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  Chapter One


  Changed by God’s Presence




  If I was to tell you that a moment in God’s Presence could change your life forever. Everywhere we look, the Church is in desperate need to get a passion for God’s Presence. After writing a five book series on the presence of God, I’ve learned that there is always more. No matter where you are in the things of God you need more of Him. I Pray that this book will cause you to hunger for what God has available in His Presence.




  Does God still invade people’s lives with the supernatural today?




  What happens when God gets hold of a person? How is a person’s life changed by a God encounter? Certainly, as Scripture shows, nothing is ever the same again!




  Jacob’s encounter with the living God—in a dream in the wilderness at Bethel—changed him from a deceiving plotter and trickster into Israel, “prince of God,” and father of a nation of the people of God.




  Moses’ encounter with the living God—in a burning bush—changed him from a stuttering backcountry shepherd into a bold leader and deliverer of a nation who could confront the Pharaoh of Egypt, the world’s most powerful ruler.




  Deborah’s encounter with the fierceness of God changed a respectable judge into the deliverer of a nation who rendered courageous counsel to those in authority and vanquished the enemy’s army.




  Saul’s encounter with the risen Christ—in a vision on the road to Damascus—transformed him from a fire-breathing persecutor of the Church into Paul, a fire-igniting apostle and evangelist who carried the gospel of Christ throughout the Roman Empire.




  The archives of history also demonstrate that one God encounter can forever transform the course of a person’s life.




  Dwight L. Moody’s encounter with the calling God—during a prayer meeting in a hay field—changed him from a poorly educated, unconfident shoe salesman into one of the greatest evangelists of modern times. He preached revivals across England and the United States where tens of thousands came to know Christ as Savior.




  Kathryn Kuhlman’s encounter with the relentless love of God changed an ordinary, red-headed, country girl into a world-impacting, miracle-working minister—all for the glory of God.




  Billy Graham had an encounter with the Holy Spirit’s empowering presence—over 50 years ago, in a hotel room in Los Angeles, California—and was thus transformed into one of the Church’s all-time great evangelists who ushered hundreds of thousands of souls into the Kingdom of God.




  Do you long for a genuine “God encounter” in your life? Do you wonder whether or not such experiences still happen today? Do you wonder whether it could happen to you? Then take heart!




  God encounters do happen, and not just to “super-Christians.” They also happen to ordinary people. How do I know? Because God encounters have happened to me. Believe me, if God encounters can happen to me, then they can happen to you. Cry out to Him and make yourself available to Him; He will not ignore you.




  One word of caution, however: A God encounter changes everyone it touches. Once you receive the fire of God’s visitation in your life, then you too will be forever changed. Let the presence of the Holy Spirit flood your being just as it has graciously impacted me. My own encounters with God set me free from fear and intimidation that had bound me all my life. During a supernatural encounter in prayer, God removed the “stronghold” that the spirit of intimidation had held over me since childhood. A God encounter happened in my life! I had always been very conservative and reserved and in a constant battle with intimidation. It made me sick, and I hated it. Much in me wanted to come out, but I seemed to have chains wrapped around my ankles. I was all bound up inside.




  For years, I had cried out, “Lord, I just want to be so totally sold out and consumed with You that this fear gets completely defeated so I won’t even have it anymore.”




  I thank God for hearing and answering my prayers. I’ve learned that God is jealous for a relationship with each one of us. He is angry at the enemy for clothing us with cloaks of comparison and intimidation that have nearly choked the life out of us. Today, God is standing up and warring on our behalf. He is setting the captives free and releasing us into the creativity He ordained for us from the beginning. This release applies to every area of our lives. It is time for us to set our own fashion standards. We weren’t called to be like everybody else; we were called to be the unique person God fashioned us to be.




  Many of us can’t even walk across a room without wondering, what is everybody thinking about me? God’s answer to such a mistaken mindset is direct and to the point:




  2 Timothy 1:7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.




  1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.




