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How it all began…


This book started as a program for a French independent radio station during the “first Covid 19 quarantine” in April 2020, broadcast a few months before the announcement of the release of Christopher Nolan's film Tenet, itself delayed several times due to the “Covid-19 pandemic”.


The film came out in August 2020, built around the five words of the Sator square, questioning the reversibility of time and the possibility of changing the future. Astonished by this “coincidence”, we first decided to add a chapter dedicated to Tenet to our French book Autour du Carré Magique, and then to share it to the English speaking world, trying to also decode Christopher Nolan’s message to Humanity in our troubled and twilight world.


It is for us a great pleasure to meet readers and researchers worldwide with this new edition.









François-Marie Périer and Romain Teixeira


Note: we just put a capital letter at Sator, not to break the harmony of the text, even if there were only capital letters in Latin, as ancient monuments testify. Lower case letters were added in the Middle Ages.









“It is a complex system, writing figurative, symbolic,


and phonetic all at once, in the same text, the same phrase,


I would almost say in the same word.”


Jean-François Champollion,


Lettre à M. Dacier relative à l’alphabet


des hiéroglyphes phonétiques, Paris, 1822


“Only enthusiasm is true life.”


Jean-François Champollion









Foreword:


A few approaches to a Mystery



Analogy


Our interpretation of the Sator Square is based on the conviction that this artefact is a medium for very ancient teachings, condensed in the form of symbols and allusions. A way of transmitting that is very characteristic of the Tradition of Hermes. Analogy is absolutely central to ancient thought; we are therefore entitled to assume that this is the case in the context of the Sator Square.


Here is the definition of analogy given by etymonline.com1:


Analogy (n.)


Early 15c., "correspondence, proportion," from Old French analogie or directly from Latin analogia, from Greek analogia "proportion," from ana "upon, according to" (see ana-)+ logos "ratio," also "word, speech, reckoning" (from PIE2 root *leg "to collect, gather," with derivatives meaning "to speak, to 'pick out words'"). A Greek mathematical term given a wider sense by Plato. The meaning "partial agreement, likeness or proportion between things" is from 1540s.


In logic, "an argument from the similarity of things in some ways inferring their similarity in others," c. 1600.”


The French Centre National de Ressources Textuelles et Lexicales precises: “in the philosophic-theological language of the Thomists and Neo-Thomists (St Thomas Aquinas), analogy is the relationship of resemblance that beings maintain with God by virtue of the fact that they derive their existence from Him.”3


This is crucial and essential, in all the meanings of these adjectives: analogy – as well as etymology - could just be the remembrance of our Universal and Spiritual genealogy.


“Of all things, the measure is man”, said the Sophist Protagoras of Abdera (485-415 BC) quoted in Plato’s dialogue The Theaetetus. The sentence can be interpreted in the sense of relativism, putting man in an illusory way at the center of Nature…


But much deeper, in a humbler and nobler way, it is the truth that the Human mind and body, being originated from the Creation and the Creator, allow him to measure the Universe, as some scientists do of the giant Micromegas, in Voltaire’s novella of the same name (1752).


Magic Squares are commonly used in magic and cryptography. Is this an indication of a desire to transmit a message to decode?


The main characteristic of a magic square is the numerical constant. However, in the case that interests us it is not a question of a numerical constant but rather of thematic constants, as we will notice. These themes are common to cultural contexts and periods that are sometimes very distant in time and space.
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The Vitruvian Man, (c. 1490) Accademia, Venice (public domain)



The Emerald Tablet and the Sator Square


One of the founding texts of the Analogic Method is The Emerald Tablet, also known as the Smaragdine Tablet or the Tabula Smaragdina, attributed to Hermes Trismegistus. “Hermes Trismegistus, also spelled Hermes Trismegistos, (is) the Greek name applied to the Egyptian god Thoth as the reputed author or source of the Hermetic writings, works of revelation, on occult subjects and theology. Thoth was the scribe of the gods, the inventor of writings and the patron of all the arts dependent on writing, including medecine, astronomy and magic. At least as early as Herodotus, Greeks had identified him with their god Hermes, and by the 3rd century bce the identification was official. On the Rosetta Stone (196 bce) Hermes “the great, the great” is evidently Thoth. The epithet Trismegistus (Greek: “thrice-greatest”) occurs only rarely outside the Hermetic texts. It represents a development from the Egyptian aa aa (“great, great”; that is, “greatest”), which is found as an epithet of Thoth in late hieroglyphics.”4


Here is the beginning of this text in which the symmetric structure of the Sator Square and the message of the Nun perfectly reflect themselves and complete each others. We propose the translation by Isaac Newton himself. The great physicist was deeply interested in Alchemy:


“Tis true without lying, certain and most true.


