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Chapter One
WHERE ARE YOU?
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	his was the first question God asked the first man, Adam. It could be said that it was the first question posed to humanity. God could not be said to have forgotten the place where Adam was at the time this question was thrown at him. In the Garden of Eden, there are several places that Adam could have decided to hide. In any case, why would he choose to hide from the God that placed him in the Garden, if he has not faulted against the instruction handed over to him in the course of his entrance into the Garden? Apparently, no one could have known the Garden more than God because He was the Architect who laid the plan and built that beautiful place for Adam and his household; it was a meeting place for reflecting the previous day’s jobs and further negotiations of the oncoming ones and challenges. That opportunity was also a moment of refreshers of the agendas of heaven and all that the Godhead would be considering doing for the furtherance of the love of God. It was such a beautiful place that God would not miss the routines of visiting in the morning. Adam does not need to fast and pray before God shows up; He comes with the demands of the routines. This was the first encounter that God had with humanity.


	“And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation,” Acts 17: 26 (KJV).


	God knows where He placed you. But one remarkable thing that could take you from the place is the choice. He gave it to you without bounds, but only submitted, also, His will and inevitable consequences that would follow when you traverse the path of disobedience. He knows where you are in the midst of the nations of the world, even where they cannot find you with their sophisticated satellite imaging. He knows your whereabouts with the highest precision that no instrument of man can see. He says that even the smallest strands of the hair of your head are known in their numbers and can tell them.


	“But the very hairs of your head are all numbered,” Matthew 10: 30 (KJV).


	This is how much of God’s care towards you finds expression in your life. Sometimes we query specific happening around us suggesting that we have been abandoned by the One who created us without seeking our opinion. Any time a man does anything to make life better or easier for himself, he does it without consulting with the things he works on because they are entirely made to fulfill his desire. Same also is the work of God on man when He created him, for He created him for His purpose. Since God did not consult with us when He did create us, it means we are to unconditionally obey Him and follow Him wherever He bids us.


	“For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen,” Romans 11:36 (KJV).


	“In the exercise of His will He brought us forth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures,” James 1:18 (NASB).


	“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them,” Ephesian 2: 10 (KJV).


	All things were made for His purpose, and they passed under His spectrum of creation as He designs and models their behaviors to meet His needs. God did all that He did for a purpose. The One who decided that you should be birthed by such parents and planted you in a family, in a residential district and a country such as yours did so for all intents and purposes to fulfill His will and for you to find meaning in your livelihood. You were created intentionally for the purpose of good. God is love, and He had never had any intention of evil against you, no not one. God manages the engineering details of your birth and purpose, and He wants you to turn to the manual that is close to His heart. It is only when you get a place in His heart that you would find direction for your life. This is what many have twisted or interpreted as the uncaring and the negligent disposition of the Almighty God towards them. Many have asked if God was interested in them: why did this or that happen to them? He is, certainly. But He has provided a place for you to get the solution, close to His heart where the manual of your life that carries the numbers of strands of your hair lies, without the utility of it. You are looking for a solution and avoiding the One who has the answer at His heart. Come to the essence of the Almighty God, and you will find abundant peace in your spirit.


	Among all of God’s benevolence; He had graciously left you with a choice of what to do. If God had created us without a choice option, all humans would have pleased Him, but we wouldn’t have been like Him. He created us through the joint decision as the Trinity confabbed in heaven by choice. Without choice, there would be no relationship because relationship thrives on it. Life would be idle and would be unassumingly a bunch of routines, and God decided to give humanity the component of God in heaven which is the gift of choice.


	“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth,” Genesis 1: 26 (KJV).


	So the man was created in the replica of God and was commissioned to enforce it on earth. Heaven is for God, and the earth is for men who are in a relationship with the God of heaven. Because the relationship is a choice, that is the reason God related to the man in the Garden of Eden. Because the decision was a principal element of the life of man, he was so designed to always crave for a relationship between him and the Superior Being. It is a vacancy that existed only to be filled by the Almighty God because when He dwells fully in a man, the selfish choice is deluged off. Choice creates a craving for relating with God, whom when is rightly sought, fills the seeker with all that the seeker would need to be blanked off from the strings of other choices that gauge on all men, for so were they created.


