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  Chapter One


  God’s Call According To Divine Purpose





  Called To Salvation





  The truth is that God is omniscience in knowledge. Omniscience knowledge is the foreknowledge of God. Predestination is a function of this foreknowledge, for it is God’s foreknowledge that makes His predestination of man possible. Therefore, predestination is the act of demonstration of God’s ability to use His foreknowledge to determine the destiny of a man (Is.46v10). The reality of predestination begins in one's life at the point of conception or formation in the womb (fertilization of the ovary) but prior to one's birth.




  ‘’...Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained (Predestined) you,...For whom He foreknew, He also predestined (ordained) to be conformed to (inherit) the image (divine nature) of His Son,...Moreover whom He predestined,...He also called,...He also justified; and...He also glorified,… His people whom He foreknew’’(Jer.1v4, Rom.8v29-30, 9v2a).




  In other words, it is God’s foreknowledge of us and His predestination for us upon our formation in the womb to which He had called us according to His purpose for you to be justified in Christ and to be glorified with Christ (Eph.1v11). Yes, God’s call of you to salvation actually begins while you are yet in the womb and remains upon your life until you come to answer it (Gal.1v15).




  While you are still in your father’s lions, God foreknew you before your conception in the womb. At the very point of your conception in your mother’s womb, God has foreknown you, predestined you to salvation, but subject to your choice option either to be saved or not. The move for man to be saved was first made by God (Gen.3v21), but the choice option either to be saved or not has to be made by you not by God. Salvation is to whosoever that chooses to believe in the only begotten son of God, Jesus Christ (John3v15-16). Just at your formation in the womb God called you by your name to His salvation which is in Christ (Is.43v1).




  For whom He foreknew, He predestined, these He also called (Rom.8v29-30), by your name (Is.43v1) and out of Egypt (not to be of the world, even though you are in the world (Math.2v15) to answer the call of salvation through repentance (Math.9v13) and to be save by faith in Christ. So then, that you would become the called of God (one who conforms to the image of Christ) according to His purpose (Rom.8v28-29) which is to justify yourself by your faith in Christ and to glorify you into the eternal life of God through Christ’s death.




  The Purpose Of God’s Call





  The greatest definition of purpose is ‘’Why’’. That simply means the reason for a particular thing. Of course, according to Paul in his epistle to the Romans, there are two clear purpose for God’s call to man. However, this call of God is to everyone, everywhere in every generation, to every human race and to the entire mankind (Rom.9v24). In Christ, God has now called and is still calling everyone to salvation. Unfortunately, many people in the world before now and even now are yet to know why God has or is calling them to salvation. Meanwhile, the salvation of man is meant to be complete in being justified and glorified by God. In other words, to be saved is to be justified and to be glorified and these are the purpose for God’s call or calling of you (Rom.8v30).




  

    	

      To be ‘’JUSTIFIED’’:- The very first purpose why God has or is calling you is for you to be justified. Once you become born-again, saved, you also become justified. Justification is part of the whole spiritual transformation experience that does take place once you become born-again saved. This justification is gained only in Christ by faith. It is only by faith in Christ that you can be justified (Rom.3v27-28). Hence, to be justified is to be made righteous or to be imputed with the righteousness of God. If faith as defined by the scripture is to be sure of what you hoped for and to be certain of what you are yet to see, then note this fact. Faith is no faith except if it has the two fundamental ingredients that gives it effect, ‘’Substance‘’ and ‘’Evidence’’. Thus, our faith in Christ is obviously pointing at two things, ‘’His Blood’’ as the substance and ‘’His Death’’ as the evidence.


    


  




  In the Old Testament era no man could be justified or made righteous by the ‘’Law’’ but unrighteous and sinners for which reason they shed animal bloods for cleansing. The shedding of animal bloods indeed became the substance on which the Israelites hoped they would be made righteous from the unrighteousness of the law. Yet know one could be justified by the law (Gal.3v11). Today, it is no longer the same for us to be justified. Rather, our faith in Christ today is such that the substance on which we are hoped to be justified or made righteous apart from our deeds of the law is His blood that was shed for us all on the cross, the divine altar of sacrifice (Rom5v9). Thank God that to you and I who have faith in Christ, we are now justified by faith (Rom.5v1).




  

    	

      To be ‘’GLORIFIED’’:- God’s purpose of you is for you to be glorified in Christ through His death. Another part of your whole transformation experience once you are born-again, saved is that you become glorified in Christ through His death. The death of Jesus Christ is the divine and eternal evidence offered on behalf of you and I that we might be glorified. Importantly, it is by faith in Christ also that we have access to the grace in and by which we stand (are qualified) to be glorified (Rom.5v2). To be glorified simply means to die in Christ and resurrect with Him into the spirit of newness of life in Him (Rom6v3-11).