That which is below is like that which is above and that which is above is like that which is below to do the miracle of one only thing.


And as all things have been and arose from one by the mediation of one: so all things have their birth from this one thing by adaptation.”


But let us also listen to the remaining, in which we have the basis of the hermetic thought:


“The Sun is its father, the moon its mother, the wind hath carried it in its belly, the earth is its nurse.


The father of all perfection in the whole world is here. Its force or power is entire if it be converted into earth. Separate thou the earth from the fire, the subtle from the gross sweetly with great industry.


It ascends from the earth to the heaven and again it descends to the earth and receives the force of things superior and inferior.


By this means you shall have the glory of the whole world and thereby all obscurity shall fly from you.


Its force is above all force, for it vanquishes every subtle thing and penetrates every solid thing.


So was the world created.


From this are and do come admirable adaptations where of the means is here in this.


Hence I am called Hermes Trismegist, having the three parts of the philosophy of the whole world.


That which I have said of the operation of the Sun is accomplished and ended.”5
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The Emerald Tablet, ancient engraving (public domain)



Philosophy, History, Poetry, Art, Science


Our quest will be based on the three ways of access to knowledge according to ancient Greeks.


Philosophy that uses reason, dialectics and logic. History that relies on facts and the use of memory and experience. Poetry through inspiration and analogy, highlighting a certain number of archetypes.


Let us remember that, mathematics and sciences were a preparation to Philosophy for Socrates and Plato, but only philosophy could reveal the big picture and the sense of Life, Creation and the metaphysical World. The Spirit of the Renaissance and Antiquity also included art: what animated the thinkers of these times was the desire to show the Unus Mundus, the Unity of the World, and there was no compartmentalization between these disciplines - but rather the conception of a Whole connecting All. By headlining the common source of Wisdom and Traditions, we can lay ourselves in modern times the foundations on which to build Peace, and mutual understanding.


Apart from the archaeology of Meaning of the letters and symbolic connotations, there is also a quest for origins and an unconscious auto-biography in all the researches we make, as writer and traveller Graham Robb wrote6. As such, we interpret ourselves by interpreting the Magic Square.
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Alchemical operation (public domain)



Transformation of the alphabets


There is a genealogy of letters we can discover in the comparative boards of ancient scriptures, with Ugaritic, Phoenician, Aramaic, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Arabic: it started with a symbolical design that progressively transformed into a letter, with a sedimentation of meanings. This symbolical design was a little bit like the “pure Idea” of the Platonic philosophy, of which we lost the memory.


The trickle of water in Egyptian hieroglyphs made the N sound.


The same phenomenon can be seen with the R sound and the P sound, represented by a mouth in Egyptian hieroglyphs. In Greek, for example, the Ro is represented by a Latin P. A famous book L’Alphabet des dieux7 (The Alphabet of the Gods) explains this.
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Indra’s Net:


“He who sees the ultimate nature of one thing, sees the ultimate nature of all things”



One of the great teachings of the Magic Square is the idea of Uniqueness and Unity reflecting Universality. We find it in Buddhism and everywhere. The Avatamsaka Sutra says: "He who sees the ultimate nature of one thing, sees the ultimate nature of all things". In the Avatamsaka Sutra, there is a magnificent metaphor: the Buddha, in his meditations, reaches the heaven of Indra, the Hindu king of the gods, and there he sees an immense net, woven, and at each knot of the net, at each crossing of the meshes, there is a different jewel, but each of these different jewel reflects all the other ones. With Tenet, we do have a Net spelt out, neatly, in the centre of the Sator Square, whose meshes cross like a cross-stitch from which everything is woven.


