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Disclaimer

This publication, The Daily Catholic Missal 2026: The Complete Daily Catholic Missal 2026, is intended as a devotional and educational resource designed to assist readers in prayerfully participating in the Sacred Liturgy of the Catholic Church throughout the 2026 liturgical year. Every effort has been made to present the liturgical calendar, readings, prayers, feast days, and reflections with reverence, clarity, and fidelity to the Roman Catholic tradition.

Scripture passages contained in this work are presented in a traditional devotional format for personal prayer and study. Readers are encouraged to consult officially approved liturgical texts and diocesan publications for parish use, public proclamation, or formal liturgical celebrations. Variations may exist between dioceses, regions, religious orders, and local episcopal conferences regarding memorials, feast observances, holy days of obligation, and liturgical adaptations.

This book is not an official publication of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), the Vatican, or any diocesan authority unless otherwise explicitly stated by the publisher. It is not intended to replace the official Roman Missal, Lectionary, Liturgy of the Hours, or other authorized liturgical books required for use during Mass or other sacramental celebrations.

The reflections, introductions, devotional notes, and pastoral commentary included throughout this book are intended solely for spiritual encouragement and personal meditation. They do not constitute official doctrinal definitions, pastoral directives, theological rulings, or canonical guidance. Readers seeking authoritative teaching on matters of Catholic doctrine, sacramental practice, morality, or canon law should consult the Catechism of the Catholic Church, their parish priest, spiritual director, or competent Church authority.

While every reasonable effort has been made to ensure accuracy in dates, readings, liturgical colors, feast days, and formatting, occasional typographical errors, omissions, calendar adjustments, or regional differences may occur. The publisher and contributors disclaim responsibility for unintended inaccuracies or subsequent liturgical revisions issued after publication.

This book is offered with sincere respect for the Sacred Liturgy and with the hope that it may deepen readers’ love for Holy Scripture, the Eucharist, prayer, and the life of the Church. May it serve as a humble companion in the spiritual journey toward Christ.



HOW TO USE THIS MISSAL

Welcome. You are holding a companion for one of the most beautiful journeys a human soul can make — the daily encounter with God through the sacred liturgy of the Catholic Church. Before you bring this book to Mass or open it in the quiet of your morning, take a few minutes to read these pages. They will save you confusion and open the door to a far richer experience.

​USING THIS MISSAL AT SUNDAY MASS

SUNDAY MASS MOVES IN a gentle rhythm once you know its shape. Here is how to follow along:

Before Mass begins, find the current Sunday in the Table of Contents or the Liturgical Calendar at the front. Each Sunday is listed by its season and week — for example, Third Sunday of Advent or Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time. Turn to that page and place a finger there, or use the ribbon bookmark provided.

Step 1 — The Introductory Rites. When the priest and ministers process to the altar, the Mass begins. You will find the Entrance Antiphon at the top of your Sunday's page. This is the verse that sets the spiritual tone for that particular celebration. Some parishes sing a hymn instead; either way, follow along in your heart.

Step 2 — The Liturgy of the Word. This is where the missal becomes your closest companion. You will find three readings: the First Reading (almost always from the Old Testament on Sundays), the Responsorial Psalm (which you pray responsively with the cantor), and the Second Reading (from the New Testament letters). After these, the Gospel is proclaimed. All four are printed in full on your Sunday's pages — simply read along as they are proclaimed aloud.

Step 3 — The Liturgy of the Eucharist. The Mass now moves into its most sacred portion. Turn to the section marked Order of Mass, which is the fixed, unchanging text used at every Mass. Here you will find all the responses, the Preface dialogue, the Eucharistic Prayer options, and the Communion rite. These pages do not change from week to week.

Step 4 — Dismissal. After the final blessing, the priest dismisses the assembly. A brief Concluding Antiphon may be printed at the close of your Sunday's entry. The Mass is ended — go in peace.

​USING THIS MISSAL AT WEEKDAY MASS

DAILY MASS IS SHORTER and moves more quickly than Sunday Mass, but this missal keeps pace with you.

Step 1. Locate the weekday in the Proper of Time or the Proper of Saints. Weekdays are listed simply by date and liturgical week — for example, Tuesday, Week III of Ordinary Time or January 20 — Saint Sebastian, Martyr.

Step 2. On a weekday, there are only two readings: a First Reading and a Gospel. The Responsorial Psalm sits between them. Follow the same pattern as Sunday — read along as the lector proclaims.

Step 3. For the Order of Mass, use the same fixed pages you use on Sunday. Daily Mass shares the same structure; it simply moves with greater brevity.

