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Preface


“Wonders shall never end”, they say. The church, a ground which should be the pillar of all divine truths has obviously become a platform where certain wrong acts are exhibited. Despite acknowledging the presence of the divine blue print, the Holy Bible, why are Christians engaged in wrong acts - mistakes?


In many churches, there are ways which many Christians depict hospitality and a “worth-it” welcome to visitors. Not bad per se, the welcome feasts and other special treatments, so-called love feasts administered to new comers, follow-ups and other necessary welfare packages leave much to be desired. The question is: Are they portraying their true character?


Over the years, Christians have unequivocally depicted these mistakes in various ways which have no doubt questioned the ground and pillar of all truths, the church. Yet, the Holy Bible, maintains, “The truth you know shall set you free”.


To this end, we will consider the seven mistakes associated with today’s Christians.


“Let he who has ears hear and he who has eyes see what the spirit is saying”…the Bible (paraphrased).
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INTRODUCTION


The recognition, titled “Seven Mistakes Christians Make in Churches and The Benediction (The “Last Days” Prayers for All Christians) ” is a self-help, spiritually and prayer-based and ministry-empowered Christian gift which acts as a watch dog; searching the lives of Christians, identifying certain wrongs and proffering Bible-based remedies to them.


It explains vividly the various mistakes depicted by Christians in many churches. By extension, it identifies these acts as being portrayed by the so-called men of God. With the use of Bible-based scriptures and true-to-life stories and instances, the work piece is aimed making readers see crystal-clear the mistakes Christians are fond of making - knowingly and or unknowingly.


Its purpose is creating a “resonance”, that is, a thorough agreement in the behavior depicted by Christians in churches and attitudes shown outside the recognition of their churches. By rendering Bible-based references, insight-given assertions and life instances, it intends attaining the bull’s eye.


It is hoped the reader finds this helpful as means to truly serve God in spirit and truth.


Like chapters, it has seven identities, which are Mistake 1, Mistake 2… Mistake 7.  It tries to proffer found-in-the Bible-based prayers for Christians all over the world - children, adults, the body of Christ, men and women, their professions and all other things associated with them. “The Benediction (The “Last Days” Prayers for all Christians)” is for all Christians, irrespective of denomination, race, and other social and economic divides and a way of precluding them from the shackles of mistakes. God bless you as you read in Jesus’ name, Amen.





Mistake 1:
“Sunday-Sunday” Call to Service



The following are possible reasons some Christians choose to come on Sundays to worship God. Each of the reasons ascertains the varying levels of spirituality these Christians have attained and (therefore) will be discussed.





a) Religious obligation and parental upbringing.




b) Demanding schedule at place of work during weekdays (as in the case of men).




c) No-position status in church.




d) The not-conducive nature of the church-setting and people.




e) Pressing home chores during weekdays (especially women; housewives).




f) No business coming to church during weekdays.




g) Freedom from engaging in church responsibility.






Let’s digress a bit. If there is no service in your church, then it means you will not come until a week later. Will you? Perhaps, due to logistics, on a Sunday service, you, together with other members of the congregation were told that next Sunday’s service will not hold but will be held on a Saturday, the day before. As a ‘Sunday-Sunday’ church goer, will you really make it for Saturday’s service?


In concrete terms, we will identify the seven reasons some Christians chose to attend church services only on Sundays.





a) Religious Obligation (belief) and Parental Upbringing






Many Christians in the world believe the best day to worship God (attend church services) is on a Sunday. The reason? They incline their conviction on the efficacy of the scripture given in Genesis 2 vs 2, ’on the seventh day, God rested’, in paraphrased terms. Hence, a great number of Christians argue the seventh day is on a Sunday while others assert is on a Saturday. Nonetheless, the bottom line is a majority attend services on the ‘seventh’ day. Therefore, they believe, without a doubt, attending services is only on the rest day - the seventh day. Physically, being the fact the weekdays are busy, akin to the days God created the heavens, earth and other entities and eventually rested on the ‘seventh’ day, they see that attending church services is only on the ‘rest’ day.


Parental upbringing is another factor responsible for the ‘Sunday-Sunday’ call to service. During the growing years of the on-Sundays church goers, they were meant to believe going to church is only on Sundays (or Saturdays), as the case may be. Hence, they followed suit.


Unequivocally, these Christians are carnally minded; sense-governed. Just as what happens when one fails to properly diet; the same thing occurs when one flops to spiritually equip himself. There is an obvious stagnation! Spiritual empowerment, similar to physical diet, is best carried out when there is a regular attendance of services from the weekdays through the weekends, if or where necessary. Sunday-church-going Christians have denied themselves the much-needed spiritual growth and impetus to govern the spirit-controlled world of theirs. Yet, the Holy Bible admonishes us not to forsake the assembly of our fellow brethren. In this, we secure our growth, sword of God’s word, guard loins with truth, put on the breast plate of righteousness and helmet of salvation, and use the shield of faith to preclude ourselves from the servitude of hypocrisy of attending services on a Sunday-Sunday basis. The best way to carry out this spiritually obligatory advice is to attend services regularly, not only on Sundays. In addition, the Holy Bible urges parents to train their wards (children) in the way they should go (that is, in the way of the Lord) in order not to depart from it, when they grow (Proverbs 22 vs 6).





b) Demanding Schedule at Place of Work During Weekdays (as in the case of men)






As a pastor in your church, I would like you to do me the favor of keeping records of observed (perpetual) on-Sunday church attendees. Then, ask them, probably after service, the reason behind their Sunday-church attendance. I bet you, a great percentage of the congregation who are working class men will amazingly use the above-mentioned subject matter as alibi.


Granted, the Bible asserts there is no food for the indolent. Yet, it states undoubtedly the Lord of Hosts feeds the birds of the air, terrestrial animals, and fishes of the water without their asking for it, let alone His most adored creation. What they fail to ‘see’ is the grace of God placed upon them to ‘stresslessly’ make fortunes, money and acquire wealth to His glory. Apparently, the ever-increasing demand of the world’s workforce has made a tough nut to crack task in regularly attending the ground and pillar of all truths, the church. Still, in comparative terms, the income generated from their working places or salaries they earn cannot commensurate with the daily expenditures they incur. So, where is the ‘extra’ money coming from?
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