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for Axel Büdenbender




1. Who or What is the Devil?


First of all, one can find many different opinions on whether the devil exists at all – and basically none of these opinions can really be substantiated. But the word "devil" triggers all kinds of feelings in almost everyone.


The question of who or what the devil is is important, if only because of the emotional connotation of this topic, but also because even today many people believe in the existence of the devil:




In 1997, about 25% of the people in the USA believed in the devil; in 2009, it was 26%; in 2013, it was even 57% in one survey.


In 2002, 23% of people in Germany believed in the devil; in 2019, it was 20%, or 25% in another survey; in 2021, it was 20%.





So we can say that about a quarter of people in Western Christian civilization believe in the existence of the devil.


This raises many questions:




Is he a remnant from the Neolithic worldview?


Is he simply the Greek god Pan?


Is he a mythological figure from the monotheistic religions?


Is he the god of the pagans?


Is he the Antichrist?


Is he the archetype of the rebel?


Is he the seducer of evil deeds?


Is he a real being?


Is he the secret ruler of events on earth?


Why is he nowhere depicted as a woman?





However, since the stories about the devil are, on the one hand, very diverse and, on the other hand, have changed significantly over the millennia, a "history of the devil" can be written – or, to put it more personally, a "biography of the devil".


1st Dream Journey to the Devil


There is also the possibility to make a dream journey to the devil and to see what one experiences. Since on the one hand dream journeys lead into the subconscious and on the other hand telepathy and telekinesis are the "eye" and the "hand" of the subconscious, it could be that one discovers things by such dream journeys, which one would not have found out otherwise.


Of course, one should not simply believe what one experiences on dream journeys as "reality", but check the experienced for its plausibility – but almost every dream journey is worthwhile, since one finds as good as always also something unexpected, which broadens one's own horizon.


One can also argue about whether one actually talks to the devil on such dream journeys or not. However, the answer to this question is actually not of too much importance, because the essential question is whether one receives meaningful information on these dream journeys and whether one can develop and become healed by them.


This effect they have in any case … and if also the devil can help with one's own healing – why not?


Therefore now follows the first "interview" with the devil:


"Hello devil …"


"Hello Harry."


"I would like to write a book about you, so first of all about what I have found out about your history over the decades. I'd like you to have your say, too – especially since I certainly don't know everything about you. What do you think?"


"Let's see …"


"Is there anything you'd like to tell about yourself?"


"Asshole!"


"Um … why?"


"You don't really want to see me! You're secretly afraid of me!"


"Um … is that an allusion to the evocation I made with Axel a good 40 years ago at a nighttime crossroads in the woods?"


"That alone would be enough."


"All right – then I'll tell you this: After I met Axel, he accepted me as a sorcerer's apprentice …"


"Don't be so long-winded – tell the actual thing and that's it!"


"Alright, if you want – this was supposed to be a short version already … So I drew the prescribed circles and symbols on the crossroads with chalk, then took my divining rod (and held it the wrong way around) and then at midnight summoned the demon Astaroth – one of the devils from hell. At first nothing happened, then red lights floated over the path to the right of us, then a bright blue flash of light crackled in the tree above us on the left, someone invisible kept coughing between Axel and me, and it began to smell of sulfur, and the presence of someone could be clearly felt in front of the circle.


Then it all became too much for me and I said that I wanted to stop. Then I said the spell and we went back through the forest, but the smell of sulfur remained and so did the coughing of the invisible man between Axel and me. Then we cast the spell again, after which the sulfur smell and the coughing stopped.


When Axel and I separated in the city, I hardly knew where to go because of fear. At home I locked my room, left the light on and hid under the covers.


There I realized that either the fear gets me or I get the fear. So I went to the crossroads in the woods every day until I could lie there in the grass, completely relaxed, and think of something completely different."


"Look – there I gave you a gift: you met your fear and you learned to deal with it. If you hadn't learned that back then, your psyche would have been in shambles afterwards."


"A rather scorpionic method …"


"It worked after all – what more do you want?"


