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Foreword


Dear Reader,


To explain the particularity and I would even say the uniqueness of this book is not an easy task. Discover Islamic Art in the Mediterranean is in fact not only a book but the result and witness of a unique co-operation between persons who intend ‘Art’ as a sublime ambassador of different historical experiences, and who believe in the force of expression of Art to promote mutual understanding and respect.


Below I will describe briefly our exceptional experience that would have been impossible without the support of the European Union.


For almost three years 150 experts from 16 different countries, communicating in nine different languages, have been working together to create the biggest museum in the world: a new form of virtual museum combining both physical and virtual exhibition venues into an authentic museum with no frontiers where artefacts from various museums, as well as monuments and archaeological sites from various countries, are interrelated with each other. The artistic legacy of the Islamic Civilisation in the Mediterranean is the theme of the first Permanent Collection of this new museum, and this book is the first exhibition catalogue published by the www.discoverislamicart.org Virtual Museum in connection with a cycle of 18 Virtual Exhibitions inviting the visitor to Discover Islamic Art in the Mediterranean.


Thirty-nine of the scholars, museum curators and experts in cultural heritage, having participated in the experience of building the Virtual Museum, are the authors of the 22 chapters that will take the reader through 13 centuries of history, from the period of the Prophet Muhammad up until the end of the Ottoman Empire (AH 1341/AD 1922). The great Islamic Dynasties of the Mediterranean are the protagonists of this book, together with their fascinating artistic and cultural legacy. A short historical introduction at the beginning helps to contextualise the rise of Islam.


Discover Islamic Art in the Mediterranean is a collaborative work that was written for all those who share our idea that there is not only one history, but there are at least as many histories as there are peoples. The idea of this book is to contribute to a historically more accurate and thus more authentic understanding of Islam by offering different perspectives of interpreting history, art and culture.


Finally, please note that we are using a simple phonetic transliteration of the Arabic terms set in Italic characters, and that we do not provide their plural forms. For dates relating to Islamic history we provide both the hijra date (which according to Islamic tradition started from the migration of the Prophet from Mecca to Medina in 622) together with the commonly used Gregorian dating system.


We hope you enjoy discovering the world of Islam in the Mediterranean and very much look forward to your feedback through our Virtual Museum: www.discoverislamicart.org.


Eva Schubert


Chairperson and Chief Executive


Museum With No Frontiers





Chronology


Mounira Chapoutot-Remadi





	AH


	AD


	




	

	527–65


	Emperor Justinian begins the reconquest of Italy and Africa.





	

	535


	Vandal Africa reconquered by the Byzantines.





	

	c. 570


	Year of the Elephant. King Abraha of Ethiopia attacks Mecca with an army mounted on elephant back. The Prophet Muhammad is born.





	

	589


	Third Council of Toledo. Conversion of the Visigothic King Reccared to Roman Christianity.





	

	610–41


	Reign of Heraclius.





	

	610


	First revelations of the Qur’an.





	01


	622


	Prophet Muhammad emigrates from Mecca to Medina. Hijra (migration), year one.





	11


	632


	Death of the Prophet.





	11–12


	632–3


	The wars of Apostasy (hurub al-Ridda) in Arabia subdued by Khalid ibn al-Walid.





	11–13


	632–4


	Caliphate of Abu Bakr.





	28 Jumada I 13


	30 July 634


	Victory of the Arabs over the Byzantines at al-Ajnadayn, led by General Khalid ibn al-Walid who was known as ‘the Sword of Islam’; thus begins the conquest of Palestine except for Jerusalem and Caesarea.





	13–21


	634–44


	Caliphate of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab.





	Shaban 14


	September–October 635


	Victory of the Arabs over the Persians at Buwayb which begins the conquest of the Sassanid Empire.





	Rajab 15


	August 636


	Battle of Yarmuk, the conquest of Syria and the occupation of Damascus.





	16


	637


	Victory at al-Qadisiyya over the Sassanids and the fall of Ctesiphon, the ancient capital of the Sassanid Empire.





	16


	637


	Victory of the Arabs at Jallula, which ended the conquest of Iraq. Foundation of Basra in the south of Iraq by ‘Utba ibn Ghazwan.





	17


	638


	Caliph ‘Umar chooses the lunar calendar for the Muslim state and sets the start of the Hijra calendar at 16 July 622.