	God placed the first man and woman in the Garden of Eden and blessed them with all blessing and richly so with the gift of choice. All that would make or mar their lives were also proximate to them to which the instrument of positive choice was to be deployed to master all of them. So it was sure that God knew where He placed Adam, in the Garden of Eden.


	The choice is empowered whenever an instruction is given. The contest of choice begins with an instruction. As there is no sin without the law, so also there is no choice without the instruction and options. The day God gave Adam the blueprint and map of the Garden of Eden was the same day choice was birthed.


	“And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die,” Genesis 2: 15-17 (KJV).


	If God knew that the tree of good and evil was critical to the success of humanity on earth, why leave it in the Garden where He placed man? It was to evolve the nature of God, which is characterized by will and choice. The human being is a creation of a will. You may have once reasoned this same question. Yes, no one has provided you with the answer you desired. You sometimes wish God would come down and speak tête-à-tête with you or a voice will talk from the blues to you. Sometimes, the foolish devil harps on this to impose offensive mindset in people who provide him with the opportunity: “how worthless you seem,” the devil would suggest, and your mind echoes it. Don’t beware the devil. Tell him God is invariably in his right mind whenever He deals with you. This was where the battle of humanity with God on one side and the devil, on the other hand, took off. Your situation and circumstance are not new concepts on earth. God has been dealing with more severe issues than whatever you think is your experience; it has been the business of God’s dealing with mankind. Don’t lay hold on what the devil may tune your mind to believe that your present unsavory state is an isolated case because of the lack of care of the God of heaven. Such a state of affairs existed with Adam where he was located in the midst of the good and evil trees. The Israelites were planted in the middle of eight enemy nations.


	“Now these are the nations which the LORD left, to prove Israel by them, even as many of Israel as had not known all the wars of Canaan; Only that the generations of the children of Israel might know, to teach them war, at the least such as before knew nothing thereof; Namely, five lords of the Philistines, and all the Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites that dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount Baalhermon unto the entering in of Hamath. And they were to prove Israel by them, to know whether they would hearken unto the commandments of the LORD, which he commanded their fathers by the hand of Moses. And the children of Israel dwelt among the Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, and Hivites, and Jebusites,” Judges 3:1-5 (KJV).


	God should have decided to kill all of these enemies for the sake of Israel. But He left them to prove them. It was a test of choice. The many problems we have had with our circumstances are versed in the failure of knowing the reason they existed. The day we realize why we are where we are and know what and how to do to get out, our troubles would be resolved. God decided that if Israel received a perpetual peace and goodness, it would be dangerous to hold her accountable for her choices. Then He made a tick on the opportunity by allowing eight enemies to hold out and grow with them. You are growing up in every area of your life, and the same enemies you have been tackling since you were born are not waning down but rather seem empowered by the day. It has been for a purpose.


	“When goods increase, they are increased that eat them: and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the beholding of them with their eyes?,” Ecclesiastes 5:11 (KJV).


	We had said that relationship is the primary intention of God when He implanted choice in His dealing with the first man. No doubt, God had wanted a continued relationship with Adam, and by extension, mankind than the one volunteered by the man. The wrong application of choice battered and severed the connection and threw humanity to more dangerous decisions of life. The instruction was given to Adam before Eve visited the Garden. If there were any question about what God actually meant by the directive, a spell of twenty-four hours at most would have brought God to the Garden and the crisp straightened out. God’s answer would have helped the situation and saved mankind from this untoward scene, and that would have reinforced the relationship between God and humanity. But Adam failed to recess into this, and the aftermath was disastrous. It should have come home on Adam that the morning visits of God were because God demanded a relationship or fellowship with him: the single determination of making him. Anything that would take the man from this relationship would open him to disasters. To put the man in check, God employs several tactics, even if it intends to use the enemy as in the example of the Israelites. Apostle Paul healed several diseases during his apostleship but had a severe sore on him on which he sought the face of God but to no avail. The Great Healer was not interested in healing the beloved Apostle Paul, who was doing great work for God; a man who was ready to die for the sake of the gospel. His missionary journeys and epistles founded the present church on a sound footing through his teaching. In his days, I do not see anyone that had a greater love for the things of God than him. All these credentials did not move God to heal him. It was His choice so that Paul will establish a continued relationship with Him.


