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Chapter 1: Stick of A Spaniard In A Cannon And Throwing Him Into The Sea
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When the fortress was in the hands of the Spaniards, they were bombing the minarets of the mosques in the time of the prayers calling (Adane) They did this just for amusement. But when we settled in Algiers, they stopped this heinous behavior worrying us. Thus, made them unhappy. When we took up this fortress, it came to me the detained artillery commander who was the first responsible for the minarets’ destruction and for the assassination of several ‘Adane callers’. I told him: “Oh infidel, you are an excellent sniper. You ruin any minaret with a single shell. Look now how it will be the true sniping”.

Then, I ordered to place him in a cannon mouth and throw him into the sea. Also, I beat the neck of his assistant and ten of his artillery soldiers. I put the rest in the jail. We didn’t have any need for this citadel. I mined and detonated it. After that, I gathered 30 000 infidel prisoners in Algeria; I decided to use them in construction of a Waves broker connecting the fortress with the harbor using its rocks. That way, we could be made a magnificent and secure harbor for Algiers city. My seizing of the castle makes Carlos, the Spain king, frantic even as he cut the head of the emissary who notified him.

He announced: “The confiscation of the garrisons is the working of the glorious emperors like me. How a sea thief like Barbarossa dared to pick up my castle? In the time when I conquered the France king and putting him in one of Madrid dungeons, I couldn’t push a pirate like this? Surely, the original cause for that returns to the incapability of my commanders in land and sea. You place my face on soil, go out now.” It was one of my habits to invite the kuffar commanders, captains, priests, artists, governors, who fell hostages, to talk with them and argue about various matters.

I didn’t ask them shortly to extract the information from them, but I was communicating with them as a friend perform. With that strategy, I gained from them precious clue. Even I was always aware of the vital secrets unknown in Europe palaces. The truth that I should mention here that I have spies in the entire Mediterranean countries. But sitting with the prisoners of war and dialoguing with them is better to gain the information. What Carlos said after I grabbed the rocky fortress came to me with that way. I knew too from one of captives that Carlos is now in Barcelona and he traveled to Genoa, which is like so many European kingdoms’ belongings to Carlos.

His highest Admiral called ‘Andrea Doria’ was too from Genoa. After the destruction of the Spanish castle, a flotilla of ships unaware of that, came with the supplies to the soldiers. They didn’t find the castle they thought they missed the road they continued the sailing until they find themselves surrounded by 15 ships of ours in front of the Algerians eyes.

We overcome most of them meanwhile 350 surrendered sent to prison. This incident left behind an attitude that the Spanish ships could not yet approach the Algerian coasts. In the meantime, my highest commander ‘Sinan Raiss’ collapsed in ill health. I forwarded the commandment to’ Idin Raiss’.’Idin’, who was more expert in sea work and more courageous than ‘Sinan Raiss’. In a day, I invited him and I explained him: “my son ‘Idin’ you’ll leave out this year for the conquest in the west of the Mediterranean sea.You should sail until you enter the Cebta (Ceuta) strait. When you come back occupy the Spain coasts without making them getting you. Then take with you the biggest numbers as you can from our brothers the Muslims refugees in Granada mountains. Take them all to Algiers. My blessed supplication will be with you but don’t forget to look at the necessary to succeed in this mission”. He replied: “On the head and eye Basha”. He goodbye me and quit.

He selected ten ships and applied my plans until he crossed five enormous ‘kaderga’ model ships. He began a great battle with her sailors. He defeated them all, seized the ships and sent her to Algiers with Turkish men. In the day eleven, from his left of the harbor, these five ships were docked. I was glad about that because they were military ships with an exceptional quality. In other hand, ‘Idin Raiss’ still sweeping on the Spanish cities on the south coast, bombarding them with shells and detaining the Spaniards. He rescue too the escaping Muslims that he encountered until his ships were entirely full. When he heard that ‘Idin Raiss’ transported thousands of Muslims, the Spanish king Carlos ordered one of his great admirals named ‘Portondo’ to cut his returning road and he promised him a 10 000 golden piece prize if he accomplish this mission.
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