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INTRODUCTION

	 

	"Family of Liars," a novel penned by E. Lockhart and released by Delacorte Press in 2022, serves as a precursor to Lockhart’s earlier work, "We Were Liars," published in 2014. 

	 

	It revolves around the story of Caroline "Carrie" Sinclair, set against the backdrop of her family's secluded island, Beechwood, during the late 1980s. 

	 

	As Carrie grapples with addiction, the loss of her sibling, and her sense of belonging within her family, her encounters with a visitor named Pfeff throw her life into turmoil, revealing the depths of darkness within her. 

	 

	Exploring themes of grief, secrecy, and confronting one's past, "Family of Liars" delves into Carrie's journey of self-discovery and redemption.

	 

	The narrative unfolds as Carrie, haunted by the ghost of her deceased son Johnny, recounts her turbulent 17th summer on Beechwood Island. 

	 

	Still reeling from the tragic drowning of her sister Rosemary, Carrie feels isolated in her grief, exacerbated by her escalating codeine addiction stemming from coercive surgery. Discovering a family secret further alienates her, intensifying her insecurities about her place in the Sinclair clan.

	 

	Amidst these struggles, the arrival of guests on the island, including the enigmatic Pfeff, sparks a complex relationship that tests Carrie's boundaries and self-worth. Complicating matters, Rosemary's ghost appears, compelling Carrie to seek closure for her sister's restless spirit. 

	 

	However, a shocking betrayal involving Pfeff and her sister Penny shatters Carrie's fragile world, leading to a harrowing confrontation and a tragic turn of events.

	 

	In a desperate bid to protect her family, Carrie orchestrates a cover-up of Pfeff's death, grappling with guilt and deception. As the truth threatens to unravel, Carrie's inner turmoil escalates, culminating in a confrontation with Pfeff's ghost and a reckoning with her own capacity for darkness.

	 

	Ultimately, Carrie confronts her demons and seeks redemption, resolving to confront her addiction and embrace life's complexities. In a poignant conclusion, she finds solace in familial bonds, acknowledging the impermanence of their present tranquility.

	 

	Through Carrie's tumultuous journey, "Family of Liars" delves into the complexities of identity, guilt, and the enduring power of family ties, offering a compelling exploration of the human psyche and the pursuit of redemption.

	 


PART I

	CHAPTER 1

	 

	In the opening chapter, Carrie Sinclair, the protagonist, reflects on the tragic death of her son Johnny in a fire and the burden of responsibility she carries for it. Despite Johnny's passing, his spectral presence frequently visits Carrie at her family's residence on Beechwood Island.

	 

	Night after night, Carrie engages with Johnny's ghost, who often requests tales of their family's past. One evening, Johnny prompts Carrie to recount the mischievous exploits she, her sisters Penny and Bess, engaged in during the 1980s. 

	 

	Though reluctant to revisit this era due to its painful memories, Carrie recognizes the importance of imparting familial history to Johnny, offering insight into the island's dynamics and their family's idiosyncrasies.

	 

	Initiating her narrative of her 17th summer, Carrie discloses her full name and birth year, 1970, noting significant events such as the arrival of boys on the island and her initial encounter with a ghost. 

	 

	She acknowledges the forthcoming story's emotional weight and her own inclination towards deception ingrained within her family's legacy of dishonesty.

	 

	 

	 


PART II

	 

	CHAPTERS 2-4

	 

	Carrie reflects on her childhood spent in Boston winters and summers on their private retreat, Beechwood Island. She fondly recalls the carefree days swimming in the ocean with her sisters Penny, Bess, and Rosemary, and the extravagant parties hosted by her mother, Tipper, even in the absence of guests.

	 

	However, Carrie's privileged upbringing takes a turn in the summer of 1984 when she overhears a conversation between her parents, Harris and Tipper, discussing her need for jaw surgery to align with the family's aesthetic standards. Despite Tipper's reservations about the surgery's necessity, Harris insists on it to maintain the family's image of strength.
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