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    Foreword




    A personal note from the editor…




    “What if…?” was the question that gave birth to Behind the Story Books.




    When I pick up a book, from the first letter to the last, I am often completely enveloped in the novel - I’m laughing, rejoicing, fighting, and crying, side by side next to the characters. Even long after the book is finished, I found myself reminiscing about the scenes and characters over and over again in my head like a broken tape recorder – I was left high and very dry.




    One particularly pleasant evening, after closing the last page to a wonderful story, I just HAD to find out everything about the book - how it was created, how it was developed, who the author was, - everything.




    This sudden spurt of passion has led me to create and develop Behind the Story Books, to share with you - my fellow book lovers – a fan’s love for books. I hope you can see the love that went into the creation this book. Please enjoy this book and support Behind the Story Books. It is created for a fan, by a fan.




    So without further ado, I present to you…
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    Props and Sets




    Book Title: THE DRY GRASS OF AUGUST




    Author Name: ANNA JEAN MAYHEW




    Time it was written: 1987-2005 (18 YEARS)




    Place it was written: NOT SPECIFIED




    First publication: 29 MARCH, 2011




    Publisher: KENSINGTON PUBLISHING CORP.




    Narrator: FIRST PERSON




    Point of view: JUBIE WATTS




    Tone: BRIGHT AND CURIOUS




    Tense: PAST TENSE




    Setting (Time): 1954




    Setting (Place): CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA AND FLORIDA




    Protagonist: JUBIE WATTS & MARY




    Theme: RACISM, HEARTBREAK, LOVE, ADOLESCENCE JOURNEY




    Motif: NONE




    Symbol: NONE


  




  

    “Who’s the author anyways?”
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    Anna Jean Mayhew, also called A.J., was born in Charlotte, North Carolina on January 27, 1940. Most of her works reflect her memories of the segregated South. (1) When it comes to experience, this author is definitely one with a wide range. When she realized that she wanted to pursue writing, she went out of her way to make sure she improves her style. (4) Her experiences also contributed to her success as a novel writer. She has worked as a production editor for a major medical journal. This experience gave her the research skills needed to validate historical information for The Dry Grass of August. She was also an editor of a science fiction fan magazine. Her other stints include running a court reporting agency. This experience allowed her invaluable insights into speech patterns and dialect. Through her court reporting experience, she is able to bring out the truth to the dialogue in her fiction. She also has experience with opera management, which gave her the importance of plot and flair for the dramatic production. She has been a member of a writing group since 1987. At present, she already leads two writing groups. She is a writer-in-residence at the Weymouth Center of Arts & Humanities. She is also a former member of the Board of Trustees of the North Carolina Writer’s Network. Although she has been in writing for a long time, The Dry Grass of August is Anna Jean Mayhew’s first novel. She is now working on her current novel entitled, Tomorrow’s. (1)She now lives in Hillsborough, North Carolina with her Swiss French husband, Jean-Michel Margot.
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