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  Introduction




  One day, the Holy Spirit told me to take a notepad of paper and a pen into my community center where I serve coffee three days a week. I took the pen and notepad. I was due to meet a young girl and we were going to go and visit a church I was attending at the time. While I was waiting for her, the Holy Spirit gave me a number of subjects to write on. He told me it was going to be a book called Kingdom Nuggets and He gave me the subjects I was going to write about one by one. When I had about sixteen subjects, He had me start to write headings under each of the sixteen subjects. I wrote about eight to ten headings under each subject.




  That was the beginning of Kingdom Nuggets. I only used about 10 of the sixteen topics and resolved to have a Kingdom Nuggets book 1 and book 2.




  The book you hold in your hand is what the Holy Spirit led me to say about each of the subjects. It is my prayer that each nugget of truth may go past your mind and down into your spirit. I hope that this book might not only be read once, but you might use this book again as a devotional, ponder deeply and reflect on each nugget. These nuggets are simple truths about the Kingdom of God that I have come to know and understand. I pray that as the cover shows, they will lead you all the way along a golden path to your eventual mansion in Heaven itself.




  I have not arrived, and I could be wrong in some of what I say, and yet, in my humble observation as I read this today, one year after originally writing it, I cannot see any error. I pray that you will be blessed reading it just as I was blessed to write and prepare it for you to read.




  Matthew Robert Payne




  September 2014




  
Kingdom Nugget 1
Leaving Heaven


  for Earth





  Jesus willingly left Heaven’s perfect environment, where there is no sickness, disease or death. Neither are there such things as threats, violence, accidents or any type of pain in Heaven. Therefore, every type of heartache, including inadequacy, fear, loneliness or rejection doesn’t exist! Sin and its consequences have no part in God’s glorious Heaven.




  To fulfil His Father’s mission, Jesus came to a place full of disease but with no healers, a place where babies were harmed when He was born and where His adult life was under threat. He came to a place of imperfection called earth.




  Sin reigned everywhere on Earth. This new home for the precious Son of God was filled with heartache, self-centeredness, greed, violence, sickness, decay, pride, prejudice, rebellion, injustice and death. The life of Jesus on earth was totally opposite to His life in Heaven.




  To the spirit of Jesus and the Holy Spirit within Him, the earth was a terrible place. Jesus willingly left Heaven knowing that His life on earth was going to be a trial. He came from perfection to that which was corrupt. We need to understand this about Jesus before anything else. He was no ordinary human from birth to ascension. He was the Son of God who came down from Heaven.




  
Kingdom Nugget 2
A Hard Life On Earth





  Growing up, Jesus was ridiculed and laughed at by James, his younger brother. He was constantly teased by His siblings for being mom and dad’s favorite! He lived with the revelation that His entire life would be difficult and at His Heavenly Father’s appointed time, He would die a cruel and public death. Yet, for just one festive day, He was publicly and briefly hailed by a cheering and enthusiastic crowd - as the long-awaited Messiah King.




  Jesus was never fully understood. Emotionally, He carried His cross from His birth to the grave. It can be hard for us to fully comprehend but Jesus was out of this world. Many of us have been teased and ridiculed and so we can relate to that. But Jesus never retaliated to any of the teasing or mocking. Jesus had the whole of Hell going out of its way, coming against Him, trying to make Him sin. Long before Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, He was tempted on earth.




  Jesus lived a hard life on earth so that through his death and blood, we can have peace and a more joyful life of overcoming. Jesus suffered so we don’t need to suffer as much. Some people assume that the only hard thing Jesus went though was the cross and this is wrong. Jesus’ whole life was hard.




  
Kingdom Nugget 3
A Life of Mocking





  Have you ever had siblings who disliked your pure spirit? Jesus was mocked by His brothers because He was pure in heart and innocent.




  




  Outsiders may have labelled Him a bastard because He was conceived out of wedlock! That was a shameful thing in those days. There was shame hanging over his family.




  




  When Jesus started His public ministry and people started to follow Him as a modern answer to society, there arose another group of mockers who had terrible things to say about Him to others and to His face. To the learned and educated in the things of God, Jesus was rejected and mocked. The Pharisees detested Jesus and went out of their way to mock Him publicly.




  




  The Pharisees’ opinion of Jesus led many people astray as they were the experts in all things of the Law. Seeing people influenced by them made Jesus suffer even more.




  




  Then, after a life of misunderstanding and mocking, Jesus went to the cross and the volume of the mocking was raised as the people yelled “Crucify Him!”




  




  And whilst on that cross, Jesus asked His Father to “forgive them for they know not what they do.”




  
Kingdom Nugget 4
Rejection





  In the eyes of others, it would have seemed that Jesus was an unplanned child. This was because Mary and Joseph were engaged but not actually married when Jesus was conceived. In fact, Joseph had already planned to quietly break off the relationship. However, God organized a divine angelic intervention to occur, which subsequently caused Joseph to change his mind.




