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  Foreword




   





  Being associated with Luton Town F. C. was without doubt one of the highlights of my career. As we know, the football club is an intimate part of the community, and to be part of that helped endear myself to the local people.




   





  The warmth, care and loyalty that the directors, staff and everyone connected with the club, especially the supporters, showed to me, will live with me forever. And I am sure I speak for the majority of Luton Town F. C. players, past and present.




   





  Mick Harford
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  Introduction




   





  Well, a decade or two ago, who would have thought women, would be getting so involved in the wonderful game of football?




   





  In the 1990s you can see women watching it, playing it, reporting on it, running it, and now writing on the national sport that is predominantly a man' s game. However, if we look back to the 1950s, the only female involvement in the game would be to watch it. Women were strictly taboo when it came to working in such a male domain.




   





  Why would women want to be interested in a man's sport?




   





  Well, for one thing, women are getting tired of men treating them as second best, and putting football first. So instead, if you can’t beat them join them. Also, with improving facilities and a less intimidating atmosphere, the rest of the family is increasingly joining their man at a sport that they all love.




   





  Being a Luton Town fan, even though for so few years, I have already endured much heartache.




   





  So why be a Luton fan?




   





  Well I was born in Luton on July 14 1972, and have lived in the neighbouring town, Dunstable, most of my life. I can remember at the age of twelve getting a football sticker album with my brother, and seeing Luton Town in it. This only inspired me to collect them all, and also my local enthusiasm was a good way of shutting up the arsenal and Tottenham fans at my middle school.




   





  Whilst I was at university, I resisted the temptation to follow a more glamorous club and maintained my support for my local professional club. Unfortunately I couldn't afford to see Luton play live whilst a student. Yet my heart was always with the club, though I have only been able to become a regular supporter, following Luton Town both at home and away, since I finished university in 1995.




   





  Why write a book on Luton?




   





  Well, I wanted to wallow in the club' s recent history through meeting the people who work, play and support a team such as Luton. It is through their words that I can tell the tale of why thousands follow the Town.




   





  This book takes us through some of our most memorable successes and defeats, as well as bringing the stories behind seeing them play up and down the country. I am grateful to all those who agreed to meet me, and who passed on their most vivid memories and impressions of the club. And their enthusiasm on the one hand and their tribulations on the other could be echoed at football grounds the length and breadth of Britain. And increasingly it is a passion shared by both sexes!




   





  *****




   





  Chapter One




   





  The Modern Luton Fan




   





  Every Luton Town supporter has best and worst memories of following the Hatters. And the modem fan of Luton Town F. C. is going through the same feelings, as did the '60s fan. This is because, in the 1960s, Luton suffered relegation from the top division to the bottom of the lowest and narrowly missed being kicked out of the football league altogether. Similarly, in the 1990s, in the space of four years, we have twice suffered painful relegation.




   





  However, Luton Town F. C. are yet again proving to the nation that we are a good football team, despite having been playing in non-league football for several years now. Luton had narrowly missed promotion back into the league after coming third place and enduring a subsequent penalty shoot-out loss to AFC Wimbledon in the Conference National play-off final in 2010–11 meant that for the 2011-2012 season they will be competing in non-league football for the third consecutive year.




   





  However if we look back in history they did obtain a place in the 1997 play-offs for promotion straight back up into Division 1. Sadly, despite all the pomp and circumstance of the 1996/97 season, Luton Town F. C. was unable to get past the play-off semi-final.




   





  Yet in looking at the history before 1997. Luton had three chairmen and five managers. In 1990 David Evans left and Jim Smith took over as chairman. Then in 1991, David Kohler became the present chairman of Luton Town F. C. As for the managers, between 1990-1992, we had Ray Harford, Jimmy Ryan, and David Pleat, who stayed until the start of the 1995/96 season before going on to Sheffield Wednesday.




   





  Then in 1995, David Kohler appointed an in-house manager, Terry Westley, whose only experience with a first team was when he coached the Ipswich side, not Luton. With Luton he had impressed in managing the youths rather successfully, but when given the job of first team manager he was not quite ready to meet the increased demands.