A practical tip: Many daily Mass-goers place two bookmarks — one in the Proper readings for the day, and one permanently in the Order of Mass. This single habit will make you feel entirely at home within a week.

​USING THIS MISSAL FOR PRIVATE DAILY PRAYER AT HOME

THIS MISSAL WAS NOT designed only for the pew. It is equally a book of private prayer, and many of the most faithful Catholics you will ever meet begin and end their days with it.

Morning Prayer: Open to the day's readings. Read the First Reading slowly, as if it were a personal letter written to you by God. Then pray the Responsorial Psalm aloud or in a whisper — the Psalms were always meant to be voiced. Read the Gospel. Sit quietly for two or three minutes. Ask yourself: What is God saying to me today through these words?

The Collect: Each day's page includes a short prayer called the Collect — the opening prayer of that day's Mass. This single prayer is a compressed gem of Catholic theology and devotion. Pray it on your own. It will anchor your day to the Church's intention.

Evening Prayer: Return to the day's page. Re-read the Gospel verse. Close with the day's Concluding Prayer or a Marian antiphon. You have just prayed in union with Catholics all over the world who celebrated the same liturgy that day. That is not a small thing.

​THE LITURGICAL CALENDAR: A SIMPLE EXPLANATION

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH does not follow the January-to-December calendar when it comes to worship. It follows its own sacred calendar, the Liturgical Year, which begins each year in late November or early December with the season of Advent.

The year is divided into seasons, each with its own color, focus, and spiritual character:


●  Violet/Purple — Advent and Lent. Seasons of preparation, longing, and repentance.

●  White or Gold — Christmas and Easter. Seasons of joy and celebration.

●  Red — Palm Sunday, Good Friday, Pentecost, and feasts of martyrs. The color of the Holy Spirit and of sacrifice.

●  Green — Ordinary Time. The long seasons of growth and discipleship.



Within these seasons, the calendar includes Solemnities (the highest-ranking feasts, such as Christmas or the Assumption), Feasts (important celebrations of the Lord, Mary, and the Apostles), and Memorials (days honoring saints, either obligatory or optional).

In 2026, the Church follows Sunday Cycle A for the Sunday readings — the cycle of Matthew's Gospel — and Weekday Cycle II for the daily readings. This missal has been verified and compiled precisely for this year. You will never find yourself on the wrong page.

​GLOSSARY SIDEBAR: FIVE WORDS EVERY MISSAL USER SHOULD KNOW

COLLECT — The opening prayer of Mass, "collected" on behalf of the whole assembly. It changes every day and captures the spiritual theme of the celebration.

Proper — The parts of Mass that change from day to day or season to season — the readings, antiphons, and Collect. Think: proper to this day.

Ordinary — The parts of Mass that stay the same at every celebration — the Gloria, the Creed, the Sanctus, the Agnus Dei. Think: ordinarily always here.

Responsorial Psalm — A Psalm sung or recited between the First and Second readings. The cantor or lector sings the verses; the congregation sings or says the Response, which is printed in bold in this missal.

Alleluia — A Hebrew word meaning Praise God. Sung before the Gospel as an acclamation of joy. During Lent, it is replaced by a different acclamation, since Alleluia is laid aside as a form of fasting.

INTRODUCTION
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AN INVITATION TO THE LITURGICAL YEAR
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There is a quiet revolution that happens in the life of a Catholic who learns to live by the Church's calendar rather than the world's.

The world's calendar is driven by deadlines, fiscal quarters, school terms, and holiday sales. It moves fast, it forgets quickly, and it rarely asks the soul to stop and consider what any of it means. The liturgical year moves differently. It breathes. It circles back. It remembers everything. It begins in darkness and longing, moves through the blinding joy of a birth in Bethlehem, walks the long road of discipleship, descends into the grief of Golgotha, and rises — always rises — into the light of Easter morning. Then it breathes again. Year after year, the Church invites you into the same sacred story, and year after year, if you let it, that story goes deeper into you.

This book exists to help you live that story fully.

​WHAT THE LITURGICAL YEAR IS, AND WHY IT MATTERS

THE LITURGICAL YEAR is the Catholic Church's sacred ordering of time. It is the way the Church, as the Body of Christ, re-presents — makes present again — the mysteries of salvation throughout the course of twelve months. It is not a commemoration in the way that a national holiday commemorates a past event, as though the event were simply being remembered from a safe historical distance. The liturgy, the Church teaches, actually makes the saving mysteries present. When you attend Mass on Easter Sunday, you are not merely recalling the Resurrection as a historical fact. You are participating in it. The veil between past and present, between heaven and earth, becomes thin in the sacred liturgy.

