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  Introduction




  Society gets contaminated with viruses of selfishness, self-interest, egoism greed etc. It eventually hinders the perpetual growth and progress that affect everyone in the society. Such sick society gradually denies the basic human needs that are present in our core nature. The fatal illusion that all the time that is invested in love, friendship and humanness is wasted and lost, is the beginning of such a sick society. This denies basic human needs inherent in our very nature.1 This book will give clear glimpse of the denial of our basic human nature which is inherent in each human being. Unless we re-instigate that basic nature, progress and wellbeing in the society would remain as a far distant dream.




  Human beings are like reptiles hatched into the world, completely self-reliant and totally independent. Other mammals are forced to rely upon the welfare of social networks in the nature to survive, but not humans. Unlike other mammals human being is leeched off parents until the adulthood is obtained. This peculiar leeching nature in humans sow the seeds of ‘I,’ ‘Me and Me Only’ and nurture it as they grow — culminating a ripple effect of greed, selfishness, self-interest which hamper progress and thereby creating a sick society.




  Descartes' maxim, "I think, therefore I am,"2 projects the existence-by-self or self-support, self-sufficiency of self or ego. When the core philosophy of human existence is ego or selfishness why should anyone, for that matter, engage in CSR activities? It is a possible question that might pop up in anyone’s or everyone’s mind as we speak of CSR. Human beings have a core tendency of being selfish in whatever they do. Thus, the possible question that can arise from the selfishness is what am I going to gain or how do I benefit? This question can only be bypassed when every human being takes the individual responsibility of overcoming selfishness which is common to the core of self. This happens when we consider more into the responsibilities that we have towards ourselves and the society. And of course, it is a cosmic law or the law of nature that each of us has to shoulder that responsibility for the progress and development of the society at large. Emmanuel Levinas in his second major work, Otherwise than Being, or Beyond Essence clearly indicated the ethical standpoint 'response and responsibility'3 that CSR is trying to impart to individuals and corporate.




  This chapter will amplify ethics which entails the relationship with the other — very presence of the other person obligates me to respond.4 Also this chapter will try to address the much debated question on CSR: should a corporation or an individual be socially responsible? The debate over this question can be simplified once we have reduced the issue to a pair of foundational but contrary world views —altruism/communitarianism and individualism. So let us see how we can make that paradigm shift in the selfish nature of human beings, thereby establishing the importance of CSR for the progress of the society.
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