    


  




  This newness of life of the spirit is the eternal life of God that is in Christ Jesus, our Lord. This Spirit is the Holy Spirit, the resurrected Christ, who now dwells as “Holy Ghost’’ – the life-giving Spirit in us who have faith, to give life eternal to our mortal bodies (Rom.8v10-11) which shall put on incorruption and immortality on the day of Christ’s second appearing. This shall be the greatest reality of you being glorified as a Christian or a believer. Remember, Christ in you your hope of this glory.




  Describing this experience of being glorified in his life, Paul said, ‘’I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I (the flesh, the old man, the first Adam in me) who live, but Christ (the spirit, the new man, the second Adam) lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who love me and gave Himself (died) for me’’ (Gal.2v20).




  Once this experience happens in your life by faith, you become a new man (creature) in the spirit of Christ, hence you would now live in; walk in the same spirit and be led by Him to bear fruit of righteousness to God; to serve Him in the newness of life of the spirit and to fulfill the righteous requirements of the law of faith. In this manner God wants you to continue while you live to await the fulfillment of the reality of this awesome glorification which shall be at Christ’s second appearing.




  You are indeed both justified, saved and glorified unto eternal life by faith and by grace that faith avails you (Eph.2v5-9). By faith you do not work for righteousness to be saved, but by the grace that faith avails, you are now saved in the righteousness of God already revealed in Christ Jesus on your behalf (Rom.3v21-22). Faith in Christ gives you access to be justified for righteousness and saved from the unrighteousness of the law and to be glorified unto eternal life with Christ in the Spirit through His death.




  Hence, by virtue of the righteousness of faith which you have gained in Christ you become an adopted son unto God (Gal.3v26). And by virtue of the Spirit of newness of life by whom you are now led you also become an adopted son unto God (Rom.8v14). When you are saved, you become reconciled to God, a redeemed of God, the salt and the light of the world. Brethren, this is exactly what your identity as Christians should be.




  The Calling Of The Church





  For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable for it was not offered according to man’s qualification, but according to God’s eternal purpose which had been even before the foundation of the earth. According to the Holy Spirit’s revelation in the New Testament, the calling of God for the church (for every Christian or believer in Christ) points to two great divine commissions for which God had established the church. One of these two commissions has Old Testament origin and the other has New Testament origin. Respectively, they are for Christians; to become royal priests of God and to become fishers’ of men for God.




  Fishers’ Of Men For God





  God through Christ has committed to the church, His greatest calling. The calling is to become fisher’s of men for Him. This calling of God upon the church is indeed a great commission. However, God has equipped and empowered the church to fulfill this great commission. The origin of this New Testament calling of the church could be traced from the scriptures as thus. ‘’Then Jesus said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men’’ (Mk.1v17). It is the ultimate will of God according to His divine purpose to make every believer who would follow Him with faith fisher of men. Just as Simon and Andrew immediately left their old (life) business and followed Him, this is what to ‘follow Me’ entails. It is a command to follow Him by faith. That is the likes of faith that believes even before it sees.




  Besides, the statement, ‘I will make you’ is indicating a process. Of course it took God three and half years of the manifestations of Christ, the doing of His miraculous works, His revelation messages, and His resurrection power to make the church fishers’ of men. The making process was completed and perfected on the day of Pentecost when the power of the Holy Spirit descended upon the church. The descending of the Holy Spirit in the fullness of Christ’s power of resurrection upon the church on the day of Pentecost marked her birth. On the day of Pentecost, the church was fully made fishers’ of men for God.




  However, no fisherman would go into the business of catching fishes without having in his possession adequate fishing materials and equipments. At least, as a professional fisherman who means business he should have fishing net or hook, bait, boat or canoe, preservatives, and above all fishing experience on when, where how to catch the fishes. All the fishing materials and equipments that the church need to fish men for God are adequately complete in the Holy Spirit. With the high powered revelation knowledge of the Holy Spirit the church is more than experienced to launch out at the right time, place and in the right form to catch men for God. Without the Holy Spirit, the church will not be able to fish for and catch men for God. No wonder Christ Himself warned that the church should wait to receive the Holy Spirit in the fullness of Christ’s resurrection power (Luk.24v49, Act.1v8), before she could begin to launch out to fish men.