This changes everything about how a Catholic relates to time. The week is no longer just five days of work and two days of rest. It is a pilgrimage from Sunday to Sunday, from Eucharist to Eucharist. The year is no longer just twelve months on a page. It is a spiritual journey from Advent's hopeful darkness to the final, triumphant feast of Christ the King.

When you know this — when you feel it rather than merely understand it — you begin to notice that the secular calendar has very little to offer the soul. It can organize your appointments. It cannot order your life around what is true and eternal. The liturgical year can.

​THE BEAUTY OF LIVING BY A SACRED CALENDAR

THERE IS SOMETHING extraordinarily countercultural about the Catholic who carries a missal. In a world that has largely forgotten how to wait, Advent teaches us to wait with purpose. In a world that has forgotten how to mourn, Lent teaches us that grief before God is holy. In a world that celebrates once and moves on, the Easter season lasts fifty days — because the Resurrection, the Church insists, cannot be contained in a single morning.

Living by the liturgical calendar means your interior life is never left to drift. There is always a season, always a meaning, always an invitation. You know where you are. You know what the Church is asking of you. You know that today's reading was chosen not by accident but by the wisdom of centuries of prayer. That knowledge is a gift. In a world of noise and distraction, it is a rare and stabilizing gift.

This missal is your map. Not a roadmap that removes the mystery of the journey, but the kind that tells you which road you are on and reminds you why you set out in the first place.

​HOW THIS MISSAL WAS BUILT

EVERY PAGE OF THIS missal has been carefully prepared for the specific liturgical year that begins in Advent 2025 and runs through the close of the liturgical year in late November 2026. The readings have been drawn from the approved Lectionary, verified against the liturgical calendar, and arranged so that you can find any given day's Mass within seconds.

The Sunday readings follow Cycle A — the Year of Matthew. If you have used a Catholic missal in prior years and found yourself on a different cycle, this is the correct volume for 2026. Matthew's Gospel, with its emphasis on the Church, on discipleship, on the Kingdom of Heaven, will be your companion at Sunday Mass all year long.

The weekday readings follow Weekday Cycle II, the second year of the two-year cycle of daily readings. This means the specific First Readings you hear at daily Mass this year are different from those you heard last year, though the Gospels rotate on their own pattern. Everything in this volume has been set precisely for this year.

Feasts, Solemnities, and the memorials of the saints have all been incorporated with their correct proper texts. When a feast day falls on a Sunday or displaces an ordinary weekday, this missal notes the change clearly and guides you to the correct page. You will not be caught off guard. That was one of the central commitments in building this book: that you would never feel lost.

​A PERSONAL WORD TO YOU, THE READER

THIS BOOK WAS DESIGNED so that you never feel lost at Mass again.

That sentence contains more than a practical promise. It contains a pastoral one. There are Catholics who have attended Mass for decades and still feel like outsiders during the liturgy — unsure when to sit, uncertain which response comes next, unclear why the vestments changed color or why the priest is saying something different from last week. That feeling is not a reflection of weak faith. It is simply the result of never having been given a proper guide.

And there are newcomers — people drawn to the beauty of the Mass, perhaps engaged to a Catholic, perhaps returning after years away, perhaps simply curious — who sit in the pew and watch a ritual they sense is deeply meaningful, but cannot yet enter. This book is for them too. Perhaps most of all.

Whatever your history, whatever your fluency with the liturgy, this missal meets you where you are. You may use it as a complete guide to Sunday and daily Mass. You may use it as a book of personal prayer, bringing the Church's daily readings into your morning quiet. You may use it as a year-long companion, following the sacred seasons from Advent to Christ the King, letting the Church's rhythm become your own.

However you use it, know this: every page was written in the conviction that the sacred liturgy is not a performance to be watched, but a mystery to be entered. This missal is the door. Come in.
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​LITURGICAL PRIMER: UNDERSTANDING THE SACRED SEASONS
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​ADVENT: THE SEASON OF HOLY LONGING

Liturgical Color: Violet | Begins: November 29, 2025 | Ends: December 24, 2025

Advent arrives each year before the world is ready for it — which is precisely the point. While the secular world has been celebrating Christmas since October, the Church asks its faithful to stop, to wait, and to long. Not because waiting is pleasant, but because what we are waiting for is worth it.