   





  This was soon rectified towards the end of 1995 with the appointment of a much more experienced manager, Lennie Lawrence. At the start of the New Year he managed to get Luton temporarily away from relegation via an undefeated run of eight games. Yet despite Lennie's best efforts and intentions, it was not ultimately possible to avoid relegation in 1996.




   





  However, during the 1996/97 season, Lennie did a marvellous job in bringing Luton within grasp of instant promotion straight back up into Division 1, after what looked like a dodgy start to the season. Luton was only defeated in three league games between September 1996 and February 1997. And after fifteen years, we rut the number one spot in a division, even if it was only for three days, and then three hours over Christmas.




   





  Let's now look at the differences between the two seasons by comparing two fanzine editions, which will show just how much Luton Town F. C. has changed, in both the opinions of supporters and in the way Luton play! In looking at fanzine issue no. 311995, of Mad as a Hatter, one supporter has this to say about Terry Westley and his assistant, Mick McGiven:




   





  'Come on Kohler, we have given Terry Westley enough chances to prove himself as our manager now, and time and time again he has picked a team that plays, well let' s face it, not to their full potential. So it must say something about the management if we keep losing all the time. It's time for a change Kohler; he' s had enough chances.




   





  'I should blame McGiven for this point. But both seem to be encouraging a Watford style: hoof the ball and chase it, (except we don't bother chasing the ball) instead of the passing football that we are renowned for, and it is getting to us fans.




   





  'Westley also does not have a clue on what he is going on about! He says we are capable of being a top six side – everyone else knows we have not got a chance of that unless we are in Division 2. He also said that once our main players are back from injury, we will start showing our full potential. So tell us now Mr Westley, now that all our players are back from injury (except John Taylor), why are we still putting on dire performances? (Second half of the Oldham match at home 1/11/95) and why do half the players run around like headless chickens? (Scott Oakes), not wanting to kick the ball on the occasions we actually have it.'




   





  So let's look now to the commentary from the same fanzine on the match referred to between Luton Town and Oldham, which resulted in a 1-1 draw, it says:




   





  'The debut of seventeen year old Stuart Douglas was the highlight of this game; 10 minutes later he proceeded to kick the ball at the goalkeeper, while making it look like a shot that even earned him applause. He scored with five minutes of the first half left, after Marvin Johnson had headed the ball down for Stuart to put in the top corner.




   





  'Half time came and the town (Douglas) got a standing ovation, as it now looked like were back on the right track, even after a humiliating performance against Stoke, Charlton, etc., where we were absolutely awful. We came out in the second half and tried to sit on a one-goal lead.




   





  'What has Westley told them in his half time talk "Right, lads, we are one goal up. So obviously we've got this game won. This will help push us up in the top six of the table. Don't bother going forward in this half, just defend.




   





  "And you, Douglas, I was appalled by your performance, you were far too good for my team. You'd better have an average/less than average half or you will be straight off to be replaced by David Oldfield."




   





  'So the Luton players took in this information and played like we have done in previous performances. Sixty-five minutes came and Ian Feuer made a world class save to deny Oldham. After thinking he had done enough to stop them scoring, the defence let him down again by standing and watching Halle put the bail straight into the net, past a stranded Feuer.




   





  'Oldham then threatened to take ail three points with numerous attacks that split our defence in two, (well one-and-a-half, as we only play a three man defence).




   





  'Oldham should have scored, but their forwards seemed to be as good as Gavin Johnson up front. We came to life during injury time; when on a rare venture into the Oldham half, Gerrard, who tipped it over the bar, somehow saved Ceri Hughes’ 20-yard screamer. The referee was again, like at nearly all Luton games, a joke. What is the point of being so insistent on the stretcher rule, only when it is one of our players down?




   





  But as soon as an Oldham player gets injured, the referee allows him over five full minutes of on the field treatment, and then lets him continue playing without even booking him. It can be said that nearly all referees at Luton matches need to learn the rules, before being allowed to officiate games.




   





  'In concluding, the first half held out hope for us long-suffering Town fans. But overall we produced the same awful result we have been used to, week in week out.'




