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CHAPTER ONE

	Introduction

	 

	“If you're not out there taking some risks, if you're just coasting along with your wins, then you're not really trying.” 

	- Ron Howard

	 


Ron Howard was born in Duncan, Oklahoma. Both of his parents had acting careers. Ron had his stage debut when he was 18 months old and his film debut when he was 4 years old. Millions of Americans recognized him as Opie from The Andy Griffith Show after his outstanding performance in the film The Music Man. Over a long period of time, the show was a staple of prime time, and it is being shown in syndication to this day.

	When he was in his late teens, Howard landed the starring role of Richie Cunningham on the long-running comedy Happy Days. Simultaneously, he had starring roles in American Graffiti and The Shootist, John Wayne's last picture. Howard's acting in these roles garnered rave acclaim, but by that point, he had already set his sights on directing movies.

	Howard directed many episodes of Happy Days, but no big studio would give him the reins to a full picture despite his fame. After much negotiation, Howard reached an unprecedented agreement with indie film producer Roger Corman. Corman was renowned for taking risks, such as hiring Francis Ford Coppola and Martin Scorsese when they were both relatively unknown. In return for the chance to direct, Howard volunteered to perform in a picture for Corman for next to nothing.

	Corman had scheduled the unmade Grand Theft Auto into cinemas without a screenplay or framework for the picture. In only two weeks, Ron Howard and his actor dad, Rance, wrote the story and began to work on the film. After the unexpected success of Grand Theft Auto, Howard was able to get into the mainstream film industry, and his first feature was the Henry Winkler–starring comedy Night Shift.

	Howard's acting career had been defined by his portrayal of the stereotypical "all-American lad." He was now being typecast as a filmmaker of comedy only. With the fantasy picture Willow, he made his first bold move away from the norm director and producer George Lucas. Soon after, he blended humor and fantasy in the massively successful films Splash and Cocoon. Working with Tom Hanks on Splash was the first of many collaborations. Imagine Entertainment, which Howard and his collaborator Brian Grazer established in 1986, has been responsible for producing all of Howard's films since that year. Howard has directed and produced a number of successful films, including Kindergarten Cop and My Girl.

	In addition to his continued success with comedies like Parenthood and The Paper, Howard effectively transitioned into large-scale dramas with the release of Backdraft, a thrilling story of Chicago firemen complete with explosive action scenes. In Apollo 13, Howard recounted the true story of the three astronauts who risked their lives on a failed trip to the moon in 1970. The Directors Guild of America honored him as that year's Best Director for his work on Apollo 13. The former child actor has risen to the top of the Hollywood filmmaking industry.

	Howard's dramatic side was further explored in the thriller Ransom and the grandiose historical epic Far and Away, both of which drew inspiration from the experiences of Howard's own pioneer forebears in Oklahoma. Since its inception, Howard has co-chaired Imagine, a production company that has produced many critically acclaimed television shows, such as Felicity, Arrested Development, Friday Night Lights, and 24, in addition to feature pictures directed by Howard and others.

	A Beautiful Mind, the horrific real tale of John Nash, a mathematical prodigy struck with schizophrenia at the height of his career, was one of Howard's biggest accomplishments as a filmmaker. In 2002, the film took home four Academy Awards, including Best Picture and the Best Director trophy for Howard. Howard's career as a filmmaker was one of the decade's bright spots. His subsequent adaptations of Dan Brown's best-selling books, The Da Vinci Code and Angels & Demons, also grossed millions at the box office. Frost/Nixon, a riveting film version of a stage play about former President Richard Nixon's interview with British journalist David Frost, was an even more unexpected hit.
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