Advent is a season of holy darkness and holy hope. Its four weeks hold two distinct but related movements: a looking forward to the celebration of Christ's first coming at Bethlehem, and a more urgent looking forward to His final coming at the end of time. The ancient cry of Advent, Maranatha — Come, Lord Jesus — is not nostalgic. It is urgent, expectant, almost impatient. It is the cry of a world that knows something is missing and knows Who alone can fill the absence.

The liturgical color of violet speaks of royalty approached with penitence, of a king whose arrival demands that we prepare ourselves. In 2026, the Sundays of Advent in Cycle A give us the prophetic thunder of Isaiah, the wilderness preaching of John the Baptist, and the quiet, astonishing faith of Joseph. The spiritual invitation of Advent is simple and demanding in equal measure: slow down, stay awake, and want God.

​CHRISTMAS: THE SEASON OF INCARNATE JOY

LITURGICAL COLOR: WHITE and Gold | Begins: December 25, 2025 | Ends: January 11, 2026 (The Baptism of the Lord)

Christmas in the liturgical sense is not a single day — it is a season, and the Church intends that its joy should not be extinguished by the morning of December 26th. The Christmas season runs for nearly three weeks, carrying the faithful from the wonder of the Nativity through the visit of the Magi, through the tenderness of the Holy Family, and finally to the Jordan River, where Jesus is baptized and the Father's voice breaks open the sky: This is my beloved Son.

The theological heart of Christmas is the Incarnation — the staggering mystery that the eternal God, the Word through whom all things were made, took on human flesh and entered human time. He did not hover above our condition. He entered it completely: born in poverty, placed in a feeding trough, worshipped by shepherds who smelled of their work. The Christmas liturgy holds this mystery with reverent joy. White and gold are its colors — not the pale white of winter, but the radiant white of divine glory made visible.

The spiritual invitation of Christmas is to receive what the shepherds and Magi received: not a doctrine, but a Person. Come and see.

​ORDINARY TIME I: THE SEASON OF DISCIPLESHIP BEGINS

LITURGICAL COLOR: GREEN | Approximately January 12 – March 3, 2026

Ordinary Time is the most misunderstood name in the liturgical calendar. It does not mean boring, routine, or spiritually uneventful. The word ordinary comes from the Latin ordinalis — referring to the numbered, ordered weeks. These are the counted weeks, the weeks of growth.

The first brief stretch of Ordinary Time falls between the Christmas season and the beginning of Lent. It is a quiet, generous season — the weeks in which the Gospels show us Jesus beginning His public ministry: calling His disciples, healing the sick, preaching the Kingdom. The green of Ordinary Time is the green of living things, of growth, of a vine putting out new shoots. It is a color of patient, steady, ordinary holiness — which turns out to be the most demanding holiness of all.

The invitation of Ordinary Time is the invitation Jesus extended on the shores of Galilee: Follow me. Not into extraordinary circumstances, necessarily. Into ordinary days, lived with extraordinary attention to God.

​LENT: THE SEASON OF SACRED REPENTANCE

LITURGICAL COLOR: VIOLET | Ash Wednesday: February 18, 2026 | Ends: Holy Thursday evening, April 2, 2026

Lent begins with a gesture of magnificent honesty. On Ash Wednesday, the priest marks your forehead with ash and speaks words that no other religion and no secular philosophy will say directly to your face: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. The Catholic Church begins its most solemn season not with optimism, but with truth.

Lent is forty days — recalling the forty days Jesus spent in the desert, the forty years Israel wandered before entering the Promised Land, the forty days of Noah's flood. In the tradition of the Church, forty is the number of transformation through trial. Lent is not a season of gloom for its own sake; it is a season of serious preparation, of stripping away what is false so that what is real can be seen clearly.

Its three pillars — prayer, fasting, and almsgiving — are not acts of self-punishment. They are acts of reorientation. Fasting teaches the body who is master. Prayer reminds the soul where home is. Almsgiving breaks the grip of the material world and opens the hands and heart. Together, they prepare the whole person to arrive at Easter not merely informed about the Resurrection, but genuinely transformed by it.

In 2026, the Sunday Gospels of Lent in Cycle A include some of the most beloved and theologically dense passages in all of Scripture: the Transfiguration, the Woman at the Well, the Man Born Blind, and the Raising of Lazarus. These are not accidental choices. They map the journey from darkness to light, from thirst to living water, from blindness to sight, from death to life. The spiritual invitation of Lent is unflinching: Look honestly at yourself, and let God look honestly at you.