"Much later I found out that the name 'Astaroth' is a derivative of the goddess name 'Astarte'. This name, like the name 'Isis', comes from the Neolithic 'Aset' in Göbekli Tepe, which means 'sitting one'. Aset was the mother goddess of that time, who sat on the panther throne in the early Neolithic temples. That Axel and I just invoked Astaroth was probably no coincidence, since I got my greatest trauma from an experience with my mother."




"I am fear,


I am panic,


I am trauma,


I am madness,


I am loss of self…


I am darkness,


I am that which you fear,


I am your shadow,


I am the figure with the billowing black cloak,


I am the archetype of the Black Riders and the Dementors –


I am the repressed,


I am that which comes from beyond,


I bring death and destruction…


… at least that is your image of me …"





"And that's not quite true?"


"No … really not … even though I am quite also what you have made me to be."


"Hm … do you want to say more about it?"


"Later …"


"Thank you."


"That's all right … it's nice for a change to talk to someone who isn't afraid of me …"


"Ho!"




2. Goat Horns and Horse's Foot


The images of the devil are all pretty similar:






	he is a man,


	he has goat horns,


	he has billy goat legs or a horse's foot,


	sometimes he has shaggy billy goat legs,


	he often has thick eyebrows, a pointed upper lip and prominent facial features, which suggests that he has a Scorpio Ascendant, and


	he spreads sulfur smell, which also suggests a Scorpio Ascendant, since people with Scorpio Ascendant seem to like this smell.








To grasp this animal symbolism, one must go back very far – to at least the late Paleolithic, i.e. the last phase of the Ice Age between 50,000 and 10,000 BC. During this time, Homo sapiens migrated from Africa to Eurasia and met Homo erectus and Neanderthal there – which led to an intercultural exchange that initiated many new developments.


It is possible, however, that the origins of devil symbolism go back much further into the Paleolithic period to possibly a million years ago. The exact age of these roots, however, is not very important for understanding the history of the devil.


The names of animals were probably something like adjectives in the early language of man. For example, a fast, strong and successful hunter was "like a panther", that is, a "panther". This could be represented and at the same time magically strengthened by wearing the hide of a panther. Also the cave paintings from the late Old Stone Age can be "read" in this way.


The most important "adjectives", which can be found in later times with the same meaning in mythology, are listed below. Among them are also some "adjectives" which are not animals:






	
mother: protection, security, backing, knowledge, help


	
hill (sweat lodge): pregnancy belly (mother)


	
mother's milk: food, warmth, survival


	
large carnivore (panther, lion, tiger, cougar, leopard, jaguar, bear, orca, etc.): great power, strength, hunting success


	
herd animal (mammoths, reindeer, cattle, horses, wild boar, sheep, goats, gazelle, antelope, etc.): procreative power, fertility, children, family, community


	
bird: experience of near-death, hovering over one's own body, astral body, soul


	
tree trunk: body


	
bird pole (pole with bird on top) and totem pole (large bird pole): pole = body; bird = soul → "Every person has a soul."


	
water (springs, lakes, swamps, marshes, sea, etc.): the inaccessible place = otherworld, underworld


	
water bird (stork, goose, duck, crane, ibis, etc.): soul in water underworld


	
red: blood, life, life force (often represented by red ocher, with which one painted oneself and objects)


	
red water bird (flamingo): living ancestors in the afterlife


	
flocks of birds (ravens, crows, flamingos, geese, ibises, etc.): community of ancestral spirits


	
snake: ancestors in the underworld (snakes live on earth and in the earth, i.e. in caves, crevices, etc.), way to the underworld; blessing of the ancestors, which they send up from the underworld = Kundalini


	
fox: cunning, otherworld guide


	
canids (wolf, jackal, dog etc.): guardian, helper


	
fish: beings in the water underworld, ancestors


	
otter: beings in the water underworld, ancestors, especially the sun in the water underworld








Obviously, the symbolism of herd animals is important for the story of the devil – after all, he has goat horns and goat legs or a horse's foot.


There has been another simile, that is, another symbolism early on: the arrival of people in this world is a birth, so the arrival of the dead in the afterlife should be a second birth, that is, a rebirth. As is generally known, birth is preceded by procreation and followed by breastfeeding – this was also known by the people in the Paleolithic Age.