  Although Joseph was publicly recognized as the father of Jesus, he and Mary both knew he wasn’t the real father. Mary and Joseph knew that this firstborn Son had been miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit and not by man. Therefore, because of His godly character, Jesus would have been considered very different from other boys his age.




  Coming from a highly respected and devout Jewish family, Jesus would have been encouraged to memorize most of the Torah, and to know the books on the prophets by the time He was twelve, for this was a Jewish custom that was vigorously followed. Although Jesus could probably have been a teacher, Jewish law stated that a Rabbi was not recognized as such until he was thirty years old. So He had to wait eighteen years to become a Rabbi.




  In that time, he was probably mocked by his siblings and taunted by some people as being a little too smart for his years.




  When Jesus began His ministry, rejection by both the authorities and the religious leaders had set in. The Jewish leaders used to conduct tests and studies on any Jew who claimed to be the long awaited Messiah. As time went on, these leaders would have seen that Jesus passed every Messianic proof and still, they totally rejected Him as their long awaited Messiah.




  After a three year ministry, Jesus, at thirty-three years old, was publically crucified like a common criminal – the charge: a traitor to Rome! He had been rejected by the very people He had come to save. Have you been rejected? You can be very sure that Jesus knows and understands your personal pain.




  
Kingdom Nugget 5
The Secret Truths





  Have you ever had knowledge about a person, or situation that only you seem privy to? Have you ever had God show you something in His Word, or through a prophetic word, or through a vision or a dream, or maybe through a two way chat with God that absolutely flies in the face of conventional knowledge?




  Solomon said: “For in much wisdom is much grief, and he who increases knowledge increases sorrow.” Ecclesiastes 1:18




  Do you realize that when Jesus was only a boy, He would have read in the Book of Psalms that one day, His Own back was going to be ripped to shreds? His back would be stripped as a plough strips through soil, ready for planting. “The plowers plowed on my back. They made their furrows long.” Psalm 129:3




  One day, as I sat in church, Jesus personally and briefly appeared to me. That day, I saw His whipped and beaten body just as if He was about to be hung on the Cross. When He turned His back, I could see it was full of gaping parallel holes. I’m certain that His back, even with today’s medical technology, would be permanently and horribly disfigured.




  As a serious student of the Prophets, Jesus would have known that what the leaders and teachers of His day were teaching about the Messiah was not right, because their teaching had one major error. The Scribes and Pharisees, as well as the spiritual leaders, could only see in Scripture a conquering King who would one day save Israel from the oppression of Roman rule. Therefore, they eagerly awaited the arrival of this mighty conquering Messiah. This was their constant hope as they interpreted the Old Testament Prophets and Psalms.




  However, Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, rightly saw two comings of the Messiah – First: God’s suffering Servant’s horrific death and glorious resurrection, and much later: God’s Jewish Messiah returning as King of Kings to set up His earthly Kingdom in Jerusalem.




  Jesus tried repeatedly to share the truth of Scripture with His disciples, but at that stage, they could not spiritually understand what He was talking about. They were simple fishermen who left religious studies to those who were better equipped to teach it.




  There is much sorrow and loneliness in profound revelation. But it’s the price you have to pay to be a real friend of God and to share in His secrets. Do you want to choose that kind of life for yourself?




  
Kingdom Nugget 6
Walking With the


  Holy Spirit





  Have you ever been in a place where you are not in control? It can be a very scary place to be because it can be like crossing a raging river and it’s getting too deep for you to stand up in. The current seems to be too strong for it to be safe to continue any further. Caught in that position, you will wonder whether you will keep pressing forward despite the escalating fear inside you! In situations like this, the tough people are sorted out from the weak.




  Jesus had only just been water baptized when He was led by the Holy Spirit to face Satan’s temptation in the wilderness. His humanity was severely tested three times, before Satan departed. He had not eaten for forty long days and He was in a totally weakened state; mentally and physically. But in His spirit, He was rejoicing, for He had successfully overcome Satan’s three temptations by quoting the Word of God to His enemy.




  His wilderness experience certainly would have been far more terrifying than facing a raging current in a mighty river. Fear could have stopped Him in His tracks, but because of the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, He knew that Satan could not win because His mission had to be completed.




  One of His first public appearances was quite a spectacle because He went into the Jewish Temple and in a flying rage, drove out the traders and money changers with a whip! These people had been buying and selling merchandise in His Father’s House of prayer.




  What sort of early public witness would that be to a ministry that was to magnify God’s wisdom, love and power? What kind of reaction would you receive today if you went into a huge popular church and went crazy whipping people who were selling Christian books or buying their Mp3s?




  Jesus did everything the Holy Spirit led Him to do and say. He brought Lazarus back from the dead, even with the knowledge that this act of compassion was going to be signing His own death warrant.




  Today, we are to bear in mind that the Holy Spirit always knows what’s best for us, in order to bring God’s glory in our life. But not all He tells us to do will be easy for us to obey.