​HOLY WEEK: ENTERING THE MYSTERY OF THE PASSION

LITURGICAL COLOR: RED (Palm Sunday and Good Friday); Violet (Monday–Wednesday); White (Holy Thursday); Black or Violet (Good Friday option)

Palm Sunday: April 5, 2026 | Holy Thursday: April 2, 2026 | Good Friday: April 3, 2026 | Holy Saturday: April 4, 2026

There is no week in the Catholic year that asks more of the faithful, and no week that gives more in return. Holy Week is not a series of liturgical events to attend; it is a sacred drama to enter, to inhabit, to allow to break you open.

It begins in triumph. On Palm Sunday, the Church reenacts Jesus's entry into Jerusalem, the crowd spreading cloaks on the road, shouting Hosanna. But the triumphal tone darkens almost immediately — the same Mass includes the proclamation of the Passion narrative in full. The juxtaposition is deliberate and shattering. The crowd that shouts Hosanna on Sunday will shout Crucify him by Friday. The Church asks you to sit with that truth about the human heart — including your own.

The Sacred Triduum — Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday — forms the absolute heart of the liturgical year. These three days are treated by the Church not as three separate events but as one continuous act of worship: the Passover of the Lord. At Holy Thursday's Mass of the Lord's Supper, the Church celebrates the institution of the Eucharist and the priesthood with unparalleled intimacy and gratitude. On Good Friday, the Church does not celebrate Mass; it stands in silence at the foot of the Cross, venerating the wood on which hung the salvation of the world. Holy Saturday is a day of stillness, of waiting at the tomb.

Then, at the Easter Vigil on Saturday night, darkness yields to flame, and the most ancient hymn of the Church rises into the night air: Exsultet. The invitation of Holy Week cannot be summarized. It can only be accepted.

​EASTER: THE FIFTY DAYS OF RESURRECTION

LITURGICAL COLOR: WHITE and Gold | Easter Sunday: April 5, 2026 | Ends: Pentecost Sunday, May 24, 2026

The Catholic Church celebrates Easter not for a day, not for a weekend, but for fifty days — a week of weeks, plus one. This extravagance is intentional. The Resurrection is not an event that can be contained in a single morning's celebration. It is the axis on which all of human history turns. It requires time to absorb, to inhabit, to let reshape everything. The fifty days of Easter are a season of sustained, overflowing joy. The word Alleluia — suppressed entirely during Lent — returns at the Easter Vigil like a river breaking through a dam, and it saturates the entire season. The readings at Sunday Mass move through the Acts of the Apostles, showing what happens to human beings who have encountered the Risen Christ: they are bold, they share what they have, they suffer gladly, they cannot stop speaking of what they have seen.

Ascension Thursday falls forty days into the Easter season (May 14, 2026 in 2026 — or transferred to the following Sunday in some regions). Pentecost arrives on the fiftieth day, when the Holy Spirit descends upon the disciples and the Church is born into its mission. The spiritual invitation of Easter is both a gift and a commission: You have been raised with Christ. Now live like it.

​ORDINARY TIME II: THE LONG SEASON OF GROWTH

LITURGICAL COLOR: GREEN | Approximately May 25 – November 28, 2026

The second and longer stretch of Ordinary Time spans nearly six months — more than half the liturgical year. It is in this season that the Church does the patient, unglamorous, essential work of formation. There are no great dramatic feasts on the immediate horizon. There is only the Gospel, proclaimed week after week, slowly changing the person who listens to it with an open heart.

In Cycle A, the Ordinary Time Sundays draw deeply from Matthew's Gospel, with its rich collection of parables — the Sower, the Weeds and the Wheat, the Mustard Seed, the Pearl of Great Price, the Unmerciful Servant, the Laborers in the Vineyard, and the great parables of judgment that bring the liturgical year toward its close. Matthew's Jesus is demanding and compassionate in equal measure. He teaches in images drawn from everyday life — farming, fishing, commerce, family — and each parable is a small explosive device, quietly detonating assumptions and demanding a response.

Scattered throughout Ordinary Time are the great Solemnities and Feasts that punctuate the green season with moments of particular celebration: the Most Holy Trinity (June 7, 2026), the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ — Corpus Christi (June 14, 2026), the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (August 15, 2026), All Saints (November 1, 2026), and the solemnity that closes the liturgical year with majestic finality: Christ the King (November 22, 2026).