	“And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ's sake: for when I am weak, then am I strong.,” 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (KJV).


	Paul understood this working of God, and he rested on this and had peace of mind. He was able to overcome fretting after seeking God’s help and getting His response on this issue. The case was closed, and he developed a habit of a continued relationship with the Almighty God. This is the purpose our circumstances should serve. You could picture the level of zeal with a man like Paul even in the face of all the challenges that confronted him in the course of the gospel; the relationship with God grew stronger. Tell me why God would remove such things if it is apparent that they are the only things that will keep you in obedience and humility. Anything that would take you back to God is a good thing in the eyes of the Lord. The eight enemies of Israel reminded Israel of their God, and anytime they were defeated in battle was a signal that they have advanced away from the court of obedience to God. They will be so vexed to such a level that they would appreciate what it is to be of God.


	“For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose: therefore have I cried concerning this, Their strength is to sit still,” Isaiah 30: 7 (KJV).


	“I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it. But my people would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me,” Psalm 81:10, 11 (KJV).


	The enemies and circumstances of life are actually marked to lead us to God. The enemies of Israel were not to bog the Israelites down to the point of not able to lift their legs forever but to turn them into salvation. They were the signposts that should redirect them to the Rock from where they were hewed. Such circumstances, though unpalatable should signpost them to God’s friendly relationship that He established. 


	So by default of design, a man from the time after the fall of Adam was to enjoy many privileges of God with fuller dozens of challenges to tame the spirit of complacency and negligent routines in the management of the relationship with his Maker. With this, we will desire to be filled with His very nature and reinforce our relationship on a sound footing, and God would commit other privileges to our hands to enjoy for our good. Every relationship has rewards as it is with God. It will be in vain to blame others for your state and condition. Yes, they may be responsible, but please look inwards. Once you establish a relationship with your God, no doubt, more in-depth and more significant things will be opened to you.


	The moments of running up and down are actually moments you should seek God and refresh the relationship. To make the right choice, you need to enlist in what God ministers to you in the connection of seeking Him and from it should emanate your choice; guiding it with all might because the devil would not ask you to act thus. This is strategic to overcoming your challenges.


	God knows where you are and whatever your experiences are. God is merciful, but He does not owe you an apology for doing what He chooses to do: may be silent and not acting the way you may wish. He knows the enemies that are tracking your path and not having dealt with them according to your desires, does not make Him inferior or powerless. He is the custodian of the universe. You must remember that God does not see the way you see. There is no way the image of a thing can be the thing itself. Nobody can sell or trade with the shadow of anything, no matter how beautiful and expensive the real object is. God is God, and He is not duty-bound to answer at every pinch time you desire an answer. He has His time, and yours is different. This is the beginning of trouble: the time you place God side by side with you and thinks that God thinks the same way you think and behaves the same way you do. He is Almighty God. He only puts a part of His in us: the likeness and the image. God knows where the enemy is attacking from and if He has not done anything does not mean He would not. Everything about life has phase and size in time. He may choose not to do anything if that has a superior weight on His scale.


	“But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me,” 2 Kings 19:27 (KJV).


	God has not missed track of events around your life. He knew where Adam was when He called in the garden. He knows where you are and what is running through your mind, despite He had not called. God intentionally allowed some things to happen so that through them you can evolve into the person He wants you to be. Take Joseph as an example and examine all he had to pass through to the defense of the calling and his destiny. In the battle of life, concentrate on the relationship with your God, how the relationship can endure, and God would concentrate on how He could preserve you and your inheritance. Once the connection is right, the right choice would surely avail itself.


	“In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears,” Psalm 18: 6 (KJV).