And this Net is itself summarized and contained into the N, the Nun, the primordial Ocean and the original Fish. It is also Noah's boat or ark. And in Net, we can hear Neith, the Egyptian goddess who weaves the world and its limits with seven looms.


We are here in the alchemical Language of the Birds or Green Language, following the idea that all the words come from a unique spring and can echo each others because they bear the same seeds from the same Sower. By going upstream the river of language, we can return to the source and from the source to heaven. The therapeutic and illuminating aspect of interpreting dreams and puns has been demonstrated by Sigmund Freud, Carl Gustav Jung and many others.


The French druid Philippe Camby once said: “Druidism teaches that only the marvelous is real".


The fractal geometry of things shows us that the Real is told everywhere. For instance in the eye we can see the Black hole, the iris and the white, like the summary of the Creation, and an iridologist will be able to read in an eye the current physical and nervous state of a person. The lungs have the shape of a tree and they do allow us to breath like the trees allow the Earth to breathe. They also have the shape of two doves facing each others, remembering the Holy Spirit, made of Light and Breathe, and our heart is a Holy Blood Cup protected by their wings. The brain imitates the labyrinth, at the center of which is the Minotaur, in the Greek myth of Theseus, symbolizing the fact that the excess of intellectualism feeds the beast inside us. “Who wants to make the angel makes the beast”, French philosopher Pascal wrote. And our grey brain actually hosts the reptilian brain, just the opposite of the wings of the dove or the angel. The labyrinth is by the way a central theme of Inception by Christopher Nolan.



What is the Sator Square?


The Sator Square is a 25-letter Latin inscription dating from Roman times. The oldest complete inscription was found in Pompeii in 1936 (another incomplete version was also discovered in Pompeii in 1925) and dates back to 79 AD at the latest.


Copies can be found from the Near East to England. Its origin is highly controversial, but it is attributed to the early Christians who were mostly Judeo-Christians. The Sator Square is made up of 5 words:


SATOR AREPO TENET OPERA ROTAS


The literal translation is as follows:


The SOWER, by the PLOUGH, HOLDS, in the WORK, the WHEELS


Despite the brevity of the text, its allegorical interpretations are innumerable, and somewhere it opens doors to the infinite. This square is said to be "magical" because it can be read in all directions, in palindrome as well as in boustrophedon. Why is this magical? Because, as we said for the Emerald tablet, it reveals the Unity of things, liberating us from the duality at the origin of the Fall in the Genesis, and it could be the mirror of the fact that Ultimate Reality may not not linear, or unequivocal, and that beyond the apparent chaos and duality, there could be and order, a center and a harmony, an origin and a term… in a never ending Reality, a common principle and a common Nature of all things. It may also point the reversibility of Time and Space, even if not in our physical dimension.


The Sator Square leads us to meditate on the very essence of Space and Time, and on Man's destiny.


Another antique palindrome, attributed to Virgil, Dante’s poetical and spiritual master, is: In girum imus nocte et consumimur igni:


“We walk in circles in the night and are devoured by fire”. This enigma is like a night time initiation.
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The inscription on Pompeii’s Palestra, before 79 CE (public domain)
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A



The Sator Square in Latin word by word


“Without craving, without attachment, skilled in words and their


explanation, knowing how syllables are arranged, which come


before and which after, the one in his final body is said to be


(a great person), one of great wisdom.”8


Buddha, Dhammapada, XXIV, 352


It is important for us to give the reader the tools to become a researcher. That’s why we will open many possibilities of translation of the five words of the Sator Square.


Latin is a Indo-European language closely related to Sanskrit and Greek, but also in a lesser way to Germanic and Celtic languages. It is not really a dead language as it is still used in the Vatican and in law texts. Italian Wikipedia writes about Latin: “The ethnonym is said to derive from the Latin latus, or 'extended', in reference to the flat inhabited area, as opposed to the predominantly hilly and mountainous terrain of central Italy. According to Virgil, Latium is said to derive from the verb lateo (to be hidden, to conceal oneself) because, according to legend, Saturn, chased by Jupiter, hid there.” Actually, Saturn is hidden in our Latin Square…


Latin has three genders - masculine, feminine and neutral - singular and plural and many declensions. The words were written only in capital letters, the same word can have different functions and the order of the words does not matter in the sentence. The important is just for us to understand the translation.