	17


	638


	Conquest of Jerusalem (Ilya) by Abu ‘Ubayda al-Jarrah.





	17


	638


	Foundation of Kufa by Sa’d ibn Abi Waqqas, a Companion of the Prophet.





	20


	641


	Conquest of Egyptian Babylon (current old Cairo).





	23


	643


	Fustat, the first capital of Egypt, founded by ‘Amr ibn al-‘As.





	26 Dhu al-Hijjah 24


	3 November 644


	Caliph ‘Umar assassinated.





	23–35


	644–56


	Caliphate of ‘Uthman.





	26


	647


	First Arab expedition into Ifriqiya. Battle of Sufetula (Sbeitla).





	18 Dhu al-Hijjah 36


	17 June 656


	Assassination of ‘Uthman and beginning of the caliphate of ‘Ali.





	16 Jumada II 36


	9 December 656


	‘Battle of the Camel’. ‘Ali’s adversaries ‘A’isha, Muhammad and Talha defeated.





	36–7


	657


	Revolt by Mu‘awiya, governor of Syria. Fitna, the division of the Muslim community.





	8 Safar 37


	26 July 657


	Battle at Siffin between Mu‘awiya and ‘Ali; war is prevented. Arbitration is accepted by ‘Ali but the Kharijites, a supporter group, secede from ‘Ali’s army.





	38


	658


	Kharijites defeated by ‘Ali at Nahrawan in Iraq.





	41


	661


	‘Ali assassinated at Kufa by a Kharijite.





	41–60


	661–80


	Mu‘awiya proclaimed caliph; he founds the Umayyad Dynasty.





	50


	670


	Foundation of Kairouan by ‘Uqba ibn Nafi.





	10 Muharram 61


	10 October 680


	Ashura: the date of the death of al-Husayn, son of ‘Ali, at the Battle of Karbala.





	62


	682


	‘Uqba ibn Nafi defeated and killed by the Berber chieftain of the Awraba tribe, Koceila, at Téhouda near to Biskra.





	65–86


	685–705


	‘Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan Arabises the administration of the Muslim Empire and mints a gold coin.





	79


	698


	Hasan ibn Numan ousts the Byzantines from Carthage.





	83


	702


	Hasan defeats and kills Kahina, Queen of the Berbers.





	88–96


	705–15


	Caliph al-Walid I erects the mosques of Damascus and al-Aqsa in Jerusalem, and rebuilds the Medina Mosque.





	92


	711


	Beginning of the Arab-Berber conquest of al-Andalus led by Musa ibn Nusayr and his Berber lieutenant Tariq ibn Ziyad. Defeat of the Visigoths and the conquest of Córdoba.





	114


	732


	Charles Martel, ruler of the Frankish realms, stops the Arabs at Poitiers.





	132


	750


	Victory and accession of the Abbasids with Abu ‘l-‘Abbas al-Saffah.





	135


	752


	Foundation of al-‘Askar, the second palatine city located north-west of Fustat, by the Abbasid governor of Egypt.





	137–71


	756–88


	‘Abd al-Rahman I al-Dakhil founds the Umayyad Emirate of Córdoba.





	145


	762


	Abu Jafar al-Mansur (r. 136–58/754–75) founds Baghdad, capital of the Abbasids (dynasty ends 656/1258).





	160–8


	777–84


	Abd al-Rahman ibn Rustam founds the Kharijite Dynasty of Tahert in the Central Maghreb, which lasts until 296/909.





	170–93


	786–809


	Caliphate of Harun al-Rashid.





	181 and 191


	797 and 807


	Charlemagne’s ambassadors arrive in Baghdad.





	173


	789


	Idris ibn ‘Abdallah flees to the Maghreb and founds the city of Fez.





	184–97


	800–812


	Ibrahim ibn Aghlab founds the first dynasty in Ifriqiya: the Aghlabids (dynasty ends 296/909).





	185


	801


	Foundation of al-Abbasiya near to Kairouan.





	201–23


	817–38


	Ziyadat Allah reforms the Kairouan Mosque.





	212


	827


	Conquest of Sicily by Asad ibn al-Furat.





	254–70


	868–83


	Ahmad ibn Tulun, governor of Egypt, founds the Tulunid Dynasty (ends 293/905) and the mosque that bears his name in the city of al-Qata’i.





	263


	876


	Aghlabid al-Raqqada erected near to Kairouan.