	It may be evident that your condition is no longer enjoyable. You are really distressed, but in this, you must run after the Lord. You need Him to survive the harsh weather condition of life. David cried to God that could manage him out of distress. One distinct item of life’s gifts from the lot that God’s benevolence has made available to us use is hope. Many are alive because of the assertive hope that refused to be frustrated. The day the confidence of the hopeful is attacked and succumbed, the end would have come to that one. David recognized that his distress went through the relationship question.


	“Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins,” Psalm 25:18 (KJV).


	Any conflict of choice of what to do should be a recluse into the relationship arena with your God, who is ever ready to take you up to His heart. At His heart is the solution to your challenges and until you find your place there and His place in your heart, you could be prolonging the days of your distress. How long would you be distressed?


	“Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desolations; even all that the enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary. Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations; they set up their ensigns for signs. A man was famous according as he had lifted up axes upon the thick trees. But now they break down the carved work thereof at once with axes and hammers. They have cast fire into thy sanctuary, they have defiled by casting down the dwelling place of thy name to the ground. They said in their hearts, Let us destroy them together: they have burned up all the synagogues of God in the land. We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neither is there among us any that knoweth how long. God, how long shall the adversary reproach? Shall the enemy blaspheme thy name for ever? Why withdrawest thou thy hand, even thy right hand? Pluck it out of thy bosom. For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth,” Psalm 74:3-14 (KJV).


	When the enemy invaded the Temple of the Lord, they destroyed the evidence of the honor and fame of God’s people that were in the Temple. All that they painfully gathered in the Temple were brought down by the enemy in a match. The enemy also contemplated killing them after destroying the things that made them famous among men. The tragedy of the situation that they found themselves was of the kind that they do not know how long the marauding will last before a reprieve would come their way. No more saying prophet, who could speak to them the counsel of God. David went back to God to establish a relationship with the God of Israel. David’s bonding with God would give a hint of how long is the crises of hope. God would step in for the sake of His name and above all, He will provide them with the strength to ramp up again, and the once famous among them with the use of the axes would become famous again when peace finally comes their way. This is what relationship with God does to God’s people.


	It is certain that the challenges of life are not new and they are not exclusive to anyone. Everyone shares in them according to their measures. But in all of these, we must find out where we are and realign with the God who treasures our relationship with Him. God is proposing a relationship with all the peoples of the world, and your challenge is a caller to that realignment.


	God knew that the elements that could sever His relationship with Adam were present with him in the Garden, but He did nothing to eliminate them. God decided where you should be born and therefore He had a reason for it. Anything you physically have not contributed to and have no control over, albeit no other human does, stands merely as God’s gauge of choice. He was aware when you were born to a family that has a curse going. He knows you were born of a witch or a wizard if you think that is your case and source of problems. If there is a curse going in your family that you never contributed to, He knows, and He decided to place you there still. He knows the number of the enemies that your generation has produced and those that are fighting your destiny presently. He knows how weak and frail you are and how many times you almost wanted to resign to fate; He knows all. He knows the friends you take as enemies and the enemies you consider as friends. He knows all. He is pining for a relationship with you to assign you in command because you are going on instincts and hearsays and they are not playing for you. He wanted you to go to the secret chamber of His heart since many years ago, but you would none of these. So where are you now?


	“And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?” Genesis 3: 9 (KJV).


	God was aware immediately Adam and Eve defiled the commandment and themselves. Yet He went to seek their hands in the relationship because He created them for that purpose. He then asked their whereabouts, but the lost could not give the exact latitudes and longitudes of their location in the relationship map. God knew that He placed them among several trees and places that could be hideouts for them and still wanted to find out from them by asking: where are you?


	God intentionally placed you on earth in the midst of several enemies who were already strong and doing exploits for the devil before you were born. He did not kill them all before you were born to make the place safer for you. Your loving Father knows that also.  In the thick of all of these, He wants your choice to fetch you to power. The decision is always yours to make. He needed to encounter you on your present location because you have several options to cook and to spark the ignition of a refreshed relationship, you must refresh your recognition of where you are. The question becomes more relevant today because He no longer finds you within the scope of His will; the will strings together the seesaw relationship. Thus, when the Lord takes the question of ‘Where are you?’, He means several things:


	ARE YOU EXPOSED TO THE ENEMY?