Like in Sanskrit, Hebrew or Greek, each important word is like an archetype, originating from a root, which is like a seed, related to the hidden origin of the Word, rich of different meanings: this is why each one of the five words of the Sator Square has been chosen.


Sator is a masculine noun translating as farmer, cultivator, one who sows; figuratively a creator, or the Creator, the father; and in a pejorative way the one who sows discord... We think of the Devil in the parable of Jesus on the good grain and the tares.


Sator can be nominative (subject) or vocative (to call, interpellate, invoke).


Arepo is a hapax legomenon, an unknown word of which there is only one occurrence in literary history. The closest Latin word is Areo, an intransitive verb of the second conjugation meaning to be parched, dry; to have a burning thirst, to be parched, to languish. Therefore it could be translated from Latin as I am parched, dry: I am thirsty, I languish, The idea of a word meaning plough in Gallic is largely more spread among the researchers. But the interpretations of the word are many.


Tenet is the third person singular of the verb teneo. It has several meanings: to hold, to support, to maintain; to touch, to embrace; to remember; to understand, to hear, to know; to reach a place; to direct, to set sail in a direction; to contain; to possess, to command; to guard, to defend a place or position (also figuratively); to obtain, to attain, to win; to attract, to captivate; to maintain one's opinion; to hold back, to prevent, to brake, to obstruct, to impede; to oblige, to constrain, to bind; to surprise, to catch someone at fault, to judge guilty. Let us not enter too much in grammatical considerations but let’s just say that in our case, Tenet can only be the active form of the verb, which translates as: “he/she, it holds, remembers, directs, hinders” etc.


Opera opens up three possibilities. In the first case, opera can come from opus, work, and be nominative plural (subject) or accusative plural (complement) meaning “works”. Since the verb tenet is singular, a plural subject is unlikely. In the second case, it may be opera in the singular, a feminine noun, nominative, that translates as: work; ease; care; the day's work; the mercenary; by or in the work; O work! O mercenary! O day's work! In the third case, if it's a transitive verb, used with a complement: he or she works, in the sense of "to work, to shape something", as working leather.


Rotas is a feminine noun or a verb. As a noun, plural and complement, it means: wheels; in poetry, used as a synecdoche (when the word for a part of something is substituted for the whole thing), it’s a chariot; potter's wheel, winch cylinder; (astronomy) sun disk, star disk; (astronomy) orbit, circular movement; hoop, children's game; (figurative) wheel of fortune; (ichthyology) wheel, sea fish. As a verb, rotare, Rotas can be translated as: you turn, you roll; you do a cartwheel (for a peacock).


[image: ]


Doura Europos, Modern Syria, c. 165-256 CE (public domain)
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Cirencester, England, 3rd century CE (public domain)



An anti-Babel Symbol


On the heuristic level - heuristic “denotes a method of solving a problem for which no algorithm exists, it involves trial and error, as in iteration”9 - the palindrome of the Sator Square can imply that we will have to consider several senses (meanings) of reading (semantics) but also several senses (directions) of reading (from left to right / from right to left). In Latin, we read from the left to the right but in Hebrew or Arabic, it is the opposite. In Chinese, the reading is from up to down… And this is already an invitation to see languages, cults and cultures converge in the heart of the Sator Square like veins towards our 'palpitating' organ of life. In French, in colloquial terms, the heart is called “le palpitant”, which also means thrilling and exciting, provoking nice and romantic emotions that give a meaning to Life. As Champollion, who deciphered the hieroglyphs, said: ‘Only enthusiasm is true life.”


The Magic Square, for its message and its construction, is a kind of answer to the Babel Tower and a map to go back to the unity of human languages.


On a philosophical level, the palindrome can also suggest the existence of a coherence hidden behind the apparent opposition of things.



The Early Christians


The Early Christian spread very quickly eastwards and westwards after Jesus’ ministry on Earth.