	296–363


	909–73


	The Fatimid Dynasty rules Ifriqiya.





	305–8


	917–21


	Foundation of Mahdiya by ‘Abdallah al-Mahdi (r. 297–322/ 909–34).





	316


	929


	‘Abd al-Rahman III (r. 300–50/912–61) proclaims himself Caliph of Córdoba.





	334–447


	945–1055


	The Shi‘a Dynasty of the Buyids, ‘Protectors of the Abbasid Caliphate’, establish themselves in Baghdad.





	335–6


	947


	Death of Abu Yazid, leader of the last great Kharijite revolt in the Maghreb.





	336


	948


	Foundation of Al-Mansuriya near to Kairouan.





	359


	969


	General Jawhar al-Siqilli founds Cairo (al-Qahira) for his master al-Mu‘izz li-Din Allah.





	363


	973


	Al-Mu‘izz leaves Ifriqiya to his Zirid lieutenants and founds the Fatimid Dynasty of Egypt, which lasts until 567/1171.





	398


	1007


	Foundation of al-Qala’t by the Bani Hammad, cousins of the Zirids of the Central Maghreb.





	399


	1009


	Destruction of the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem, ordered by the Fatimid Caliph of Egypt al-Hakim (r. 386–411/996–1021).





	422


	1031


	Fall of the Umayyad Caliphate of Córdoba and the birth of the ta’ifa kingdoms.





	448


	1055


	Tughril Beg, founder of the Great Seljuq Dynasty, enters Baghdad, ousts the Shi‘a Dynasty of the Buyids, restores Sunnism and becomes protector of the Abbasid caliph.





	453


	1061


	Beginning of the Norman conquest of Sicily by Roger of Hauteville.





	460


	1067


	The Bani Hammad found Béjaia (Bougie).





	462


	1070


	Foundation of Marrakesh by the Almoravids.





	463


	1071


	Defeat of the Byzantines at the Battle of Manzikert opens up Asia Minor to the Turks.





	468–708


	1075–1308


	Seljuq Dynasty of Rum (Anatolia), capital Konya.





	477


	1085


	Toledo falls to Alfonso VI of Castile.





	478


	1086


	Victory of the Almoravid Yusuf ibn Tashufin at Zallaqa in al-Andalus. End of the first ta’ifa kingdoms.





	489


	1095


	Pope Urban II appeals for a Crusade at the Council of Clermont.





	492


	1099


	Jerusalem occupied by the Crusades. Four Crusader states are founded: the County of Edessa, the Principality of Antioch, the County of Tripoli and the Kingdom of Jerusalem.





	524–48


	1130–54


	King Roger II of Sicily receives the great geographer al-Idrisi, who dedicates Kitab Ruggar (The Book of Roger) to him.





	540–1


	1146


	Second Crusade launched following the conquest of Edessa (al-Rouha) by the Atabeg, ‘Imad al-Din Zangi.





	541


	1147


	The Almohad ‘Abd al-Mu’min takes Marrakesh.





	583–7


	1188–92


	Third Crusade.





	583


	1187


	Saladin, victorious at the Battle of Hittin, takes back Jerusalem from the Francs.





	591


	1195


	Ya‘qub al-Mansur (grandson of ‘Abd al-Mu’min) claims victory in Alarcos and takes al-Andalus.





	595


	1199


	Foundation of Ribat al-Fath (Rabat).





	601


	1204


	The Fourth Crusade begins with the conquest of the Byzantine Empire.





	612


	1212


	Almohads defeated at Las Navas de Tolosa (al-‘Iqab).





	625–47


	1228–49


	Abu Zakariyya’ founds the Hafsid Dynasty in Tunis.





	627


	1229


	Treaty of Jaffa resulting in the Ayyubid, al-Kamil Muhammad al-Malik, surrendering Jerusalem to the Emperor Frederick II without a fight.





	629


	1232


	Muhammad ibn Nasr founds the Nasrid Kingdom of Granada.





	642–869


	1244–1465


	Berber Marinid Dynasty in Morocco.





	642–64


	1244–65


	Seville falls to the Castilians.





	646–52


	1248–54


	Louis IX launches the Seventh Crusade and lands at Damietta. He is taken prisoner and freed for a huge ransom. He stays four more years in Acre to reorganise what is left of the Frankish States.





