANK: Who does?




  HELEN: Who invited you?




  FRANK: Relax! I was only joking……. (pointing at the painting on the easel) This is sort of… interesting… Is it new? I can’t remember seeing it last time.




  HELEN: I got it last week. Do you like it?




  JULIA: Since when are you buying paintings?




  HELEN: Do you like it?




  JULIA: It’s nice, really. Goes well with the carpet.




  FRANK: It’s quite…. unusual…




  HELEN: I fell in love with it as soon as I saw it. The colours are so intense, so expressive…. they keep changing with the light.




  FRANK: Have you started drinking already?




  JULIA: Helen, why are there four glasses? Are we expecting someone else? (HELEN nods.) A surprise guest! Who is it?




  HELEN: A friend.




  JULIA: Do I know her?




  HELEN: No, you don’t know him.




  JULIA: Him!... Sorry! I assumed…




  FRANK: The more, the merrier! Is he good-looking?




  HELEN: As a matter of fact, he is. But I may as well warn you, he’s not gay.




  FRANK: That’s not what I meant.




  JULIA: Of course that’s what you meant… (to HELEN) Who is he?




  HELEN: His name’s Michael. We met at my book group.




  JULIA: Nice… He’s just a friend, isn’t he? (HELEN doesn’t reply.) Oh, my God! You have a boyfriend, and you haven’t told me! How long have you been seeing him?




  HELEN: Calm down.




  JULIA: I don’t know what to say…




  HELEN: How about nothing?




  FRANK: Julia, say nothing? (to HELEN) Congratulations. I’m very happy for you.




  JULIA: Is he hearing?




  HELEN: Yes.




  JULIA: Of course he is!




  HELEN: What do you mean “Of course he is!?”




  JULIA: Hello!!??... How many deaf people do you know?




  HELEN: Then why are you asking?




  JULIA: How old is he?




  HELEN: Thirty-five.




  JULIA: What’s his name?




  HELEN: I’ve said it before. Michael.




  JULIA: And what does he do for a living?




  HELEN: Why don’t you ask him yourself?




  JULIA: How long have you been seeing each other?




  HELEN: Six months.




  JULIA: Six months!!! And you’re only just telling me today?!!




  HELEN: I wasn’t ready.




  JULIA: He hasn’t moved in, has he? (a beat) He has!!!! (JULIA goes round the room, looking for something.)




  FRANK: (to JULIA, signing) What the hell are you doing?




  JULIA: (picking up a magazine) There you go! “Wheels Magazine”!




  (The front door light flashes.)




  HELEN: It must be him. He forgot his keys this morning. (She exits. FRANK and JULIA sign to each other.)




  JULIA: She’s seeing someone!!!!!




  FRANK: So?




  JULIA: Don’t you think I should be the first one to know?
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