The spiritual invitation of Ordinary Time is perhaps the most quietly radical of all: Stay. Keep showing up. Let the Word do its slow, deep work in you. Most of the Christian life is lived here — not in the dramatic moments, but in the faithful, ordinary, repeated returning to prayer, to the Eucharist, to the Scriptures, to the community of the Church. That faithfulness, the liturgy insists, is not ordinary at all. It is the stuff of which saints are made.

The readings, antiphons, and prayers for every day of this liturgical year follow on the pages ahead. May they become for you not merely words on a page, but living encounters with the God who speaks, who acts, who saves — and who meets you, every day, in the sacred liturgy of His Church.

​PART I: THE ORDER OF MASS
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​THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
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These rites open the Mass and prepare the assembly to hear God's Word and celebrate the Eucharist. They begin when the priest and ministers process to the altar.

[All stand as the priest and ministers enter. The Entrance Antiphon or a hymn may be sung.]

The priest venerates the altar with a kiss. He then goes to the chair.

​THE SIGN OF THE CROSS

PRIEST: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

​

THE GREETING

PRIEST: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And with your spirit.

Or:

Priest: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

All: And with your spirit.

Or:

Priest: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

​THE PENITENTIAL ACT

THE PRIEST INVITES the assembly to acknowledge their sins.

Priest: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

[Brief silence]

FORM I — THE CONFITEOR

All: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,

[Strike breast three times:]

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Amen.

FORM II — THE DIALOGUE

Priest: Have mercy on us, O Lord.

All: For we have sinned against you.

Priest: Show us, O Lord, your mercy.

All: And grant us your salvation.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Amen.

FORM III — THE KYRIE INVOCATIONS

The priest or deacon makes brief invocations; the people respond:

Priest: You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: Lord, have mercy.

All: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.

All: Christ, have mercy.

Priest: You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.

All: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Amen.

Note: When Form III is used, the Kyrie is incorporated into the invocations above and is not repeated separately.

On Sundays outside of Lent and on festive occasions, the Kyrie and the Penitential Act may be replaced by the Blessing and Sprinkling of Water.

​THE KYRIE

SAID OR SUNG WHEN NOT included in Form III above.

All: Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

​THE GLORIA

SUNG OR SAID ON SUNDAYS outside of Advent and Lent, on Solemnities and Feasts, and on special celebrations. Omitted during Advent, Lent, and weekday Masses.

All: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to people of good will. We praise you, we bless you, we adore you, we glorify you, we give you thanks for your great glory, Lord God, heavenly King, O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

​THE COLLECT

THE PRIEST INVITES the assembly to pray.

Priest: Let us pray.

[Brief silence. All pray inwardly.]

The priest prays the Collect — the opening prayer proper to the day. It changes at every Mass and is found in the daily and Sunday sections of this missal. At its conclusion:

All: Amen.

[All sit.]
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​THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
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God speaks to His people. We listen, reflect, and respond.

​THE FIRST READING

A LECTOR PROCLAIMS the First Reading, taken on Sundays almost always from the Old Testament, on weekdays from the Old or New Testament.

At the conclusion:

Lector: The word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

[Remain seated]

​THE RESPONSORIAL PSALM

THE CANTOR OR LECTOR leads the Psalm. The response — printed in bold in this missal — is repeated by all.

All: [The Response is sung or said as printed for the day.]

The cantor sings or recites the verses; all repeat the Response after each verse.

​THE SECOND READING

ON SUNDAYS AND SOLEMNITIES, a second reading is proclaimed from the New Testament letters or the Book of Revelation. On weekdays, there is no Second Reading.

Lector: The word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

[All stand]

​THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

BEFORE THE GOSPEL, all stand and sing or say the Alleluia with its verse. During Lent, the Alleluia is omitted and replaced with an alternate acclamation.

Outside Lent:

All: Alleluia, Alleluia. [Gospel verse for the day] Alleluia.

During Lent:

All: [Lenten Gospel Acclamation as printed for the day] Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

​THE GOSPEL

[ALL STAND AND FACE the Gospel Book or ambo.]

Deacon or Priest: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

Deacon or Priest: A reading from the holy Gospel according to N.

All: Glory to you, O Lord.

[At these words, all trace a small cross on their forehead, lips, and heart.]

The Gospel is proclaimed.

Deacon or Priest: The Gospel of the Lord.

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

[All sit]

​

THE HOMILY

THE PRIEST OR DEACON preaches the homily, breaking open the Word proclaimed. No response is required. Listen with an open heart.

[Sit during the Homily]

​THE PROFESSION OF FAITH — THE CREED

[ALL STAND]

On Sundays and Solemnities, the Creed is professed by all.