  
Kingdom Nugget 7
Reliance On His Father





  If the Bible was our only source of revelation, then the early years of Jesus would remain a total mystery to us. In the time of Jesus, only the Old Testament had been written. Because of an insatiable need for pastors and teachers to back up everything they say with a Scripture or two, people are very wary of others who bring forth information that has only been revealed through visions or by a direct conversation with God.




  For example: At what age did Jesus know that His real Father was in Heaven? This particular information is not openly revealed to us in the Bible. However, it’s recorded that on at least one occasion, Jesus chose to seek His Heavenly Father’s business, rather than that of His parents. When He was twelve years old, a very important year for a young Jewish lad, rather than travel and stay put with His parents, Jesus went to have a chat with the learned religious teachers and scribes in the Temple.




  Jesus knew a lot even at that young age because it’s recorded in Scripture that these leaders in the Temple were astonished at His superior knowledge and the authority in His teaching. So much so, they eagerly wanted to know what great Rabbi had taught this well-informed lad. The new revelation in the statements He had made absolutely astounded them!




  It is my personal belief at the age of understanding, at eight years of age, Jesus knew he was called to be the Messiah and King of the Jews. Through the Holy Spirit, I think he was already conversing with God at this tender age.




  Let us say that from eight to thirty Jesus lay in bed and talked with His pappa in heaven and grew in wisdom and knowledge. So when he is in ministry under the weight of massive healing and teaching and growing a following he used to go out early in the morning to spend time with daddy. Before any Peters and Johns where up asking him questions He used to pour out his pain and rejection and lowliness out to his Father and the fact that He simply could not heal all the sick on earth all by himself. Every day he set many free of disease and every day closed with questions and answers with his disciples till sometimes 2 am. Sometimes Jesus didn’t go to bed and poured out his tears and prayers to the Father and his father would build him up and re-fill him and give him the anointing power for the next day.




  As powerful as Jesus was he could not do a day without a few hours with papa. He had papa show him visions of future things and over the next day he saw himself doing what he saw in the vision that morning or night before. In this way Jesus only did what he saw His Father doing though him in the visions.




  If Jesus with all his anointing that allowed him to heal 100% of the people that came to him and the ability to preach such profound parables needed the Father each day, what makes us think we can do anything without doing the same?




  
Kingdom Nugget 8
Crucifying His Flesh





  Some Christians wrongly assume that the suffering of Jesus occurred just before and on the Cross itself. But Jesus lived with suffering long before His crucifixion and its associated agony.




  The Apostle Paul, in the Book of Romans Chapter six, in the New Testament, talks much about “crucifying” the flesh. This term in Romans lines up with the words spoken by Jesus to His disciples, that to follow in His footsteps, they would have to first deny themselves, take up their cross and follow Him. Taking up one’s cross would involve living in self-denial.




  Back then as it is today, self denial is not something any generation really wants to embrace. Most people don’t have a good understanding of “taking up one’s cross” each day. To those that do continually have their cross weighing heavy on their shoulders, please accept my humble apologies. May God’s grace super-abound to you for that costly decision.




  Not many people may realize, but one major decision by Jesus would have been to leave his mother. For a young Jewish male to opt out of His cultural duty, as the older son of a widow, Jesus would have been a source of much negative gossip and would have possibly bought shame to his family. We could picture these gossips saying: “Mary, why has your boy deserted you? Why has your older boy neglected you? What excuse has He given you Mary?” Curious and outraged outsiders would have asked all these questions and more.




  Although not having the official title of Rabbi, Jesus was recognized even in His teen years as a budding Rabbi by those who listened to His teaching.




  At the required age of thirty, Jesus publicly began His short three year ministry. His first task was to choose His twelve disciples. Being led by the Holy Spirit, He mostly chose simple uneducated fishermen and even a hated tax collector to be part of His close knit team of twelve male students.




  To others, Jesus would perhaps seemed to have laid down His natural human wisdom in choosing His disciples. God’s ways are different to the ways of man. The criticism of man didn’t worry Jesus in the slightest.




  As Christians, sometimes, we too, must be willing to become a fool for the sake of the kingdom of God! Paul later confirmed in Corinthians 1:26-27 that God doesn’t call the noble to do great things, but He calls the so-called “foolish” so that they might bring glory to God.




  Every step Jesus took, including allowing a prostitute to kiss his feet and wash them with her tears; or choosing women to join His disciples; or by angrily taking a whip to the temple merchandisers, not just once but twice, all that Jesus did, he did in submission to the will of the Holy Spirit who was continuously calling the shots to glorify the Father.




  Jesus was radical but He was authentic and real. He was one of the many believers who have gone before, who have displayed “out of this world” levels of humility. For only the humble can lay down the needs and wants of their own flesh and be crucified unto the Lord’s will.




  
Kingdom Nugget 9
Salvation





  Ask a variety of people about how they came to know Jesus and acknowledge Him equal to God the Father in Heaven and you will hear a variety of stories. Just as each of us are unique in character and circumstance, we all have our own special story about how the Lord Jesus made Himself real to our human spirit and how we finally surrendered our life to Him. This story is called our personal testimony and it always makes Satan squirm.
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