So the dead had to procreate himself again in the hereafter. With whom? Obviously with the greatest archetype of the people (and the mammals in general): with the "great mother". She has been, before she becomes the rebirth-mother, the reprocreation-lover of the dead, and after that then his nursling-fostress.


In the course of time, ritual potions have developed from this nursing: the milk of the Egyptian goddess Hathor in the afterlife, the haoma of the Persians, the soma amrita ("immortality potion") of the Indians, the nectar amrita ("immortality honey potion") of the Greeks, the mead of the Germanic and Celtic gods, the balché of the Mayas, the elixir of life of the alchemists in Europe and India, etc.


Because of the symbolism of reprocreation, after a while, of course, the fear arose that one might have potency problems after one's death and then not be able to reprocreate. What to do? Well, the creatures with the greatest procreative power were obviously the herd animals, which always appear in large flocks. So, in order to secure the procreative power of the dead man, a male herd animal was killed and the dead man was wrapped in the hide of this animal when he was buried, in order to transfer its potency to him – a "magic Viagra", so to speak.


This identification led to the idea of animal/human hybrids, i.e. strictly speaking man/animal hybrids. This whole symbolism applies only to men – to the rebirth of women there seems to have been no symbolism.


During the rebirth of the dead the Great Mother, i.e. the goddess of the beyond, had to take the same animal form as the dead, because otherwise a unification would have been difficult. These motives are still found in the mythology of the later time, in which there was already a written tradition.


The following myths are only a very small selection especially from the Indo-Europeans and the peoples in the Mediterranean area – just because the figure of the devil originated in this area.




mammoth: It is uncertain, but well conceivable that the huts from the Old Stone Age, which were built completely from mammoth skulls, were understood as the belly of the mammoth goddess, as with the sweat lodge, thus as the belly of the Great Mother in the form of a mammoth.


cow: Already from the Old Stone Age representations of men with bull head and of women, who hold a cow horn in the hand and look on it, as well as many figures, which represent flowing transitions from cow to woman, are known.


In Sumer, the sky god An in bull form united with the earth goddess Inanna in cow form, whereupon she gave birth to a calf. In Babylon, Inanna was given the name "Ishtar" – she was also a cow goddess. In neighboring Elam, a woman with a cow's head was worshipped.


In Egypt, the sky goddesses Hathor and Nut often had the shape of a cow – Hathor was also the rebirth goddess. The grain god and rebirth god Osiris took the form of the bull god Apis during his afterlife journey. A dead man who had successfully reincarnated was called "Ka-mut-ef", i.e. "bull of his mother", i.e. "who has united with his mother" (united = proceration; mother = the reborn soul was the son of the goddess, who has been his lover during the procreation).


From Crete the Minotaur is well known: a man with a bull's head.


Among the Hittites in today's central Turkey the sungod in bull form united with the cow-goddess Pinkir and was reborn as a calf. Among the Lydians neighboring them, Artemis was the cow goddess.


Among the Greeks, Zeus is known as a bull and Io as a cow. The motif of the union of the dead with the mother goddess ("with his mother") led them to the Oedipus theme.


The sacred cows from India are known to almost everyone.


Among the Persians, the sun-god Mithras is also the bull-god. The sungodgodfather had with almost all Indo-European peoples at his nocturnal reincarnation, which preceded his rebirth in the morning, the shape of a bull. With the Slavs the bull god was called "Veles".


Among the Balts Mara was the cow goddess and among the Romans Juno. Among the Celts the bull god is called "Tarvus Trigaranus" and the cow goddess "Damona".


With the Teutons he is called "Jörmunrek" and she "Audhumbla".


The cattle symbolism is widespread in the Mediterranean area and in Europe, because in historical times the cattle was the largest herd animal there.


Finally, Pte-san-win, i.e. the "White Buffalo Woman" is the most important goddess of the Dakota Indians.


horse: The horse symbolism has changed a lot among the Indo-Europeans, because the horses played a big role in their warlike everyday life. The Indo-European sungod-godfather Dhyaus takes the form of a stallion when he is reincarnated, and the mother-goddess takes the form of a mare. Their two children appear in most Indo-Europeans as the horse-twins pulling the chariot of their father, i.e. the sungod, across the sky.


