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  Introduction





  




  Singer-songwriter Bruno Mars was born upon October 8, 1985, in Honolulu, Hawaii. By the late 2000s, he began finding success by writing songs for various other preferred artists such K'Naan's "Wavin' Flag," the theme song for the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics. After numerous years as one of the pop music's top songwriters, he broke out as a singer in his own right with the 2010 hit "Nothin' on You."




  




  Early Life




  




  Bruno Mars grew up in an extremely musical household. His father, Pete, was a Latin percussionist from Brooklyn, and his mother, Bernadette ("Bernie"), was a vocalist. Mars received his nickname, Bruno, while he was still a child. "The name Bruno came from baby times," older sister Jamie clarifies. "Bruno was constantly so positive, independent, really strong-willed and kind of a brute-- hence the name Bruno, and it kind of just stuck."




  




  In Waikiki Beach, Mars' family carried out a Las Vegas-style revue that consisted of Motown hits, doo-wop tunes and celebrity actings. Maturing around entertainers, Mars began selecting up musical instruments from very early youth. "I've always had a drum set, a piano, a guitar ... and never ever got trained to play. It was simply always there, he remembers. That's simply how I found out, just being surrounded by it my entire life." At the age of 4, he joined the household musical serve as an Elvis impersonator and quickly become one of the celebrities of the show. He continued to carry out with his family throughout his youth, and as he approached teenage years he included Michael Jackson to his acting collection.
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