	Because God knows the midst of the people He placed you, He expects that you will exercise great restraint in your dealings in their midst. He hopes that you will treasure your secrets and hold them to your heart because the enemy would want to have them as much as possible. The exposure is not because you are in the midst of the enemies, but it is because you have taken them to the secret altar of your life. You must guide your tongue and your actions; these are the ways you can be exposed to the enemy.


	“And Saul's uncle said unto him and to his servant, Whither went ye? And he said, To seek the asses: and when we saw that they were no where, we came to Samuel. And Saul's uncle said, Tell me, I pray thee, what Samuel said unto you. And Saul said unto his uncle, He told us plainly that the asses were found. But of the matter of the kingdom, whereof Samuel spake, he told him not,” 1 Samuel 10:14-16 (KJV).


	Because you don’t see beyond the smiles on the faces of people, you must be careful of what you say in their midst. Be led because you may even mistake an enemy for a friend and vice versa. This is the reason relationship with the Lord is vital and is indispensable. King Saul refused to divulge the prophecy of the kingship or royal stool to the uncle. It would have invited a household war against him, and he might have lost the monarchy to his uncle or his older children. He kept sealed lips.


	“I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me,” Psalm 39:1 (KJV).


	This wisdom is what David got from his relationship with the God of the universe. The sense of triumph is in the heart of the Lord, and until you get there you may not have access to it; it is principal to overcoming your challenges. Thus, you could be exposed to the enemy through what you say, and therefore, you must be guided on this. This was how the first family played into the hands of the devil through the rattling lips of Eve. The secrets of God are not open to everyone and such if they are, they could no longer be secrets. It is a legal privilege of those that are in a relationship with God to know the secrets. If Eve had avoided the company of the serpent, certainly the devil would not have had a chance of twisting the secret given to them. They became exposed and brought into the inglorious phase of life that God didn’t choose for them. The inevitable outcome of their choice brought them to a cursed and distressed life.


	The second domain where the enemy works on exposure is in your action. Hezekiah was ill, and God healed him by courtesy of the abundant mercy and grace that he contacted through his prayers. The neighboring nations, including the enemy nations, were sending goodwill messages to him. One day an enemy King sent his greetings to him, and outside the visit, Hezekiah took the emissary into the storehouses where precious things and the riches of his household and inheritance of the fathers were kept to the full assessment glare of the enemies. His action exposed all that he had and the strength that is available to prosecute the war against an invading enemy.


	“At that time Berodachbaladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick. And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not. Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country, even from Babylon. And he said, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All the things that are in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them. And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the LORD. Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried into Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD. And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of the LORD which thou hast spoken. And he said, Is it not good, if peace and truth be in my days?” 2Kings 20: 12-19 (KJV).


	The action of Hezekiah laid in store for his children evil days ahead of them for what they know zilch about. Surprisingly Hezekiah trivialized the judgment that is awaiting his children by supposing that as far as it does not happen in his days that there is no problem with that. So Hezekiah’s children could be given birth to and find themselves into a destiny-crush because of the actions of their father that does not even reckon that their wellbeing was a priority for him. The fates of children were already being uncovered to the enemy ahead of them because of the actions and inactions of their father. This is the reason your relationship with God is primordial because life is per head. Your security and safety are in purchasing into a relationship with God. You must necessitate holding onto God’s secret, and treat such in the high value and be passionate about them. You must guard them jealously. Eve took the serpent around and directing, as she explained the secret command of God to a very unassuming, patient and un-interrupting enemy of their destinies. Our actions must demonstrate that God is the giver of all that we have and must be careful of showing off our efforts and skills. The secrets of our lives divulged and showmanship attitude are launching pads for the enemy’s attack. Accept that you have been exposed to the enemy through your tongue and activities? God is seeking your whereabouts.
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