  The church without the power of the Holy Spirit is like a fisherman without any fishing material or equipment at his disposal. How possible, then would it be for the fisherman to catch fishes? Thank God for the release of His Pentecostal power upon the church with which He had equipped and empowered the church to now go into the divine business of fishing men. The church having received the unction power of the Holy Spirit, have been divinely commissioned to be fishing men into the kingdom of God. The ultimate calling of the church is therefore to bear witness to Christ as the (Gospel) good news to the perishing souls of sinners. Hence, the church is commissioned with the calling to be ‘’Soul Winners’’.




  In other words, every Christian or believer in Christ may not have the calling of the ministry to be an evangelist but as a component member of the church you are commissioned by the unction power of the Holy Spirit into the calling to be a ‘Soul Winner’. Truly, God has through Christ commissioned us to be fishers’ of men as well as equipped and empowered us with the unction power of the Holy Spirit as our complete fishing tools, so let us as the church of God actively fulfill this great commission of fishing men for God by using the ‘bait’ of the message of the cross which is the power of God unto salvation to us who have believed and to the perishing sinners who shall also believe same (1Cor.1v18).




  




  Chapter Two


  Called Not To Be Nicodemus Christians





  Unveiling The Personality Of Nicodemus





  Of a truth, the church is in trouble because her members today, just as it was in the days of the early church are mostly made up of Nicodemus Christians instead of royal priest Christians. However, the word ‘’Nicodemus’’ is the name of a man mentioned in the bible, who later had a transforming encounter with Jesus Christ (John3v1-21). According to the biblical record of his identity, Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews. It is important that we understand the meaning of Nicodemus, who he is, and his symbolic representation in the church of God.




  As A Man Of The Pharisees





  The scripture actually introduced Nicodemus as a man, member or one of the Pharisees. Then who are the Pharisees? The name Pharisees simply means ‘’Separatist’’. They were a fraternal organization of extreme legalism. The Pharisees are set of devoted Jewish religious men who had undergone an intensive study of the Old Testament law. They are members of the highest Jewish council, which function as the highest law making body within the Jewish political and religious system. Their obligation is to gain people’s conformity to the law of God as expressed in the Old Testament and in the Jewish oral law.




  They are known for their acceptance of the reality of the spiritual realm as well as in the future life. They believe in resurrection, in angels and in other heavenly beings. The Pharisees believes in the miraculous power and manifestations. Also, they follow a simple lifestyle, despising delicacies, but upholding antiquity and tradition.




  The Pharisees, by virtue of their fraternal position and religious order, they seemed to know better than everyone the historical origin and development of the law. They understood the intricate and the modus operandi of the law, know how best to interpret the law and determine judgment in case of its violation. As the custodian of the law, they uphold, protect, preserve and apply the law (Math.23v1-2). The Pharisees were regarded as the most qualified to interpret and teach the law of God. Among the Jewish people, the Pharisees were always recognized and accorded due respect, especially at the synagogue and other public places.




  As A Ruler Of The Jews





  Nicodemus was both a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews. To be a ruler of the Jews was very sensitive and competitive religious position that has with it an extent of political influence. The position would never be gained on a platter of gold. No Jewish man is qualified to occupy this coveted position unless he is a member of the Jewish supreme council and a teacher of the law with adequate knowledge of the Jewish law and customs. The election or appointment into the office of being a ruler of the Jews must be subject to rectification by the Jewish high council. Every ruler of the Jews had always been a man of high caliber and great repute. Hence, a ruler of the Jews was entitled to a reserved special seat of honor and prestige in the synagogue.




  Nicodemus Christians In The Church





  Nicodemus as a personality is a character and an identity of life that is associated with pretense, deception, hypocrisy and falsehood. Nicodemus as a personality is a representation of those Christians who cover themselves with the long religious garments of the Pharisees that only shows the identity of their characterized outward lives but hides that of the identity of their inward lives. There are three categories of the personality of these Nicodemus Christians in the church today namely;




  

    	

      Religion, Traditional and Zealous church-goers Christians


    


  




  Unfortunately, these Nicodemus Christians are everywhere in every church today. The church today has too many of her members who are only mere religious, traditional and zealous members who serve God without knowing Him (Acts17v22-23). These categories of Nicodemus Christians are those who have to their credit a clean slate record of Sunday church attendance. They actually belong to one organ or the other in the church. They are baptized, confirmed as members and sometimes conferred with church titles. They practice and live according to the founding doctrine of the church. They do attend other church programs and weekly activities. They hate to be called pagan, but love to be called Christians because they are now members of the church. They are always in favor of any motion that seeks to baptize and Christianize in the church any wordily tradition and culture of their interest (Mk.7v13). They are self acclaimed judges who justifies every of their own opinions, actions and works. These Nicodemus Christians are so religious in the church, so traditional in the world and zealous church goers.