In the West, they met the Celtic cults and Druidism and, mixing together, they gave birth to the Celtic Christianities that developed independently from Rome, before pope Gregory I, also named Saint Gregory the Great (540-604 CE) sent Saint Augustine of Canterbury to bring them back into its empire, allying with the Angles and the Saxons that had precisely persecuted the Breton Christians when Rome had left the island to fight the Barbaric invasions on the continent in 410 CE. In the East, the Christians met Zoroastrianism, Hinduism and Buddhism, giving birth to Manicheism and Mahayana Buddhism, also called the Great Vehicle, that totally transformed the Dharma of the Buddha, with the emergence of new sutras, new buddhas, a feminine Sacred Wisdom, Universal Compassion, devotion, the bodhisattvas, a paradise of the Pure land of the West with a trilogy of buddhas, a messianic Buddha of the Future and Love: Maitreya, so similar to Christ and Mithra...


As mentioned above, the Sator Square is attributed to these First Christians. A part of them were Hellenised and even Romanised Jews. Maybe not as much as the Therapists of Alexandria, they were familiar with the cultures of the Greek civilization. We call Hellenism the vulgarization of the Greek culture and language that had been made in the West and in the East, after the conquests of Alexander who reached the Indus river in 326 BC and died in Babylon in 323. Many other religions and philosophies were also integrated in Hellenism. The Macedonian conqueror could have received from his preceptor Aristotle the mission of uniting the World in a kind of Universal citizenship also aimed at by Cyrus the Great (c.600-530 BC).


One thing is essential: when studying the Early Christian, we should never forget the esoteric Gnostics, nor the Essenes of Qumran and the Therapeutae of Alexandria. Now, as well the Catholics, the Protestants or the Orthodox would like to forget or diminish the role of these minorities, but reading Jesus parables and life, knowing better the making of theology and looking at the way Christianity freely spread in the 1st century CE, it is impossible to ignore the legacy of theses groups.
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Greek-Buddhist Christ and Indo-Greek Buddha, Early Christian period in Alfred Foucher, L’Art gréco-bouddhiste du Gandhâra, 1905 (public domain)



Isis, Mary-Magdalene and the Early Christians


After the treason and the murder of her husband by his brother Seth, Isis found the fourteen pieces of Osiris in the Nile delta, on her boat. She reconstituted him but did not find his phallus, which had been swallowed by a fish, an animal we'll be talking about again in relation to the central N in the Magic Square. But she united to Osiris after his resurrection and gave birth to Horus who would avenge his father beating his uncle Seth but loosing one eye in the fight.


Now, oral and apocryphal traditions dating from Antiquity and Middle Ages teach us that, escaping the Roman persecutions with Mary Jacobe, Mary Salome, Martha, Joseph of Arimathea, Lazarus, Sidoine, Maximin, Marcella and maybe others, Mary Magdalene, the companion of the Savior according to the Gospel of Philip, arrived on a boat at Les-Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer, which in ancient times was called Oppidum Ra, in other words the stronghold of Ra. Ra is a solar god, just like Horus, the son of Isis and Osiris, and Les-Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer are at the end of the Rhone Delta as a mirror with the Nile Delta. We have today in this small city the cult of Sara, the Black Madonna of the Gypsies, a name that comes from the Egyptians because they passed through Egypt.


The delta has the shape of a pyramid and is the fourth letter of the alphabet, so we're very much in line with the idea of the Magic Square.


According to the famous bestseller The Holy Blood and The Holy Grail by Michael Baigent, Henri Lincoln and Richard Leigh, published in the 1980s, Mary Magdalene carried the seed of Christ, and the Grail was herself, the carrier of his blood and the guarantor of Christ's descent in Provence and elsewhere. Just like Isis. What's more, at the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew (1:17), there is mention of three times fourteen generations before arriving at the birth of Jesus. There's a very famous Isis temple in Pompeii, even if we have to say that Isis temples were everywhere in the Empire. But today there is also a great festival of la Madonna. The Virgin Mary then replaced Isis in the same trilogy: a male God, the Divine Mother, the Divine Child. Horus the one-eyed falcon was a form of the Resurrection of Osiris. In Islam, the Dajjal will be one-eyed: we recognise the demonising of ancient cults: the new religions integrated many ancient “pagans” cults and ideas after persecuting the Pagans… and later persecuted the Heretics who refused their dogmas inherited from Paganism.
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Mary-Magdalene arriving in Marseilles, Giotto, 14th century CE (public domain)



The Sator Square and the Pyramids


The configuration of the Sator Square bears some similarities to the Great Pyramid of Khufu.


