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  Introduction




  It has now been over a year since my boyfriend and I embarked on our first House Sitting adventure. For us, House Sitting has been the ultimate way to travel because it is much cheaper, yet far more opulent, than backpacking.




  




  House Sitting enabled us to stay in Australia for nine months, without saving up thousands beforehand, or working constantly whilst there. Australia really is an expensive country, but as House Sitting is free accommodation our bills were minimal. Furthermore, it was not just any accommodation: we stayed in lush homes with breathtaking views, home gyms and nearby deserted beaches, not to mention the swimming pool!




  




  This ebook has been written to give potential House Sitters a real insight into House Sitting. Through honestly telling our own story, the reader can see how amazing House Sitting is and, perhaps more importantly, learn from our mistakes.




  




  [NB you do have to pay to sign-up for a House Sitting website - for example we are with the wonderful www.trustedhousesitters.com However, as you do not actually have to pay the Homeowners to look after their houses I will henceforth refer to House Sitting as 'free'. The sign-up is negligible compared to the cost of hotels/hostels/AirBnB and of course renting. At date of publication, the sign-up fee for Trusted House Sitters is just £5.99 per month.]




  




  Thanks to House Sitting, we estimate that we saved around £7,000 on accommodation in Australia. We were also often given food, days out and transport.




  What is House Sitting?




  The main reason people need House Sitters is for their pets. The fact is, no matter how congenial a kennel is, cats and dogs are at their most content when in their own environment. This is where House Sitters come in, they stay in the house with the animals whilst the Homeowner is away.




  Other advantages of having House Sitters are that the home is occupied, burglars are deterred and, in some cases, house insurance is still valid.




  




  The way we see it, the job of a House Sitter is to almost mimic the life of the Homeowner. This means feeding and walking the animals at the usual times, cleaning up after them and treating them with the utmost kindness. What it does not entail is being a prisoner in the house, if the Homeowner leaves the animals for hours to go to work, the House Sitter can too. The simplest analogy of House Sitting is just normal everyday living. In return for this service the House Sitter gets free accommodation and does not have to pay bills.




  




  However, House Sitting is so much more than 'just' free living: it's comfort travelling - House Sitters have the joy of travelling AND the comforts of home: washing machines, properly functioning kitchens and cosy beds are just a few examples. House Sitting is also a really good way to embrace the lifestyle of a country by living like a true local.
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