  

    	

      Leavened Christians


    


  




  These Nicodemus Christians appear to be unleavened (true and committed) Christians outwardly, but inwardly they are only Christians leavened with hypocrisy, pretense, deception and falsehood (Acts13v8-10). They are in the church, not to please God, but to please men – either to please the man of God, their friends, their parents or their fellow members. They not only do things in the church, but they do them in such a way that people would notice, admire and shower praises on them. They don’t come to church to worship God, but they go to church to seek men to worship them.




  They don’t live their lives for God to weigh their lives and approve them, rather they live their lives for men to weigh and commend them. They believe in the philosophy that godliness is for a great gain. They seek for positions in the church, not to serve, but to acquire power and to explore every opportunity to enrich themselves (Acts8v18-24). They are Christians because others around them are Christians too. They are Christian church goers only for what they will gain through their faith, not for what Christ had gained for them through His blood and death on their behalf (Phil.3v12).




  

    	

      Fig tree Christians


    


  




  ‘’…He was hungry. And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs. In response Jesus said to it, let no one eat fruit from you ever again…’’- Mk.11v12-14.




  Literally, Jesus chose to use the fig tree to illustrate and explain better the spiritual life of the Nicodemus Christians. The fig tree as illustrated in the gospel is representing those Nicodemus Christians who claim to have faith in Christ and appear to be spirit filled and led.




  Outwardly these Christians do have on them full of green leaves of commitment to church activities and full of leaves of masked or disguised lives. From afar one could take notice of their full leaves and become full of expectation to see much fruit on them. But on getting closer to them one would unfortunately only discover that they are without any fruit. Just as Christ expected fruit from the fig tree, God also is expecting fruit of repentance and of His spirit from every justified and glorified Christian. However, Christ found none in the fig tree just as it is the same case with these so called Nicodemus Christians in the church today.




  Although people rightly concluded that it was not the season for figs to bear fruit, yet understand that God does not approve a particular season for Christians to bear fruit. Rather, according to the Apostle Paul, God desires that every of His child should be ready both in season and out of season to bear fruit unto Him. For God is ever hungry to have our fruits of repentance (Luk.3v8) especially when we err Him and that of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.5v22-25) as an indication of our resurrection with Christ and new life in the Spirit. Today God is giving to every Christian once in his or her lifetime the opportunity to bear forth fruit of repentance and of the Spirit unto Him. For if you fail to bear the fruit to God now during your lifetime as a Christian, you will remain accursed to die without bearing the fruit ever again just as it was to the fig tree (Mk.11v14, 20).




  In particular the fruit of the Spirit is in all of its fullness good, righteous and truth which is always acceptable to God (Eph.5v9-10). This category of Nicodemus Christians who have only leaves and bears no fruit is more dangerous than others. Beware of them! These Nicodemus Christians are the fig tree kind of Christians whose lives are full of unfruitful and fruitless works of darkness. The apostle Paul warned us not to have fellowship with these categories of Nicodemus Christians, but rather expose their fruitless and dark secret lives (Eph.5v11-13). They remain in darkness because the light of truth is not in them yet to make manifest in them to expose their darkness.




  Identifying The Nicodemus Christians





  Today, the church of God indeed is in great trouble in the troubled world. Also, the world today is in great trouble too with the troubled church. The big question is which shall help the other get out of its trouble. Is it the church or the world? I think your guess is as good as mine. It is the church of God that supposed to help the world to get rid of its trouble. The church was established by God to be light of solution to the darkness of trouble that is in the world. Unfortunately, the church today with her own trouble is sitting down watching the world remain in her trouble. Not at all that she does not have the will to shine as the light to the darkness, troubled world or as salt to the bitterness troubled world. Rather, the church is unable to solve the trouble of the world because she too is in trouble.




  In the world today, the trouble of the church is neither money to finance or sponsor the work of the great commission, nor to build heaven-on-earth worship centers with great architectural design, nor to embark on evangelism and organize revival crusades, nor to acquire the best of musical equipments, nor to decorate and furnish worship centers, nor to invest in income yielding enterprises, nor to engage in social work and support of humanitarian causes. I am sure there are many denominations of the church of God that can boast of the achievement of these great feats. Yet, the achievements of such feats have not in any way exempted them from the general trouble that the church of God is facing.




  ‘’But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. So he said to him, friend how did you come in here without a wedding garment? And he was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, bind him hand, foot, take him away, and cast him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth; for many are called but few are chosen’’ (Math.22v11-14).




  You may not have understood what the above scriptural passage really meant until you first understand: Who is the king? Who are the invited guests? What is the wedding garment? Who is the man without a wedding garment? Who are the servants? What is the outer darkness? What does it mean that many are called? And what does it mean that few are chosen?
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