   





  Away from the doom and gloom of the earlier fanzine, we now look to fanzine no. 39 of Mad as a Hatter that will shed better light on the 1996/97 season. A year after fanzine no. 31, one supporter says:




   





  'Being a Saturday afternoon footballer myself, I don't get the chance to see the Town as often as I would like. However, I still consider myself a Luton Town fanatic, something I will remain until my dying day. Anyway the point I would like to make is, thanks Lennie for turning it around! You see, living in Sleaford near Lincoln, which appears to be a well-known bastion of Man. U. fans of whom half have no idea how to get to Manchester, but still wear the shirt; s0 you see I have taken my fair share of abuse.




   





  'The majority of last season was spent receiving abuse as our results progressively got worse, like. "Ha, ha, you've lost again Dave!" was a favourite saying, as well as "Going down by the look of it" - another original. Well, I took all the jibes 'cause I figured the good times were not far away.




   





  'So, here I am on 5th January 1997 with my team 2nd in the league and we're still in the F.A. Cup. But the best thing by far is the fact that those same United fans have, albeit grudgingly, had to accept that “they are going well this year Dave!” I now no longer dread 4.45pm and final score - in fact, I look forward to it, and it doesn't seem to matter too much if I lost the game I played in, as long as Luton won. I suppose what I really want to say is, thanks to the team and Lennie for putting a smile back on my face, and giving me a bit of Il football pride.”




   





  In looking at a commentary from the same fanzine on the match between Luton Town and Nott’s County, which resulted in a 2-1 win, it says:




   





  An interesting trip this one. Some good beers, then the Notts scored first, and it looked like being the only goal. But they decided to try and hang on and Luton at last showed signs of waking up. Hughes scored with a rather speculative effort, which seemed to go through the Notts keeper, and suddenly we believed we could win it.




   





  'With two minutes remaining a pin-pointed pass by Oldfield found Alexander on the end of the pass, and he duly smacked it home to send the travelling 1,400 fans delirious ... "Ooh ah Alexander, ooh ah Alexander" was the chant. A lucky win and it was good to see that Lennie laid into the lads after this performance - totally deserved. I think Notts County will have the best ground in the third division next year.'




   





  In looking back at the 1995/96 season the major plus point that came out of Terry Westley as Luton's manager was the signing of our goalkeeper, Ian Feuer. Ian has made some tremendous saves, and because of this, he often gave Luton a chance of either drawing or winning a match.




   





  The run of luck in the 1995/96 season was typical of fate working against us. If we look at our cup form, we lost out early on in the Coca-Cola Cup and Anglo Italian Cup, not forgetting our worst defeat, 7-1 to Grimsby in the F.A. Cup. Then just as Luton seemed to be picking itself up on league form under our new manager Lennie Lawrence, enjoying one run of eight undefeated games, our leading striker of that season, Dwight Marshall, broke his leg in a game against Sunderland away on the 24 February 1996.And this meant he was out for the rest of that season and the start of the 1996/97 season.




   





  When the 1996/97 season had just started the modem Luton fan thought that history was repeating itself, when we found ourselves yet again at the bottom of the table. But as the season went on, Luton fans became ever more hopeful that Luton could be in contention for the play-offs if not automatic promotion. Finally as the season drew to a close Luton Town was now in a play-off place with only one aim in mind, Division 1.




   





  How was this possible?




   





  It was possible due to the fad that we did not have to sell a player, and there was no change of manager. Luton Town players looked very confident on the pitch, with our best game of the season being at home to Crewe whereby we beat them 6-0. This result not only encouraged the players but it also encouraged the fans into believing that Luton were favourites for promotion back into Division 1, with one supporter saying:




   





  'If you are one of the teams at the top of the league, luck is always with you compared to that of teams at the bottom of the table.' "Which we all know is a very true statement!




   





  So anyway, let's now look further back into Luton's past, through some of the first-hand experiences people have had of Luton Town F. C. over recent decades. We begin with supporters who can remember games as far back as the thirties.




   





  *****




   





  Chapter Two




   





  The Town Before the '50s




   





  There are relatively few people who can remember the Town before the '50s. However, there are some such supporters still alive today to tell of their tale in following the Town. Because of the se experiences and a devotion to the club for ail these years, despite Luton falling into bad times, they will never give up their love of the club. And this love forms the core from which tradition is passed onto future generations of supporters, as it similarly has been ever since Luton Town F. C. was first formed in 1885.
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