The procreation symbolism is clearest in Demeter and Poseidon, who father a winged horse in the form of a mare and a stallion. The winged horse is a combination of horse and soul-bird, that is, the reborn soul. Among the Greeks, the horse-shaped dead also appear as centaurs, satyrs and silenas, and the mare goddess also as Selene.


Among the Celts, Belenus is the horse-shaped sungod – Rhiannon, Epona, Etain, Boann and Damona are the horse goddesses.


Among the Germanic people the horse goddess is called Sinmara and Huldar and the horse-shaped reborn sungod Sleipnir.


In the old Indian coronation ritual the queen united as a representative of the mother goddess with the stallion sacrificed for the prospective king, while the king symbolically stayed in the hereafter and waited for his rebirth after this ritual-symbolic reincarnation.


donkey: Probably the donkey transformation in the novel "Metamorphoses" of the Greek poet Ovid is not only a humorous variant of the horse and cattle transformation, because the Greek sungod Apollon is known to have donkey's ears sometimes.


stag: From the Old Stone Age a painting of a man with stag antlers is known (Southern France) and from the New Stone Age a stag mask (Rhineland, Germany). These stag masks have been widespread and are also found in, among other places, Butan, in Central America and in North America.


With the Celts the deer god was called Cernunnos – the deer goddess was called Sirona.


Among the Germanic tribes the hind has no name, but she is the nurse of Sigurd (Siegfried), who is the sungod transferred into the saga. From the Teutons is also known the sun-stag and his two stag-sons.


Among the Hittites the motif of the sun god as a stag was very popular.


The stag motif has been preserved especially by the sun-stag of St. Hubert. Here this symbolism has been transferred to Christ: the sungod Tyr of the Germanic tribes has often been equated to Christ as the sun – and Christ has been the rebirth god of the time.


pig: The pig symbolism has also been widespread in connection with the procreation. It shows up most clearly with the Teutons as Freyr and Freya as well as with the Celts as Lugh and Brigid.


sheep: The sheep is probably strongly underrepresented in the myths as a "poor man's sacrificial animal" and will have been much more widespread in the burial rituals than the myths suggest.


Among the Germanic tribes, the former sun god Heimdall and also his antagonist Loki are found in ram form – Loki sometimes wears ram-horns on his head. The sheep goddess was called "Guma".


The "Golden Fleece" of the Greek Saga is a sungod symbol of the Hittites – the wooly hide of a ram, that is of golden colour, i.e. the colour of the sun.


From the Egyptians the ram god Chnum is well known.


goat: The dead man as a goat is known from Sumer as "Enki", from the Greeks as "Pan", from the Celts as "Bugius", from the Slavs as "Porewit" and from the Romans as "Faunus". The goat goddess is only found among the Germanic tribes as Heidrun and as Freya.


Probably the goat like the sheep as the "poor people's sacrificial animal" is much underrepresented in the myths.


capricorn: In Sumer the god Enki also appears as a Capricorn.


gazelle and antelope: In Egypt the gazelle goddess Anuket and the antelope goddess Satet were worshipped.


astrology: From these herd animal motives the names of the three zodiac signs Aries (ram), Taurus (bull) and Capricorn are derived.





It shows up thus that the origin of the goat horns and the goat legs and/or the horse foot of the devil lie in this procreation symbolism. Strictly speaking, the beginning of the devil-symbolism was thus the potency-failure-anxiety of the men at the reproduction in the hereafter – without successful reproduction no rebirth in the hereafter … the absolute end. So this potency failure fear was at the same time a death fear …


A violent combination – and against this the animal transformation should help. So the devil has originally once been the magical helper against the fear of failure during the reprocreation. Therefore the devil is always male.


2 nd Dream Journey to the Devil


"What do you say to what I have written, devil?"


"Do you want to hire me as an editor or reviewer? You can go whistle for that!"


"Is the development I have described correct?"


"Why do you ask? You are already convinced that it is correct."


