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 	A poem in octosyllabic couplets, ‘Bran’ appeared in Household Words on 22 October 1853. Possibly, like ‘Sketches among the Poor, No. 1’, this was jointly produced by husband and wife (who may have met the original Breton tale while holidaying in France that summer). The ballad related how the hero’s mother crossed the sea to ransom her son, only to discover a lifeless Bran; for, misled by a deceitful jailor, he had died in despair of her ever arriving. The conclusion illustrates those traditional beliefs of Brittany which represent the dead as re-appearing in the guise of birds. Doubtless Mrs. Gaskell was drawn to the tale by its inherent poetry and pathos. by the devotion of Bran’s mother, and by the legendary returning of the dead. The versification is competent, and the narrative easy-flowing.

 	(Sharps, Mrs. Gaskell’s Observation and Invention, 173)





 “Bran”



 	This ballad commemorates the great Battle of Kerloan fought in the tenth century. Kerloan is a small village a the coast of the country of Leon, one of the ancient divisions of Brittany. Evan the Great then and there challenged the men of the North (Normans). The illustrious Breton chief compelled them to retreat; but they carried away many prisoners when they embarked; and among them, was a warrior named Bran, grandson of an earl of the same name, who is often mentioned in the Acts of Brittany. Near Kerloan, on the sea-coast, there still exists a small village, where most probably Bran was made prisoner. It may be necessary to add that Breton traditions frequently represent the dead appearing in the form of birds, and that the love of country and of home, is to this day a passionate feeling among the Bretons. Bran, besides being a man’s name, signifies also a crow in the Breton language.










OEBPS/cover.jpeg
Bran