First of all, seen from above, the pyramid appears to be a square. In reality, it has been shown that its four sides are concave and divided into two equal segments10, which could echo the Tenet cross and the number 8. If we pursue this idea, its apex would then correspond to the location of the central N, the Nun or Noun of the Primordial Waters. It is interesting insofar as the vertex in question is the point at which the entire volume of the pyramid unfolds, and the pyramids of Gizeh were considered the center of all emerged lands of the Earth. This would link us, on the one hand, to modern cosmology, to the Big Bang, and on the other hand to that of the Ancients, who conceived of it in geometric terms, the point being the origin of all lines. The pyramidion, the cornerstone that is said to have been made of gold, or at least gilded, as shown in masonic imagery, towers over the entire edifice. There is a relationship between the pyramidion, the notion of the centre and the cubic stone with a point used by Freemasons.


In fact, reversing the pyramidion of the pointed cubic stone allows you to locate its center, hidden in the stone...


Be that as it may, it becomes truly troubling when we put all the above into perspective with the Egyptian etymology of the words “pyramidion” (bnbnt), “Benben, sacred stone of Heliopolis” (bnbn) and “Phoenix” (bnw)...
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The pyramids of Gizeh, 1878, public domain
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Pyramidion of the pyramid of Amenemhet III at Dahshur, wikicommons



Jesus, Osiris and Horus


There’s a current in recent New-Age, zetetism, or skepticism pretending that Jesus never existed because of the similarities existing with Horus or Mithra, clearly integrated buy the builders of Christian theology for a better acceptation of their new religion. Here are some examples according to Dorothy Milne Murdoch:


“Horus was born on '25 December' (winter solstice) in a manger. - He was of royal descent, and his mother was the 'virgin Isis-Mery'. - The birth of Horus, which was witnessed by three 'wise men', was announced by a star in the East. - At the age of 12 he was a child who taught in the Temple, and at the age of 30 he was baptised. - Horus was baptised by 'Anup [the god Anubis] the Baptist', who was beheaded. - The Egyptian god [Horus] had 12 companions, helpers or disciples. - Horus performed miracles, exorcised demons and raised Osiris [his father, here] from the dead. - The god walked on water. - Horus was 'crucified' between two 'thieves'. - He (or Osiris) was buried for three days in a tomb and resurrected. - Horus/Osiris was also the 'Way, the Truth, the Life', 'Messiah', 'Son of Man', the 'Good Shepherd', the 'Lamb of God', the 'Word made flesh', the 'Word of Truth', etc. - The personal epithet of Horus was 'Iusa', the 'Son of the Father who keeps on being born'. He was called the 'Holy Child', as well as the 'Anointed One', while Osiris was the KRST [means the cadaver...]. - Horus fought with the 'evil one', Set/Seth. - Horus reigned for a thousand years.”11


An impressive list that seems capable of shaking the whole Christian theological edifice. Dorothy Milne Murdock’ work had a strong impact in the United States, then worldwide, popularised by Zeitgeist, the Movie.


But one question remains: why are some elements of the Gospel not found in the Pyramid Texts, nor in Buddhism, Mithraism or other ancient religions? The Sermon on the Mount, the merchants driven out of the temple, the miraculous fishing, the scandalous questioning of the formalism of an ancient Law, the opposition to a powerful clergy, the proclamation of grace and universal forgiveness, the missions throughout the world, the openness to other communities of believers and their appreciation, the call to a poor life...