THE NICENE CREED

All: I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible.

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through him all things were made. For us men and for our salvation he came down from heaven,

[All bow at the following words through "and became man":]

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and rose again on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE APOSTLES' CREED

May be used in place of the Nicene Creed, especially during Lent and Easter, and at Masses with children.

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

[All bow at the following words through "the Virgin Mary":]

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; on the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.

​THE UNIVERSAL PRAYER

​(Prayer of the Faithful)

THE DEACON OR LECTOR leads the intercessions. The response varies by parish; a common form is:

Lector: [Intention proclaimed]... Let us pray to the Lord.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

At the conclusion, the priest offers a closing prayer.

All: Amen.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
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The altar is the table of the Lord. We now enter the most sacred portion of the Mass.

​THE PREPARATION OF THE GIFTS

[ALL SIT AS THE GIFTS of bread and wine are brought to the altar. A collection may be taken.]

The priest prepares the gifts. He may say these prayers aloud or quietly. If aloud:

Priest: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have received the bread we offer you: fruit of the earth and work of human hands, it will become for us the bread of life.

All: Blessed be God for ever.

Priest: Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, for through your goodness we have received the wine we offer you: fruit of the vine and work of human hands, it will become our spiritual drink.

All: Blessed be God for ever.

The priest washes his hands, saying quietly:

Priest: Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.

The priest then invites the assembly:

Priest: Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

[All stand]

All: May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of his name, for our good and the good of all his holy Church.

The priest prays the Prayer over the Offerings — proper to the day — and concludes:

All: Amen.

​THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER is the great prayer of praise and consecration at the heart of the Mass. Four principal forms are provided below.

​THE PREFACE DIALOGUE

PRIEST: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

Priest: Lift up your hearts.

All: We lift them up to the Lord.

Priest: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: It is right and just.

The priest prays the Preface — a prayer of praise proper to the season or feast — then all join in:

​THE SANCTUS (HOLY, HOLY, HOLY)

ALL: HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Lord God of hosts. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

[Kneel, or sit according to local custom, after the Sanctus]

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I — THE ROMAN CANON

The oldest Eucharistic Prayer of the Roman Rite. Used especially on Sundays, Solemnities, and feasts of the Apostles and saints mentioned in the prayer.

Priest: To you, therefore, most merciful Father, we make humble prayer and petition through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord: that you accept and bless these gifts, these offerings, these holy and unblemished sacrifices, which we offer you firstly for your holy catholic Church...

[The priest continues the Roman Canon. At the words of consecration, he takes the bread:]

Priest: For on the night he was betrayed he himself took bread, and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND EAT OF IT, FOR THIS IS MY BODY, WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU.

[He elevates the consecrated Host. All adore in silence.]

[He then takes the chalice:]

Priest: In a similar way, when supper was ended, he took the chalice, and, giving you thanks, he said the blessing, and gave the chalice to his disciples, saying:

TAKE THIS, ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT, FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND ETERNAL COVENANT, WHICH WILL BE POURED OUT FOR YOU AND FOR MANY FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS. DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

[He elevates the chalice. All adore in silence.]

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER II

The shortest of the four prayers, drawn from an ancient source. Commonly used on weekdays and at Masses when brevity is appropriate.

Priest: You are indeed Holy, O Lord, the fount of all holiness. Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray, by sending down your Spirit upon them like the dewfall, so that they may become for us the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ...

[Words of consecration as above]

Priest: Therefore, as we celebrate the memorial of his Death and Resurrection, we offer you, Lord, the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation, giving thanks that you have held us worthy to be in your presence and minister to you...

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER III

A rich and complete prayer commonly used on Sundays and feasts. Its Preface varies with the liturgical season.

Priest: You are indeed Holy, O Lord, and all you have created rightly gives you praise, for through your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, by the power and working of the Holy Spirit, you give life to all things and make them holy...

[Words of consecration as above]

Priest: Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the saving Passion of your Son, his wondrous Resurrection and Ascension into heaven, and as we look forward to his second coming, we offer you in thanksgiving this holy and living sacrifice...

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER IV

The most theologically complete prayer, with a fixed Preface that cannot be changed. Used to give a fuller summary of salvation history.

Priest: We give you praise, Father most holy, for you are great and you have fashioned all your works in wisdom and in love. You formed man in your own image and entrusted the whole world to his care, so that in serving you alone, the Creator, he might have dominion over all creatures...