  God has been wonderful to me. For years, He has been working on my intimidation and fear problems. Many who know me today would never have thought I had a problem with fear and intimidation.




  Ester 2:9 And the maiden pleased him, and she obtained kindness of him; and he speedily gave her her things for purification, with such things as belonged to her, and seven maidens, which were meet to be given her, out of the king's house: and he preferred her and her maids unto the best place of the house of the women.




  God wants to remove the old information that says, “You are unworthy.” He wants to erase the old programs that taught you. He wants to remove the intimidation and compulsive comparison. God is saying, “Be yourself. I created you the way you are, and I love you just the way I made you.” If you have sinned or failed in some way, then confess it to Him. He is faithful and just to forgive you. Do not be bound by mistakes of the past. If you have confessed the sin, then God has forgotten it, and you are clean before Him.




  Intimidation will cause you to do what you would not do otherwise. When we are on the verge of a breakthrough, the enemy will attempt to come by surprise; he will try to intimidate us to make us settle for less than the total victory that we have yet to see. We need to press through, confront our enemy of intimidation, and allow the Holy Spirit’s boldness to come upon us like the light shining through that gemstone. That light symbolizes the Word that is living and active, as it comes forth from within us.




  We are all “living stones” precious in God’s sight. As we stir up the gifts and callings within us and let the Lord’s boldness come out, we will begin glowing like uncut gems in sunlight. We will become miracles visible to all. This is a good day to do business with God and decide to not let the enemy of intimidation strangle us anymore. It’s time for every noose to come off and for us to bring out the gemstones to see the miracles that God wishes to do through us.




  God wants to woo and draw you into His Presence. When He does, you will walk down that aisle to your Bridegroom with no shame on your face. You will be captivated by His love when He says, “Oh, how I’ve waited for you to come. How I’ve longed to embrace you and be in union with you.” When you come into that place, all your fear just melts away. No matter how much the enemy tries to intimidate you, he can’t stand before God’s perfect love. Oh, how I love His presence and the embrace of my Bridegroom, Lover, and King. His presence is so great that it will change each one of us. We need to have confidence that our Father truly loves us. As a result, we will hear what the Lord will speak in days and nights ahead. We need to release the Holy Spirit’s creative flow over everyone in our families and local church bodies. We need to be who God has made us to be. We need to let Him saturate us with the “water” of His presence so that we can bloom, blossom, and release our unique fragrances. This will only happen as we look neither to the left nor to the right, but keep our eyes fixed on Him. We need to let Him set the standards of what we speak, how we act, how we dress, and how we live our lives. God has ordained that we live under His incredible banner of love, and beside that lies the fruit of His Kingdom presence. The word is here: No More Fear!




  

  Chapter Two


  Atmosphere of Miracles




  When you talk about the Presence of God, you can’t help but refer to atmospheres. The Lord has been speaking to me about healing and miracles in the atmosphere. I want you to listen for the voice of the Holy Spirit in the message in the Word of God, because I'm talking about how to receive healing in the atmosphere, and how you can take action or steps to being healed in obedience to God's Word.




  Acts 14:8, 9 And there sat a certain man at Lystra, impotent in his feet, being a cripple from his mother's womb, who never had walked: The same heard Paul speak: who stedfastly beholding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be healed,




  While Paul was teaching and preaching the Word of God, they brought a man that was crippled in both his feet, and he was born lame. As Paul was preaching the message, Paul was observing the man intently, seeing that the man had faith. I said, "God, what was the man doing? Was he jumping up and down? Did he have a sign?" What was it about the man that Paul saw in the Spirit? In the Spirit, Paul saw faith. Paul was looking for faith.




  I've been in meetings where people get into the prayer line. As I go down the prayer line, when I look at people, sometimes I can discern faith. It's a spirit of faith on them like an anointing. Other people are just without faith. You can feel that too. Faith is something you can see.




  Act 14:10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. And he leaped and walked.
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