There are historical texts also in the Roman historiography, and the question is: how could a totally invented story spread so quickly. When he sent Augustine of Canterbury to England, Gregory I asked the missionaries not to contradict the Pagans, but to integrate their creeds in Christianity. This happened in many places. Now, this integration of ancient cults became an argument to fight the real existence of Jesus... Selecting some facts or texts and excluding others, it is easy to build totally different versions of History.
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Isis with Horus the child, c. 680-640 BC



Sator and Rotas, Zarathustra


We can hear, through Sator and Rotas, Zoroaster, also known as Zarathustra, who lived between 1500 and 1000 BC and was a great prophet among the Persians, bearing in mind that there are undoubtedly influences from the followers of the very popular Persian god Mithra in Pompeii. It is well known that Mithra had a lot in common with Christ. French atheist historian of Christianity Ernest Renan (1823-1892) even said that if the Roman Empire had not become Christian, it might well have become Mithraist. Born of a virgin, Mithra was celebrated on 25 December, for the rise of the Sol Invictus, unbeaten or invincible Sun, as the Buddha of the Future and of Love, Maitreya, would also be called, Ajita, the Invincible. In fact Maitreya, as mentioned above, is the synthesis achieved by the new Buddhism of the Great Vehicle, in the first century AD, between Christ and Mithra. Mithra gives a great banquet with his relatives on the eve of his death, dies and is resurrected, and like Christ on his white horse in the Book of Revelation, he must return with armies of white horses.
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Relief banquet of Mithra, c. 2nd-3rd CE, Grandôla



Campania and archeo-logy: a sign of the Times between two World Wars


Campania Felix was the name of the Roman provincia of Pompeii, and it is a region of mysteries that has survived the centuries. Its capital is Naples that boasts the Castel dell'Ovo, in whose foundations Virgil (70 BC-19 BC) is said to have placed an alchemical egg that would protect the city. The Sibyl of Cumae was an important oracle who prophesied between Naples and Pompeii.


Pompeii is the archetype of the archaeological discovery, and in this book we are ourselves making archaeology. Archaeology is the knowledge or the speech on ancient things, but playing a little bit on the words, we could also say: the discovery of the "Ancient (archaeo) Language (logos)", the search of the Ancient Word and the Ancient World. The novel La Parole perdue (The Lost Word) by Frédéric Lenoir and Violette Cabesos12, is set in Pompeii and asks what Christ could have written in the dust on the one occasion when he is said to have traced written signs, before speaking to those who wanted to stone the adulterous woman, as they were authorised to do under Old Testament law.


Pompeii was named after Pompey, who had captured the pirates of the Mediterranean: he sent Roman ships from all the ports and gradually caught them all in a net that is at the center of Pompeii’s magic square. That's what made him famous and glorious, so much so that he was a rival of Caesar, who had him assassinated. So with Pompey, we have this idea of catching fish as in Christ's fishing.


Pompeii is Vesuvius, and the exhumation of this square and the cycles it breathes into and inspires us are like the harbingers of cataclysms to come or to return. Christopher Nolan would not contradict us. It's also worth noting that the Latin name Vesuvius is almost a palindrome, and that there was a major earthquake in Campania, the Pompeii region, in 344 AD.


It was on 12 November 1936 that the famous Italian graffiti specialist Pompeo Della Corte discovered the Square along a column in the Grande Palestra - the Great Gymnasium - not far from the Amphitheatre... It was the Fascist period, Mussolini, Franco, the Spanish war, the Rome-Berlin axis, a black, saturnine year, despite the hope, alas quickly dashed, of the Front Populaire in France against the rise of Fascism. Saturn was going once again to devours his children. Persecution of the Jews, as in the time of the first Christians, by modern empires that laid claim to ancient pagan empires, the Aryan race, ancient Rome, seeking to wipe out the Judeo-Christian religions, slave cults which, according to them, had weakened man and betrayed their race...


This Magic Square was resurrected shortly after the discovery in 1930 of a planet or “celestial body” called Pluto, named after the god of the Underworld, rich in souls. The 12 November 1936 was Saint Christian's Day. Symbolically, the day of the Christian under the sign of Scorpio, formerly the Eagle, the Martian and Plutonian sign trying to survive during fall, when the days always become darker and there seem to be no end to this descent. The Scorpio wants lucidity, truth, he refuses illusions, he considers only what resists destruction or deconstruction, opposes Eros to Thanatos, but he also tries to find Salvation through mystical Love and sacrifice. He is ready to explore darkness. The second inscription discovered in Pompeii in 1936 bore below the Magic Square... SAUTRAN and then, in smaller characters, VALE and ANO below it. Ano Sautran evokes for us The Lord of the Rings, the rings of Saturn, or the year of Saturn.