[Words of consecration as above]

Priest: Therefore, O Lord, as we now celebrate the memorial of our redemption, we remember Christ's Death and his descent to the realm of the dead, we proclaim his Resurrection and his Ascension to your right hand, and, as we await his coming in glory, we offer you his Body and Blood...

​THE MYSTERY OF FAITH

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE consecration, the priest invites the assembly to proclaim the Mystery of Faith.

Priest: The mystery of faith.

One of three acclamations:

Acclamation A: All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.

Acclamation B: All: When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.

Acclamation C: All: Save us, Saviour of the world, for by your Cross and Resurrection you have set us free.

The Eucharistic Prayer continues to its conclusion, ending with the Great Doxology:

Priest: Through him, and with him, and in him, O God, almighty Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honour is yours, for ever and ever.

All: Amen.

[All stand]

​THE COMMUNION RITE

​THE LORD'S PRAYER

PRIEST: At the Saviour's command and formed by divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, graciously grant peace in our days, that, by the help of your mercy, we may be always free from sin and safe from all distress, as we await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All: For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours now and for ever.

​

THE SIGN OF PEACE

PRIEST: Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; look not on our sins, but on the faith of your Church, and graciously grant her peace and unity in accordance with your will. Who live and reign for ever and ever.

All: Amen.

Priest: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All: And with your spirit.

Deacon or Priest: Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

[The assembly exchanges a gesture of peace — a handshake or bow — with those nearby.]

​THE LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI)

THE PRIEST BREAKS THE consecrated Host. The Agnus Dei is sung or said:

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

[Kneel]

​THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION

PRIEST: Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

All: Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed.

[The priest receives Communion. The faithful approach to receive. Those who are not Catholic or who are not prepared to receive Communion are warmly invited to come forward with arms crossed over the chest to receive a blessing.]

[After returning to your place, spend a few minutes in silent personal prayer of thanksgiving.]

[Sit during the distribution of Communion]

​

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

[ALL STAND]

After a period of silence or a song of praise, the priest prays the Prayer after Communion — proper to the day.

All: Amen.
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​THE CONCLUDING RITES
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The Mass ends with a blessing and a sending forth — a mission.

​ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS may be made at this time.

​THE FINAL BLESSING

PRIEST: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

Priest: May almighty God bless you, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

On certain Solemnities and occasions, a Solemn Blessing or Prayer over the People is given in place of the simple blessing. The deacon or priest says:

Deacon or Priest: Bow down for the blessing.

The priest prays the Solemn Blessing, concluding each section with:

All: Amen. (three times)

Final blessing:

Priest: And may the blessing of almighty God, the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, come down on you and remain with you for ever.

All: Amen.

​THE DISMISSAL

DEACON OR PRIEST: Go forth, the Mass is ended.

All: Thanks be to God.

Or:

Deacon or Priest: Go and announce the Gospel of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

Or:

Deacon or Priest: Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.

All: Thanks be to God.

Or:

Deacon or Priest: Go in peace.

All: Thanks be to God.

[The priest and ministers process out. The Mass is ended. You are sent.]

​

PART I: THE ORDER OF MASS
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​THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
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These rites open the Mass and prepare the assembly to hear God's Word and celebrate the Eucharist. They begin when the priest and ministers process to the altar.

[All stand as the priest and ministers enter. The Entrance Antiphon or a hymn may be sung.]

The priest venerates the altar with a kiss. He then goes to the chair.

​THE SIGN OF THE CROSS

PRIEST: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

​

THE GREETING

PRIEST: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

All: And with your spirit.

Or:

Priest: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

All: And with your spirit.

Or:

Priest: The Lord be with you.

All: And with your spirit.

​THE PENITENTIAL ACT

THE PRIEST INVITES the assembly to acknowledge their sins.

Priest: Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

[Brief silence]

FORM I — THE CONFITEOR

All: I confess to almighty God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned, in my thoughts and in my words, in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,

[Strike breast three times:]

through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault; therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Amen.

FORM II — THE DIALOGUE

Priest: Have mercy on us, O Lord.

All: For we have sinned against you.

Priest: Show us, O Lord, your mercy.

All: And grant us your salvation.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Amen.

FORM III — THE KYRIE INVOCATIONS

The priest or deacon makes brief invocations; the people respond:

Priest: You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: Lord, have mercy.

All: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.

All: Christ, have mercy.

Priest: You are seated at the right hand of the Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.

All: Lord, have mercy.

Priest: May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to everlasting life.

All: Amen.

Note: When Form III is used, the Kyrie is incorporated into the invocations above and is not repeated separately.
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