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DEDICATION

	 

	I dedicate this book to God. Thank you for the gift of life and nourishment through your word. To my parents, Pastor Anthony & Mrs. Mary Asiedu who are always thankful for everything and have shown me God’s ways. Thank you for the encouragement and for teaching me to be grateful.

	
MOTIVATION FOR WRITING

	 

	In the year 2020, the coronavirus (COVID-19) hit the entire world. The global pandemic brought things to a standstill. Countries underwent lockdown, and fear crippled many for an anticipated second wave and the hope for vaccines. The bible talks about events such as this and many more as this age ends. I like what my pastor used to say, “the pandemic has come to stay, and we must learn to live with it. The world will not be the same again anymore.” That left me thinking, ‘how do I position myself to live with this?’, ‘what attitude should I have during this pandemic and beyond?’ In late October 2020, during the preparation of Elevators ministry towards its 1-year All Nations Prayers and Fasting in 2021, the Lord impressed on my heart to be intentional in thanksgiving throughout the year; a verse of thanksgiving for each day. I discussed with the president of the ministry, Prophet David A. G Eagle, who gave his consent. That led me to search for books on 365 Days of thanksgiving. I got a few but wasn’t satisfied with the content and ended up settling with a book by Daniella Whyte on 365 Days of Thanking God (Cultivating a Heart of Thanksgiving Every day). I enjoyed the quotes but later found out the verses repeated (only about 120 were distinct). I must confess, I became frustrated at a point, and that’s how the Lord inspired me to research more into this area of praise and thanksgiving. I came across over 400 appearances of praise and thanksgiving in its various forms (present, past, future, plural, etc.) in the bible, including the words ‘Blessed be’, ‘bless’, ‘blessing’, ‘blessed’ in the New King James Version (NKJV) which translate as either praise or thanksgiving in other versions such as the New International Version (NIV). I had to merge some verses into a 365, one for each day of the year. The bible was originally written in Hebrew (old testament) and Greek (new testament) and a particular historical context or culture, so looking at it through this lens helps appreciate its contents better. I am grateful for the insight I am drawing and the strength of the Spirit to put this together. By God’s grace, I am gaining more understanding of mysteries and having a lot of fun doing this. To God alone be all the Glory.

	
ABOUT THIS BOOK

	 

	This is volume 1 of 365 days devotional journal of praise, thanksgiving, and assurance of the promises of God, covering January to March. Each day comes with a distinct verse on praise; easy to commit to memory and hidden in some are God’s promises. The scripture references are from the New King James Version (NKJV) unless otherwise stated. It is presented in such a way that everyone, from the least to the greatest, can benefit. Each day also comes with a keyword Hebrew study from the passage, as we look through Genesis to part of the Psalms in Volume 1. Each page is organized into 6 sections:

	1. Date: Which comes with the month & day (e.g., January 1), Week (from 1 to 13), and Day (from 1 to 90). This captures what disparate groups might prefer to go with and serves as a reminder to the reader the week or day of the entire year.

	2. Scripture: The verse(s) for the day is shared here with the days’ keyword in bold letter.

	3.  Today’s Keyword: We look into the keyword; its Hebrew (for an old testament scripture) according to Strong’s concordance.

	4.  Prayer & Confession: This is the column to pray through the passage and make some declarations.

	5. Food for Thought: Some thoughts on the passage are shared; something to think about throughout the day; questions and exercises to do.

	6.  Bible Reading Plan: An optional plan to read through the bible in a year. This book adopts the historical plan (i.e., reading the books as they were historically written, according to their estimated writing date). You can do so by reading or listening. Determine to become a student of the word.

	 

	Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written in it; for the time is near… 

	Revelation 1:3

	 

	As we walk with God, we have to be guided by the truths of His word. God bless you as you make time to study daily and nourish your soul with His word.

	 

	Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!…

	Psalms 150:6
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	ABOUT THE AUTHOR

	
 

	INTRODUCTION

	 

	Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless (praise) His name… Psalms 100:4

	 

	The tabernacle, also known as the tent of meeting/congregation of God had three compartments – the outer courtyard (where the people gathered to worship), the holy place (where the priests served), and the holies of holies (where the high priest ministered). Between the holies of holies and the holy place was a dividing wall (it was a curtain/veil with the temple) and also an entrance door to the holy place separating it from the courtyard. There was an entrance gate (only one entrance) into the courtyard where the altar of burnt offerings (for sacrifices) and laver (for washing or cleansing) were. One had to go through the entrance gate into the courtyard to worship. Here in Psalms 100, we are told the attitude and manner in which one comes to the place of worship. First, go through His (yes, the tabernacle or temple was God’s, His dwelling place) gate (shaar שַׁעַר - city, door, port, opening) with thanksgiving (todah תּוֹדָה - sacrifice of praise, thanks offering, a choir of worshippers – confession, adoration, thank you) and into His courts (chatser חָצֵר - yard, tower, village) with praise (tehillah תְּהִלָּה - songs of praise, laudation, concretely a hymn-praise). The second line goes: Be thankful (yadah יָדָה - to throw, cast, give thanks, confess, to revere or worship (with extended hands)) and bless (barak בָרַךְ - to kneel, praise, by implication to bless God (as an act of adoration)). The people were to come with thanks offering as sacrifice often called a peace (fellowship/well-being) offering; an offering of friendship that was shared with the worshipers, illustrating that the forgiveness of sin results in communion with God and His people.