In the dark period of the Twenties and the Thirties between two wars, the Fascists and the Nazis were preparing their armies, like Sauron with his orcs in the forges, to destroy the men of the West. Tolkien, after studying in his youth Wagner's Ring of the Nibelungen, had translated Beowulf in 1926 and published The Hobbit in 1937. The success of The Hobbit would be the starting point of The Lord of the Rings.


Humanity understood at that time what was being played out, and signs were given, such as the Magic Square in Pompeii, a reminder of ancient catastrophes.
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Pompei, 1890 (public domain)



A Jewish Origin?


Scholar Nicolas Vinel13 points that when the oldest Sator Square was discovered in Pompeii, F. Grosser observed that the palindrome was composed of the same letters as the two words Pater noster and showed that it was possible, with its twenty-five letters, to form the cross evoked by Jérôme Carcopino:


“Many exegetes took this anagram at face value: it could not have been accidental and was proof of the Christian origin of the square. Now, in 1936, a Sator was discovered in Pompeii, on a column in the palace, where it is completed by other inscriptions: the same hand has written SAUTRAN underneath and then, in smaller characters, VALE; a second hand has added D above and ANO below. (…)”


Nicola Vinel makes the hypothesis of a Jewish cryptogram using Pythagorean arithmetic. It could be both a Jewish sign of recognition, with the dimensions of the bronze altar of Exodus 27 (“Build an altar of acacia wood, three cubits high; it is to be square, five cubits long and five cubits wide. Make a horn at each of the four corners, so that the horns and the altar are of one piece, and overlay the altar with bronze”) and a soteriological (salvation) symbol, an image of the bronze serpent of Numbers 21, 8-9 (“The LORD said to Moses, “Make a snake and put it up on a pole; anyone who is bitten can look at it and live.”So Moses made a bronze snake and put it up on a pole. Then when anyone was bitten by a snake and looked at the bronze snake, they lived.”) Nicolas Vinel argues that this symbol is underlined by Sautran, a transcription of a Hebrew imperative preceding the letter N, the symbol of the serpent in Judeo-Christian epigraphy. Ara aerea means bronze altar, and offers a very interesting explanation for Arepo.
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The Hebrews’altar of burnt (wikicommons, Gabriel Fink)



Pater Noster, Alpha and Omega


Nicolas Vinel’s interpretation is essential and inescapable but does not explain everything, as the Jews of the 1st century CE were often hellenised, as mentioned above. The Pater Noster is indeed there, as is the whole of ancient culture. To reduce this cryptogram to Judaism, which itself, like the others, is a syncretistic religion in its rites and theology, is to rob our enigma of its intrinsic multiculturality and universality, and to forget where it comes from and where it's going. Add to this the Gnostics, whose snake cult is also illuminated by this article, and Pythagoreanism, which influenced Judaism in the first century AD to such an extent that the historian of the time, Flavius Josephus, wrote that the Essenes had adopted the Pythagoreans' way of life.


In 1926 Felix Grosser, an evangelical pastor, discovered a remarkable thing. All 25 letters of the Sator square can be arranged as shown in the illustration above. In this way, the Latin phrase "Pater Noster" appears horizontally and vertically, forming a cross, an undeniably Christian symbol.


It's also worth noting that the N keeps its central position. Asserting all its symbolism.


On either side, as we can see, we find the letters A and O, referring to the Alpha and Omega of the Gospels (Apocalypse 22 :13).


All this resonates with the notions developed in the Tabula Smaragdina, notably the concept of unity and the adaptation based on it: the beginning (Alpha), the means by which everything is done (The Cross or Crucible) and the end (The Omega).


This fact reinforces the belief that this magic square is closely linked to the culture of the early Christians.
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The Pater Noster and the Lemniscate
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