	648


	1250


	Death of Emperor Frederick II of Hohenstaufen, King of Sicily and King of Jerusalem.





	648–784


	1250–1382


	Shajar al-Durr begins the reign of the Bahri Mamluks in Egypt, Syria and Hijaz.





	656


	1258


	Baghdad is sacked by the Mongol Hulagu Khan. Fall of the Abbasid Caliphate of Baghdad.





	659


	1260


	The Mamluks defeat the Mongols at ‘Ayn Jalut in Palestine.





	659–76


	1260–77


	Reign of Sultan Baybars I, who ousts the Crusaders from Syria and Palestine and drives back the Mongols.





	669


	1270


	The Eighth and final Crusade: Louis IX lands at Carthage and dies of dysentery.





	679–724


	1280–1324


	Osman (‘Uthman) rules a beylik in north-west Anatolia.





	690


	1291


	Acre taken by the Mamluk Sultan al-Ashraf Khalil, ending the Frankish presence in Syria and Palestine.





	726


	1326


	Bursa is conquered and becomes the Ottoman capital.





	734–55


	1333–54


	The Nasrid Yusuf I founds the Alhambra Palace in Granada.





	741


	1340


	Marinids defeated at Rio Salado.





	749–50


	1348–9


	The Black Death spreads throughout the Mediterranean lands.





	751–71


	1350–69


	Pedro ‘the Cruel’ crowned king of Castile and Léon.





	770


	1368


	Edirne (ancient Adrianople), conquered in 664/1362 by the Ottomans, becomes the new Ottoman capital.





	1st reign: 784–91


	1382–9


	Sultan Barquq founds the Circassian (Burji) Mamluk Dynasty (Mamluk Dynasty continues:





	2nd reign: 792–801


	1390–9


	784–923/1382–1517).





	798


	1396


	Ottoman victory over a Crusader army in Nicopolis.





	804


	1401


	Damascus sacked by the Mongol conqueror Tamerlane.





	805


	1402


	Battle of Ankara, Bayezid I taken prisoner by Tamerlane.





	809


	1406


	Death of the great historian Ibn Khaldun in Cairo. He was born in Tunis in 733/1332.





	818


	1415


	The Portuguese reach Ceuta.





	823


	1420


	The Wattasids supplant the Marinids in Morocco.





	848


	1444


	The Ottomans defeat the Hungarians at Varna.





	856


	1453


	Constantinople taken by the Ottoman Mehmet II al-Fatih (the Conqueror).





	876


	1471


	The Portuguese reach Tangiers.





	897


	1492


	
Granada falls to the Catholic Kings.


The Catholic Kings oblige Jews to convert to Christianity (thus becoming conversos) or force them into exile.






	901


	1496


	Jews and Muslims expelled from Portugal.





	906


	1500


	The Portuguese reach Agadir.





	3 Sha’ban 907


	11 February 1502


	The Catholic Kings oblige Muslims to convert to Christianity (thus becoming Moriscos) or force them into exile.





	915


	1509


	The Spanish take Oran.





	921


	1516


	Victory at Marj Dabiq: the Ottomans conquer Syria.





	922


	1516


	Algiers taken by the Ottoman privateer Aruj.





	923


	1517


	Mamluk Egypt conquered by Sultan Selim I.





	926


	1520


	Accession of Sülayman the Magnificent (d. 974/1566).





	927


	1521


	The Ottomans reach Belgrade.





	935


	1529


	First Siege of Vienna. Khayr al-Din Barbarossa, brother of Aruj, takes control of Algiers.





	942


	1536


	The Capitulations are signed by the Turks and Francis I.





	942


	1536


	Tunis is taken by Charles V.





	956–1069


	1549–1659


	The Sa‘did Dynasty rules Morocco.





	979


	1571


	The Turkish navy is defeated at Lepanto by the Spanish and Venetians.





	982


	1574


	The Turks seize Ifriqiya, permanently ousting the Hafsids and the Spanish.





	986


	1578


	Battle of the Three Kings at Wadi Al-makhazin (Morocco). Defeat of the Portuguese.





	995–6


	1587


	Creation of the Ottoman beyliks of Algiers, Tunis and Tripoli. Ifriqiya becomes the Regency of Tunis.





	1018


	1609


	King Philipp III orders by Royal decree the expulsion of the Moriscos (Muslims forced to convert to Christianity) from Spanish territories.
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