"Hm, yes, I am … I've thought and researched a lot about it … but your own opinion on it would be quite dear to me, because I'm not so presumptuous to think that I already have it all figured out."


"Fuck you!"


"Now is that to be taken as an approval of the reproreation?"


"Bullshit! If you don't have a real request, then stop bothering me!"


"Fine – I want to know if you are the evil one."


"Of course! What else would it be? Evil is always what you don't want, what you fear, what frightens you. Why do you think I am a figure of death and pain and torture? That is what you fear. I am your shadow, I am what you run away from, what you fight against, what you try to avoid, what you banish instead of looking at. Is there a difference between 'evil' and 'fear'? It's the same thing: you fear something and don't want to have it, so you call it evil. What does 'evil' mean? It just means that you don't want it."


"And that changes over time …"


"For the Indians, the Germanic tribes, and many other peoples organized as tribes, it was a badge of honor if a man killed another man, or better yet many other men, in battle – today murder is the worst act. Slavery used to be normal – today it is outlawed. For some peoples sex with multiple partners is perfectly normal – for others it is punishable by death. What is evil? There is no 'evil' except what you call it, what you make it, what you don't want. Your will is what creates evil – evil is simply what you do not want. I am your anti-will, your anti-desire, your anti-need. Without you, I would not exist."


"Hm … yes … that was very clear now … thank you."


I just hear the devil grumbling to himself ….


It is strange to thank the devil.


"Ho!"




3. Death and Devil


"Death and the devil" are the two dreaded archetypes. They are the two most feared cards in the Tarot as well – possibly along with the "Tower", symbolizing the destruction and collapse that occurs when you have built something based on false assumptions.


Death as a goat-man and generally as a herd-animal-man is created in connection with death – and the devil dwells in the afterlife. So the devil is closely related to death.


Our image of the grim "reaper" for death comes from an ancient parable from the early Neolithic period. After agriculture was developed in northern Mesopotamia about 8500 BC, people began to describe the cultivation of grain with a simile to man:






	sowing = procreation


	germination = birth


	growing = life


	harvest = death


	storage = hereafter


	sowing = (re)procreation


	germination = (re)birth





… … …





By the fact that this simile was represented in a pictorial way, the motive of the ancestor connected with the motive of the grain to the "grain man". He then became the graingod and the god of the dead like e.g. the Egyptian Osiris.


By the annual repetition procreation and birth became a reprocreation and a rebirth. This suggested that people are also reborn – not only in the afterlife as souls, but in this world as physical people. This image for reincarnation, of course, does not show that reincarnation is not true, but only how the image for it came to be.


This simile was still supplemented by the analogy to the course of the sun:






	sowing = procreation = spring = morning = east


	germination = birth = spring = morning = east


	growing = life = summer = noon = south


	harvest = death = autumn = evening = west


	storage = beyond = winter = night = north


	sowing = procreation = spring = morning = east


	germination = birth = spring = morning = east








This shows, among other things, that the afterlife is assigned to the night – appropriately enough, the devil is usually summoned at midnight.


A closer look at these old ideas about the "life after death" shows that there is a mistake:


The image of rebirth was initially used to describe only the arrival of the soul in the afterlife – as an image, this is fine. But if one concludes from this that this rebirth must be preceded by a reprocreation, this is not a conclusion from a concrete observation, but a conclusion from a picture. Reprocreation is an extension of a pictorial description, which lacks any concrete basis.


A mythe should always be a description of experiences and observations that is as accurate and precise as possible – only then can it be "real" and helpful.


So, at the root of the origin of the devil there is also another error: The herd-animal-man has been created to solve a problem which does not exist in reality at all – there is no reprocreation really …


This has not been the only error in connection with death which appears in the myths.


One wondered where the souls might be after death, since, as a rule, one did not meet them again. Just as the arrival in the afterlife after death was compared to a second birth, that is, to a rebirth, so it was imagined that after death the souls went to a fertile land (Egyptians), to a paradise-garden (Bibel), to a palace under the earth (Sumer), to the happy hunting grounds (Indians), to a kind of second world (Celts), to Valhalla to Odin and the Aesir (Germanic peoples), and so on.
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